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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r
Faith Matters:  The Doorway that Changes Everything…Alleluia!
Adapted from his Easter Sermon

“God, I am sorry I ran from you.  I am still running, running from that knowledge, that eye, that love from which 
there is no refuge.  For you meant only love, and I felt only fear, and pain.  So once in Israel love came to us incar-
nate, stood in the doorway between two worlds, and we were all afraid.”

-Annie Dillard in Teaching a Stone to Talk; Harper & Row, 1982.

Throughout the journey of this year’s Lent, our appointed readings from the lectionary, 
particularly the Gospel readings, have taken us through a series of pivotal moments – 

occasions that make it all too clear that life, as we have experienced up to this point, cannot 
simply be what it once was.  We can no longer live our lives according to the limited frame-
work that once worked…or so we thought.  With Easter, our Gospel finds us at perhaps the 
ultimate place of reckoning: at the doorway of a tomb.  Even at this doorway, we find that 
things are not what we have expected – either for the community of over 2,000 years ago, 
as well as where we are in the midst of life ourselves.

What do we expect to see when we come to the tomb on Easter?  No doubt, some seek God, 
for answers, perhaps confirmation of our perceptions of how things must be, others per-

haps a sense of closure, others raw grief, still others are just seeking – totally hungry for something other than the 
events of Good Friday. Whatever it is, there seems to be one constant – God moves in ways that cannot be easily 
explained or understood – most often being so far from our expectations. This was certainly true for these early 
morning visitors to the tomb so many years ago; I believe it’s true now, as well.

When you reread the four accounts of that scene and the reactions of the people, the feelings may seem all too 
familiar: horror stricken, amazed, and filled with questions, uncertainties and fear.  Back with the first witnesses, 
many people doubted the miracle and needed proofs, for their faith was not trust but seemingly a superficial belief 
in things seen, which is not really faith at all.  What was true then remains true today, that God is present.  I believe 
that Easter with the shock of an empty tomb is the point of reckoning for all Christians; this is where the “rubber 
meets the road” for our own faith.  It would have been easy to let fears and anxieties keep these first witnesses par-
alyzed, just as it would be now over 2,000 years later it would be easy to let our fears and anxiety keep us paralyzed 
or close ourselves in.

The truth is that with Easter we no longer need to be enslaved by fear; but it takes practice and effort to move past 
old habits, as tired as they are, they are familiar.  So we stand at the doorway in more than one way, at more than 
one time in our life.  The doorway, which marks our Easter, may not be an actual tomb, but it is a surprising door-
way nonetheless.  Perhaps it is another event, such as a graduation, a new job, marriage, a move to a new home; 
perhaps it has many more unknowns, such as a diagnosis, or the end of a particular relationship or is another life 
change.

The empty tomb – and the figurative empty tombs of our lives -- celebrates a movement away from simple belief to 
a faith that is a trust… in something greater than we can even fully comprehend by ourselves alone. We are not the 
experts of “the fact of the resurrection,” but rather the recipients of “the gift and truth of the resurrection.”  

We may not always have all the answers or totally understand, but by the grace – the gift of God, we too can believe 
and trust in the message of an Easter faith, and allow this news to be our ultimate watershed moment: the news 
that changes everything.
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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

The challenge I believe with Easter is the invitation to live in the Easter life itself: that is, we must trust God and 
release our fears, the old life – releasing the burdens and sorrows that accompanied it – making room for new life 
to take hold and flourish.

If you want to find Christ in the empty tombs and really know the Messiah then live the resurrection life that we so 
boldly proclaim, throw yourself into the community of faith, with people known as “the Body of Christ” and be a part 
of the Church.  This was the rather simple and penetrating directive that my former Bishop in Massachusetts, Tom 
Shaw would offer frequently at parish visitations.

As we assert in our own Baptismal Covenant, it is to the Body of Christ where God is known fully by what we share 
and experience together in hearing God’s Word and teaching, breaking bread, our prayers and the service of the 
Church.  What we experience and share together is at the heart of the Gospel life.

Your participation and commitment –what we offer each other – is what makes a program successful or not, our 
stewardship faithful and even our worship to be so powerful and moving as we have experienced just this past Holy 
Week.  We can also see this at work with what we offer the greater community on a weekly basis with our various 
gifts and talents, not the least of which is still coming together with our Faith, Family, Future Initiative. The trust/
faith that we celebrate with Easter is seen in people – how Christ lives in a tangible way.  

What will YOU allow your faith to do in your life?  Let it grow by what we offer and share, moving our life from a 
place of uncertainty, anxiety and fear and into the fullness of life with God which is love.

Thomaston Golf Classic
Scholarship Fundraiser

Monday, May 18, 2015
The Golf Club at Stonelick Hills
3155 Sherilyn Lane, Batavia, OH 45103

Information is available at www.stthomasepiscopal.org
To register call 513-831-2052 or visit our website!
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E d u c a t i o n a l  O f f e r i n g s

The Daring Way: A methodology based on the work of Dr. Brené Brown
Wednesdays in June/July at 6:00 pm (except July 22)

Do you want to live a more authentic life?
Develop practices that help you live, love, parent and lead 

with your whole heart?

Join Pastor Mary for an eight week series that will give you encouragement and practical skills for living a more 
courageous and connected life.  We will meet on Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:30 pm, June 3rd to July 29th 

(skipping July 22nd). Childcare will be provided. We will also share a simple meal while we gather. 

The material is based on the life work of Dr. Brené Brown in the area of shame and vulnerability. Her 2010 TEDx 
Houston talk, The Power of Vulnerability is one the top ten most viewed TED talks in the world, with over 11 
million viewers. Follow this link to see that video - or scan the QR code on your phone! www.goo.gl/Jtz4W0

Faith in Literature: Wednesday night book group for Eastertide
Wednesdays April 29th to May 27th

Join us as we explore the modern classic Life Together by Dietrich Bonheoffer. It’s 
been 70 years since Bonheoffer was martyred by the Nazis just before end of World 

War II. If you have never had an opportunity know about this renowned Christian 
voice, join us as we read this beloved work on fostering authentic Christian community 
in Life Together.

Dietrich Bonheoffer left the world a legacy of writings that has become a prized testimony 
of faith and courage around the world. Life Together is Bonheoffer’s inspiring account 
of a unique fellowship in an underground seminary during the years of the Third Reich. 
In this book, advice is given on how life together in Christ can be sustained in families 
and groups that reads much like a modern version of one of the Epistles of St. Paul. The 
role of prayer, worship in common, everyday work, and Christian service is treated in 
ways that are as accessible as they are inspiring.

We will introduce the book on Wednesday, April 15th with an overview and snapshot of the author. We’ll then 
explore a different chapter of the book each Wednesday at 6pm starting on April 29th through May 27th. This 
beloved book is widely available through your favorite reseller or through the church for just $10.
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Spring into the Bach Vespers!
The Bach Vespers in April 

and May will feature a 
massive choral collaboration, 
a new composition and 
some familiar faces. The 
Cincinnati Bach Ensemble 
and St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church present the final two 
Vespers of the program year 
on April 26 and May 10.

For the Bach Vespers on April 26 at 6pm, the CBE will 
join forces with the Choristers and Parish Choir of 
St. Thomas and the Christ Church Cathedral Choir. 
Soloists Melissa Harvey, Adria Caffaro, Tony Burdette, 
and Jonathan Cooper will join the choir and ensemble 
in performing J. S. Bach’s spirited Cantata 100, Was 
Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan (What Gone has done is well 
done). Due to the large forces, this Vespers service will 
take place in the Parish Hall of St. Thomas. Trumpeter 
Douglas Lindsay and the CBE will perform triumphant 
marches by G. F. Handel for prelude and postlude, and 
the choirs will also sing a setting of the Magnificat by 
the German composer Heinrich Schütz.

On May 10 at 6pm, the CBE will conclude its season 
of Vespers with the premiere of a new cantata by St. 
Thomas Composer-in-Residence Dr. Douglas Pew, 
along with select arias and duets by J. S. Bach. The 
featured soloists will be well known to the St. Thomas 
congregation: former choral scholars Alisa Jordheim 
and Kate Tombaugh. The service will begin with a 
solo oboe concerto of Benedetto Marcello performed 
by Dwight Parry. At this Vespers the CBE will also 
announce its schedule of services and concerts for the 
2015-2016 season.

Afternoon Concert
Sunday, April 19, 4pm

Ubi Caritas: Band of the Baroque ($15)
A selection of baroque chamber music by Telemann.
This program, Getting Beneath the Surface, is a benefit for 
the Chamber Music Network of Greater Cincinnati.

Bach Vespers
Sunday, April 26, 6pm

Melissa Harvey, soprano
Adria Caffaro, alto
Tony Burdette, tenor
Jonathan Cooper, bass
Douglas Pew, trumpet
The St. Thomas Parish Choir and Choristers
The Christ Church Cathedral Choir
The Cincinnati Bach Ensemble
J. S. Bach: Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan, BWV 100
Heinrich Schütz: Deutches Magnificat, SWV 426
G. F. Handel: Trumpet Marches
Ippolitov-Ivanov: Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Bach Vespers
Sunday, May 10, 6pm

Alisa Jordheim, soprano
Kate Tombaugh, alto
Dwight Parry, oboe
The Cincinnati Bach Ensemble
Douglas Pew: Sing to the Lord A New Song (premiere)
J. S. Bach: Various
Benedetto Marcello: Concerto for oboe and orchestra

Music Lessons through CCM Prep
Register now!

One of the exciting new initiatives here at St. Thomas this 
year has been our partnership with the UC College-

Conservatory of Music Preparatory Department. We 
currently have faculty from CCM Prep offering lessons in 
piano and voice during the afternoons. Many more options 
are available, including guitar, brass, wind instruments, and 
strings (Interest from 3 or more students allows us to bring 
a faculty member to our location). For more information, 
contact Carlton Monroe: cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s
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I n t e r  P a r i s h  M i n i s t r y

Congratulations Inter Parish Ministry!

At the recent 22nd Annual Clermont Chamber of commerce Foundation’s “Salute to 
Leaders Banquet” last month, Inter Parish Ministry was given a Faith-Based Award for 

their continued service. Recognizing their Anniversary, Inter Parish Ministry (IPM) was 
saluted for how they has been serving families and individuals for over 50 years now. What 
was started as a collaboration of just four churches, including St. Thomas, has now grown 
to be a partnership between 30 churches in the area, as well as other individuals, businesses 
and agencies and other non-profits.

The recession led to the number of clients IPM served more than tripling, and the need has not abated despite the 
economy’s recovery. IPM was instrumental in helping develop the Clermont Safety New Alliance that established 
a planned forum for agencies to collaborate responses. IPM offers emergency food assistance through their main 
pantry in Newtown, a satellite in Batavia, as well as mobile pantries. In addition, IPM provides holiday gifts and 
meals, clothing, a limited amount of utility assistance and guidance for other assistance. We are proud to be a vital 
and founding partner congregation to IPM and look forward to the next 50 years of ministry together.

IPM  Circle of Hope Celebration Event

Plans take Shape for IPM’s Circle of Hope Sunday Supper Celebration. It will be a 
great time - an event you and your friends will want to attend! The Circle of Hope 

event will feature sips and tastes from some of the best eastside restaurants plus wine 
pairings.  It takes place on Sunday, April 26th from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Oasis 
Conference Center in Loveland.

Master of Ceremonies Thom Brennaman will lead the event where volunteers will 
be honored for their service.  These volunteers include Circle of Hope honorees Sue 
Porter, Jennifer Shackelford and Marcy Franco.  Chuck Lynch will receive the Owlett 
“One of a Kind” Award.

The Live Auction will feature a Dan Varner Acoustical Concert in your home, a Cincinnati Reds Booth Experience 
with Thom Brennaman, a vacation experience and more. The Silent and Super Silent auction features experiences, 
such as flying lessons and a Walk in the Woods with John Ruthven, baskets of fun and more.

Proceeds will benefit Inter Parish Ministry’s Choice Food Pantries that are located in Newtown and Batavia as well 
as their communal support programs. Ticket price is just $50. For more information about the event call 513-561-
3932 or visit www.interparish.org.

In
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It’s that time of year for 
baseball, picnics and the 
STNS Annual Ice Cream 
Social! Save the date and 
don’t miss out...Thursday, 
May 7th from 6:30 to 7:30 
pm. Just bring in a topping 
of your choice to the STNS 
office by May 7th (NO 
NUTS). 

How	  wonderful	  it	  is	  to	  finally	  see	  and	  hear	  the	  children	  out	  on	  the	  
playgrounds	  again!	  	  There	  is	  no	  music	  as	  joyous	  as	  the	  sounds	  of	  
the	  children	  laughing,	  running	  and	  shrieking	  with	  delight	  as	  they	  
play	  with	  their	  friends.	  

In	  addi>on	  to	  being	  able	  to	  enjoy	  our	  playgrounds,	  April	  will	  find	  us 	  
busy	  discovering	  the	  changes	  that	  occur	  during	  the	  spring	  season.	  
Sunrock	  Farm	  will	  visit	  us	  on	  April	  22	  with	  baby	  animals	  including	  a 	  
pig,	  lamb,	  goat,	  rabbit	  and	  chicks.	  	  The	  children	  will	  have	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  feed	  the	  animals	  from	  a	  boEle,	  pet	  them	  and	  even	  
have	  a	  chick	  on	  their	  head	  if	  they	  wish!	  	  

A	  favorite	  spring	  ac>vity	  for	  the	  children	  is	  the	  >lling	  and	  plan>ng	  
of	  our	  raised	  garden	  bed.	  The	  children	  will	  observe	  first-‐hand	  the	  
things	  plants	  need	  to	  grow,	  and	  will	  help	  with	  the	  watering	  and	  
weeding	  of	  the	  garden	  through	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  school	  year.	  This	  is	  
part	  of	  our	  People	  and	  Places	  curriculum	  and	  they	  will	  spend	  most	  
of	  April	  and	  May	  learning	  about	  the	  Earth,	  what	  is	  provides	  for	  us	  
and	  how	  to	  take	  care	  of	  it.	  	  	  We	  have	  families	  that	  take	  turns	  
weekly	  during	  the	  summer	  caring	  for	  our	  garden…	  the	  bonus	  is	  
they	  can	  take	  home	  anything	  that	  is	  ready	  to	  be	  picked	  during	  their	  
week!	  	  Please	  email	  Danielle	  Haugh	  at	  dmhaugh@gmail.com	  if	  
your	  family	  would	  like	  to	  be	  STNS	  gardeners!	  

The	  four-‐year-‐old	  classes	  will	  observe	  first	  hand	  the	  miracle	  of	  
nature	  as	  they	  hatch	  their	  own	  buEerflies	  from	  larva,	  and	  then	  
release	  them	  into	  the	  trees	  at	  St.	  Thomas.	  	  	  

We	  all	  enjoy	  going	  a	  liEle	  crazy	  on	  	  “Wacky	  Wednesday”	  (April	  15)	  
…	  we	  wear	  our	  clothes	  backwards	  and	  inside	  out,	  have	  a	  silly	  
snack,	  listen	  to	  Christmas	  music,	  follow	  our	  daily	  ac>vi>es	  in	  a	  

Don’t forgot!!! Deposit 
for the 2015-2016 

STNS school year is 
due by May 1st. Stop 
by the office if you 
have any questions! 

Keep up-to-date on 
STNS events, 

fundraisers and 
general school 
information on 

Facebook at our group 
page. Find us at 
https://

www.facebook.co
m/groups/

stthomasnurserysc
hool/

Find STNS on 
Facebook  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR - April/May

different	  order,	  etc.	  	  The	  children	  come	  up	  
with	  some	  very	  crea>ve	  ways	  to	  be	  wacky,	  
and	  it’s	  a	  fun	  day	  for	  everyone.

I	  can’t	  believe	  we	  are	  nearing	  the	  end	  of	  
another	  school	  year.	  If	  you	  have	  a	  child	  that	  
will	  be	  entering	  kindergarten	  next	  year,	  sign	  
ups	  have	  begun	  in	  the	  school	  districts	  so	  it	  
would	  be	  a	  good	  idea	  to	  check	  with	  your	  
district	  to	  find	  out	  their	  registra>on	  
procedures.	  Please	  also	  make	  a	  special	  note	  to	  
check	  out	  our	  upcoming	  dates…	  there	  is	  a	  lot	  
going	  on	  this	  >me	  of	  year!

Blessings,
Emily

Note from Emily...Continued

April 14th & 15th - Cooking Art/Enrichment 
	 	 	 Session 5 begins

April 15th - Wacky Wednesday 

April 22nd - Sunrock Farm Visits 

May 6th - Spring Teacher Luncheon (11:15am   
                         dismissal/12:45pm arrival) 

May 6th - Beach Day for the 3’s classes 

May 5th - Mrs. Heile’s Mother’s Day Tea

May 6th - Mrs. Braun’s Mother’s Day Tea 

May 7th - Mrs. Stephan’s Mother’s Day Tea 

May 7th - Pre-Kindergarten Mother’s Day Tea

May 7th - Ice Cream Social 

May 8th - Last Day of Discovery Friday 

May 14th - Last Day of School 

May 18th - 22nd - Summer Fun Camp 

Gardeners needed to help 
maintain the STNS garden 
located near the 
playground. Sign up to 
water two or three times a 
week depending on the 
weather. Contact Danielle at 
dmhaugh@gmail.com if you 
are interested in 
volunteering this summer! 

STNS Gardeners Needed! 

Before Spring Break, students were treated 

to a visit by Mrs. Tollefsen who brought 
Palms and told the story of Palm Sunday! 
Mrs. Tollefsen comes to STNS twice a year 
to share stories. Thanks Mrs. 
Tollefsen!!! 
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Construction on Phase 1 is complete and some residents have moved into their temporary units while others 
have moved into their permanent ones.  We have been getting tons of positive feedback about the renovations 

that have been made.  The downstairs flooring (a hardwood laminate), double kitchen sinks, ceiling fans and 
overhead lighting in the bedrooms have been some of the favorite things.  There were a few glitches in the beginning 
but these have all been worked out and everyone is getting settled. 

Ten new families have moved in so far, and there are several more scheduled for this month.  One of the things that 
we hear most often is that people cannot believe the things that we have available for our families and that these 
services are free.

Tiffany Fields and her two daughters, Peyton, 10 and Madison, 7, have lived at 
Thomaston Woods since December 2011. They are very excited about their newly 
renovated home.  Peyton said that what she likes best about living at Thomaston 
Woods is her friends are here and there are things for her to do.  Madison said that 
she likes living close to her friends and what she likes best about living here is Miss 
Tina (No, I did not pay her to say that!). Peyton and Madison participate in Home 
Work Room, Awesome Kids Group, our children’s Bible Study and Craft Group 
and have been to the Kicks for Kids Great Outdoor Adventure with me.   Tiffany 
appreciates the affordable rent, the activities for the kids and the fact she feels safe 
here and her apartment is beautiful.  

Construction on Phase 2 is currently underway and is expected to be complete in September.  At that time, we will 
have 52 units to lease to new families.

The residents of Thomaston Meadows have enjoyed trips to the 
Cincinnati Art Museum and Krohn Conservatory.  Thanks to a 
wellness grant that ERHAL received, they have a Nu Step exercise 
machine, some hand weights, a Wii with fitness games, exercise 
DVD’s and other fitness materials to use. 

A special thanks to Darren for purchasing a new wall mount, flat 
screen tv for them to use.  They are very excited about all of their 
new things.

God Bless,
Tina

PS - don’t forget to register for the Thomaston Golf Classic on May 18th! This event supports the Thomaston Woods 
Scholarship Fund, which helps adult residents begin or complete educational goals and create a real lasting change 
in their lives. We also need volunteers - please contact me if you are willing to help out! (513) 752-1594 or 707-8021.

S t .  T h o m a s  H o u s i n g  U p d a t e

May 18th!
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Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l i e s

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10:00 to 11:30 am

Come away to a quiet place to breathe, share, check-in and just be. Each week we focus on a topic that enriches our 
parenting and reminds us that we are more than moms and dads. 

April 8th - Praying with the Easter Story
April 15th - Finding our Voice: A Writing Prompt Experience
April 22nd  - Earth Day Family Devotions
April 29th - Spring Dinner Prep
May 6th - Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil
May 13th - SoulCollage® Cardmaking

Tuesday Night Family Dinners
One Tuesday a month we gather to break bread with other families. Then, while our children play with Ms. Joy, we 
check-in with other adults for meaningful conversation. 

April 14th  - Imperfect Parenting: Embrace imperfection, understand shame and practice resilience
May 12th  - Imperfect Parenting: Make space for rest, creativity and gratitude

Introduction to SoulCollage® & Cardmaking
Sunday, April 19, from 2 to 6 pm in the Parish Hall

Our soul has things to say to us… things that can heal us, help us understand why we do what we do, what we really 
long for, why we’re stuck, what the next faithful thing to do is… 

But it’s not always easy to hear these conversations within us. Our soul communicates with us best through 
images…like when we’re dreaming. And God does too. 

Come to a workshop that uses sacred collage to give voice to our soul conversations. If you’re familiar with 
SoulCollage® already, come and make cards to add to your deck.

This is open to the general public! All are welcome - adults and youth (6th grade and up)
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Mt. Top Fundraising Update

We are preparing for our 35th year of participating in Mountain TOP’s Youth 
Summer Ministry Program in the Cumberland Mountains of southern TN. 

This summer will also mark Mt TOP’s 40th anniversary. We have 38 youth and adults 
going this June and July and one young adult who will be on summer staff . We will 
participate in both the Service Project (partnering with families on minor home 
repair projects) and the Day Camp (working with local youth ages 6-11 in enrichment 
programs).

This summer’s theme is Overwhelmed from Psalm 42. We are overwhelmed by God’s glory, mercy, love, hope, and 
calling for us in this Mt TOP ministry and in our lives in the valley below the rest of the year. God lives in us and 
we in Him in this ministry.

To help defray the cost of these trips we kicked off a fundraising project on Sunday, February 15 to raise $5,000.00. 
To date, we are 83% of the way there! Thank you to all who have contributed to this outreach ministry. We will 
continue to partner with you this summer by providing updates on our Mt TOP ministry.

Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l i e s

We are the

Faith, Family, Future
Initiative

“St. Thomas is our spiritual 
home, now into the 4th gener-
ation. It has been the lynchpin 
of the most important mile-
stones in our Christian life—
baptism, confirmations, wed-
dings and funerals. That’s no 
different for  hundreds of fam-
ilies past and present.”

-The Milehams

Celebration Lunch
June 7th, 2015

After the 10 o’clock service
(summer schedule!)
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~ Ages 4 to 14
June 29th-July 3rd, 2015

St. Thomas Vacation Bible School presents:  “The Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit” - we’ll spend the 
week exploring the story of David and Goliath and other stories, as we learn by doing with theater 

activities, art projects, and music.  At the end of the week, grades 1-8 will perform selections from the 
musical The Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit. Costs: $35 per child, or $70 per family of 3 or more.

ST. THOMAS MUSIC CAMP ~ Ages 6 to 13
July 20th-24th, 2015

The St. Thomas Music Camp  is a fun-filled week of music, games, friends, and fun! During the 
week campers will improve their singing, learn music theory, and experience the art of music in a 

new way! Professional musicians from around the city will join us each day to talk about their lives in 
music.  The Music Camp is open to children ages 6-13. Cost of the camp will be $60; $40 for additional 
children from the same family. For more information visit the St. Thomas website or contact cmonroe@
stthomasepiscopal.org. 
 

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION ~ 4th through 8th Grades
July 27th-31st, 2015

Art as a Spiritual ConnectionTM is a new kind of art camp experience for youth entering 4th through 
8th grades. See opposite page for more info!

CURTAINS UP THEATRE CAMP ~ Ages 9 to 18
August 3rd-7th, 2015

Join the Friends of the Groom and experience the fun of taking a script from page to stage in a week.  
We’ll be casting, rehearsing and staging a one-act play to be performed on the last day of camp.  

Learn essential acting skills, participate in theater games and exercises, and have hands-on improv and 
ensemble work. Costs – $200 for the week. For info:  Call Friends of the Groom (513) 831.2859 

MY NOSE TURNS RED CIRCUS CAMPS
August 10th-14th, 2015

Let your Child run away and join the circus at these great camps. Stilt walking, rolling globe, 
manipulation, and more! Register at: www.mynoseturnsred.org For more info: rednose@fuse.net or 

859-581-7100 - My Nose Turns Red is the area’s only non profit dedicated to youth circus, with more 
than 30 years experience in arts education. 

Circus Camp for 4-7 year olds:
9am-11am
Camp performance Friday August 14 at 11:30am. Cost $120, Siblings $95, Class size limit is 6. Early bird 
discount by April 15: $110/$90.

Circus Camp for 7-16 year olds:
9am-3pm
Camp performance Friday August 14 at 2:30pm. Cost: $205, siblings $180. Early bird discount by April 
15: $190/$170. 

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Summer Camps
Check out www.stthomasepiscopal.org/summer-camps

S u mm e r  W o r s h i p  S c h e d u l e  B e g i n s  Ma y  3 1 s t !
S e r v i c e  t i m e s :  8 am  &  1 0am
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art is universal • art takes time • art requires practice • art builds community

mixed faith art camp 
for 4 - 8 graders (9+)

Mixed Faith Art Camp is a new kind of creative experience 
for 4 - 8 graders.  Deeply rooted in contemplative practice, 
the program draws from a variety of faith traditions and 
explores all life's connections to:

• Self – relation to our soul essence
• Others – relation to our companions in life's journey
• Nature – relation to our world
• Prayer – relation to God, the source of all  

During camp, art becomes the foundation to build a 
community centered in peace, love and creativity.

Monday through Thursday From 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Provided daily: art supplies and tools, yoga mats, and daily snacks.

Required daily: individual labeled water bottle, packed lunch, 
comfortable shoes, clothes for art, good attitude, and an openness to 
explore and meet new friends.

Friday – last day  From noon to 7:00 pm

Provided: art supplies and tools, daily snacks (Eat lunch before coming), 
and pizza before art show.

Art show   From 7:00 to 8:00 pm

Themes:
• Yoga as centering practice
• Poetry as abiding images
• Prayer as connection – beads, chanting and journaling
• Tree of Life – all life is interconnected
• Jesus and the Wisdom of Love
• Mandalas – Circles of Life

Meet the Artist

Fabricia Duell is an artist, mystic, mother, certified children's spiritual formation 
teacher, certified spiritual director, SoulCollage® facilitator and founder of 
Art as a Spiritual Connection™.  She believes that art as soul expression is for 
everyone, and is a way in which we draw closer to God.  Her preferred art 
mediums are: acrylic paint, colored pencils, polymer clay, watercolor and 
collage.

Daily Schedule:
9:00 am – yoga & lesson

10:00 am – art studio
Noon – lunch & play

1:30 pm – quiet meditation
2:00 pm – art studio
4:00 pm – dismissal

artas a
spiritual connection™

expressing your soul

July 27-31
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

100 Miami Ave. Terrace Park, OH 45174

$130 per participant  (non-refundable)

Limited space, 24 spots available

www.artspiritualconnection.com

Sponsored by 
The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

Scholarships available
fabricia.duell@spirited-hand.com

On-line registration at

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s
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F a i t h  F a m i l y  F u t u r e  U p d a t e

Faith • Family • Future Initiative – All for a Common Goal

Thank you!
From Christmas to the long hard winter, we have still been at work toward a common goal: the Faith, Family 

and Future of St. Thomas for the generations and ministry ahead! We have, and continue to make great strides 
toward our goals and one major milestone is coming near: June 7th!

Sunday, June 7th is when we wish to celebrate with you what we have been able to accomplish with the major 
campaign! To date, we have pledges and gifts pointing to over $1.5 million dollars raised so far. The campaign is, as 
we have shared simply one part of the major initiative that we have been at work on for over a year now, but what 
a great start! More than one objective, the campaign has focused on three major areas: Youth & Family Ministry 
at St. Thomas, a new principal instrument for our growing music ministry, and capital repairs & improvements 
to the physical resources of our building & grounds. Simply put, these are areas that affect us all, what we offer 
our current members as well as the greater community we serve now and for the generations to come. This is a 
special opportunity that calls for different ways to contribute: a unique contribution or investment for our future. 
Have you been able to contribute yet to this opportunity? Now as we near the end of the campaign, I urge you to 
prayerfully consider what is possible as we each offer our time, talent and treasure.

With better weather upon us, we’d like to extend the opportunity for all of our members and supporters to take 
advantage of this community-wide initiative. It all starts with a visit. For those who needed to reschedule a visit 
or who have yet been contacted with an in-person visit, I’d like to invite you to talk with us. For me, the biggest 
benefit of the campaign is the opportunity to share information and hear from you as to how you feel these areas 
can benefit the mission and ministry we care so much about and want to see flourish for years to come! Please look 
for a call in the coming weeks from one of four parish visitors. This said, if you’d like to beat me to the call, I’d love 
to hear from you and arrange a time that we might visit – whether at church or in your home. If you’d like to learn 
more sooner, please visit our website and read more about what these areas mean for our faith, family and future 
of St. Thomas.

This is our time to help make an incredible impact on how we move St. Thomas on the right track for an even 
brighter future of ministry and service in Christ’s Name. The Faith, Family, Future Initiative is about all of us, and 
I can’t wait to celebrate with you what this can mean for the years ahead as we celebrate on June 7th! In the mean-
time, I look forward to continuing the conversation and prayerful consideration with you in the weeks to come.

We are the

Faith, Family and Future
of St. Thomas Church

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  l u n c h !  •  J u n e  7 t h ,  2 0 1 5  a f t e r  t h e  1 0  o ’ c l o c k  s e r v i c e .
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, Ext 18
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@cinci.rr.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jason@stthomasepiscopal.org

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Tina Lytle
Thomaston Woods, 513-752-1594
TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Asst. Music, Youth & Families, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
Sundays before May 31st: 8:00, 9:15, 10:45 am
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm
Wednesdays: Meditative Prayer at Noon
Taizé Prayer: Sunday May 24th at 6:00 pm
Bach Vespers: Sundays April 26th & May 10th at 6:00 pm

Summer Services (8:00 & 10:00 am) begin May 31st!

Special Events
Soul Collage Worshop (see page 10)

Sunday, April 19th at 2:00 pm
Circle of Life - IPM Fundraiser (see page 6)

Sunday, April 26th at 5:30 pm
Thomaston Woods Dinner

Sunday, April 26th at 6:00 pm
Thomaston Golf Classic 

Monday, May 18th (includes lunch & dinner)
Faith Family Future Celebration Lunch (see page 14)

Sunday, June 7th after the 10 o’clock service

Weekly Activities
Mondays
7:15 am: Men’s Book Group (Mariemont Inn)
10:45 am: Yoga with Lilias
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (2nd & 4th Weeks of the Month)
7:30 pm: Al Anon

Tuesdays
10:00 am: Bible Study
11:45 am: D-Group
7:00 pm: OSL (April 21, May 19)
7:00 pm: Vestry (April 28, May 26)
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (2nd Week of the Month)

Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 10)
4:15 pm: Allegro Choir (Until May)
6:00 pm: Educational Offerings (see page 4)
6:00 pm: Junior Choristers
6:00 pm: D-Group
7:00 pm: Parish Choir

Fridays
10:30 am: Super Singers (April 24th, May 8th & 22nd)
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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