Synopsis & Context – Session #10 – Standing Tall, Falling Hard
Our future.
These two small words can conjure-up a whole multitude of feelings and
ideas…some not so pleasant to think about while some excite us beyond words.
What are we to consider about our future? How should we regard ourselves, and
all that we are building around us? This is the basis of what we are exploring this
week in Chapter 10 of The Story, as well as a theme we have in our readings for
this Sunday. When I think about our future, two other small but significant words
come to mind: hope and promise. In this section of The Story, there are several
more words that are called upon: blessing and trust.
Blessing was meant to be the distinguishing mark of the people of God. God’s
covenant with Israel called for trust and promised ultimate blessing. Yet, the period
of the judges is anything but a time of trust and blessing in Israel. More fitting
descriptions are: Barrenness. Blindness. Battles. Bereavement. Blessing was hard to
come by in those days. God’s people had abandoned God Himself, and “everyone
did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25). Few remembered God’s commands, even fewer
trusted to let God lead.
But God always has a few. One was a woman named Hannah. She had long endured the grief of
childlessness accompanied by the taunts of her husband’s other wife. On one of her visits to worship at
God’s house in Shiloh, Eli, the priest, mistook her devotion for drunkenness. She had poured out her heart
first in desperate prayer and then to Eli and vowed that she would dedicate her son to the LORD. Eli
assured her that her prayer would be heard. God did give Hannah a son and she kept her word. She named
the boy Samuel and took him to serve in the tabernacle under the High Priest, Eli.
God spoke to Samuel one night when he was still a boy. God told Samuel that Eli and his sons would be
judged and his priestly line would soon end. And as it always does, God’s word came true, this time
through the Philistines. Israel lost their first battle with the Philistines at Aphek and blamed their loss on
the absence of the ark of covenant. Their own absence of real trust with God went unnoticed. They faced
the Philistine army again, this time with the ark as their good luck charm and lost both the battle and the
ark. Eli had grown old and blind, and the devastating news of Israel’s defeat, the death of his sons and the
loss of the ark of covenant left Eli dead on the spot.
Samuel took Eli’s place, but Israel was dissatisfied and asked for a king. Samuel knew better and
expressed his opposition. God knew the people’s trust was seemingly all but gone by the people as a
whole. Israel knew only that they wanted to be like their pagan neighbors. God warned that their demand
for a king would be costly; that he would exploit them to the point of slavery. The people ignored God’s
warnings and still insisted on having an earthly king to fight their battles. Saul was anointed by Samuel
and was seemingly affirmed by miraculous signs from God. Saul started well, he fought the Ammonites
and gave God credit for their victory. Samuel reminded the people that God had not rejected them, even
though they had turned away from following…and really trusting Him. Samuel encouraged them again to
follow God and serve him from the heart. The ‘honeymoon’ with Saul as king was short-lived, however.
During another battle with the Philistines, Saul got nervous; Samuel was late. So Saul took matters—and
offerings—into his own hands, violating the role God had reserved for the priests. Samuel confronted
Saul; he backpedaled, made excuses, and tried to justify his sin, but wound up losing a dynasty. Saul’s
path of half-hearted trust and fear-based leadership grew more twisted with every step. So God rejected
Saul as king. Saul’s reign was Israel’s opportunity to see that monarchy is nothing when a man after
God’s own heart is not on the throne. God had already chosen such a man, an unlikely shepherd boy who
would one day become Saul’s successor…

Chapter #10: Standing Tall, Falling Hard

1 Samuel 1—4, 8—13, 15

Plot Points for Chapter 10: Standing Tall, Falling Hard
In the case of each character in this story, we see that God is seeking people willing to trust and obey him
whatever the circumstances. Although fathers may be faithful, this does not guarantee their children will
be. God’s people are called to covenant faithfulness, not conformity to the cultures around them. A
leader’s personality and charisma are not as important as humble obedience.
Cf. Barr, Adam Exploring the Story: A Reference Companion (Story, The). Zondervan.

Chapter 10: Standing Tall, Falling Hard is ‘woven’ from selections
from the front half of The First Book of the Prophet Samuel
Ch. 1 – Samuel’s birth and dedication
Ch. 2 – Song of Hannah; The corruption of the Sons of Eli the Priest and Oracle against their house
Ch. 3 – The call of Samuel
Ch. 4 – The capture of the Ark of the Covenant; the death of Eli
*Ch. 5 – The Philistines and the Ark  NOT included in The Story.
*Ch. 6 – The Ark returned to Israel  NOT included in The Story.
*Ch. 7 – Samuel as Judge  NOT included in The Story.

Ch. 8 – Israel demands a king
Ch. 9 – Saul identified as king
Ch. 10 – Samuel anoints Saul as king; sends him home with special instructions
Ch. 11 – Saul defeats the Ammonites
Ch. 12 – Samuel’s farewell
Ch. 13 – Saul’s unlawful sacrifice; preparations for battle against the Philistines
*Ch. 14 – Jonathan routs the Philistines; Saul’s rash oath  NOT included in The Story.

Ch. 15 – Saul defeats the Amalekites; the rejection of Saul
*Chs. 16—31 David  NOT included in Chapter 10, but is included in Chapter 11 of The Story.

God’s Story – YOUR story!
• Where do you see God’s GRACE in this chapter?
• How do you think Hannah serves as a model for trusting God in this story?
• What do you think was at the heart of Israel desire for a king? Are there implications for us with
how we look at/towards our leaders today?
• What do you feel is the biggest character flaw of Saul? What, if you had the power, would you
direct him to do about it (how would he change)?
•What is the biggest ‘take-away’ for you from this part of The Story?

