Synopsis and Context – Session #3 – Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh
The Bible is full of stories of powerful people and events, but even more it is a
powerful story filled with people, rather ordinary people. This week through The Story
and in worship we explore how God indeed carries out His mission with us. How does
God work his purpose when we feel ‘ordinary,’ perhaps even ‘weak,’ or even in the
midst of set-backs and the ‘messiness’ that we may feel our life is. Part of the answer
is revealed in our Formation, partly in our scripture used in worship, still more in what
we share by our liturgy and Communion itself.
Essential Questions to Consider:
• Why is the story of Joseph an essential part of God’s Story?
• What’s significant about Joseph for your story?
• Does God hear us when we pray?
• How do we keep faith in the midst of bad things happening, even suffering?
Today, the Story continues with Abraham’s great-grandson, Joseph. His story doesn’t get off to a very
good start and it goes downhill from there. In the process, we see very clearly that God’s plan to seek and
include us cannot be thwarted by selfish, even evil intentions; even when we are the ones in the way.
So Joseph was the 11th of 12 sons, he had little to expect by way of blessing or position through seniority.
Even so, he was his father’s favorite and Jacob (Israel) gives him a lavish gift to show this. The gift,
coupled with Joseph’s prediction that his 10 older brothers would one day bow down to him, created an
intolerable case of sibling rivalry; in fact, the NRSV simply says, “they hated him.” The 10 plot his death
at first, but wind up selling him into Egyptian slavery instead.
The road to Egypt rid the brothers of their nuisance, but landed Joseph a job as manager of the household
of Potiphar (a chief officer of Pharaoh). God blessed Potiphar because of Joseph and Potiphar was
therefore pleased with Joseph. It turns out Potiphar’s wife was also pleased with Joseph, but for different
reasons. After rejecting her advances, she accuses him of trying to “insult” her (actually far worse).
Potiphar believes his wife and Joseph was thrown into prison. Clearly wronged, but that’s not the end.
Even in prison, the circumstances start to look familiar. Joseph seems to be blessed – which is noted by
the Captain of the Guard and, once again, he is promoted to manager within the prison. He ends up
interpreting some dreams for two of Pharaoh’s court officials who were there with him. Pharaoh
eventually hears of Joseph’s talents and summons him to unravel one of his own dreams and ends up
promoting Joseph from prison manager to Deputy Pharaoh.
What was revealed in the dream was that a famine is coming, so Joseph is given a chance to initiate a plan
to storehouse food to sustain Egypt during the coming worldwide famine. This famine was felt back home
by Joseph’s family as well, and they made their way to Egypt to buy food. It had been 20 long years since
they sold him into slavery, but sure enough, Joseph was right (from that early dream): there they were,
bowing at his feet. Is this the end? NO.
Joseph’s entire family was saved. The Hebrew word actually means preserved as though God had
something in mind here; and indeed, He did. Jacob, the brothers, and all the extended family moved to the
safety of Egypt where they would survive the famine, and God would in fact safeguard his people and his
promises. Joseph saw the Upper Story, the big picture. He declared to his brothers, “You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done” (p. 42). There it is:
redemption in a sound bite. The Messiah would not come for centuries, yet God’s storytelling had begun.
Joseph’s life is a precursor, reminding us that though man plans for evil, God redeems for good. Beauty
for ashes. Life from death. Humanity is fragile, definitely temporal and left on its own fails, but God is,
acts and loves…God is present and does not evade…God prevails. Every time. (see also Romans 8:31—39)

Chapter #3: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh

Joseph

Genesis 37, 39, 41—48, 50

Chapter 3 – Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh is ‘woven’ from last ⅓ of Genesis.
Ch. 37 – A coat of many colors; Joseph dreams of greatness; Joseph is sold by his brothers
*Ch. 38 – Judah and Tamar (a subplot to the overall Genesis story, regarding Judah’s begetting the line of
Perez of which line King David comes from  NOT IN The Story

Ch. 39 – Joseph and Potiphar’s wife; Joseph wrongly thrown into prison
Ch. 40 – Joseph interprets the dreams of two prisoners
Ch. 41 – Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream; Joseph’s rise to power
Ch. 42 – Joseph’s brothers go to Egypt; meet with “Governor Joseph” but do not know him
Ch. 43 – The brothers return to Egypt with Benjamin
Ch. 44 – Joseph detains Benjamin; Judah pleads for Benjamin’s release
Ch. 45 – Joseph reveals himself to his brothers who are sent back to Jacob (now also known as Israel)
Ch. 46 – Jacob (Israel) brings his whole family household to Egypt and settles in Goshen
Ch. 47 – The famine in Egypt and the final days of Jacob (Israel)
Ch. 48 – Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons
*Ch. 49 – Jacob’s last words to his sons  NOT IN The Story

Ch. 50 – Upon Jacob’s death; Joseph grieves, buries his father; assures his brothers his forgiveness
and love; and ultimately lives out his days in prosperity and with family…
Remember that there are some big themes to cover in Genesis which is covered as Chapters 1—3
of The Story—events and concepts that have been studied over years in one’s career for centuries.
This is not a “final word,” but a narrative that invites you to explore and live into more fully.
A key point is made in verses in the Joseph cycle is Genesis 45:5 and 50:20, which reads: “Even though
you intended to do harm to me [lit. “evil”], God intended it for good.” (Genesis 50:20 NRSV [literal Hebrew])
This is another theological point of reflection: By this verse and the overall Joseph story, do you feel the
point is a predestined path, or the idea of God’s providence, or something else?

God’s Story – YOUR story!
• Why do you think the story of Joseph is an essential part of God’s Story? What aspects of the
story do you particularly connect with?
• Even in the darkest moments of Joseph’s life, we read, “The Lord was with Joseph.” What are
some clues that God is with us, even in dark places?
• What do you think was in Joseph that allowed him to truly forgive his brothers as he did?
I believe God does not abandon us. When we trust God, we can clear away all that ‘junk’ that would
otherwise define and even dictate our “worldly temporal life” and hear that still small voice that is God
whispering that we are known, loved, and that God is with us; that God can use even us and even a
situation and ultimately bring good. We might not be able to see it as it is happening and may only
recognize it many years later… that God was with you and you were still blessed. Embrace the journey
forward, for God is with you no matter what.

