Synopsis & Context – Session #5 – New Commands and a New Covenant
This week is one of those incredible occasions of grace that all we are
exploring and holding in prayer is really in concert with one another. As we
explore Chapter 5 of The Story, we move beyond perhaps the imagery we
once had of the Ten Commandments (vis-à-vis Charlton Heston) and begin
to see deeper connections, which are then echoed by the readings we have
this week in worship (Cf. Amos 5:6-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31).
It’s really quite striking just how important and penetrating these
connections can have on us today. There could be so many subtitles such as:
“Lost-found-lost again” or “I did it my way…again (so why is it still not
right)?” From what we are exploring in Chapter 5 of The Story and in the
Eucharist this week, there emerges some essential reflections for the lives
around us, perhaps it’s even more closer to home as one could ask, “If we’re
truly ‘living the dream,’ then how come so many feel so alone or stressed or
even fearful about life?” As we are discovering this year, The Story may feel
familiar, but it’s meaning is still new and profound for your life.
Chapter 5 picks up the story of Moses and the People of Israel after they are
free from Egypt and are wandering. The journey had begun. And, like all
journeys, there is a “from” and a “to.” God saved Israel from slavery, and He
saved them to not only a new land but in many ways a new (or stronger) identity: to become God’s
People in a Promised Land; a holy nation – called to be God’s People in a holy land. Israel was to be
different than the pagan nations surrounding them; they were called to honor God and to point others to
this LORD. Just weeks after the exodus, God inaugurated a new covenant with Israel that, if accepted and
lived into, would shape them into more than simply a nation, but to become a People called by God.
God had worked through Moses to lead His people out of Egypt and now they were assembled at the foot
of Mount Sinai in the desert wilderness. A holy God requires a holy people, so they were to purify or
‘consecrate’ themselves to prepare to meet with Him. When God’s presence fills the top of Mount Sinai
with thunder and fire the people are terrified. They are invited to a direct relationship with the LORD, but
opt for Moses to act as an intermediary on their behalf. Moses meets with God on the mountain and
receives the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments written on tablets of stone. These commands and
ordinances reveal God’s expectations for this the people of the covenant. This covenant is literally sealed
with blood and ratified by Israel’s full commitment.
That commitment, however, clearly did not have the depth or spiritual character to back it up. Just days
after Israel ascends the Covenant, they do not trust that God is still with them and are literally up to their
earrings in idolatry (and then some). While Moses, their desired representative is on the mountain with
God, the people trade their promise for a trinket; their revelation of God for an idol they create: a golden
calf. This is known as the apostasy – the act of renouncing their faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob and Joseph for a god of their hands. Moses returns indignant and in his rage, shatters the tablets and
calls for immediate action. The Levites collectively stand with Moses immediately and are sent exact a
price for this action: 3,000 in one day! ‘Restitution’ is made and Moses returns to the mountain and is
given a new set of tablets, seemingly inscribed by God as the first.
God proposes to send Israel on to Canaan without Moses, who then prays for God’s presence to remain.
God graciously promises to remain with Israel, in the form of a cloud over the Tabernacle. God then
graciously grants a personal request of Moses to “show me Your glory” (p.67). God passes before him
allowing Moses to only see His back side because “my face must not be seen.” After spending this second
group of forty days with the LORD on Mount Sinai, Moses comes down with the two new tablets of the
covenant law; his face was so radiant after time with God that he veils it because the people are… afraid.

Chapter 5 – New Commands and a New Covenant is ‘woven’ from about the second half of
Exodus (19—20; 24—25; 32—34; 40).
*Ch. 18 – Jethro’s advice toMoses  NOT IN The Story
Ch. 19 – The Israelites reach Mt. Sinai; the People consecrated
Ch. 20 – The Ten Commandments; laws concerning worship
*Ch. 21 – The laws concerning slaves; violence; property  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 22 – Laws of restitution; social and religious laws  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 23 – Justice for all; sabbatical year and Sabbath; the Annual Festivals;
conquest of Canaan promised  NOT IN The Story
Ch. 24 – The blood of the Covenant; on the Mountain with God
Ch. 25 – Offerings for the Tabernacle; the Ark of the Covenant; the Table for the Bread of Presence;
the Lampstand
*Ch. 26 – The Tabernacle; the framework; the curtain  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 27 – The Altar of Burnt Offering; the Court and its Hangings; the Oil for the Lamp  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 28 – Vestments for the Priesthood; the Ephod; the Breastplate; other vestments  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 29 – The ordination of Priests; the Daily Offerings  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 30 – The Altar of Incense; the Half Shekel for the Sanctuary; the bronze basin;
the anointing oil and incense  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 31 – Bezalel and Oholiab; the Sabbath Law; the Two Tablets of the Law  NOT IN The Story
Ch. 32 – The apostasy and golden calf
Ch. 33 – The command to leave Sinai; the tent outside the camp; Moses’ Intercession; “Show me your glory”
Ch. 34 – Moses makes new tablets; the Covenant renewed; the shining face of Moses
*Ch. 35 – Sabbath regulations; preparations & offerings for making the Tabernacle  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 36 – Construction of the Tabernacle  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 37 – Making the Ark of the Covenant; Table for the Bread of the Presence; Lampstand;
Altar of Incense; Anointing Oil & Incense  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 38 – Making the Altar of Burnt Offering; Court of the Tabernacle; materials  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 39 – Making the vestments for the Priesthood; the work completed  NOT IN The Story
Ch. 40 – The Tabernacle Erected and Its equipment installed; the Cloud and Glory

God’s Story – YOUR story!
What surprises or even shocks you the most about this story? Does it change how you see/regard
the story of the Ten Commandments and/or the Covenant?
What does justice mean for you? Where does your notion of justice come from? (from
whom/what did you learn this sense of justice)
Does you image of God change from this part of the story? Why or why not?
What do the Ten Commandments reveal to you about the nature of God and His desire to have a
relationship with us? What makes it easier? What makes it difficult?
God describes Himself as compassionate, slow to anger, gracious, and abounding in lovingkindness (p. 68). Where do you see these qualities in this chapter?
If the Decalogue or Ten Commandments are the basic guidelines or the “rules of the road” for
our life with God and each other, then what makes the Two Commandments Jesus gives us
considered to be “The Great Commandments.” What do you see as being the difference(s)
fundamentally between these two sets of commandments?

