Synopsis & Context – Session #7 – The Battle Begins
Living into the Promise and New Life…
Even with a new start, what makes new life really possible and so real that
it continues to transform our life as we journey on? Well this is explored
both directly this week in Session 7 of The Story and then echoed with our
readings in worship. Familiar stories now explored to discover deeper
meanings and connections to our life today.
Israel had spent the last 40 years on a road to nowhere. A lot can change in
40 years. All of the people who were slaves in Egypt had died, except for
two, Joshua and Caleb. Moses had died too. Joshua had been his assistant
and he was Israel’s new leader. The wilderness of distrust and defeat was
behind them now and a new generation camped at Canaan’s edge.
A lot had changed during the wilderness years, but God had not. The
promise He’d made to Abraham over 600 years before was about to turn
into reality. The LORD spoke to Joshua saying, “Be strong and courageous,
for I am with you. Be careful to obey my law” (p. 89). Joshua listened well.
He had spied out the land as a young man and trusted God to give it to
them as He’d promised. Now he sent two spies into Jericho to appraise the
land. They were hidden in the house of Rahab, a prostitute who protected
them from the king of Jericho. She boldly confessed her faith in the LORD as the one true God who had
given the land to Israel. The spies responded to her faith by agreeing to save her whole family when they
attacked Jericho.
This new generation of Israelites had heard the stories about crossing the Red Sea on dry land; now, their
first steps into the Promised Land were taken across another patch of dry land when God parted the
Jordan River – another highway leading into God’s promise.
When they reached Jericho, the military strategy was unorthodox. The priests marched the Ark of the
Covenant around Jericho’s walls each day for six days. On the seventh day, they marched around the city
seven times. Their parade concluded with the sound of trumpets and shouts as they completed a seventh
circle around the city. Amazingly, the walls of Jericho collapsed! Jericho was destroyed and Rahab and
her family were saved.
The land of Canaan was a place of conquest and victory for Israel. When Israel obeyed, God faithfully
delivered her enemies into her hands. When they failed to trust Him, they missed out on the fulfillment of
those promises. Even the temporary defeat at Ai caused by disobedience was later turned to victory when
the people followed God’s command. In the annihilation of entire cities, we see God’s holy intolerance of
sin. In the account of Gibeon, we see God’s mercy extended to a people who were willing to follow the
true God. After taking the entire region by force, Joshua divided up the land by tribe as Israel’s
inheritance.
The chapter closes with Joshua’s final words as he recounts the stories of God’s faithfulness and
deliverance. God will keep His promises. He will also let us choose whether or not we will participate in
the blessings of His promises. These stories of God’s people are our stories too and, like Joshua, we must
“choose this day whom you will serve.” Joshua stated “as for me and my household, I will serve the
LORD.” (Cf. Joshua 24:14—15) The question still beckons to us today: whom / what will you serve?

Chapter #7: The Battle Begins

Joshua 1—2; 6;8;10—11; 23—24

Plot Points for Chapter 7: The Battle Begins
Israel is given a second chance to do what they failed to do the first time they stood at the border of the
Promised Land—trust the Lord to bring victory as they walk in faithful obedience. God brings ethnic
outsiders who demonstrate faith in the God of Israel into his covenant community. Israel is called to bring
God’s judgment on Canaan by completely cleansing the land of its former occupants. Israel is called to be
a people led and directed by God’s revelation, through the Book of the Law and regular prayer.

Chapter 7 – The Battle Begins is ‘woven’ from selections throughout the Book of Joshua.
Ch. 1 – After the death of Moses, God’s call to Joshua; address to the Transjordanian Tribes
Ch. 2 – Spies sent to Jericho; shelter of Rahab and a promise made
*Ch. 3 – Israel crosses the Jordan  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 4 – Israel at Gilgal; building the altar NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 5 – Circumcision of the new generation and Passover; theophany given to Joshua  NOT IN The Story

Ch. 6 – Jericho is taken by Israel and destroyed; keeping the promise to Rahab
*Ch. 7 – The sin of Achan, mourning, penitence and punishment NOT IN The Story

Ch. 8 – City of Ai captured by a stratagem (ambush) and destroyed; Joshua renews the Covenant*
*Ch. 9 – The Gibeonites save themselves by trickery (estb. A treaty)  NOT IN The Story

Ch. 10 – Joshua’s defense of Gibeon from a coalition attack of 5 kings; Israel’s is victorious
Ch. 11 – United Kings of Northern Canaan defeated
*Ch. 12 – Extra summary of former kingdoms conquered by Moses / those of Joshua  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 13 – Parts of Canaan still unconquered; God’s action / gift of remaining territories  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 14 – Destruction of the territory West of the Jordan; Hebron allotted to Caleb  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 15 – The territory of Judah and settlement in the land  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 16 – The territory of Ephraim  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 17 – The other ‘Half-Tribe of Manasseh (West); the tribe of Joseph protests  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 18 – Remaining territories of the remaining tribes; territory of Benjamin  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 19 – The territories of Simeon; Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, Dan; Joshua’s inheritance  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 20 – The Cities of Refuge  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 21 – Cities allotted to the Levites  NOT IN The Story
*Ch. 22 – The Eastern Tribes return to their territory  NOT IN The Story

Ch. 23 – Joshua’s farewell address
Ch. 24 – The Covenant at Shechem (including the recapitulation and paramount verse Joshua 24:15
“But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”; concluding notices

God’s Story – YOUR story!
• What do you find the most surprising, even shocking when we enter the historical books?
• What is the key word or phrase you would use to characterize the essence of the Book of Joshua?
• What character traits of Joshua most impresses you?
• Even with this new start in the “promised land,” what do you feel makes the “promised life”
possible for Israel? How about us with our own promised new life?
•Towards the end of his farewell address, Joshua offers, “As for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord” which is echoed later in the Old Testament. In our own time, how would we
embody this sentiment ourselves…what do you feel is meant by really ‘serving the Lord?’

