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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

You Are the Faith, Family, Future Initiative!

“Incredible!  I wish I could do that!” was my response to hearing the 
introduction of  a couple that was part of  my newcomers group in Tokyo 

some 23 years ago.  The reply from the husband was, “You are!”  He was 
referring to their sense of  vocation, calling, purpose in life and service – they 
had arrived in Tokyo in response to a growing sense of  calling to leave their 
settled life in Amsterdam and be missionaries for the next three years at least.  
The reply of  the husband to my comment was followed by the explanation that 
I too am a missionary, whether in title or not, for I said yes to a sense of  call that 
led me away from what was “home” to a new place, bringing with me my own 
gifts and talents to share along with a willingness to share my own story of  my 

life with God.  Hmmm…I never really thought of  that…at all.  I did, however, realize immediately he was right and 
found that night’s conversation gave me the confidence I needed to not worry about figuring why I felt led to come 
to Japan, but a willingness to live into this new part of  my journey and discover where my own gifts and the Spirit 
was leading me to next.

This still is what makes Pentecost and the season that follows anything but ordinary and never dull.  With Pentecost, 
we celebrate what the Spirit is saying to and moving in each of  us, as the Children of  God and members of  the 
Body of  Christ.  Pentecost calls attention to each of  us as ministers, entrusted with different gifts and talents that 
all help to reveal the love of  God by who we are, how we live and serve in Christ’s Name…just as the Dutch 
missionary was saying was happening in me as I found myself  now in Tokyo those years ago.  This part of  my 
own story stays fresh, for I realize the Spirit continues to reveal my next steps and gifts I will need as I continue 
to say Yes to God and grow into my life with God.  The same thing happens to you, no matter what your age or 
experience – with Pentecost, the celebration lifts up how much God is at work in you.

This year, we have the incredible opportunity to celebrate how this is made known in a particularly tangible way 
with the Faith, Family and Future Initiative.  As the campaign itself  comes to a conclusion, people are still writing or 
stopping by to share how they are feeling led to help and participate.  It’s truly awesome and inspiring to realize 
how much more we can do together – especially with these three special areas of  Youth & Family Ministry, 
replacing our organ and attending to the needs of  our main building.  In all, the campaign is about an opportunity 
to practice our stewardship of  the resources entrusted to us in a way that really prepares us for a new generation – 

We are the

Faith, Family and Future
of St. Thomas Church

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  l u n c h !  •  J u n e  7 t h ,  2 0 1 5  a f t e r  t h e  1 0  o ’ c l o c k  s e r v i c e .
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just as we have been doing for our first Housing Community of  Thomaston Woods.  This has been an incredible 
outpouring – both to those who have pledged their own time, talent and treasure and those who are prayerfully 
considering how best to contribute even further in their own way – thank you!  When we gather on June 7th for 
the Celebration Lunch of  the Campaign, we mark not as much the end but the beginning of  the next step of  the 
journey.  June 7th is also an occasion to affirm how much the campaign is but one foundational aspect of  the larger 
vision for the Faith, Family and Future Initiative.  

Some of  these other aspects we have begun to address already, some we can begin to consider now.  To that end, 
I want to invite you to come back this June/July to a series of  conversations that I will host in our Hearth Room.  
We will have a number of  questions for you to consider a we begin new conversations together – not only sharing 
some next steps, but checking our direction together and gaining your further ideas, just as the Spirit is moving in 
you, too.  So many great things have started and are happening now.  With the Holy Spirit, which we celebrate 
at Pentecost, new possibilities and gifts now emerge and are offered.  “I wish I could do that…” well you are!  
Together, it’s going to be a great summer!

I’ll see you in Church and especially on June 7th!

P.S. - If  you still would like to visit further about any aspect of  the Faith, Family and Future Initiative and our related 
Campaign, please call or email me and we can arrange a time to visit and talk more.

(513) 448.7999  |  darren@stthomasepiscopal.org 

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

Come to the Carey Farm 
in Milford for our annual 
“Welcome to Summer” picnic.  
The afternoon offers delights for 
everyone: patio conversation and 
“catch-up” for adults, sandbox, 
swings and games for children, 
fried chicken, and an afternoon 
soaking up creation’s goodness. 

Bring a chair or blanket to sit on 
and a side dish to share. 
RSVP to Pastor Mary!

Welcome
to Summer!
Church Picnic

Sunday June 14th, 2015
4 to 7 p.m.

4150 Mount Carmel Road
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Summer Music Series
June, July & August 2015

Our Sunday mornings this summer will feature 
special musical offerings at the 10 o’clock service. 

This roster of  musicians is made up of  parish youth, 
Choral Scholars, adult volunteers, and wonderful local 
professional musicians who will enrich our morning 
Eucharist with their talents. St. Thomas is home to 
a number of  musical ensembles, so we can also look 
forward to the presence of  The Parish Choir, the 
Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas and the  St. Thomas 
Chamber Wind Ensemble. We hope you enjoy this 
musical extravaganza!

Music Lessons through CCM
Register now!

One of  the exciting new initiatives here at St. Thomas 
this year has been our partnership with the UC 

College-Conservatory of  Music Preparatory Department. 
We currently have faculty from CCM Prep offering lessons in 
piano and voice during the afternoons. Many more options 
are available, including guitar, brass, wind instruments, and 
strings (Interest from 3 or more students allows us to bring 
a faculty member to our location). For more information, 
contact Carlton Monroe: cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

Music Schedule
*Member of  the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra

May 31
Brianna Bragg, mezzo-soprano

June 7
The Parish Choir 

June 14
TBA

June 21
Jonathan Cooper, baritone

June 28
Alexandra Kassouf, soprano 
*Douglas Lindsay, trumpet

July 5
Elizabeth Elin, cello

July 12
Kayleigh Bush, flute

July 19
*Dwight Parry, oboe

July 26
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas

August 2
Spencer Bartley, euphonium

August 9
Mark Woolsey, baritone

August 16
TBA

August 23 (mass on the grass)
The St. Thomas Chamber Winds

August 30
*Jennifer Monroe, bassoon

Summer Music Camp
July 20th to 24th 
St. Thomas Music Camp for Ages 6-13

The St. Thomas Music Camp  is a fun-filled week 
of  music, games, friends, and fun! During the 

week, campers will improve their singing, learn music 
theory, and experience the art of  music in a new way! 
Professional musicians from around the city will join 
us each day to talk about their lives in music.  The 
CCM Preparatory Department will teach us to make 
homemade instruments and offer an Instrument 
“Petting Zoo.” Cost of  the camp will be $60 per child; 
$40 for any additional children from the same family. 
For more information visit the St. Thomas website or 
contact cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

B a c h  E n s e m b l e  o f  S t .  T h o m a s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, November 15, 6pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Barmherziges Herze der ewigen Liebe, BWV 185 

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday,  January 17, 6pm
With guest artists from the Cincinnati Camerata
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Meinen Jesum lass ich nicht, BWV 124 

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, December 6, 6pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Jauchzet Gott in allen Lande, BWV 51
Pew: Lo, the Bridegroom Cometh (world premiere)

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, February 14, 6pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Tallis: Lamentations of  Jeremiah

BACH VESPERS 
Sunday, October 11, 6pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Du sollt Gott, deinen Herren, BWV 77

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, April 10, 6pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Ich bin ein guter Hirt, BWV 85

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

Amateur musicians are invited to join members of  the Bach Ensemble for a special all-day experience. We will 
rehearse and perform a Bach cantata, along with selected music from other composers. We’ll spend Saturday 

morning in sectional rehearsals led by Bach Ensemble musicians, and meet in the afternoon for combined 
rehearsals and performance. On Sunday, participants observe a Bach Ensemble rehearsal, and are invited to the 
Vespers service that evening. Visit www.bachensemble.org for more information.

Bach Retreat for Amateur Adults
Saturday-Sunday, October 10-11, 2015

Bach Retreat for Students
Saturday-Sunday, April 9-10, 2016

E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

PERGOLESI IN THE PARISH HALL 
Collaboration with Cincinnati Chamber Opera
Friday, February 12, 7:30pm
Saturday, February 13, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Pergolesi: Stabat Mater and La Serva Padrona

BACH EUCHARIST
Sunday, May 8, 10:45am
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Er rufet seinen Schafen mit Namen, BWV 175

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

SEASON-OPENING CONCERT
Sunday, September 13, 3pm
First Lutheran Church (on Washington Park)

In commemoration of  the 120th anniversary of  First 
Lutheran Church in downtown Cincinnati, the Bach 
Ensemble perform a mix of  vocal and instrumental 
music, including sacred cantatas of  Bach and Vivaldi’s 
spectacular Bassoon Concerto.

BACH’S BIRTHDAY CONCERT
Sunday, March 13, 3pm
The Cathedral Basilica in Covington, Kentucky

Join us to celebrate the 330th birthday of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach! The program for this concert will 
feature some of  Bach’s great master works, including 
excerpts from Bach’s B-Minor Mass and the 
Brandenburg Concertos.

O u t r e a c h  C o n c e r t s
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D e a c o n  M a r s h a l l ’ s  R o l e  C o m p l e t e d

“Why is Marshall leaving?” is a question that has echoed around St. Thomas 
recently. The answer is simple: his job here is complete.  Deacon Marshall 

Wiseman arrived at St. Thomas two years ago after careful discernment about 
where his organizational abilities might best serve a congregation. His years at St. 
Anne’s, West Chester, had been fulfilling but “hanging around” when his mission 
there was complete, did not appeal to an active individual. Then, a chance meeting 
with Father Darren at an Inter Parish Ministry event, opened the opportunity to 
serve at St. Thomas. Marshall became only the second vocational deacon at St. 
Thomas in recent history. [Deacon Emily Gardiner Neal served in St. Thomas’ 
healing ministry for more than a decade.]

In response to Fr. Darren’s question to Marshall regarding what he feels he accomplished in his years at St. 
Thomas, Marshall replied, “I think I have accomplished little here except in helping the rejuvenation of  the 
Housing Corporation and the participation of  parishioners in the ministry at Thomaston Woods. It is such a joy 
to see parishioners who once said, ‘How do you get to Thomaston Woods?’ now say, ‘Are you going to be at next 
month’s dinner at Thomaston Woods?’” His statement about his accomplishments is a very modest statement. 
The work at Thomaston Woods and Meadows has changed the lives of  residents there.
Working with Fr. Darren, the Vestry and others to bring Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows under 
the management umbrella of  Episcopal Retirement Homes was a remarkable accomplishment. This partnership 
has enabled the complete restoration of  those facilities as well as securing financial stability and focusing the 
relationship of  St. Thomas on ministry to the residents of  Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows rather 
than on property management. Add to that future plans for Scholar House as a “reach for the stars” opportunity, 
and a picture of  cooperative accomplishment emerges. For that Deacon Marshall is very grateful!
Marshall sees ongoing St. Thomas outreach that is waiting to be accomplished: continuing support of  Inter Parish 
Ministry, a leadership succession plan for both Habitat for Humanity and Mountain TOP, and a disaster response 
program to be developed should such action be needed in our area. 
After Pentecost Deacon Marshall will be moving from St. Thomas to serve as deacon at Christ Church Cathedral 
in downtown Cincinnati. No, he is not moving for a higher salary. Many are not aware that deacons’ work is pro 
bono. St. Thomas has paid no salary for the hours and efforts that Marshall has contributed to St. Thomas, nor 
will the Cathedral compensate him in any way but satisfaction in contributing to the greater good of  people and 
the church.  Deacons might be considered to be “gifts” to a parish. Having had no deacon at the Cathedral for 
some time, Dean Gail Greenwell welcomes him there knowing he is willing to be surprised by what his ministry 
there will be.  Much will be discovered “on the job.”
A need in the city at which Marshall will be taking a close look is the need for affordable housing for those who 
provide services to residents. Enabling them to walk to work would be a blessing. Much new upscale housing in 
the city is not affordable to the working class. Many do not have cars. Bus transportation does not serve all areas. 
Working to explore suitable housing for workers will be on Marshall’s to-do-list.
Marshall has served as a deacon for nearly twenty years. One of  the challenges is the whole process of  discernment 
in transitions to new positions while maintaining a diaconal heart. That process has been aided by discerning 
priests, including his wife, Heather, a priest. He has also been cautioned to avoid becoming a mini-priest in any 
setting.  He continues to envision his role as that of  extending outreach where help and growth are needed.
Pentecost will be Marshall’s last Sunday at St. Thomas. On May 31, he will be officially serving at Christ Church 
Cathedral.  On his agenda for the near future is a rock climbing trip to Tennessee and time with grandchildren. 
Marshall will not be bored! Thank you, Marshall, for your service and for the happy energy you have brought to 
St. Thomas!
~Submitted by Patti Normile
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Thank You, St. Thomas!
As many of  you know, I have recently decided to step away from editing the 
St. Thomas Tidings.  Little did I realize when Fr. Bob and Vern Thomas asked 
me to “help out” during the period of  transition by editing the newsletter 
that the “assistance” would morph into a seven-year commitment!

That assistance, however, was much more than a commitment.  It was a 
blessing and a gift.  As newcomers to St. Thomas and to the Cincinnati area, 
Alex and I did not know many people and were St. Thomas neophytes.  
Diving into the mechanics of  the newsletter was a crash course into the 
history, people, and ministries of  St. Thomas.  Though it wasn’t the easiest 

initiation, I grew to love everything about both the newsletter and St. Thomas.  From working with the wonderful 
clergy and staff to interviewing parishioners to editing articles on all the amazing ministries of  St. Thomas, I could 
not be more grateful for the opportunity to do this job.

As I focus more on traveling to visit family and friends and on continuing participation in other ministry 
opportunities at St. Thomas, I want to thank all who have helped with this endeavor - Fr. Darren, Pastor Mary, 
Carlton Monroe, Lori Gerred, Winky Skinner, Midi Drew, and all the dedicated volunteers (especially Alex) who 
collated, stapled, labeled, and bundled hundreds of  copies each month.  Your dedication made it all possible.  

As Jonathan Cooper adds the Tidings to his other responsibilities as Director of  Communications, I look forward 
to continued growth and innovation as the Tidings keeps us abreast of  Christ’s work in our parish and community.

Again, thank you!
Bea Filimonov

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  B e a

Celebrating two vital ministries! Fr. Darren presents Deacon Marshall and Bea with some tokens of  our appreciation!
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H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y

Greetings to all volunteers!

We have begun our 2015 build and have two of  the three houses ready to erect 
exterior walls. The address is one block from where we built last year. The 

address is 726 Mulberry St. For those of  you who worked last year, the lots are next 
door to the church parking lot where you may have parked. The lots are flat and 
much easier to work on than last year. The following Saturdays are the dates that St 
Thomas is scheduled to provide work volunteers:
June 6           July 11*           Aug 15*           Sept 26           Oct 24           Nov 28*

We are scheduled to provide lunch on the starred (*) dates!
This year Habitat has changed the way we check in for each work day. They are asking each worker to pre register 
one time over the internet. After you are registered as a worker you will need to sign in at least one day in advance 
over the internet. I will send you the links and more information on how to do it in a separate email. Hope to see 
you on June 5. If  you have any questions, please call me at 513-831-1912 or email me (gike64@yahoo.com). 

VOLUNTEERHUB INSTRUCTIONS FOR EASTSIDE VOLUNTEERS
Habitat now requires that all volunteers use an internet-based process to pre-register for each day that we work at 
the build site. In order to register you will need to create or modify a user account, after which you can sign up for 
each specific work date as a member of  “Eastside Coalition Churches”.

GETTING STARTED
Access volunteerhub using the following link: http://habitatcincinnati.volunteerhub.com/events/index
Those without a previous account should click on the NEW USER button and follow that process. Those who 
already have accounts should click on the RETURNING USER button and follow that process, adding the 
Eastside Coalition to your profile. The system requires that you enter the information that previously was on the 

paper sign-in form and waiver form, and those 
paper forms are no longer required with one 
exception: youth 16-17 must fill out the waiver 
form on-site and have it signed by the adult 
responsible for them.
During the account setup process you will 
arrive at a page titled “User Registration: Join 
Code” followed by “You will be joined to the 
following groups.” In order to be able to sign up 
for Saturday work days you must enter the Join 
Code “east2”. Enter that in the join code box 
and then click Next. You should be told you are 
a member of  “Eastside Coalition Churches”. 
(This will NOT remove you from any other 
groups so it won’t prevent you from signing up 
for those other activities.)



9

H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y

REGISTRATION FOR EACH WORK DAY
Once you have a new or updated volunteerhub user profile Habitat wants you to register for each and every build 
day you attend, and the easiest way is to use the following link: http://vhub.at/eastside
That link will take you to the calendar of  events dedicated exclusively to Eastside builds (whereas the link you used 
to create and/or modify your user account and the link off of  the Habitat web site will show you every volunteer 
date at all build sites, as well as office and ReStore volunteer opportunities).
Scroll down that list of  events to see the various planned build dates. Find the date you want to register for and 
hover your mouse over the underlined “Lockland, OH -722/725/726 Mulberry Street” - you should see the build 
address/date/time and the number of  signup slots left for Eastside Coalition Church members. If  you see the 
word “Reserved” it means that you don’t have the right join code, so call/email me for help. If  you see that the 
slots are all “Filled” then other church member beat you to the signup list. In that case you can take the day off, 
but we would rather have you just go ahead and show up at the work site- we want your help anyway.
Once you find the right build date then click on the underlined portion and follow the steps to sign up for that build 
date. Once you sign up for build dates those will be listed at the top of  the page when you first enter volunteerhub.
You will receive reminder emails for each date you sign up for. If  you end up changing your plans you will help 
us out by using the link in that email to cancel your registration. That will open the slot for somebody else and 
prevent the lunch provider from making an unnecessary lunch on Saturday. Thank you in advance for helping us 
keep track of  the work hours that go into the houses we build!
~Submitted by Mike Getz

“St. Thomas is our spiritual 
home, now into the 4th 
generation. It has been 
the lynchpin of  the most 
important milestones in our 
Christian life—baptism, 
confirmations, weddings and 
funerals. That’s no different 
for  hundreds of  families past 
and present.”

- The Milehams

We are the
Faith, Family, Future

Initiative

Celebration Lunch
June 7th, 2015

After the 10 o’clock service

Please 
join us!
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

Senior Dinner
Thursday, June 18 at six o’clock

Join our St. Thomas Dinner Club Group and enjoy 
fellowship and lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere 
of  the Terrace Park Country Club. Our next dinner is 
Thursday, June 18 with social time beginning at 6pm 
and dinner served at 6:30pm. Entrée will be a choice of  
roast pork or baked salmon. Cost: $23.50. Please mail a 
check, made out to St. Thomas Church, to Lou Scott, 
696 Milford Hills Drive, Milford 45150 to make your 
reservation.

~Submitted by Lou Scott

Flower Donations
The flowers on the altar are supported by all sorts of  
Church members! Celebrate a birthday, a wedding 
anniversary, remember a loved one or any other event 
in your life by donating to the altar guild flower fund. 
We gladly announce your event in the weekly church 
bulletin. After Sunday services, an altar guild member 
arranges the flowers to be taken to shut in parishioners, 
neighbors or other friends, noting that they graced the 
altar of  our Church. Flower donations can be given 
throughout the year, not just at Easter & Christmas! 
Feel free to call the Church office or speak with an altar 
guild member if  you would like to contribute.

~Submitted by Sandy Wittman-Shell

Library update
We are purchasing new books gradually with the 
proceeds from the book sale last fall.  Our most 
recent additions are:  The Bonhoeffer Reader (Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer was martyred by Nazis in WWII); Martin 
Luther King’s “Thou Dear God”: Prayers that Open Hearts 
and Spirits; Praying in Color, by Sybil MacBeth; Dear Abba, 
by Brennan Manning; two books by Rowan Williams, 
former Archbishop of  Canterbury; two by Marcus 
Borg, American New Testament scholar; two books on 
hymnology; another beautiful National Geographic 
publication, The Story of  Christianity; On God’s Side: What 
Religion Forgets and Politics Hasn’t Learned about Serving the 
Common Good, by Jim Wallis, founder and editor of  
Sojourners magazine; and Toughest People to Love: How 
to Understand, Lead, and Love the Difficult People in Your Life 
-- Including Yourself, by Chuck DeGroat.  We hope these 
titles will entice you to use our library!

~Submitted by Helen Hurley

St. Thomas Library: Online!
Helen Hurley has been tirelessly cataloging books that 
were in the parlor, the adult reading room, and sundry 
closets around the church.  All completed cataloging 
is now online – 766 books, but lots more to catalog!  
You can view our catalog from home, on vacation, 
Starbucks or anywhere there is a computer!  If  you 
need more information, contact her at hurleyhelen@
cinci.rr.com. Please use our library - there are many 
excellent titles!

Go to www.librarything.com/catalog/stthomastp 
to view the library holdings. A tutorial on how to use 
the online listing can be found on our website:
www.stthomasepiscopal.org/library

Reds Baseball Game
Sunday, July 19 at one o’clock

Join us for a church trip to see our Cincinnati Reds take 
on the Cleveland Indians at Great American Ballpark.  
The game is on Sunday, July 19, at 1pm. A block of  tick-
ets have been reserved - claim your ticket by emailing 
Carlton Monroe at cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.
org. The cost is $23 per person, payable to St. Thomas.

~Submitted by Carlton Monroe

Over the Edge for Elders
Friday, June 12 from 5 to 7pm

Meet us outside the YMCA building in OTR (1105 Elm 
Street) to watch Fr. Darren rappel(!) down the building 
in support of  low-income senior housing. Though the 
jumps span two days, Darren’s jump on Friday night 
will be part of  a VIP event featuring local celebrities, 
a BBQ buffet, craft beer, wine and music!  However, 
this can only happen with sponsors! To sponsor, please 
visit the ERH website at www.episcopalretirement.
com/over-the-edge-4-elders, click donate and 
make sure you choose Darren from the drop-down list 
of  participants!  Technical trouble? Call the office at 
513.831.2052 and ask for Jonathan.

~Submitted by Fr. Darren
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Rappel
foR a
good

cause.
( no expeRience necessaRy )

    A fundraising event supporting  
 low-income senior housing in OTR  
Get involved! Go to #OTE4ELDERS

Saturday, June 13  n  9 a.m.-5 p.m.
In Over-the-Rhine at Central Parkway YMCA

1105 Elm Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202
THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS!
PRESENTING SPONSOR:

Font: Futura Bold/Futura Light
Colors: PMS 540 Blue/PMS 404 Grey 

LEAD SPONSOR:

BUILDING SPONSOR:

OTE4ELDERS.ORG

Help send 

Darren over 

the Edge!!
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Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10:00 to 11:30 am

Summer schedules can make it hard for parents to have quiet time to themselves. Come away for some breathing 
room this summer so you can re-enter the summer fray with your children a little more connected with yourself. 
We will be meeting a few times a month.  Gatherings with Beth will focus on parenting and children. Gatherings 
with Mary will focus on the prayer and/or cooking together! 

June 3rd – Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil
June 17th – Sabbath Rest 
July 8th – Summer Dinner Prep
July 22nd – Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil
July 29th – Praying with a Labyrinth
August 26th  - Soul Collage

Tuesday Night Family Dinners

Family Dinners will be held every Wednesday evening in June and July (except for July 22nd) as part of  our “Living 
Whole-Hearted Lives” series (see opposite page). Dinner will be at six o’clock and child care will be provided from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm. There will not be a dinner gathering in August.

Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l i e s

at

St. Thomas!
July 19th ~ Cincinnati Reds Game
August 2nd ~ M.T.O.P. Celebration
August 23rd ~ Mass on the Grass 

BBQ & Pool Party!
August 30th ~ Church Breakfast

June 7th ~ FFF Celebration
Acolytes & Senior Recognition

June 14th ~ Church Picnic
June 21st ~ Church Breakfast

June 29 to July 3rd - VBS
July 12th ~ Church Breakfast

Your
Summer
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Living Whole-Hearted Lives: Conversations on the research of  Dr. Bréne Brown
Wednesdays in June/July (except July 22nd) at six o’clock

6:00 to 6:30 pm - Dinner 
6:30 to 8:30 pm - Conversation (child care provided)

“We are hard-wired for connection” 
That’s Bréne Brown’s way of  saying God created us for relationship. When Jesus came 
to teach us and invite us into the Kingdom of  God, he came to teach us how to LOVE… 
how to have life-giving relationships. This is our life’s work, learning how to love well. 
We have many places to practice this work: families, friends, neighbors, work, school, 
teams... and we are never finished. Sometimes we do our best loving as we are dying! 

Bréne Brown has spent her career studying how we connect in our relationships, and 
what gets in the way of  love. In her book The Gifts of  Imperfection she offers ten ‘guideposts’ 
for living a “Whole-Hearted” life. Join us for an eight week series as we discuss these 
guideposts, and consider how we can cultivate them in our day-to-day lives. 

The Gifts of  Imperfection is a very readable book. Though it’s recommended that you read 
it, still come even if  you can’t find the time! It’s also available as an audio book (that’s 

how Pastor Mary read it!) and you can easily read or listen to one chapter a week. Copies of  the book are available 
in the church office for $9.

For an introduction to Bréne Brown and her research, you can listen to her TEDtalks online. Her 2010 TEDx 
Houston talk, The Power of  Vulnerability is one the top ten most viewed TED talks in the world, with over 11 million 
viewers. Follow this link to see her videos (scroll to the bottom of  the page) - or scan the QR code on your phone! 
http://www.ted.com/speakers/brene_brown

We share a simple meal together to begin our evening. Please join us for this time, as some of  our most important 
connections happen over meals! 

Please contact Pastor Mary for more information! (mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org)

SoulCollage® Cardmaking Workshops
Sundays July 26 and August 30, from 2 to 6 pm in the Parish Hall

Our soul has things to say to us… things that can heal us, help us understand 
why we do what we do, what we really long for, why we’re stuck, what the next 
faithful thing to do is… 

But it’s not always easy to hear these conversations within us. Our soul 
communicates with us best through images…like when we’re dreaming. And 
God does too. 

Come to a workshop that uses sacred collage to give voice to our soul conversations. If  you’re familiar with 
SoulCollage® already, come and make cards to add to your deck.

This is open to the general public! All are welcome - adults &  youth from 6th grade up.

E d u c a t i o n a l  O f f e r i n g s
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What an incredible day and fun event!  With 80 golfers registered to play, over 24 hole sponsors, five major 
sponsors, over twenty volunteers and wonderful dinner guests, this year’s Thomaston Golf  Classic was a 

great success!  The Mulligan Fairy even put in a good word on our behalf; the rain pretty much stayed away, and 
we were blessed with a pleasant spring day.  With proceeds from a few donors finishing-up, we don’t have our exact 
facts and figures, but already we know we have hit a new record!  A lot of  fun for a truly great mission!

A special thanks to our Major Sponsors:
 

Our incredible hole sponsors:
AR Design     Don & Marty Mileham     Chris & Linda Smith
Beechmont Toyota    Richard C. Mileham & Assoc.    St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bryan Equipment Sales   The Model Group      St. Thomas Nursery School
Anne Cherry     Nationwide/Vivian Krueger     TGI Fridays
Episcopal Retirement  Homes   Park National Bank      Thomaston Woods Kids
Foggy Creek Farm    Penn Station       Thomaston Woods Montessori
The Golf  Exchange    Prime Lending      Ace & Helen Tollefsen
Hillsboro Transportation   Proctor Insurance      UC Clermont
Huntington Bank    ReMax Preferred Group     US Bank
Tom & Helen Hurley    Kevin Shell & Sandy Wittman-Shell    Wells Fargo Financial Advisors
Mary Malotke / Tencon   The Shundich Family 

And our awesome volunteers:
Joy Blang, Beth Bronsil, Ken Bronsil, Barbara Buchholz, Jack Buchholz, Jonathan Cooper, Dianna Davis, Dave 
Durham, Amy Elberfeld, Kay Everhart, Kristine Flerlage, Lee Frederick, Liz Frederick, Joyce Getz, Maureen 
Gregory, Helen Hurley, Tom Hurley, Tina Lytle, Lynne Mileham, Kay Pope, Cassandra Retzler, and Marshall 
Wiseman.

You rock!

T h o m a s t o n  G o l f  C l a s s i c  2 0 1 5
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S t .  T h o m a s  H o u s i n g  U p d a t e

As I look back on the first part of  this year, I can’t believe all that we have accomplished.  
The renovation project is three quarters of  the way complete - we have welcomed 22 new 
families to Thomaston Woods and new residents to Thomaston Meadows, all of  our after 
school programs are wrapping up for this academic year, and plans are well underway for 
our summer programs.

While many enjoy a nice, relaxing summer, things here are busier than ever.  Renovations 
will continue on eight buildings, as we continue to accept applications for the next round 
of  move-ins (beginning in September). The residents of  the Meadows are looking forward 

to outings to the Adams County Amish bakeries, Great American ballpark, a tour of  the local fire department and 
picnics in the park.  If  you are interested in helping out with any of  these trips, please let me know!  The residents 
would love to have an ongoing Bible Study, which is something that I don’t have the time to do.  If  you are willing 
to help out with this, please call or email me (513.752.1588 or TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org).

In June, we will hold our week long Pre-School and Teen Summer Programs 
and our Elementary Program will begin July 6 and end on  July 30.  We 
welcome visitors and extra help with the Elementary Program!  We could 
use help with games, on field trips, art activities, and more!  Again, please 
call or email me for more information.  Because of  these programs, summer 
is my favorite time of  the whole year.  Yes, it’s a great deal of  work, but it 
is so much fun to see the kids make new friends, help each other out, and 
learn new things.

We can always use extra hands to help with the monthly community dinners.  If  you would like to help, please 
contact Amy Elberfeld (aelberfeld109@gmail.com).

By the time you will be reading this, the 2015 Thomaston Golf  Classic will be over.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported this in any way, we truly could not do it without you!  

Have a great summer!  

God Bless,
Tina

Our intrepid Rector out on the course!Players register for TGC 2015 Piper, Chris Paul sends us off!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~ Ages 4 to 14
June 29th-July 3rd, 2015

St. Thomas Vacation Bible School presents:  “The Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit” - we’ll spend the 
week exploring the story of David and Goliath and other stories, as we learn by doing with theater 

activities, art projects, and music.  At the end of the week, grades 1-8 will perform selections from the 
musical The Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit. Costs: $35 per child, or $70 per family of 3 or more.

ST. THOMAS MUSIC CAMP ~ Ages 6 to 13
July 20th-24th, 2015

The St. Thomas Music Camp  is a fun-filled week of music, games, friends, and fun! During the 
week campers will improve their singing, learn music theory, and experience the art of music in a 

new way! Professional musicians from around the city will join us each day to talk about their lives in 
music.  The Music Camp is open to children ages 6-13. Cost of the camp will be $60; $40 for additional 
children from the same family. For more information visit the St. Thomas website or contact cmonroe@
stthomasepiscopal.org. 
 

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION ~ 4th through 8th Grades
July 27th-31st, 2015

Art as a Spiritual ConnectionTM is a new kind of art camp experience for youth entering 4th through 
8th grades. See opposite page for more info!

CURTAINS UP THEATRE CAMP ~ Ages 9 to 18
August 3rd-7th, 2015

Join the Friends of the Groom and experience the fun of taking a script from page to stage in a week.  
We’ll be casting, rehearsing and staging a one-act play to be performed on the last day of camp.  

Learn essential acting skills, participate in theater games and exercises, and have hands-on improv and 
ensemble work. Costs – $200 for the week. For info:  Call Friends of the Groom (513) 831.2859 

MY NOSE TURNS RED CIRCUS CAMPS
August 10th-14th, 2015

Let your Child run away and join the circus at these great camps. Stilt walking, rolling globe, 
manipulation, and more! Register at: www.mynoseturnsred.org For more info: rednose@fuse.net or 

859-581-7100 - My Nose Turns Red is the area’s only non profit dedicated to youth circus, with more 
than 30 years experience in arts education. 

Circus Camp for 4-7 year olds:
9am-11am
Camp performance Friday August 14 at 11:30am. Cost $120, Siblings $95, Class size limit is 6. Early bird 
discount by April 15: $110/$90.

Circus Camp for 7-16 year olds:
9am-3pm
Camp performance Friday August 14 at 2:30pm. Cost: $205, siblings $180. Early bird discount by April 
15: $190/$170. 

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Summer Camps
Check out www.stthomasepiscopal.org/summer-camps

S u mm e r  S c h e d u l e  l a s t s  f r o m  ma y  3 1  t o  s e p t e m b e r  6 !
S e r v i c e  t i m e s :  8 am  &  1 0am
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art is universal • art takes time • art requires practice • art builds community

mixed faith art camp 
for 4 - 8 graders (9+)

Mixed Faith Art Camp is a new kind of creative experience 
for 4 - 8 graders.  Deeply rooted in contemplative practice, 
the program draws from a variety of faith traditions and 
explores all life's connections to:

• Self – relation to our soul essence
• Others – relation to our companions in life's journey
• Nature – relation to our world
• Prayer – relation to God, the source of all  

During camp, art becomes the foundation to build a 
community centered in peace, love and creativity.

Monday through Thursday From 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Provided daily: art supplies and tools, yoga mats, and daily snacks.

Required daily: individual labeled water bottle, packed lunch, 
comfortable shoes, clothes for art, good attitude, and an openness to 
explore and meet new friends.

Friday – last day  From noon to 7:00 pm

Provided: art supplies and tools, daily snacks (Eat lunch before coming), 
and pizza before art show.

Art show   From 7:00 to 8:00 pm

Themes:
• Yoga as centering practice
• Poetry as abiding images
• Prayer as connection – beads, chanting and journaling
• Tree of Life – all life is interconnected
• Jesus and the Wisdom of Love
• Mandalas – Circles of Life

Meet the Artist

Fabricia Duell is an artist, mystic, mother, certified children's spiritual formation 
teacher, certified spiritual director, SoulCollage® facilitator and founder of 
Art as a Spiritual Connection™.  She believes that art as soul expression is for 
everyone, and is a way in which we draw closer to God.  Her preferred art 
mediums are: acrylic paint, colored pencils, polymer clay, watercolor and 
collage.

Daily Schedule:
9:00 am – yoga & lesson

10:00 am – art studio
Noon – lunch & play

1:30 pm – quiet meditation
2:00 pm – art studio
4:00 pm – dismissal

artas a
spiritual connection™

expressing your soul

July 27-31
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

100 Miami Ave. Terrace Park, OH 45174

$130 per participant  (non-refundable)

Limited space, 24 spots available

www.artspiritualconnection.com

Sponsored by 
The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

Scholarships available
fabricia.duell@spirited-hand.com

On-line registration at

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s
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The Rockslinger  
and his  

Greatest Hit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To register your child, complete the tear-off form below and send it with the registration fee/donation to: Friends of 
the Groom, Box 5, Terrace Park, OH 45174 or drop it off at the St. Thomas Church office at 100 Miami Ave., 
Terrace Park, OH no later than June 22, 2015. Or register online at our website: www.friendsofthegroom.org. 
 
 

For more information, contact the church office at 831-2052  
or Friends of the Groom at 831-2859 (or check out our website at www.friendsofthegroom.org.) 

 

Donation of $45.00 per child or $100.00 for family of 3 or more children (Scholarships available.) 
Make checks payable to St. Thomas Church - note “VBS” on your check 

 

LAST NAME _________________________  Parent’s First Name(s)______________________ email:________________ 
Child’s First Name  ______________________________  Age ______(on 9/1/15)   Grade (Fall 2015)  ____ 
Additional Child Name_____________________________ Age ______(on 9/1/15)  Grade (Fall 2015)  ____ 
Additional Child Name_____________________________ Age ______(on 9/1/15)  Grade (Fall 2015)  ____ 
Additional Child Name_____________________________ Age ______(on 9/1/15)  Grade (Fall 2015)  ____ 
Street Address______________________________ City_____________________ Zip Code__________  
Allergies: (name of child and allergy) __________________________________________________ 
Phone Number  _______________________Daytime contact number___________________________ 
PERMISSION TO LEAVE THE CHURCH:  
My child has permission to leave the church without me picking them up. (circle one)  YES     NO 
Name(s) of Child(ren) with permission to leave:_________________________________________________________ 
I give my permission for my child to be photographed for PR purposes: (circle one)    YES       NO 
I would like scholarship help with the registration fee:  

 

YES! I’M READY TO VOLUNTEER: 
Volunteer Name_______________________________________Phone__________________Email__________________ 
I will help each day   
I can only help these days ______________________________ I can help decorate:        I can help clean up:  
I need nursery care for my children when I volunteer: Yes___ Number & Ages____________________________ 

 

We’re also looking for another very important group: adult and high school volunteers. There are two ways to help: 
1) We need “shepherds” to accompany the children during daily activities. You don’t need to have a child in the 
program to volunteer!  (Nursery childcare is available to volunteers.) 2) We need volunteers to help us decorate 
before the week begins, and volunteers to help us clean up on Friday afternoon after the week is over. Just complete 
the volunteer portion of the form below.  
 
 
 
 
 

2015 St. Thomas Vacation Bible School 
with  

Friends of the Groom  
Theater Company 

 

Monday through Friday 
June 29th- July 3rd – 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

 

Ages 4 (by Sept. 1) through 14 
(Note: The 4 yr. old group will be limited to the first 24 who register.) 

 St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
100 Miami Ave., Terrace Park, Ohio 45174 

  

Come join Friends of the Groom Theater Company as we explore 
inspiring stories about heroes in the Bible—the greatest adventure book 
of all time. As always, we’ll learn by doing with a week of theater 
activities, art projects, music, games, and fast paced-fun.  On Friday 
morning at 11:00 AM, grades 1-8 will perform selections from the musical 
The Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit by Tom Long and Allen Pote.  
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, Ext 18
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@cinci.rr.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jason@stthomasepiscopal.org

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Tina Lytle
Thomaston Woods, 513-752-1594
TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Communications & Programs, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
Sundays: 8:00, 10:00 am
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm
Wednesdays: Meditative Prayer at Noon

Special Events
Faith Family Future Celebration Lunch (see page 1)

Sunday, June 7th after the 10 o’clock service
Over the Edge for Elders (see pages 10 & 11)

Friday, June 12 at 5:00 pm
Church Picnic (see page 3)

Sunday, June 14th at 4:00 pm
Senior Dinner (see page 10)

Thursday, June 18th at 6:00 pm
Thomaston Woods Dinner

Sunday, June 28th, July 26th, & August 23rd at 6:00 pm
Reds Baseball Game (see page 10)

Sunday, July 19th at 1:00 pm
Soul Collage Workshop (see page 13)

Sunday, July 26th & August 30 at 2:00 pm
Mass on the Grass & Pool Party

Sunday, August 23rd

Weekly Activities
Mondays
7:15 am: Men’s Book Group (Mariemont Inn)
10:45 am: Yoga with Lilias
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (2nd Weeks of the Month)
7:30 pm: Al Anon

Tuesdays
7:00 pm: Vestry (June 16, July 21, August 18, September 15)
7:00 pm: OSL (June 16, July 21, August 18, September 15)
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (2nd Week of the Month)

Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 10)
6:00 pm: Educational Offerings (see page 13)

Fridays
10:30 am: Super Singers (June 12 & 26, July 10 & 24, Aug 14 & 28)
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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