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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

Our Communion of Saints among us!
A great cloud of  witnesses, the Communion of  Saints and all the faithful – 
terms the Church has used for centuries have had deeper meaning for me 
in these past weeks.  Every Fall finds the church alive with the recharged 
energy and excitement of  a new program year - with all that is happening 
in formation, worship, music and outreach - but this Fall has already seen 
something else that is quite extraordinary.  In less than one month, we have 
celebrated the lives of  seven incredible people (four in one week alone).  
While there are certainly “waves” of  pastoral care, I have cannot recall such 
a huge wave like this.  

Obviously, each life we celebrate is unique, but there is a common thread that runs throughout - the care 
and grace you have extended to families.  Sure, these have been especially busy days for me, but I truly 
thank God for the “saints among us” who have gone above and beyond to welcome families, old friends 
and even complete strangers as honored guests and “extended family” to God’s Table here for these 
celebrations.  I like to speak of  the all the faithful departed as the great cloud of  witnesses, finding their 
place among the Communion of  Saints that help to form the image we hold of  eternal life with God; but 
these weeks reveal once more just how much the Saints are among us, just as the favorite hymn, “I sing a 
song of  the saints of  God” goes.  One can meet the “saints,” the guides, mentors, helpers and witnesses to 
God’s love in just about every facet of  our life and ministry.  Not just with celebrations of  life but in each 
and every thing we do together.

This month, we get to see, hear, and experience the witness of  our saints through the work of  Habitat 
for Humanity, our special MTOP Anniversary celebration, in our musical services, and in so many other 
small groups.  It is in this season that we can also pause and offer our own thanks for their witness, how 
clearly our saints can share their faith, love and commitment to the mission Christ entrusts to us.  Each in 
our unique way, we help contribute this great cloud of  witnesses by what we offer of  ourselves, by God’s 
grace and love.  As we look ahead to All Saints’ & All Souls’ and even to Thanksgiving & Advent, consider 
who around you continues to help find the way for you to love and serve Christ in ever bold ways.  Listen 
to your heart if  God is nudging you to be that person for someone else in a whole new way.  Consider how 
well you have been able to hear your own calling to love and serve the Lord both within and in the name 
of  our Church to the wider community.  Mostly, let us offer our thanks to God for the incredible gifts we 
share, bold new initiatives we have been able to undertake, and for these great opportunities in which to 
share our love and fellowship.

I’ll see you in church!

(513) 448.7999  |  darren@stthomasepiscopal.org 
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M o u n t a i n  T O P  a t  4 0 !

Happy 40th birthday to Mountain Top!
Mountain TOP (Tennessee Outreach Project) is celebrating its 40th Anniversary of  
bringing hope to the people of  the Tennessee Cumberland Plateau and to all the 
participants who have come to camp for the last 40 years. Mountain TOP is a non-
profit Christian Mission affiliated with the Tennessee Conference of  the United 
Methodist Church, dedicated to a rural life ministry of  the Cumberland Plateau 
region of  Tennessee.

This ministry seeks to meet the physical, spiritual, emotional, and social needs of  the 
people in this area while directly encouraging the Christian growth of  the participants 
and the staff who come to Mountain TOP. Mountain TOP has inspired change in the 
lives of  many.

St Thomas has participated and partnered with Mt TOP in this ministry for the last 35 years and is helping to celebrate their 
40th Anniversary through our services on Sunday, October 18th. Please come and celebrate with us.

Mountain Top Dates for 2016
We are also thrilled to announce the dates for St. Thomas’ Mountain TOP 
trips next summer! 

1. WEEK 3:  June 18th through 25th                                                                                                   
Both service project and day-camp options - 12 spots available.

2. WEEK 7:  July 16th through 23rd     
Both service project and day-camp options - 25 spots available.

Look at your calendars and start discussing your schedules for next 
summer. Forward this information to your friends and family who would 
be interested in going to Mountain TOP with us. The first payment is due 
December 1, 2015. Registration forms will be sent out in early November.
Want to learn more? Contact John Tiffany by phone at  513.646.9655 or 
you can email jctiffany@gmail.com

Community Matters Project
We are helping to rehabilitate a 115 year old building in Lower Price 
Hill for Community Matters on Saturday, October 17 with two other 
Mt TOP churches (Riverside UMC from Columbia TN and St Albans 
Episcopal Bexley OH).

This project will provide a Laundromat and residential units for this 
community. This is a wonderful example of  applying our Mt TOP 
experience in our local community. Contact John Tiffany if  you are 
interested in helping with this project. We can use volunteers to pray, 
help on the work-site, make lunches, and much more.

Please contact John Tiffany: 513.646.9655 or jctiffany@gmail.com if  
you are able to help or want to learn more!
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Music Lessons through CCM
Register now!

The CCM Preparatory department will again offer a 
satellite program at St. Thomas this year. We currently 

have faculty from CCM Prep offering lessons in piano and 
voice during the afternoons. Many more options are available, 
including guitar, brass, wind instruments, and strings (interest 
from 3 or more students allows us to bring a faculty member 
to our location). The CCM Preparatory satellite program also 
currently operates a pre-school music class in conjunction 
with the St. Thomas Nursery School, and is exploring the 
possibilities of  a Suzuki strings program and dance classes. 
Contact Carlton Monroe (cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal) or 
visit the CCM Prep webpage at ccm.uc.edu/prep for more 
information on pricing and registration!

M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

Cincinnati Children’s Choir
Satellite Choir at St. Thomas

St. Thomas is pleased to again host a satellite location of  
the Cincinnati Children’s Choir. Directed by Carlton 

Monroe on Sundays at 1pm, this 8 to 10 week  program for 
children in grades 3-6 is meant to provide an introduction 
to choral music and the philosophies of  the Cincinnati 
Children’s Choir. Satellite Choirs meet October-December 
2015 and March-May 2016, and perform at the Children’s 
Choir’s December and May concerts. Tuition for the satellite 
choir program is $150 per 8-10 week session. Uniform shirts 
are included in tuition. Visit www.cincinnatichoir.org/
auditions/satellite-choir to register for CCC!

Fauré Requiem for All Souls
Sunday, November 1st at 5pm
The combined choirs of  St. Thomas and Church of  the 
Redeemer will present two performances of  Gabriel Fauré’s 
Requiem in November. On November 1st, the hauntingly 
beautiful setting of  the Mass of  the Dead will be sung at 
St. Thomas as part of  a Choral Evensong at 5pm. One 
week later, Nov. 8, the choirs will sing the work in a concert 
offered at Redeemer. Please submit the names of  any 
loved ones whom you would like to remember at the St. 
Thomas Evensong by contacting the office, or email them to 
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Bach Vespers
Sunday, November 22nd at 5pm
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas at our next Bach 
Vespers service on Sunday, November 22, at 5pm, as the 
BEST perform Bach’s Cantata 185, “Ich rug zu dir” (“I call 
to you”). Complete season schedule on opposite page.

Allegro Choir in Advent
Wednesdays at 4:30pm
The St. Thomas Allegro Choir’s Advent Session starts on 
Wednesday, November 4 and runs for four weeks, culminating 
with the 10:15am service on Sunday, December 6. Children 
in grades K-2 are welcome to participate. Rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:00pm. Contact Dr. Monroe at 
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Messiah Sing-Along
Monday, December 21 at 7:30pm
Bring your best voice and a score (if  you have one!) and join 
the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas in singing one of  the 
Christmas Season’s great masterworks - Handel’s Messiah - 
with you, the audience, as the massed chorus. Don’t worry, if  
you don’t want to sing you can still attend! We’ll have scores 
and an array of  hot holiday snacks and beverages available. 
Contact Carlton Monroe at cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.
org for more information.

Music with a Mission
Sunday, October 18th at 3pm
The 2nd Annual Music with a Mission benefit concert will 
take place on October 18 at 3 pm at Armstrong Chapel 
in Indian Hill. The concert featuring approximately seven 
church choirs and musicians will benefit Inter Parish 
Ministry’s (IPM) Choice Food and Clothing Pantries.  Over 
$7,000 was raised last year. The event will conclude with the 
entire ensemble of  choirs performing under the direction of  
Ben Basone, Music Director at Armstrong Chapel and Neal 
Hamlin, Music Director at Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church. Refreshments will be served in the church atrium 
following the concert. Prepare for an afternoon of  beautiful, 
inspiring music as choirs lift their voices in song. There is no 
charge for the event.  But, attendees will want to ‘vote’ with 
dollars to support IPM and thank the musicians!
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2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

B a c h  E n s e m b l e  o f  S t .  T h o m a s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, November 22, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Barmherziges Herze der ewigen Liebe, BWV 185 

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday,  January 31, 5pm
With guest artists from the Cincinnati Camerata
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Meinen Jesum lass ich nicht, BWV 124 

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, December 6, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Jauchzet Gott in allen Lande, BWV 51
Pew: Lo, the Bridegroom Cometh (world premiere)

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, February 14, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Tallis: Lamentations of  Jeremiah

BACH VESPERS 
Sunday, October 11, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Du sollt Gott, deinen Herren, BWV 167

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, April 10, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Ich bin ein guter Hirt, BWV 85

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

Amateur musicians are invited to join members of  the Bach Ensemble for a special all-day experience. We will 
rehearse and perform a Bach cantata, along with selected music from other composers. We’ll spend Saturday 

morning in sectional rehearsals led by Bach Ensemble musicians, and meet in the afternoon for combined 
rehearsals and performance. On Sunday, participants observe a Bach Ensemble rehearsal, and are invited to the 
Vespers service that evening. Visit www.bachensemble.org for more information.

Bach Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, October 10-11, 2015

Bach Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, April 9-10, 2016

E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

CINCINNATI CHAMBER OPERA
Friday, February 12, 7:30pm
Saturday, February 13, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Pergolesi: Stabat Mater and La Serva Padrona

MESSIAH SING-ALONG
Sing along with the Bach Ensemble!
Monday, December 21, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Handel: Messiah

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

SEASON-OPENING CONCERT
Sunday, September 13, 3pm
First Lutheran Church (on Washington Park)

In commemoration of  the 120th anniversary of  First 
Lutheran Church in downtown Cincinnati, the Bach 
Ensemble perform a mix of  vocal and instrumental 
music, including sacred cantatas of  Bach and Vivaldi’s 
spectacular Bassoon Concerto.

BACH’S BIRTHDAY CONCERT
Sunday, March 13, 3pm
The Cathedral Basilica in Covington, Kentucky

Join us to celebrate the 331st birthday of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach! The program for this concert will 
feature some of  Bach’s great master works, including 
excerpts from Bach’s B-Minor Mass and the 
Brandenburg Concertos.

O u t r e a c h  C o n c e r t s

BACH EUCHARIST
Sunday, May 8, 10:45am
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Er rufet seinen Schafen
mit Namen, BWV 175
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New Year’s Retreat
Friday to Saturday, January 1st to 2nd

What are the Celebrations and Challenges of  2015? 
What New Thing is God calling you to in 2016? 

Mark your calendars for this annual spiritual reflection on 
the year. We will gather at the Jesuit Spirituality Center in 
Milford. There is room for 8 folks to spend the night and an 
unlimited number of  commuters. 

Cost: $50 for commuters, $100 to spend the night

RSVP to Pastor Mary: mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

Quiet Day: The Thin Places
and Those We Meet There
Saturday, October 31st from 10 am to 4:30 pm

On this All Hallow’s Eve,  part of  a trinity of  festivals – 
Halloween, All Saints, All Souls – we will consider the “thin 
places” when the veil between this world and the next feels 
more permeable. Who no longer lives in this world with 
you, but continues to linger close in your heart? When do 
you feel closest to their presence? How do we honor and 
celebrate those lives? How do we live with less fear of  that 
passage for ourselves and those we love? 

RSVP to Pastor Mary: mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

Retreats & Quiet Days

The Jesuit Spiritual Center
5361 S. Milford Road, Milford, Ohio
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Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to 12 noon

Parents are invited to step out of  the fast paced doing lifestyle of  young families, for a few hours of  being with one 
another for reflection and support. Join us as we reflect on topics as varied as family systems, prayer, parenting, 
marriage, personal soul work, and theology. One parent calls our weekly gatherings her “oxygen mask.” While 
it can be challenging to set aside the growing list of  expectations (the gym, groceries, laundry) for self-care and 
interpersonal connections, we believe that once you try it, the balance it can bring to your life will bless not only 
you, but also those you love. 

October 7 – Fall Family Dinner (meet in the kitchen, childcare will be provided until 1)
October 14 – God Questions with Pastor Mary
October 21 – Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil.
October 28 – All Hallow’s Eve: thin places and the people we meet there.
November 4 – Soul Collage 
November 11 – Thanksgiving Family Devotions.
November 18 – Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil.
November 25 – No meeting this week (Thanksgiving Holiday)

Family Dinners
Tuesday night family dinners resume this fall, parallel to our Meaningful Moments sessions. We will continue our 
reflections this season with Brené Brown’s audiobook The Gifts of  Imperfect Parenting. Our meetings take place on the 
second Tuesday of  each month, on October 13, November 10, and December 8.

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s

Advent Wreath Making
Sunday, November 29th at 9:15am

Begin your Advent celebration by making your family Advent 
wreath with us. We will provide all the greens – beautiful, diverse 
and abundant! – as well as the wreath bases. But if  you have your 
own base from past years, bring it with you! We will also send 
you home with devotions to use alongside your Advent wreath. 
There will be adult as well as family materials. 

AND we will feed your family. What’s not to love about this 
Sunday after Thanksgiving tradition? This takes the place of  the 
Sunday morning forum hour.
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Evensong for All Souls’
featuring the Fauré Requiem

Su n day, nov e m b e r 1S t at 5p m

Submit your loved-ones’ names to be read during the service.
Call 513.831.2052 or email cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Ecumenical Bible Study at St. Thomas
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 am

St. Thomas hosts a weekly Bible study for people of  all denominations who would 
like to read & reflect together on what the Word can mean for them personally.  
This group follows the common lectionary (our cycle of  Bible readings for each 
Sunday of  the year, also followed by many other denominations), reading the 
selections for the Sunday ahead.  No experience is necessary and your questions 
are most welcome (we even have Bibles available if  you don’t have a favorite yet).  
The group resumes Tuesday, September 22nd with the fall session running through 
November 10th (before breaking for the holiday season).  The group meets each 
Tuesday morning, from ten to eleven o’clock in the Hearth Room.  Come explore 

the Bible in a casual, engaging way with good conversation – don’t worry if  you miss a session or two – we don’t 
take attendance and there are no quizzes.  Just fun! Contact Wes Hinton at wwwhinton@gmail.com

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s

SoulCollage® Workshops
Sundays, November 1 & December 13, from 3 to 6 pm

SoulCollage® is not a craft project, it’s a prayer project. It’s about creating a prayer tool 
that allows God to speak into your life about your gifts, your fears, your hopes and passions. 
Join us for open studio time and build your collection of  prayer cards. If  you’re already 
familiar with SoulCollage®, materials will be available to create cards and build your deck. 
If  you this is new for you, Pastor Mary will introduce the process. Each month we explore 
a new element in Soul Collage. 

In November we will learn about Archetypes and the role these larger energies like Compassion, Healing, Teaching, 
Mother, Father, Warrior, etc. influence our faith journey. In December we will focus on our Source/God cards – 
the images that capture our experience of  God in the world and in our lives. 



9

Living Whole-Hearted Lives - back by popular demand!
Sundays from 12:30 to 2:30 pm
October 18, November 1, 8, & 15, 29, December 6

Jesus dedicated his life to teaching about the Kingdom of  God. Everything about the way 
he lived, the parables he told and sermons he preached revealed that the Kingdom of  God 
was not a place, but a way of  living, a quality of  relationship. We experience, live in and 
participate in the Kingdom of  God when our relationships embody the authentic, gracious, 
generous, playful, trusting, meaningful way Jesus lived in relationship with those around him.  
Brené Brown has dedicated her life to researching human relationships – what contributes to 
healthy, loving relationships. What she’s learned echoes Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of  God. 

Join us for an eight week series, based on Dr. Brown’s book The Gifts of  Imperfection, as we explore her research 
and consider how it can help us live Whole Hearted lives and experience the gifts of  God’s Kingdom more fully.  
There are still spaces available if  you want to join us for this small group experience. Contact Pastor Mary at 
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org for more information or to register!

Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays November 9th to December 14th, from 10:45 am until Noon

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open to 
all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV series, 
Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried on PBS 
across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s

Youth Soul Food
Sunday evenings from 4 to 6 pm (for 7th to 12th graders)
November 1, 8, 15, & 22, December 6 & 13

What if  living an imperfect life were enough? 
What if  your grades, the teams you’re on, the shape of  your body or how many AP classes you took didn’t have 
the power to build you up or tear your down? 
What if  you listened to your heart more and other people’s expectations less? 
Would your life be different? Would you feel different about your life? 

Join us Sunday evenings as we consider these questions using Brene Brown’s book The Gifts of  Imperfection. We 
will explore the essential elements to living a life we love that doesn’t stress us out.
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W e  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p !

Annual Showtime Luncheon
Wednesday, November 18th, Parish Hall

12pm - Show              1pm - Boxed Lunch

You are all invited to our Annual Showtime Luncheon.  Our SUPERSINGERS are the opening act with some 
new versions of old Broadway favotires. Then the Junior League Choral Group its new revue, Waiting in 
the Wings. This 35 member chorus will give 25 performances this season, entertaining Seniors at various 
venues. So 60 singers await your arrival at noon for an entertaining afternoon.

Boxed lunch available with $10.00 check made out to “St. Thomas” sent by November 6th to Pat 
Matchette, 10 Hickory View Lane, Milford, Ohio 45150.

The SUPERSINGERS! The Junior League Choral Group

Get involved!
St. Thomas would not function without support from our dedicated team of  volunteers. The logistics of  manning the office, supporting 
worship, and taking care of  hospitality before and after services is only able to happen because of  their hard work. We are always looking 
for new members to join the ranks. Here are some ways that we currently most need some extra help - especially at the 7pm service. To 
get involved with any of  these vital ministries, please email office@stthomasepiscopal.org or call (513) 831.2052.

Readers & Chalice Bearers
Readers and Chalice Bearers do some of  the most visible work during the celebration of  Eucharist. Often, 
one might serve as both a reader and chalice bearer on the same day. Some of  our most dedicated volunteers, 
readers and chalice bearers serve at almost all services at St. Thomas in one way or another.

Ushers
Ushers help welcome the congregation, collect offerings, assist in leading people to receive communion and 
help distribute bulletins. For many, the ushers are the first people they see on arriving at St. Thomas. We are 
in need of  extra ushers to serve at the 8am and 7pm services - we can always use subs too! 

Coffee Hour
Preparing coffee and other snacks before and after services is not only important for our own fellowship, 
but it also allows us to welcome newcomers in a warm and friendly way! By volunteering for this ministry, 
you typically might serve for one service, once per month. Right now we are in special need for hospitality 
before the 7 o’clock service.

Additional Hospitality Team
Do you enjoy cooking? Or, is chopping vegetables more fun with friends?  Many of  the ministries we love 
involve a meal or hospitality of  some kind. The newly created hospitality team meets on the last Monday of  
the month to prepare and freeze meals. If  can join them for a day of  creativity and fellowship, contact Anne 
Poleon at (513) 707.2927. If  you want to help, but can’t join them for cooking, we also need help shopping 
each week. 
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Cherish this exquisite quilt!
This beautiful, hand-made, multicolored, cross-stitched quilt will be raffled off 
at The Great Cookie Caper. In the midst of winter the quilt in floral design with 
symbols of life and love will warm someone’s bedstead. Made and donated by 
Dorothy Haines, a long-time St. Thomas parishioner, the quilt is king-size but 
will fit a queen-size bed nicely. Raffle tickets are $5.00 each or 6 for $20.00.  They 
are available between church services, in the church office, or at the Cookie 
Caper. The winning ticket will be drawn at 1:30 p.m. at The Great Cookie Caper.

Saturday, December 12
11am - 2pm

St. Thomas Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
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Get your sweet tooth ready!
The Great Cookie Caper is coming Saturday, December 12th from 11am until 2pm.  The 
Parish Hall will be aglow in Christmas decorations and Cookies! Our Choral and Senior 
Singers will have you humming along as you enjoy shopping for tasty Christmas goodies. 
Start visualizing wonderful homemade Christmas Cookies, delicious English Toffee, and 
specialty sweet treats!  These are just a few of  the items that will be offered for sale.

Just what is The Great Cookie Caper? A festival of  cookies and candies, of  course, but The 
Great Cookie Caper is much more than that. The Great Cookie Caper is a time of  family fun for 
our community of  the faithful. The family is our St. Thomas congregation comprised of  
every member—women, men, teens, children. There are ways to get involved available for 
everyone. Help make a contribution to this endeavor which benefits InterParish Ministry’s 
outreach to those who need a helping hand in life and the St. Thomas Discretionary Fund. 

How do you get involved?
Hopefully, everyone will consider baking at least five dozen of  their very favorite special Christmas Cookie. In the past, we 
have showcased many special food items that you all have made and donated. We look forward to having those again! But 
most especially we hope you will all want to be a part of  the FUN by helping in the production of  this wonderful event.
 
Here is a time-line of  the tasks we need help with!

Saturdays, November 21st and 28th from 9am to 12pm
Help make and package English Toffee, Buckeyes, Peanut Brittle

Sunday, December 6th from 12 to 3pm
Help decorate the Parish Hall
Help set up the the holiday train set!

Wednesday December 9th from 9am to 9pm
Help make & decorate Scotch Shortbread - sign up for times convenient for you

Thursday, December 10th in the afternoon (time TBD)
Help make and package Biscotti with Pastor Mary

Friday, December 11th from 5 to 8-9pm
Decorate tables, tray cookies, package candies - a busy day!

Saturday, December 12th from 10am to 3pm
Help run the event itself  - you can volunteer for all or just part of  the time

Additional tasks
Help make, decorate and package special items
Help sell raffle tickets for the beautiful Christmas quilt!

Who do I contact?
If  you want to get involved, please contact Liz Frederick at (513) 289.6777 or email Toni Nevins at Nevins4760@aol.com.

T h e  2 0 1 5  C o o k i e  C a p e r



13

L ives become entangled with challenges—retirement, empty nest syndrome, adoption, a new baby, illness, loss of  job, 
divorce, death, fractured relationships. Facing such challenges alone can be daunting. Even with a strong support group 

of  family and friends there may be situations that you prefer not share with those closest to you. 
Enter Stephen Ministry. 

Stephen Ministry is a lay ministry of  care for one another that flows from our baptism. Its 
name honors St. Stephen, the first deacon, whose ministry was to reach out to those in 
need: the widows and orphans, the abandoned and neglected, the bereaved and those 
without hope. 

Leaders of  Stephen Ministry at St. Thomas, Father Darren, Judy Bowers and Anne Poleon, 
are quick to point out lightheartedly what Stephen Ministry does not require of  its lay 
ministers. Stephen Ministers do not have to preach, fix people’s problems, solve dilemmas, or 
counsel. No background in theology is required nor memorization of  vast verses of  Scripture. 
You don’t even need to know how to pray with people; that’s part of  the learning. One’s level of  
education is irrelevant. Stephen Ministry is not a substitute for any other ministries such as Eucharistic 
visits or pastoral visits by the priests. Stephen Ministry complements what St. Thomas currently offers parishioners.

So what is Stephen Ministry? Founded in 1975, it is a one-to-one ministry of  compassionate listening in which a Stephen 
Minister and a care receiver walk together through life’s trials as well as life’s joys. The relationship is held in deepest 
confidentiality. In sharing one’s concerns, changes and challenges of  life, burdens are lightened, hope is renewed. Stephen 
Ministry is sometimes referred to as “after-ministry”—after a death, after surgery, after loss of  a job or relationship.

Pairs for ministry are linked by the Stephen Ministry leaders. The linked pair determines where they will meet—at church, 
in a home, a park, a restaurant. Usually an hour visit is scheduled. The relationship continues as long as it is needed. Some 
are short term; others more extensive. Father Darren says, “People will judge the validity of  this ministry by who is engaged 
in it and how we conduct ourselves.” That refers both to those who choose to become Stephen Ministers and those who wish 
to receive their listening care.

Stephen Ministers are compassionate caregivers not curegivers. Ministers do the listening; Jesus does the healing. Stephen 
Ministers will undoubtedly experience spiritual growth within the group. A community within our community will grow.

Stephen Ministry will become part of  St. Thomas’s outreach programs as 
residents of  Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows will be invited to 
be care receivers. Stephen Ministry at St. Thomas will be part of  the larger 
Stephen Ministry Network in the area which includes Armstrong Chapel 
and St. Timothy Church in Anderson. Care givers and care receivers may be 
mingled between these churches if  so desired.

The first step in the process is actively recruiting Stephen Ministers. The leaders 
will meet with those interested to help them discern if  this is a ministry for them. 
There is a two-year commitment to join the training. This high commitment is 
balanced by high reward in the relationships. Those who would like to receive 
care from the Stephen Ministers after training is complete may also make their 
wishes known so that ministry pairs may be made in early 2016. 

Training  will take place on Tuesdays from 7-9 pm at the Church, taking breaks for holiday seasons. A retreat will be held 
early in the program. There is no financial fee for participating, only the commitment of  self. St. Thomas is supplying all 
materials and retreats as part of  Faith, Family and Future Initiative.
Your prayers are requested for the success of  this vital Christian ministry at St. Thomas Church. Feel free to contact Anne 
Poleon (513.707.2927) or Judy Bowers (513.254.8652) for more information. Call the church office or visit the St. Thomas 
website to register! More information is also available at: www.stephenministries.org.

~Submitted by Patti Normile

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  a t  S t .  T h o m a s
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Thursday, October 15 at six o’clock

Join our St. Thomas Dinner Club Group and enjoy 
fellowship and lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere of  
the Terrace Park Country Club.  Dinner this month is 
Thursday, October 15 with social time beginning at 6 p.m. 
and dinner served at 6:30 p.m.  Entrée choice of  Chicken 
Cordon Bleu or Baked Salmon.  Cost $23.50.  Please mail 
check, made out to St. Thomas Church, to Lou Scott, 696 
Milford Hills Drive, Milford 45150 to make reservation.

~Submitted by Lou Scott

Flower Donations
The flowers on the altar are supported by all sorts of  
Church members! Celebrate a birthday, a wedding anni-
versary, remember a loved one or any other event in your 
life by sponsoring our flowers for a given week. We gladly 
announce your dedication in the weekly church bulletin. 
After Sunday services, an altar guild member arranges 
the flowers to be taken to shut in parishioners, neighbors 
or other friends, noting that they graced the altar of  our 
Church. Flower donations can be given throughout the 
year, not just at Easter & Christmas! Feel free to call the 
Church office or speak with an altar guild member if  you 
would like to contribute.

~Submitted by Sandy Wittman-Shell

Some New Library Items!
You are all encouraged to use our St. Thomas Library!  
Here are a few new additions:  Earthwise: A Guide to 
Hopeful Creation Care, by Calvin De Witt; Jesus Freak: Feeding,  
Healing, Raising the Dead, by Sara Miles; Celtic Spirituality 
(Classics of  Western Spirituality), by Oliver Davies; City of  
God: Faith in the Streets, by Sara Miles; The Wisdom of  Richard 
Hooker: Selections from Hooker’s Writings with Topical Index, by 
Philip Secor; The Book of  Hallowe’en: The Origin and History 
of  Halloween, by Ruth Edna Kelley; Green Witness: Ecology, 
Ethics, and the Kingdom of  God, by Laura Ruth Yordy; and 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End, by Atul 
Gawande (recommended by Anne Cherry -- thank you!) 
Recommendations are certainly welcome!

~Submitted by Helen Hurley

A message from Kate Tombaugh
Thank you for so warmly welcoming my return to St 
Thomas this fall! I am very grateful for the opportunity to 
bring “It Just Takes One” to such a supportive audience. 
In four performances, we were able to raise $220 for 
the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center’s 
Charitable Care Fund through a portion of  ticket sales 
and direct donations. A special thank you to Carlton, 
Jennifer, Jack, and Catherine Monroe for their support 
during the tech week and all four shows, and to Kelli 
Radloff, Father Darren, and Jonathan Cooper for all their 
additional help in making the show possible. There is a 
CD containing music from the show available for sale; if  
interested, please contact Kate at: kate@katetombaugh.
com

~Submitted by Kate Tombaugh

Cincinnati Ballet: The Nutcracker
Friday, December 18 at 10:30am

I am once again able to order tickets for The Nutcracker with 
Cincinnati Ballet. We will attend the Friday, December 18, 
10:30 am performance held at the Aronoff Center.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to share this Christmastime 
favorite with children as tickets are only $10.00. My 
order must be placed early in order to reserve seats.  Your 
reservation must be made by Friday, November 20.  Please 
mail a check made out to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills 
Drive, Milford 45150 to place your ticket order.  If  you 
have questions please contact me at (513) 831-4353. Our 
church group has been enjoying this beautiful ballet for 
several years.  I hope you will join us.

~Submitted by Lou Scott

A Reminder about Checks
Please note that when you write a donation check that 
it’s always important to indicate in the memo line what 
the check is for. Many of  you are fulfilling Annual Giving 
pledges alongside additional pledges such as Faith, Family, 
Future or Bach Vespers donations. When there is no note in 
the memo line, please be aware that we default to Annual 
Giving (if  we have a pledge from you). If  you intend for 
the donation to go elsewhere, just indicate on the check. 
You can always call the office with any questions. Thanks!

~Submitted by Midi Drew (Staff Accountant)
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What a wonderful beginning of the school year we’ve had! The students 
have settled into their classroom routines, new friendships have been 
formed, fun is being had every day, and our learning is well underway.

October is a busy month! Our first Family Chapel will be held 
Thursday October 1st.  The children will end their day in the sanctuary 
(4th floor of the church) singing songs and listening to stories told by 
Lambey (our favorite lamb puppet!).  Everyone is welcome to join us at 
11:10am or 2:40 pm! The children have started participating in their 
weekly “specials” classes. The children love “Joyful Noise” (the music 
program they attend bi-weekly with Dr. Monroe), and they have 
enjoyed their time in our “People and Places” program.  This program 
includes activities designed to increase the children’s knowledge of 
social identity, heritage, historical thinking, geography, government, 
and economics.  

During October, People and Places will explore how we are alike and 
how we are different, rules to live by, maps, and where we live.  
Another day we all look forward to is our annual Pet Blessing Day when 
Father Darren and Pastor Mary come to tell us the story of St. Francis 
and bless the stuffed animals the children bring from home.  

The Pet Blessings will be held Wednesday October 7th for Mrs. 
Caesar’s class, and Thursday, October 8 for all the other classes. The 
fireman will also visit us this month to tell us about fire safety and let 
us climb around in their big trucks!  

Pumpkin Carving Night, Thursday, October 22nd, fills the Parish Hall 

STNS TIMES
	 	 ISSUE NO. 2

	 St. Thomas Nursery School Newsletter /OCTOBER 2015 EDITION  

Want to be a sponsor or 
know of a sponsor, please 
contact Hiedi at 
hly1025@gmail.com

Cookies with Santa
Dec. 5th

Continued on  Page Two

SAVE THE DATE

Add some fun to your 
Halloween pumpkin during 
“Pumpkin Carving Night” at St. 
Thomas on Thursday, October 
22 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Bring your family and a 
cleaned out pumpkin to 
decorate with your friends and 
teachers in the Parish Hall. 
Various craft items will be 
available for use if you prefer 
not to carve your pumpkin but 
would like to decorate it 
instead! 

During the evening, stop by 
the Scholastic Book Fair 
preview night. See Emily’s note 
from more book fair details. 

Pumpkin Carving Night! 

A Note from Emily...



16

1 - Family Chapel @ 11:10 am/2:40 pm. 

7 - Mrs. Caesar’s Pet Blessing Day 

8 - School-wide Pet Blessing Day 	

22 - Pumpkin Carving - 6:30 pm to  7:30 pm

22 - Book Fair Preview Night - 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm

24th - 27th - Book Fair - 10:45 am to 1:15 pm. 

Week of October 26 - Halloween Parities 

Find STNS on Facebook!  Keep up-to-date on STNS events, fundraisers and general school information on Facebook at our private group page. Find us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/stthomasnurseryschool/

ST. THOMAS NURSERY 
SCHOOL
100 Miami Ave. Terrace Park, Ohio 
45174 
(513) 831-6908 
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org 

Director - Emily Keiser 
Assistant Director- Alicia Stanula 

Parent Council President - Laura 
Organisciak 

STNS Times

ISSUE No. 02
VOLUME 3

Newsletter Editor - Danielle Haugh 
dmhaugh@gmail.com 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - October 

with Nursery School families creating marvelous 
pumpkins and enjoying a snack while they are visiting 
with other families in the school. The children will 
“perform” a song they have learned during Joyful 
Noise (this performance is always the highlight of 
the evening). We will end the month with our 
celebration of Halloween (always a favorite holiday) 
which includes a Halloween parade, a performance 
by the STNS players (the NS staff) and Halloween 
parties.

The STNS Book Fair will be held in the Parish Hall 
from 10:45 am until 1:15pm Friday, October 23rd 
through Tuesday, October 27th.  There will be a large 
assortment of children’s books for sale, and the 
proceeds from the book fair allow us to purchase new 
materials for the Nursery School.  The Book Fair will 
have a preview night during Pumpkin Carving Night if 
you wish to do a little shopping then.  The Book Fair 
will be open on Sunday October 26th so that church 
members can participate as well.

As always, please feel to contact me anytime with 
questions, concerns, feedback, etc.  Our goal is to 
create an environment and provide the opportunities 
that will make your child’s pre-school experience as 
enriching, fun, nurturing and educational as possible!   
 
Blessings,

Emily Keiser 
Director 

Note from Emily...Continued from Page One

Don’t forgot to turn in your 
GREEN volunteer form! Can’t 

find your form? Stop in the office 
for another one. 

A decorated pumpkin from STNS Pumpkin 
Carving Night! 
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Happy Fall! 
We are entering into a very 

busy time as we  continue 
to welcome new families to 
Thomaston Woods. The 
construction is finished and we 
are well on our way to being at 
100% occupancy again (gosh, it 

feels good to say that after a year!).  All of  our after 
school programs are up and running and I am also 
planning all of  our fall and winter activities.  The 
residents at Thomaston Meadows have been enjoying 
the beautiful weather and earlier this week spent the 
day in Adams County at the Amish bakeries and stores.  
Residents from two ERH properties (St. Paul’s Village 
and Forest Square) went on the trip with us.  
Our Fall Fest and Pumpkin Blessing (along with the 
October community dinner) will be on Sunday, October 
25th.  The Fall Fest will begin at 5:00, the dinner will 
begin at 6:00, followed by the Pumpkin Blessing.  We 
can use help with games and activities at the Fall Fest; 
if  you are interested in helping, please call me at (513) 
831.2052 or email me at Tlytle@stthomasepiscopal.
org.
It’s never too soon to start thinking about the upcoming 
holiday season.  We will again be asking for donations 
of  cleaning supplies and paper products for the St. 
Nicholas Basket Run.  As you are grocery shopping, 
pick up an extra box of  fabric softener sheets, bottle 
of  dish soap or laundry soap, roll of  paper towels or a 
four pack of  toilet paper and keep them until Advent, 
when we will be collecting the items.  A complete list of  
items, as well as information about the Stockings and 
Bells program will be in the next issue of  Tidings.
Thank you for your continued support of  Thomaston 
Woods and Thomaston Meadows!
God Bless,

Tina

S t .  T h o m a s  H o u s i n g  U p d a t e

Habitat for Humanity
Dedication: Saturday, October 17th at 8:30am
We have been adding the finishing touches to the 
homes we’ve been working on - the formal dedication 
for all three houses (use 726 Mulberry St in Lockland 
for your GPS) is set for Saturday, October 17 at 8:30 
am. Father Darren has been asked and graciously 
accepted to be a clergy participant at the dedication. 
St. Thomas Sacred Stitchers will knit and donate 
three lap shawls, one to each partner family. Please 
support Father Darren and habitat by coming to 
the dedication. There will be refreshments and the 
houses will be open for your inspection. Come and 
see what your hard work and monetary contributions 
have provided for three wonderful families! If  you’d 
like to get involved with future Habitat for Humanity 
projects, contact Mike Getz at gike64@yahoo.com. 

Thomaston Meadows residents enjoy Amish Country!
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S e r v i c e  O f f e r i n g s

Taizé Prayer
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Prayerfully unwind after a busy week. Reflective readings and 
prayers invite moments of  meditation as the beautiful songs 
that make Taizé so unique envelope you. As participational 
as you would like, Taizé offers a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
of  worship quite unlike anything else. Upcoming services are 
November 8, December 13, & January 3.

Sung Eucharist, Rite I
Sundays at 8am
Our first service of  the day draws on some of  our most 
cherished texts, with beautiful language hearkening back to 
the one of  the earliest versions of  the Book of  Common Prayer 
in 1662. This service includes hymns, prayers and sharing of  
communion.

Bach Vespers
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas for a reflective evening 
of  worship, focused through the lens of  the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Beyond aesthetic beauty, the music of  Bach 
draws on a knowledge of  scripture rivaled by just a handful 
of  composers. Bach’s music is so infused with religious fervor 
that it is almost impossible to separate Bach the Christian 
from Bach the composer. See page 5 for full schedule.

Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sundays at 10:15am
This principal service of  The Episcopal Church also draws 
on this historic tradition, though in Rite II the language is 
modernized. Our 10:15 service also features hymns, prayer 
and communion, but we also sing the portions of  the musical 
mass setting (Gloria, Sanctus & Fraction). On top of  this our 
choir offer one or two sung anthems a week.

‘Come as you are’ Worship
Sundays at 7pm
Our intimate third service of  the day draws on the same 
traditions as our morning services. For this service we are 
joined by an acoustic trio of  musicians who lead a more 
contemplative style of  hymnody and song. Uniquely 
communal and worshipful, this candlelit service is an ideal 
way to close (or begin!) your week.
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, Ext 18
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@cinci.rr.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jason@stthomasepiscopal.org

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Tina Lytle
Thomaston Woods, 513-752-1594
TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Communications & Programs, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: 5 pm - Taizé and Bach Vespers (see pages 5 & 18)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm
Wednesdays: Meditative Prayer at Noon

Special Events
Healing Retreats at the Jesuit Center

November 13-15 & November 20-22 
Quiet Day: The Thin Places and Those We Meet There

Saturday, October 31st from 10am to 4:30pm
Advent Wreath Making (see page 7)

Sunday, November 29th at 9:15am
Fauré Requiem for All Souls’ (see page 4)

Sunday, November 1 at 5:00 pm
Soul Collage Workshop (see page 8)

Sundays, November 1 & December 13 at 3:00 pm
Annual Showtime Luncheon

Wednesday, November 18 at Noon (see page 10)

Weekly Activities
Sundays
12:30 pm: Living Whole-Hearted Lives (see page 9)
4:00 pm: Youth Soul Food (see page 9)
6:00 pm: Thomaston Woods Dinners (4th Sundays)
Mondays
7:15 am: Men’s Book Group (Mariemont Inn)
10:45 am: Yoga with Lilias (see page 9)
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (bi-weekly)
7:30 pm: Al Anon
Tuesdays
10:00 am: Ecumenical Bible Study (see page 8)
7:00 pm: Evening Meetings
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (monthly)
Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 7)
4:30 pm: Allegro Choir (see page 4)
Thursdays
6:00 pm: Faith & Life Book Group
6:00 pm: Choristers
7:00 pm: Parish Choir
Fridays
10:30 am: Super Singers (Oct. 9 & 23, Nov. 6 & 20, Dec. 4)
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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