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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

The Season leading to Christmas and beyond!

In this blessed holy season, I write not only to express my best wishes to you and your family, but also 
to express my deep gratitude for all that you continue to offer in Christ’s Name in and through St. 
Thomas and for our wider community.

With 2016, we celebrate over 140 years of  ministry and look forward to 
what God is calling us to engage with the generations to come.  Inasmuch 
as we have changed, there remains some constant elements that continue 
to make St. Thomas special in terms of  the faith community we love and 
support.  Since 1908, our building has stood as a symbol of  hope and 
service to our community, and yet it is hardly news to any of  us that our 
building has adapted with our growing ministry – at least three times 
before the major addition in 2002.  As beautiful as our church building 
& grounds are, bricks, mortar and wood are simply the tools, like all our 
material resources, and this time of  year we are reminded just how the 
Church is so much more.

One need only to look around St. Thomas to realize that God continues to move in and through this 
Church and great things are happening…thanks to you!  Our ministry continues to be possible because 
of  your continued commitment to our mission and the message of  the Gospel to which we are entrusted, 
according to our abilities, our time, talents, leadership, and yes, treasure.  It takes all of  us to make what 
we offer happen.  But is this news?

I ask you to consider what God actually does in the Incarnation – God’s love is directly experienced as 
God came into the world as we are – “God with us.”  Inasmuch as this is affirming and comforting, it is 
also inspiring us to do and be something more.  We, as Christians in the Anglican tradition, have always 
placed a high degree of  importance on the message of  the Incarnation, because there is something in 
the message and mystery of  God coming down among humanity that touches the essence of  how we 
see ourselves and relate to God that our liturgy affirms and the Word of  God proclaims: “And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.”  All that we do leading up to Christmas points to this truth, and 
it is how we live our life, both individually and collectively, that makes the Gospel powerful, tangible, 
incarnational for us and the community we serve. Please realize that however you and your family have 
been able to be a part of  living-out this message helps to make the message of  the Incarnation and of  the 
Gospel itself  all more real and accessible for the wider world.  

The great part of  the “Good News” that we proclaim is that it is not isolated to one day or even season 
of  the calendar.  While the store and malls will probably have every piece of  Christmas display removed 
by December 26th, our message that is the real story of  Christmas will only be getting clearer and bolder, 
all by what we live out.  Our new Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, calls this action of  making God’s love 
known out in the world “the Jesus movement.” The Episcopal Church is a branch of  this movement and 
we are each invited to discover our place and accept the invitation by Jesus himself  to help change the 
world by offering ourselves in love and service in Christ’s Name.
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One example that comes to mind is with our “Home for the Holidays” brochure. While this is a great 
way to introduce someone to St. Thomas for Advent and Christmas, its message is one that is needed 
yearlong: “You are welcome here!”  If  you haven’t done so already, pick one of  these up this next Sunday.  
“This is your community here at St. Thomas” is how our message unfolds and indeed we are living it 
out.  Worship, formation, community and involvement are all described in a way that is both inviting and 
encouraging.  This is designed so that you can have something to give your friends and family members 
that begins to describe who we are and how there’s a place for them at the Lord’s Table.  Most importantly, 
the story is made complete by you adding your story – why our parish is an important and special place 
that continues to touch the hearts and lives of  so many.  Long after Christmas is but a distant memory for 
shoppers, our message is clear:  Come find your home here at St. Thomas!

(513) 448.7999  |  darren@stthomasepiscopal.org 

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

Pick up a companion for your own devotional journey through Advent!

Journey through Advent with trusted companion and 
spiritual thinker Henri Nouwen, who has helped 
inspire millions to grow closer to Jesus. 
For Nouwen, a life of faith is a life 
of prayer, and these daily devotions 
during the weeks of Advent help 
form a lasting spiritual practice. This 
is a new set of beautiful reflections for 
each day throughout Advent. If you 
have never had a chance to read Henri 
Nouwen, this is a great sampling of one 
of my spiritual heroes and guide for the 
common life of faith meant for a season 
which seems never slow down – pause and 
refresh with these thoughts and prayers. 
Copies are available in the narthex as you 
enter the church nave.

Six Coloring Book Stories for  
Advent and Christmas  
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Coloring books available 
for the young (at heart!)
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Music Lessons through CCM
Register now!

The CCM Preparatory department will again offer a 
satellite program at St. Thomas this year. We currently 

have faculty from CCM Prep offering lessons in piano and 
voice during the afternoons. Many more options are available, 
including guitar, brass, wind instruments, and strings (interest 
from 3 or more students allows us to bring a faculty member 
to our location). The CCM Preparatory satellite program also 
currently operates a pre-school music class in conjunction 
with the St. Thomas Nursery School, and is exploring the 
possibilities of  a Suzuki strings program and dance classes. 
Contact Carlton Monroe (cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal) or 
visit the CCM Prep webpage at ccm.uc.edu/prep for more 
information on pricing and registration!

M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

Cincinnati Children’s Choir
Satellite Choir at St. Thomas

St. Thomas is pleased to again host a satellite location of  
the Cincinnati Children’s Choir. Directed by Carlton 

Monroe on Sundays at 1pm, this 8 to 10 week  program for 
children in grades 3-6 is meant to provide an introduction 
to choral music and the philosophies of  the Cincinnati 
Children’s Choir. Satellite Choirs meet October-December 
2015 and March-May 2016, and perform at the Children’s 
Choir’s December and May concerts. Tuition for the satellite 
choir program is $150 per 8-10 week session. Uniform shirts 
are included in tuition. Visit www.cincinnatichoir.org/
auditions/satellite-choir to register for CCC!

Messiah Sing-Along
Monday, December 21 at 7:30pm
Join members of  the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas, along 
with Conductor Carlton Monroe and soloists Jilian McGreen, 
Kate Tombaugh, Andrew Jones, and Jonathan Cooper for a 
rousing rendition of  this timeless holiday classic! Enjoy the 
beauty of  Handel’s recitatives and arias, and sing along on 
the choruses. There will be warm holiday drinks and good 
cheer in abundance! Bring your own score, or let us provide 
you with one. A goodwill offering will taken in support of  the 
St. Thomas Music Program.

Bach Vespers for Advent
Sunday, December 6 at 5pm
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas will present a special 
Bach Vespers for Advent on Sunday, December 6 at 5pm that 
includes a classic work from J. S. Bach and a world premiere 
of  another. The service will feature soprano Melissa Harvey 
performing perhaps Bach’s most well-known cantata, 
Jauchzet in Alles Landen, BWV 51 for soprano, trumpet and 
orchestra. Ms. Harvey will also premiere a new cantata from 
St. Thomas Composer-in-Residence Douglas Pew, Lo The 
Bridegroom Comes. Also feature in the service will be guest 
trumpeter, Jason Bergman, Associate Professor of  Trumpet 
at the University of  North Texas.

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 20 at 5pm
Experience one of  the great Christmas traditions at St. 
Thomas and attend the Christmas Service of  Lessons and 
Carols on the Sunday, December 20 at 5pm. Offered by the 
Choristers and Parish Choir. The service features seasonal 
readings and traditional carols, including music from Herbert 
Howells, David Willcocks, and Douglas Pew. This is a service 
to invite friends and family, an experience that has become a 
yearly tradition among many of  our St. Thomas family.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 4pm
Get ready for this year’s Children’s Christmas Pageant and 
Family Communion! This treasured Christmas Celebration 
takes place in our beautiful Parish Hall and features our 
children sharing the great story of  our Savior’s birth. For 
children ages, 5 and up, rehearsals will be Dec. 13 (12-
1pm), Dec. 21 (10-12), and Dec. 23 (10-12). For children 4 
and under, meet at 3:15pm on Christmas Eve for a special 
costume and rehearsal.

Hear the Super Singers!
December 4th and 12th
The 26 men and women of  the Super Singers will sing a 
program of  Christmas songs and carols at SEM Terrace on 
Friday, December 4th at 1:30pm, and at the Cookie Caper 
on Saturday, December 12th at 11:30am. This is a part of  
our ongoing outreach.
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2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

B a c h  E n s e m b l e  o f  S t .  T h o m a s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, November 22, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Barmherziges Herze der ewigen Liebe, BWV 185 

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday,  January 31, 5pm
With guest artists from the Cincinnati Camerata
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Meinen Jesum lass ich nicht, BWV 124 

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, December 6, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Jauchzet Gott in allen Lande, BWV 51
Pew: Lo, the Bridegroom Cometh (world premiere)

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, February 14, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Tallis: Lamentations of  Jeremiah

BACH VESPERS 
Sunday, October 11, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Du sollt Gott, deinen Herren, BWV 167

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, April 10, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Ich bin ein guter Hirt, BWV 85

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

Amateur musicians are invited to join members of  the Bach Ensemble for a special all-day experience. We will 
rehearse and perform a Bach cantata, along with selected music from other composers. We’ll spend Saturday 

morning in sectional rehearsals led by Bach Ensemble musicians, and meet in the afternoon for combined 
rehearsals and performance. On Sunday, participants observe a Bach Ensemble rehearsal, and are invited to the 
Vespers service that evening. Visit www.bachensemble.org for more information.

Bach Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, October 10-11, 2015

Bach Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, April 9-10, 2016

E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

CINCINNATI CHAMBER OPERA
Friday, February 12, 7:30pm
Saturday, February 13, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Pergolesi: Stabat Mater and La Serva Padrona

MESSIAH SING-ALONG
Sing along with the Bach Ensemble!
Monday, December 21, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Handel: Messiah

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

SEASON-OPENING CONCERT
Sunday, September 13, 3pm
First Lutheran Church (on Washington Park)

In commemoration of  the 120th anniversary of  First 
Lutheran Church in downtown Cincinnati, the Bach 
Ensemble perform a mix of  vocal and instrumental 
music, including sacred cantatas of  Bach and Vivaldi’s 
spectacular Bassoon Concerto.

BACH’S BIRTHDAY CONCERT
Sunday, March 13, 3pm
The Cathedral Basilica in Covington, Kentucky

Join us to celebrate the 331st birthday of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach! The program for this concert will 
feature some of  Bach’s great master works, including 
excerpts from Bach’s B-Minor Mass and the 
Brandenburg Concertos.

O u t r e a c h  C o n c e r t s

BACH EUCHARIST
Sunday, May 8, 10:45am
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bach: Er rufet seinen Schafen
mit Namen, BWV 175
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A  M u s i c a l  N o t e

For many of  us, the closing of  the year is a time that is inextricably woven 
together with music. It is hard to imagine the sights and smells of  Advent and 

Christmas—candles, fireplaces, holiday sweaters, festive dinners—without also 
hearing the sounds—the carols, the sleigh bells, the family sing-alongs.

St. Thomas is indeed a place that celebrates this time of  year with sound. I know 
firsthand, because I know what my calendar starts to look like come the first of  
December. My workweek extends to seven days, the piles on my desk rise, and the 
deadlines loom large. But this business has a bright side, too. Choir attendance 
swells (as do the bodies in the Sunday morning pews) and my head is filled with 

beautiful and timeless music for day after day. One of  my favorite days of  the year is the first choir 
rehearsal where we sing through Once in Royal David’s City. To hear that soaring descant again after 11 
months away reminds me again of  how lucky I am to do the work I am given to do.

Of  course, St. Thomas’ musical life is more vibrant than most churches on a year-round basis. Our choirs 
are bursting at the seams, with new members seemingly joining each week. I am proud that each of  our 
Sunday services has its own unique musically identity, rooted in beauty, authenticity, and quality. While 
many churches choose to have a spoken early morning service, our Eight O’Clockers are uniting their 
voices in the great hymns of  the church. At 10:15am, our Parish Choir and Choristers lead worship with 
music that is sublime, joyful, and reverent. In the evening, our 7:00pm Come As You Are Service offers 
up an acoustic expression of  faith, sung in the peace of  evening candlelight.

At the center of  all our worship is our sanctuary and the principal instrument of  the church, the pipe 
organ. For nearly two years a group of  dedicated parishioners have spent their time and effort—not to 
mention their own resources—to study the state of  our organ and the best stewardship of  the instrument 
going forward. Hopefully you have been able to keep abreast of  the organ committee’s work, through 
conversations, presentations, and Tidings articles. All of  this work has culminated in the exciting 
announcement of  a contract for a new instrument built by the most respected organ builder working 
today, Paul Fritts & Co. This contract was made possible by the generosity shown by the St. Thomas 
community through the Faith, Family, and Future Initiative. 

The organ for which we have contracted is a 
perfect instrument for our worship space, our 
worship style, and our worshipping community. 
The contract is for a 25-stop instrument (smaller 
than our current Wicks organ) with 7 additional 
“prepared” stops essential to the design of  the 
organ. Having “prepared stops” in the design 
means that the organ will be built so that these 
additional stops are not part of  the original 
contract but will be added before final installation. 
When fully completed, it will have the flexibility 
to accompany our liturgies, our choirs, and our 
unique worship expressions, such as the Bach 
Vespers. It is not a large instrument, yet it is well 

A Fritts instrument (Op. 19) at the Episcopal Church of  the Ascension 
in Seattle, WA; visit www.frittsorgan.com to view more instruments.
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suited to our needs. It is not a stretch to say that it will be the finest instrument in the city at the time of  
its completion. It is an instrument that should last for hundreds of  years.

St. Thomas is essentially five years away from a newly completed organ in the church. Paul Fritts is 
currently building a new instrument for the Basilica at Notre Dame, and then has two other smaller 
instruments to complete before the St. Thomas organ. During that time, we will be preparing for the new 
organ in several ways. First, the church has engaged Terry Byrd Eason, a leading sacred architectural 
consultant, to consider how the new organ can enhance the beauty and sacredness of  our worship space 
while improving the accessibility and liturgical use. I will be working alongside other parishioners to raise 
the additional funding needed to complete the “prepared” stops noted above. This is essential to achieve, 
because the cost of  the prepared stops goes up if  the organ is initially installed without them. Meanwhile, 
Jason Gunnell, our organist, will do his best to shepherd our current organ as we look forward to the 
arrival of  our new instrument.

I hope that during this season of  joy you can find a moment to yourself  to reflect on the beauty of  the 
church. Perhaps you will find this moment amidst the candles of  Taize, during a quiet carol sung by the 
choir, or as we all unite our voices on a silent, dark night. In this season of  gratitude, it is my fervent hope 
that we can recognize and give thanks for the blessing St. Thomas has been, and will continue to be in 
the years ahead.

~Submitted by Dr. Carlton Monroe, Director of  Music

A  M u s i c a l  N o t e

Sunday, January 31, 2016 
9:00 am - Breakfast

9:15 to 10:15am - Meeting  (Yes, just one hour!)

Items to Include: Financial Report & Presentation of 2016-17 Budget • Election of New Vestry Members 
• Address by the Rector • Appreciating Retiring Vestry Members: Beth Bronsil & Kristine Flerlage

Candidates for the Vestry/Board of Directors may be nominated in an at-large process.  According to the 
by-laws, candidates for Vestry must be communicants in good standing. Any Member of the parish may 
nominate a candidate for the Vestry with the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations must be in 
the hands of the Rector or one of the wardens at least two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting - in this case, 
by Friday, January 17 (Article III, Section 4). Any questions about the nominees or the nominating process 
should be directed to the Rector or the Senior Warden. You can reach Fr. Darren by email at Darren@
stthomasepiscopal.org or call him through the parish office at (513) 831-2052.

Save
the date!.
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New Year’s Retreat
Friday to Saturday, January 1-2, 2016

What are the Celebrations and Challenges of  2015?  What New Thing is God calling you to in 2016?  
Mark your calendars for this annual spiritual reflection on the year. We will gather at the Jesuit Spirituality 
Center in Milford. There is room for 8 folks to spend the night and an unlimited number of  commuters. 

Cost: $50 for commuters, $100 to spend the night

Healing Retreat
January 15-17, 2016

When you study the healing stories in Mark’s Gospel you realize the full breadth of  the healing into which Christ 
invites us - bodily healing, social healing, spiritual healing, and emotional healing. This weekend we will study 
the the first four healing stories in Mark’s gospel, consider what kind of  healing God is inviting us to, and how 
we are called to be healers. Our time together will include movies, opportunities for healing touch and massage, 
and SoulCollage. There will also be time for worship, Bible study and to begin to establish prayer disciplines.   

Total cost for 2 nights will be $200 which includes meals.

Retreats & Quiet Days

St. Thomas’ Retreats and Quiet Days happen off campus at
The Jesuit Spiritual Center
5361 S. Milford Road, Milford, Ohio
RSVP to Pastor Mary: mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

Advent Quiet Day: Blessing the Night Road
Saturday, December 19th, 10am to 4:30pm

At some point our spiritual journey takes us down the “Night Road”, through a season of  shadows and 
darkness. Sometimes these are seasons of  deep loss or struggle. Other times they are more like quiet, fallow 
times where God’s work in us happens unseen, in holy silence. Join us for a day of  prayer and reflection 
on how we travel this “night road” and look for the sacred presence shimmering among the shadows. 

Cost: $35, includes lunch and materials
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The Faith, Family, Future Initiative is a special project that enables the parish to address objectives and needs that 
move far beyond our General Operating Budget and Annual Giving, both as a one-time major campaign and 

even more as part of  an overall strategic vision. The impetus for this special work is the realization that we are the 
beneficiaries of  the generosity of  parishioners before us and that this is our opportunity to add to that great history 
with our own legacy for future generations that St. Thomas can serve. What began in conversation moved into 
prayerful consideration of  what was shared and then an intentional campaign was engaged with the parish pledging 
a combined total of  $1.5 million. There are three focus areas from the campaign of  the Faith, Family, Future Initiative:

I.  Establish endowed funding for Youth & Family Ministry
II.  Build a new organ for our nave & sanctuary
III.  Make capital repairs & refurbishment to our building & grounds in critical areas

These three focus areas are part of  the overall objectives that in many ways are an essential step to build and 
strengthen what has already been established and is critical for our continued growth: 

1. Improve the ways we support all of  us as “ministers of  the church” with more effective communication
 & volunteer support, both with our buildings and people so we can best serve a new generation.

2. Enhance Pastoral Care, especially in light of  long-term care needs of  our elders
3. Build upon the opportunities to Care & Serve others beyond our parish
4. Build upon the strengths of  our Music Program in all of  its facets and ensure the foundation of  our musical  
 heritage by providing a stronger main instrument that will endure for future generations
5. Build upon the great gift & legacy entrusted to us with our buildings & grounds, making improvements that  
 will allow us to best serve future generations

For this final objective, which is what fueled focus III of  the Campaign, we are not seeking to build any new structures 
so much as to repair and strengthen what we already have been entrusted with. This applies to the funding as well. 
What was pledged and what is already received is what we are working with in addressing all three focus areas. We 
hope that we are modeling good stewardship. Our most valuable resource, however, is people, and what we have 
determined is possible for us to undertake with regards to capital repairs and refurbishment of  the building centers 
around people. This said, we have pledges to establish the endowed funds for youth & family ministry for at least 
$400,000. Planned and major gifts can help this fund grow in the coming years. 
Stephen Ministry has now started – or restarted – with a second generation of  leaders, fresh materials and even a 
new class of  Stephen Ministers starting in April. This too, is set to grow by continuing our investment of  time & 
talent and recruiting more people to have their lives blessed by serving in this special team ministry.
Music continues to grow and expand how we reach and serve more people. The second campaign focus called for 
a new organ to be built in our church nave & sanctuary. The extraordinary work of  our organ committee brought 
the Vestry a recommendation to enter into a contract with Paul Fritts of  Tacoma, Washington, arguably the finest 
voicing specialist for tracker pipe organs. While Dr. Monroe and any of  the committee members can point out the 
many musical virtues that working with Paul Fritts  brings, I can add that this selection once again speaks to effective 
stewardship of  our resources – both musically and financially. I believe St. Thomas will be well served literally for the 
next century with this new instrument and it will be one more way in which we can serve the wider community. The 
new organ is, however, one aspect of  the larger vision that we continue to cultivate with our music ministry.
In addition to some of  the areas of  concern we have lived with for some time, the major new focus to emerge from 
the Faith, Family, Future Initiative has to do with accessibility. Adequate doors and a barrier-free worship experience is 
something we can bring about in addition to addressing acoustics in the Parish Hall and the HVAC challenges of  
the building. We have begun this work of  the building and a new organ by first having an engineering assessment of  
what we need and the reality of  the building we love. We now will be engaging the parish with a liturgical consultant/
designer who understands and appreciates the significance of  historical preservation as well as how the Episcopal 
Church arranges and moves in worship. The next phase can include your participation and begins in the new year. 
Because of  the timing involved with a new organ build, we are intentionally moving this process in concert with the 
other aspects of  work to be done – it may feel slower than say, a home remodel or repair. Your patience as well as 
support is appreciated!

T he FFF Initiative:  Moving into Action
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SoulCollage® Workshop
Sunday, December 13 from 3 to 6 pm

SoulCollage® is not a craft project, it’s a prayer project. It’s about creating a prayer tool that allows God to speak 
into your life about your gifts, your fears, your hopes and passions. Join us for open studio time and build your 
collection of  prayer cards. If  you’re already familiar with SoulCollage®, materials will be available to create cards 
and build your deck. If  you this is new for you, Pastor Mary will introduce the process. Each month we explore a 
new element in Soul Collage. This month, we will focus on our Source/God cards – the images that capture our 
experience of  God in the world and in our lives. 

Sunday Morning Believe Series
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am

Sunday Morning Formation has something special for Adults too!

Treat yourself  to something bold - in addition to our great coffee! Our Sunday Morning Adult Forum with the 
Believe Series features something new to discover each week!  What we believe defines what we become, but how do we begin?
A conversation at Starbucks or over lunch with a friend can sound simple, but very quickly stop us in our tracks 
when that friend may ask, “What do you believe about God?”  Yes, it’s the “G-word,” these three letters that make 
the Name that is above all names and above all other things and yet, what can we say about God?  At its best it’s 
challenging, at worst, we can be at a total loss: How do I articulate my own beliefs? (By the way, What is it that I believe 
exactly?)
More than doctrine, the talk of  God reflects who God is for us and what our relationship with God can mean in 
our daily lives.  The Believe series will explore God’s Word – God’s story for our relationship for us to reflect who 
God is and can be still in our lives with three essential areas:
THINK What do I believe? What does a life with God mean in my life now?
ACT  What do I do?  What do I practice as a Christian today?
BE  Who am I becoming? How can my faith form who I am and becoming still?
In these weeks, our focus moves to how we form our faith into action – how we practice our faith daily.  We begin 
with the idea of  compassion and expand to explore the significance of  our own gifts, as well as worship, learning 
and the community can mean for our whole life, well beyond Sundays.  Join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 for 
wonderful learning, discussion and fellowship.  It’s a bold way to start the week!

A Blue Christmas Service - Tuesday, December 22 at 6:30pm
Are you experiencing loss this Christmas? Lost job? The loss of  a loved one? Lost dreams? An empty nest? A new season of  retirement? 
Or maybe Christmas has always felt “lost” to you because the season only highlighted the hurt in your family.

The Christmas promise is “the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.” God comes while God’s 
people wait in darkness for hope, light, presence. But sometimes our Christmas celebrations can seem to skip the 
dark in their eagerness to announce the light. For those experiencing loss this Christmas, it’s important to name 
the darkness in order for the light to be meaningful. Join us for a Christmas service for those waiting in the dark 
for God’s arrival. It will be an evening of  holy contemplation as we listen to the ancient promises and consider 
how the Light will find its way to us this year. 

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s
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Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays from 10:45 am until Noon

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open 
to all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV 
series, Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried 
on PBS across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

Youth Soul Food
Sunday evenings from 4 to 6 pm (for 7th to 12th graders)

What if  living an imperfect life were enough? 
What if  your grades, the teams you’re on, the shape of  your body or how many AP classes you took didn’t have 
the power to build you up or tear your down? 
What if  you listened to your heart more and other people’s expectations less? 
Would your life be different? Would you feel different about your life? 

Join us Sunday evenings as we consider these questions using Brene Brown’s book The Gifts of  Imperfection. We 
will explore the essential elements to living a life we love that doesn’t stress us out. Contact Pastor Mary to learn 
more: mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to 12 noon, Tuesdays (monthly) at 6pm

Parents are invited to step out of  the fast paced doing lifestyle of  young families, for a few hours of  being with one 
another for reflection and support. Join us as we reflect on topics as varied as family systems, prayer, parenting, 
marriage, personal soul work, and theology. One parent calls our weekly gatherings her “oxygen mask.” While 
it can be challenging to set aside the growing list of  expectations (the gym, groceries, laundry) for self-care and 
interpersonal connections, we believe that once you try it, the balance it can bring to your life will bless not only 
you, but also those you love.

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s
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Faith in Life & Print
Thursdays at 6pm (returns after Christmas with a new book)

Join us Thursday nights beginning January 7th from 6pm to 7pm in the Parlor 
as we explore Simply Good News, the newest book by N.T. Wright, retired Bishop 
Durham in the Church of  England, noted author and biblical scholar. N.T. Wright 
has made a main point of  his writing to make the bible accessible to people like 
you and me. His style makes him engaging to many different audiences and he 
has been featured on The Colbert Report, ABC News, Dateline and NPR’s Fresh Air.

The original meaning of  the word “gospel” means “good news.” News all around 
us today seems to be far from good; add to this what people actually hear as 
“gospel” is more advice than announcement, but that is what “news” means: 
something declared. Encouraged from the enthusiastic conversations fostered 
from Darren’s sermon from November 15th come explore what the good news 
can be, discover the real story Jesus came to announce.

From the back cover…
Many people think the message of  the gospel is that if  we believe in Jesus we will be saved from hell and be transported to heaven after 
we die. But what if  that is not what the Bible actually teaches? What if  the good news Jesus came to announce is much bigger, much 
better, and includes much more than merely what happens after we die? Revered bestselling scholar N. T. Wright reveals what the gospel 
really is and how it can transform our todays just as much as our tomorrows.

Faith in Life & Print will explore this new book throughout the weeks after Epiphany and before Lent. A limited 
number of  books are available through the church office for $15, but you can certainly find copies from your 
favorite retailer or online as an e-book.

F o r m a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s

Stephen Ministry – Grow deeper in love!
Grow deeper in Love.  It’s incredible, the more you 
focus on the Lord and do God’s work, the more 
satisfaction you find.  Are you looking for more 
satisfaction in your life?  Consider learning how 
to serve as a Stephen Minister.  By helping others, 
you will help God’s Kingdom grow—and you will 
grow too!  To find out more about this distinctive 
way to be a caring Christian neighbor, talk with 
one of our Stephen Leaders, Judy Bowers at (513) 254-
8652 or Anne Poleon at (513) 707-2927.  Due to the great 
response, we will be starting a new team with training in April.  
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Thursday, December 17 at six o’clock

The St. Thomas Dinner Club will meet at the Terrace 
Park Country Club on Thursday, December 17 for our 
annual Christmas celebration. Join us for conversation, 
good food, and a wonderful round of  Christmas songs. 
Social time begins at 6:00 pm. with dinner served at 6:30 
pm. Entrée choice of  Roast Pork Loin or Baked Salmon. 
Cost $23.50. Make your reservations by mailing a check, 
made out to St. Thomas Church, to Lou Scott, 696 
Milford Hills Drive, Milford 45150. 

~Submitted by Lou Scott

Bookkeeper’s Reminders
The Accounting Office will be closed the week of  
Christmas, but will be open Monday the 28th through 
Thursday the 31st from 9 AM to 5 PM. Please DO:
• Note the purpose of  your gift in the Memo line of  

your check or on the envelope when donating cash. 
All undesignated funds go to the Operating Budget.

• Have your 2015 donations to the accounting office by 
9:00 am on Thursday, December 31st to allow time to 
process the deposits into the bank by close of  business.

• Let me know if  you need help with an American 
Express card donation which are processed manually 
from the Accounting Office.

• Let me know if  you need assistance with using the 
Give to St. Thomas link on the website to make a 
Visa/MC/Discover or e-check donation for 2015.

• Feel free to use the Give to St. Thomas tab on the web 
site to set up recurring payments for your 2016 Pledge. 
No Pledge Card need be returned if  you set up online 
payments and select the 2016 Annual Giving option 
from the drop down list. This option is available now 
so you may pre-pay for 2016 in 2015 if  you wish.

• Faith, Family and Future and Bach Vespers donations 
may also be made online by selecting those options 
from the drop down list. These are applied to the year 
the payment is dated unless you specify in the memo 
area that they should be applied as prepaid for 2016.

Please do not hesitate to call me at (513) 821.2052 ext. 19 or 
email mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org with any questions 
you may have. Thank you for your generous support of  
St. Thomas. Have a safe and joyful Holiday Season!
~Submitted by Midi Drew Boy Scout Toy Drive

Please bring a new unwrapped toy for any age to the Log 
Cabin on Sunday, December 13th from 2:00 – 4:00 pm. 
If  you have a scheduling conflict for the Sunday drop off, 
you may leave toys at the following locations: Terrace Park 
Post Office –November 21 - December 12, Village Green 
Tree Lighting – December 6, 617 Yale Avenue, 915 Elm 
Avenue. Troop 286 partners  with the Cincinnati postal 
workers “Dear Santa Letters” program to collect, wrap 
and deliver toys to the main post office on Dalton Avenue 
in downtown Cincinnati.  The toys are individually deliv-
ered by letter carriers to children who have sent a “Dear 
Santa Letter” and without this program would not receive 
a cherished toy for Christmas. Thank you for your support 
of  Troop 286 and for remembering those less fortunate. 

Library Update
New books are being added to the library, and little by 
little older books still remaining on the 5th floor are be-
ing cataloged for addition as well! And please remember 
to check the website to explore what books are available: 
www.librarything.com/catalog/stthomastp. Our exciting 
new books are as follows: A.W. Tozer’s The Pursuit of  God; 
National Geographic’s Pope Francis and the New Vatican, and 
Jesus: an Illustrated Life; The Christian Art of  Dying: Learning 
from Jesus, by Alan Verhey; Viktor Frankel’s Man’s Search 
for Meaning; The Essential Reinhold Niebuhr: Selected Essays and 
Addresses; Malcolm Boyd’s Are You Running With Me Jesus?; 
Joseph Soloveitchik’s The Lonely Man of  Faith; and I Heard 
the Owl Call My Name, by Margaret Craven. Our library 
has some great titles, so I encourage you to have a look 
and check some out!  New books to date are being pur-
chased by using book sale money from October 2014. 
Cash or check donations are welcome earmarked for the 
library to purchase new books once these funds are deplet-
ed. Thanks!
~Submitted by Helen Hurley

Mountain T.O.P. Reminder
Registration for St Thomas’s Mt TOP 2016 Youth 
Summer Ministry program is now due. We are going the 
weeks of  June 18-25 and July 16-23. The registration form 
is on the St Thomas website (www.stthomasepiscopal.
org/mtop) and the Narthex bulletin board. Contact John 
Tiffany with questions, jctiffany@gmail.com. Thank you.

~Submitted by John Tiffany
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Merry Christmas! 
What an exciting year this has been for us. Our renovation project is complete and we are close to being fully 
leased up. It has been exciting meeting new families and getting to know everyone. As you begin making Christmas 
preparations for your family, please remember that there are a couple of  ways that you can help the families of  
Thomaston Woods and the residents of  Thomaston Meadows. 

Stockings and Bells
The Stockings and Bells tree is at the top of  the stairs by the Parish Hall. On each stocking, is the name and 
age of  a child who lives at Thomaston Woods and their gift request is written on the back. The bells are for the 
seniors who live at Thomaston Meadows and six who live at Thomaston Woods. Please take one (or more!) of  the 
ornaments off the tree, purchase one of  the gifts requested, and bring the wrapped gift (with the stocking or bell 
attached) to the church by Sunday, December 20th. Please remember to write your name, phone number and 
email address beside the gift recipient’s name on the sign up sheets next to the tree (one for stockings and one for 
bells). It is VERY important that you do this.

St. Nicholas Basket Run
The St. Nicholas Basket Run is our special outreach project for December in which we all help bring a small 
gift (a tub of  housewares) to each family/senior at the communities – 113 tubs in all!  Sounds like a big job, but 
it’s great fun because with many hands.  Here’s how you can help:  Below is a list of  items we need to bring to 
church by December 15 and after we have a complete inventory, we invite your whole family to help pack the 
tubs on Sunday, December 20 in between our morning worship services at 9am.  The fun continues at 2pm on 
Monday, December 21 when another team meets at St. Thomas and then delivers the tubs to all the households 
at Thomaston Woods and Meadows.  There are many ways you can help – perhaps this a project your whole 
family could take on, each doing a part.  Join us for one or all of  the days and ways of  making a difference!

Items needed for the Basket Run
Toilet Paper (4 roll package)
Paper Towels
Liquid Laundry Detergent
Dryer Sheets
Liquid Dish Soap
Disinfectant Cleaning Wipes
Box of  Facial Tissues
Tall Kitchen Garbage Bags
Dish Towel
Glass cleaner
Cleaning rags
Box of  band-aid/small bandages

If  you have any questions about the Stocking and Bells program or the St. Nicholas Basket Run, or if  you can be 
involved, please call me at 752-1594 or email me at TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org. I hope you have a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy 2016!
God Bless,

- Tina

S t .  T h o m a s  H o u s i n g
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Thomaston Woods Dedication
We are thrilled to announce and invite you 
to another celebration:  the ribbon-cutting 
and rededication of  Thomaston Woods on 
Tuesday, December 15th at 1:30pm.  Not 
only is the construction completed, families 
moving-in, but construction was on schedule 
and budget enough that we were able to see the 
full scope of  the project and make even further 
improvements, including the community 
center!  Leasing is going so well, we are hoping 
we can still show an apartment as part of  the 
celebration, but more importantly, we are 
living into our mission!  The celebration on 
Tuesday, December 15 will also be an occasion 
to acknowledge our partners and bless the 
work completed and the ongoing ministry 
opportunities ahead.  Please join us!

Habitat for Humanity News
Saturday, October 17th was the dedication or 
Habitation for the homes built in Lockland 
as part of  the East Side Coalition Build for 
Habitat for Humanity. What an incredible 
effort – THANK YOU for all you did to help 
make the dream of  home ownership a reality 
for deserving families. I understand from Mike 
Getz that we’ll be back in Lockland next year 
for the 2016 build!  Stay tuned!! If  you want to 
be one the email list for next year’s team, please 
email Mike at gike64@yahoo.com or call the 
church office.
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S t e w a r d s h i p  U p d a t e

Thank you!
Christ the King Sunday on November 22nd was a great celebration and start for a bright season ahead with 

all that we share for the common life and mission of  St. Thomas:  To make God’s love known by who we 
are, what we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name.  One need only walk through the building on 
any given week and see so many ways we continue to live into and grow in this mission by what we offer together 
on a regular basis.  Occasionally we have the opportunity to step-up and embrace the work entrusted to us in a 
special way, such as the Faith, Family, Future Initiative.  We have dreamed, shared ideas & concerns, prayerfully 
considered what is possible and even more, what God’s yearning might be in these years ahead.  Last year we have 
committed ourselves to this special work with what has been pledged for the initiative in three distinct areas.  It’s 
exciting to now begin enacting what we have discerned in addition to all that God calls us to throughout the year 
with the ongoing ministry we share and what we offer annually in terms of  our time, talent, and treasure.  It is a 
great gift and invitation for us all and each pledge matters greatly.

Stewardship, in all its forms, begins with prayer and thanksgiving, celebrating how we serve Christ with all that we 
are blessed and entrusted with—our gifts, talents, time and leadership.  We believe we are called, both individually 
and collectively to reveal God’s love and grow in a full sense of  the Christian life that continues to be open and 
offered to all, shared through inspiring worship and music, fostered in a transformative relationship with Jesus 
Christ and each other, and nurtures a caring community that empowers each of  us to live our faith daily and in 
the service to others in Christ’s Name in the world.  How is God asking you to grow further?  If  you have not yet 
been able to offer a pledge for 2016, I invite you to join your fellow parishioners and prayerfully consider what you 
can offer to help strengthen our mission in and through the ministry of  St. Thomas.  We are well over half-way to 
our goal already, and you can still make your pledge and have it blessed by either returning your card by mailing it 
in the self-addressed envelope provided, placing it in the Sunday Offering, or you can pledge online.  Every pledge 
matters greatly in helping to make our mission possible and continue to thrive.

To pledge online, visit our website (www.stthomasepiscopal.org) and click on “Give to St. Thomas” on the top 
right corner of  the main menu bar. This will take you to a giving website called Continue to Give. The following link 
will take you straight there: www.goo.gl/lj5kN7 - call the church office at (513) 831.2052 if  you have any trouble! 

What is our income?

Other Donations: 1%

Pledge & Plate: 81%

Facility Usage: 1%

Fundraising: 1% Assets Released: 16%
(only 4% from endowment)

Outreach &
Wider Mission: 17%

Hospitality &
Fellowship: 1%

Building &
Grounds: 17%

Christian
Education: 2%

Worship & Music: 4%

Staff: 51%

Vestry: 0.1%

Administration: 8%

We depend on the generosity of  pledgers for over 80% of  our 
annual funds. As you can see from the chart below, only 16% of  
our budget comes from assests.

Where does the money go?

Stew•ard•ship: the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care. (Merriam Webster) 
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Cherish this exquisite quilt!
This beautiful, hand-made, multicolored, cross-stitched quilt will be raffled off 
at The Great Cookie Caper. In the midst of winter the quilt in floral design with 
symbols of life and love will warm someone’s bedstead. Made and donated by 
Dorothy Haines, a long-time St. Thomas parishioner, the quilt is king-size but 
will fit a queen-size bed nicely. Raffle tickets are $5.00 each or 6 for $20.00.  They 
are available between church services, in the church office, or at the Cookie 
Caper. The winning ticket will be drawn at 1:30 p.m. at The Great Cookie Caper.

Saturday, December 12
11am - 2pm

St. Thomas Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
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S e r v i c e  O f f e r i n g s

Taizé Prayer
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Prayerfully unwind after a busy week. Reflective readings and 
prayers invite moments of  meditation as the beautiful songs 
that make Taizé so unique envelope you. As participational 
as you would like, Taizé offers a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
of  worship quite unlike anything else. Upcoming services are 
December 13 & January 3.

Sung Eucharist, Rite I
Sundays at 8am
Our first service of  the day draws on some of  our most 
cherished texts, with beautiful language hearkening back to 
the one of  the earliest versions of  the Book of  Common Prayer 
in 1662. This service includes hymns, prayers and sharing of  
communion.

Bach Vespers
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas for a reflective evening 
of  worship, focused through the lens of  the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Beyond aesthetic beauty, the music of  Bach 
draws on a knowledge of  scripture rivaled by just a handful 
of  composers. Bach’s music is so infused with religious fervor 
that it is almost impossible to separate Bach the Christian 
from Bach the composer. See page 5 for full schedule.

Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sundays at 10:15am
This principal service of  The Episcopal Church also draws 
on this historic tradition, though in Rite II the language is 
modernized. Our 10:15 service also features hymns, prayer 
and communion, but we also sing the portions of  the musical 
mass setting (Gloria, Sanctus & Fraction). On top of  this our 
choir offer one or two sung anthems a week.

‘Come as you are’ Worship
Sundays at 7pm
Our intimate third service of  the day draws on the same 
traditions as our morning services. For this service we are 
joined by an acoustic trio of  musicians who lead a more 
contemplative style of  hymnody and song. Uniquely 
communal and worshipful, this candlelit service is an ideal 
way to close (or begin!) your week.
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, Ext 18
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@cinci.rr.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jason@stthomasepiscopal.org

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Tina Lytle
Thomaston Woods, 513-752-1594
TLytle@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Communications & Programs, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: 5 pm - Taizé and Bach Vespers (see pages 5 & 18)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm
Thursdays during Advent: Compline at 9 pm

Special Events
The Great Cookie Caper (see page 17)

Saturday, December 12th at 11 am
Soul Collage Workshop (see page 10)

Sunday, December 13th at 3:00 pm
Thomaston Woods Re-Dedication (see page 15)

Tuesday, December 15th at 1:30 pm
Advent Quiet Day (see page 8)

Saturday, December 19th from 10am to 4:30pm
Christmas Lesson & Carols Service (see page 4)

Sunday, December 20th at 5:00 pm
St. Nicholas Basket Run (see page 14)

December 20th & 21st
Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along (see page 4)

Monday, December 21st at 7:30 pm
New Year’s Retreat (see page 8)

January 1st to 2nd, 2016
Healing Retreat at the Jesuit Center (see page 8)

January 15th to 17th, 2016
St. Thomas Annual Meeting (see page 7)

Sunday, January 31st, 2016 at 9:15 am

Weekly Activities
Sundays
4:00 pm: Youth Soul Food (see page 11)
6:00 pm: Thomaston Woods Dinners (4th Sundays)
Mondays
7:15 am: Men’s Book Group (Mariemont Inn)
10:45 am: Yoga with Lilias (see page 11)
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (bi-weekly)
7:30 pm: Al Anon
Tuesdays
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (monthly)
Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 11)
Thursdays
6:00 pm: Faith in Life & Print Book Group (see page 12)
6:00 pm: Choristers
7:00pm: Parish Choir
Fridays
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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