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‘It’s a Wonderful Life’
Friday, June 24, 2016 from 6-10 p.m.

at the 20th Century Theater, 3021 Madison Road, Oakley 45209

Please join us for a classic movie-themed event to support Episcopal Retirement 
Services (ERS) in serving low-income seniors in 25 A� ordable Living communities. 

For more information call Maureen Gregory at 513.979.2302 
or visit www.WonderfulLifeERS.org  

Susie Lame, Chair  Tickets: $125/Person

Gates Smith, Honoree
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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r

Faith Matters: Easter is ‘Completeness’ in making all things new!
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 
Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which 
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection [to their completeness] by him through whom all things were made, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Through Holy Week and now into Eastertide, I have been reflecting on this favorite prayer, that we get to hear 
several times a year but might not notice the repetition. This prayer is one that we offer at all ordinations, 

regardless of  order; which is the same prayer used as the final Solemn Collect at the liturgy for Good Friday, as well 
as being the Collect used after the final lesson at the Great Vigil of  Easter; and I feel that this prayer also perfectly 
captures what the Holy Spirit continues to do in each of  us, not just in Holy Week and Easter but throughout our 
journey as disciples.

In this prayer we hear: “Let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which 
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection.”

Perfection here is almost lost in translation from how the word is used in the Greek New Testament in which 
‘perfection’ does not mean without blemish, but whole and complete. We are being brought to our completeness 
by what Jesus has completed and now commends to us follow by making God’s love known by who we are, what 
we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name. In short how we live into an Easter Life by sharing the 
Easter mission of  making “all things new” in the Name of  love itself.

‘Completeness’ for us as Christians is not so much a destination, but rather a state of  being when we are fully 
focused and engaged in our share of  what Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry calls “the Jesus Movement,” this 
mission to take God’s love out into the world by who we are, what we practice and how we serve others. What God 
brings forth in us with an Easter Life is more than just a new day, but the invitation to renew, revitalize, re-envision, 
re-engage but not in an attempt to recapture a past but embrace the hope of  what resurrection can be – new life 
itself. There’s much that we are setting our efforts to for this Easter Life, not just in these weeks after Easter Day, 
but in terms of  our mission focus. Some of  this energy you can read about within this edition of  TIDINGS, but 
even more it what we are experiencing together, whether in worship, our formation, opportunities for fellowship 
or one of  the many ways we engage in caring and service with others.

May God continue to bless you, your family and the mission we share in Christ’s Name…in Easter and beyond!
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T h o m a s t o n  W o o d s  N e w s

Welcome Rhonda Nordstrom!
Episcopal Retirement Services was thrilled to introduce the newest member of  our 

Thomaston Woods Family at our most recent Community Dinner on March 27th: 
Rhonda Nordstrom, our new Social Worker for Thomaston Woods & Thomaston 
Meadows.

Rhonda comes to us with over 16 years of  social work experience under her belt. 
She most recently served as a Social Worker for the Ohio Help Me Grow Program, a 
program that serves children birth through three years with developmental delays. 

Rhonda is a graduate of  the University of  Cincinnati’s School of  Social Work (Class 
of  ’99), is married to her wonderful husband Chuck, has three children (who are all 
grown), and two wonderful dogs (Moose and Boo) who she enjoys walking each evening. 
Please join us in welcoming Rhonda to our team!

Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fundraiser
Thomaston Woods is our affordable housing community that members of  St. Thomas developed in 1988; in fact, 
St. Thomas Housing Corporation the first group in Ohio to take advantage of  the Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit funding programs. The goal was more than simply building safe & sanitary affordable housing however. 
Living into our faith, meant that we wanted to help find ways to truly transform the lives of  individuals and 
families through a community that focused on one home at a time. From the beginning, Thomaston Woods had 
both a Community Center, as well as a Director of  Resident Services and now with a dedicated Licensed Social 
Worker; we not only establish programs to improve the lives of  residents, we work to provide resources, guidance 
and advocate for our residents.

The Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fund was established over ten years ago to help 
support adult residents of  Thomaston Woods begin and/or complete their educational 
goals and create a lasting change for their lives. To date, the fund has awarded over 34 
scholarships for a total of  over $65,000. The Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fund is 
but one example of  some of  the initiatives we have developed to help families have a 
chance at a better life, including higher education, jobs and home ownership. In over 
28 years, Thomaston Woods has served well over 600 families.

You can be part of  this continued success with your support of  the 10th Annual 
Thomaston Golf  Classic! Consider if  you might like to organize your own foursome, 
be one of  our sponsors, volunteer for the main event and/or join the fun on Sunday, 
April 24th as we kick-off the 10th Anniversary of  the Thomaston Golf  Classic with 
our very own “Putt-Putt Classic.”
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C h i l d r e n ’ s  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n

Youth Soul Food: Half  the Sky
Sunday evenings from 4 to 6 pm (for 7th to 12th graders)

Half  the Sky, a book and documentary series, explores the oppression of  
women and girls in the developing world. Each week we will consider a 
particular struggle for girls and women from Asia to Africa and meet the 
extraordinary women who prevail against tremendous odds. Through stories 
we will learn about some of  the most devastating circumstances, but see how 
a little help, often in the form of  microloans, can transform their lives. We 
will also learn that the key to economic progress in developing countries lies 
in unleashing women’s potential. A truth that applies in our country as well. 

Thanks to a generous donation from a member of  our congregation the 
Youth have been given stewardship of  a $600 Kiva account, from which we 
can provide microloans. We will conclude this series by doing research and 
then distributing these funds to projects the youth want to support. 

Parents, some of  the stories tell the truth about how girls are forced into sex-
trafficking and prostitution. If  you’d like to review the series before we watch 
it together, I am glad to share it with you. You are also welcome to join us. I 
believe this could initiate meaningful family conversations! 

Below is our schedule for this series:
April 10 – Gender Based Violence
April 17 – Sex Trafficking
May 1 –  Education
May 8 – Maternal Mortality (Mother’s Day… if  youth are celebrating with their moms we will not meet)
May 15 – Forced Prostitution
May 22 – Economic Empowerment
June 5 – Kiva Loan Research and Project Choices

Faith-Filled Camps for the WHOLE Family!

w w w . d s o y o u t h . o r g / p r o c t e r - s u m m e r - c a m p
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A d u l t  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to 12 noon, Second Tuesdays (monthly) at 6pm

Parenting is hard work. Not only are we creating space for our children to discover who they are, but we also 
need to remember who we are! Join us each week as we connect with one another, but also our deepest self, 

from which the mother in us emerges. Together we reflect on faith, parenting, partnering, work, relationships and 
so much more. 

Parents meet weekly on Wednesdays from 10am to 11:30am (childcare provided).
April 13th – Praying with the Easter Story
April 20th – Mutual Support (Pastor Mary out of  town)
April 27th – Baptism: Reflection on Ritual and Meaning
May 4th – Mother’s Day: Blessings and Burdens
May 11th – Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil
May 18th – Sabbath: Bible Study and Practice

During the summer we will meet less regularly to accomodate summer schedules:
June 1st & 15th, July 6th, 13th & 27th, August 24th 

Family Dinner and Adult Conversation
6:15 Dinner, 7pm Adult Conversation (Childcare provided)

We continues with our reflections on Brené Brown’s book Gifts of  Imperfect Parenting.
April 12th – Play
May 10th – Respect & Hard Work
June 14th – Being “Cool”
July 5th (irregular week) – Nature vs. Nurture
August 23rd (irregular week) – Men, Women & Worthiness

Sunday Morning Adult Formation: The Believe Series
Sundays at 9:15am

For adults at 9:15 each Sunday, the Believe Series explores what is at the heart of  our own 
faith, reflecting on who God is for us and what our relationship with God can mean our 

lives daily. The Believe Series explores God’s Word – God’s story for our relationship with us 
to reflect who God is and can be still in our lives. Each week of  Eastertide, we continue to 
explore a different aspect of  what we each practice in a dynamic faith as well as how my 
faith is forming who I am becoming still. Each week is a different focus, so join us anytime!



8

Adult Formation: Half  the Sky
Sunday evenings from 4 to 6 pm

Join Pastor Mary for a video series documenting Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalists Nicholas Kristof  and Sheryl WuDunn’s odyssey through Africa 
and Asia to meet extraordinary women struggling and overcoming devasting 
oppression. Through stories of  individual women and girls we will see 
the anger and sadness of  their circumstances, and ultimately the hope of  
transformation. These are Easter stories indeed! We will learn how the key 
to economic progress in developing countries lies in unleashing women’s 
potential, and will discover how powerful a microloan can be.

We will be watching this documentary with our youth and invite you join us in 
our reflection and conversation. We hope to end our series by showing our own 
Noel Julnes-Dehner’s recent documentary about prostitution in Cincinnati: 
Coming Home for the Streets. You can see the trailer at vimeo.com/145286178. 
For a schedule, see the Youth Soul Food dates on Page 6!

A d u l t  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n

Intercessory Prayer Team
Being the Body of  Christ: A Community at Prayer For and With Each Other. 

Prayer is essential to the Christian life and community, but often we worry about 
the particulars beyond the who with what, when and even how to pray, especially in 
concern for others. Oh but how good it feels to be “wrapped-in prayer” in the midst 
of  a change or challenge of  life. While we have for years had prayer team ministry 
during worship for healing & wholeness, many people have concerns and petitions 
on behalf  of  others they know and care about. This is what Intercessory Prayer is 
about. Intercessory Prayer, “brings before God the needs of  others; in petition, we 
present our own needs, that God’s will may be done.” (Cf. The Book of  Common Prayer, 
p. 857). To further help, we are forming an Intercessory Prayer Team (people who 
will lift up prayers on behalf  of  others in and beyond the community, using a prayer 

chain). This is to be offered in addition to our regular Sunday Prayer Team and Stephen Ministry, giving the 
people of  St. Thomas an added way to deepen their prayer lives and be a more active part in the spiritual helping 
and healing of  others.

An Intercessory Prayer Team offers a given petition as a community 
much like we do with the Prayers of  the People during worship, only daily as 
intentional spiritual practice and while still maintaining the confidentiality 
of  the petitioner. Someone wishing to have prayers offered on behalf  of  
themselves or others can remain anonymous, one provides as much or as 
little information as you feel comfortable giving; even simply the first name 
will do (God knows who you mean)! If  you wish, you may provide more 
information to help the Intercessors further focus their prayers, just know 
that any information will be kept confidential. If  you think you might be 
interested in becoming an Intercessor, or have someone for whom you would like prayers offered, please contact 
Fr. Darren at (513) 831.2052 or Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or just let one of  the clergy know and we’ll get 
the request to the Intercessory Team right away.

Nicholas Kristof  & Sheryl WuDunn
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F a i t h  i n  L i f e  B o o k  G r o u p

In April: C. S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce
Thursdays in April at 6pm in the Parlor

C. S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce is a classic Christian allegorical tale about a bus ride from hell 
to heaven. An extraordinary meditation upon good and evil, grace and judgment, Lewis’s 
revolutionary idea in the The Great Divorce is that the gates of  Hell are locked from the inside. 
Using his extraordinary descriptive powers, Lewis’ The Great Divorce will change the way we 
think about good and evil.

“The Great Divorce is C. S. Lewis’ own version of  The Divine Comedy: 
the narrator bears strong resemblance to Lewis (by way of  Dante); 
his Virgil is the fantasy writer George MacDonald; and upon 
boarding a bus in a nondescript neighborhood, the narrator is 

taken to Heaven and Hell. The book’s primary message is presented with almost oblique 
tidiness--”There are only two kinds of  people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy 
will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’” However, 
the narrator’s descriptions of  sin and temptation will hit quite close to home for many 
readers. Lewis has a genius for describing the intricacies of  vanity and self-deception, 
and this book is tremendously persistent in forcing its reader to consider the ultimate 
consequences of  everyday pettiness.” -Michael Joseph Gross

In May: Sara Miles’ Jesus Freak: Feeding, Healing, Raising the Dead
Thursdays in April at 6pm in the Parlor

“I came late to Christianity,” writes Sara Miles, “knocked upside down by a mid-life 
conversion centered around eating a literal chunk of  bread. I hadn’t decided to profess an 
article of  doctrine, but discovered a force blowing uncontrollably through the world.” In this 
book, Sara Miles tells what happened when she decided to follow the flesh and blood Jesus 
by doing something real. For everyone afraid to feed hungry strangers, love the unlovable, 
or go to dark places to bless and heal, she offers hope. She holds out the promise of  a God 
who gave a bunch of  housewives and fishermen authority to forgive sins and raise the dead, 
and who continues to call us to action. And she tells, in vivid, heartbreakingly honest stories, 
how the ordinary people around her are transformed by taking up God’s work in the world.

Sara Miles offers a fresh, fully embodied faith that sweeps away the anxious formulas of  
religion to reveal the scandalous power of  eating with sinners, embracing the unclean, 
and loving the wrong people. Jesus Freak: Feeding, Healing, Raising the Dead is her inspiring 
book for undomesticated Christians who still believe, as she writes, “that Jesus has given 
us the power to be Jesus.”

“It is a book that manages to be inspiring without sentimentality - serious and funny, 
sacred and profane.” (San Francisco Chronicle)

I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only 
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.  - C. S. Lewis
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St. Thomas’ Quiet Days & Retreats happen off campus at

The Jesuit Spiritual Center
5361 S. Milford Road, Milford, Ohio

Easter Quiet Day
Saturday, April 16th from 10 am to 4:30 pm

Does it frustrate you HOW LONG it seems to take for things to shift in your 
spirit, your relationships, your life? You know where you want to go, you do 

your work to get there, but it seems to come slowly? Change often takes more time 
than we like. And paradoxically, it often begins before we perceive it. 

Easter is a season, not a day, recognizing that resurrection is a process, not an 
event, that takes time. Join us for a day of quiet reflection as we consider the 
resurrections underway in us.  Pastor Mary will set up a few prayer stations to get 
you started. Please bring your journal and questions for God. It will be a day for 
listening for the quiet voice of the sacred within us.

Quiet Days cost $35 - this covers lunch, materials and use of a beautiful space!

RSVP to Pastor Mary: mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org or text/call (215) 630.1091

Sabbath Retreat
Friday, June 3rd at 6:30pm to Saturday, June 4th at 6pm

Here, on the cusp of Summer, our Sabbath season, we take some time to 
consider the gifts of this command to rest. Whether it involves a Sabbath 

meal, a Sabbath walk, time for sacred conversation, discerning prayer, reading a 
great book, digging in the dirt or crafting in your woodshop, honoring the rhythm 
of rest and work is essential to faithful living. 

Our time together will include Bible study, reflections on Wayne Mueller’s book 
Sabbath, and rest. Bring your Bible, Sabbath pursuits you can pack (knitting, a 
good book, walking shoes, carving knife), and a snack to share. You can arrive 
anytime after 3pm. The retreat formally begins with dinner on Friday night, and 
includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 

Cost is $100. Limit of 12 participants, 8 can spend the night.
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Music Lessons through CCM
Register now!

The CCM Preparatory department will again offer a 
satellite program at St. Thomas this year. We currently 

have faculty from CCM Prep offering lessons in piano and 
voice during the afternoons. Many more options are available, 
including guitar, brass, wind instruments, and strings (interest 
from 3 or more students allows us to bring a faculty member 
to our location). The CCM Preparatory satellite program also 
currently operates a pre-school music class in conjunction 
with the St. Thomas Nursery School, and is exploring the 
possibilities of  a Suzuki strings program and dance classes. 
Contact Carlton Monroe (cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal) or 
visit the CCM Prep webpage at ccm.uc.edu/prep for more 
information on pricing and registration!

M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

Summer Jam & Choir Camp
July 25th - 29th, 2016

The St. Thomas Summer Jam and Choir Camp is a fun-
filled week of  music, games, friends, and fun! During the 

week campers will improve their singing, learn music theory, 
and experience the art of  music in a new way! Professional 
musicians from around the city will join us each day to talk 
about their lives in music.  The Summer Jam and Choir 
Camp has two sections: Summer Jam is for children in 
grades K-2 (rising) and focuses on music play, improvisation, 
crafts, early music learning. The Choir Camp is for children 
in grades 3-8 and focuses on vocal technique, choral singing, 
teamwork, and music theory. Cost of  the camp will be 
$60; $40 for additional children from the same family. For 
more information visit the St. Thomas website or contact 
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Check out our summer programs page in this issue of
Tidings to see what else is going on!

May Bach Vespers
Sunday, May 15th at 5pm

The Bach Ensemble and Parish Choir of  St. Thomas finish 
their respective musical years with a bang, performing 

Bach’s exuberant Cantata 172, Erschallet, ihr Lieder, erklinget, 
ihr Saiten! on Pentecost Sunday, May 15 at 5pm. The piece 
features trumpets and timpani, along with strings, organ, 
soloists and choir. Pentecost marks the traditional end of  the 
St. Thomas choir season, and May is the last Bach Vespers 
before our summer hiatus. At this May Vespers, the Bach 
Ensemble will also release the schedule for the 2016-2017 
BEST season. For more information visit the Bach Ensemble 
website (www.bachensemble.org) or contact cmonroe@
stthomasepiscopal.org.

World Premiere: The Good Shepherd
Sunday, April 17th at 10:15am

The St. Thomas Parish Choir will present a new cantata 
by Composer-in-Residence Douglas Pew, The Good 

Shepherd, on Sunday, April 17, as part of  the 10:15 
Eucharist. That Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of  Easter, 
traditionally referred to as “Good Shepherd Sunday.” The 
piece is for vocal soloists, mixed choir, oboe, english horn, 
bassoon, and organ. The instrumental soloists include 
Cincinnati Symphony and Bach Ensemble members 
Dwight Parry, Chris Philpotts, and Jennifer Monroe. This 
will be a bittersweet performance, as Doug and his family 
will be moving to Utah this summer. While we look forward 
to continuing our musical relationship with Doug, we are 
grateful for all of  the beautiful music Doug has brought to 
us over the last few years.

Voice Recital: Brianna Bragg
Friday, April 8th at 7pm

Please join Brianna Bragg for her junior recital, entitled A 
Musical Montage, in the Parish Hall on April 8th at 7pm. 

The recital features selections from her past three years of  
classical voice study at the University of  Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of  Music. Joining her is Kevin Topmiller, lute, 
and Youkyoung Kim, pianist, for an evening of  lute song 
by various composers and art song by Hugo Wolf, Maurice 
Ravel, and Jake Heggie. The recital will be followed by a 
reception.

World Premiere by Douglas Pew
Sunday, April 10th at 10:15am

On Sunday, April 10th, there will be a special performance 
of  a piece by our Composer-in-Residence, Douglas 

Pew, entitled I Hear Thy Voice. The piece was commissioned 
by St. Thomas parishioner, Sarah Jackson, whose Third-
Great Uncle wrote the text. The piece is written for mezzo-
soprano, horn, and piano, and will be performed by Sarah 
(mezzo-soprano), her son, Danny Howard (horn), and 
Douglas Pew (piano).
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F a i t h ,  F a m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

T
he Faith, Family, Future Initiative is a 
special project that enables the parish 
to address objectives and needs that 
move far beyond our General Operating 

Budget and Annual Giving, both as a one-time 
major campaign and even more as part of  an overall 
strategic vision. With pledges now being fulfilled, 
we continue to implement what was discerned in 
terms of  plans for Youth & Family Ministry, building 
repairs / enhancements and preparation for a new 
main instrument in the chancel & sanctuary – a 
commissioned organ to be built by Paul Fritz & 
Company of  Tacoma, Washington.

Beyond these three main focus areas, we continue to 
build upon the other aspects of  the Faith, Family and 
Future Initiative and are implementing enhancements 
with how we offer pastoral care. Stephen Ministry is 
well underway and our newest class of  16 Stephen 
Ministers have begun their formation in April and 
will be ready to be commissioned in June.

In regards to Youth & family Ministry, we are already 
looking ahead and building upon our success of  this 
year’s enhancements, planning improvements to 
classroom, art, and meeting spaces, as well as a robust 
summer program, including a Children’s Chapel 
program for the summer months.

While the plans for the organ project are now set 
with the builder and we are in “the queue,” there 
have been no changes since we first announced the 
projects ahead of  ours, so we still anticipate to see 
our new organ in 2019. This time-frame allows us 
to coordinate all the other work identified and needs 
related to the building in order to complement the 
organ build and installation.

Plans for addressing sound issues in the Parish hall 
(as well as the aforementioned classroom & meeting 

space needs) remain a top priority, and we believe can 
be addressed in this year. IT enhancements will be 
part of  ongoing operations. All work related to the 
Building & Grounds portion of  the Faith, Family, Future 
Initiative, including the installation of  the new organ 
will be coordinated by one master project timeline 
that will take us through the next three years.

To best prepare for what is needed for the worship 
space & parlor as a principal gathering & meeting 
space, we have as previously mentioned, formed a 
Renovation Team to work with our Liturgical Design 
Consultant, Terry Byrd Eason, whom the parish 
was introduced to in the last edition of  Tidings and 
in-person at the first special forum held this past 
February. The parish will have another opportunity 
to engage the work of  the team, as well as Terry at 
the second forum to be held on Sunday May 22nd.

Terry Byrd Eason is assisting us to not only consider 
what is needed to prepare our space for a new organ, 
but also how to better accommodate accessibility, 
improve lighting and even movement within the space 
we already love as being both beautiful and sacred – 
maintaining the sense of  timeless transcendence that 
we have already.

The committee members are: 
• Mary Malotke (Buildings & Grounds and an engineer 

by training)
• Gerry Michaud (Buildings & Grounds and a Professor 

of  Industrial Design as well as woodwork craftsman)
• Jim Davis (Jr. Warden and an engineer by training)
• Terri Moorhead & Nancy Lorenz (Altar Guild)
• Vivian Krueger (Flowers & Altar Guild)
• Bob Reynolds (Pastoral Care and having led several 

parish renovations, including new organs)
• Carlton Monroe (Director of  Music)
• Darren Elin (Rector with concentrated studies in Liturgy 

from the Yale Institute of  Sacred Music and the Arts)

The Faith, Family, Future Initiative is moving into action!
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F a i t h ,  F a m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

The Renovation Team has the responsibility of  
working with our consultant in the periods in-
between the public forums and working to ensure 
the objectives from the Faith, Family, Future Initiative 
are being met effectively and communicate with the 
parish as a whole. It is also essential to remember 
that all work done as part of  the Faith, Family, Future 
Initiative has been set with a fixed budget based on 
what was pledged through the campaign associated 
with the FFFI with continued oversight by both the 
finance Committee as well as the Vestry overall.

In the first forum with Terry Byrd Eason, we provided 
not only what we already have learned are our needs 
to be addressed, but also Terry provided further 
details associated with the previous renovations that 
have occurred through the years in our worship space 
to make it what we know today; the most expansive 
of  which occurred in the 1950s. Part of  this focused 
not only on how we use the space presently and the 
challenges for accessibility, movement of  people 
within the space, but also the context in which the the 
space was built and renovated historically. It is clear 
just how much we all respect and greatly appreciate 
this history while we recognize how we can improve 
upon what is already entrusted to our care and use, 
both for our current needs and for that of  future 
generations at St. Thomas.

After our work in these next months, the Renovations 
team expects to be able to share several concepts 
with the congregation at the Forum on May 22nd 
and to check with the congregation as a whole how 
best we are addressing the different needs articulated 
and then further refine ideas to be presented to the 
Vestry in June. We invite and hope you will continue 
to be involved with your prayers, conversations with 
committee members and of  course the Forum on 
May 22nd.

Team Responsibilities

Vivian Krueger

Mary Malotke

Carlton Monroe

Terry Eason, TBE Design

Gerry Michaud

Nancy Lorenz

Jim Davis

The Rev. Bob ReynoldsTerri Moorhead

The Rev. Darren Elin
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The Putt-Putt Classic
Sunday, April 24 at St. Thomas

If  you want to support the Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fund but don’t 
really consider yourself  a “golfer,” this event is for you and your family. $20 
for a foursome gets you lunch and the chance to play in an unlikely location 
- at church!

Featuring The Silent Auction
Sunday, April 24 at St. Thomas

In conjunction with the Putt-Putt Classic, we’ll be bidding on a variety of  
items, generously donated for this event. Even if  you don’t want to play you 
can still be involved. Don’t miss out on some great items!

Learn more at:
www.stthomasepiscopal.org/golf

P u t t - P u t t  C l a s s i c

Save the Date! Design Forum & Parish Breakfast 
Sunday, May 22nd at 9:15am

The Vestry of  St. Thomas has retained Terry Byrd Eason Design, a 
nationally renowned and respected liturgical design firm out of  Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, to work with us as we examine our worship space 
and lay the groundwork for receiving our new organ, expected to be 
installed in 2019. Join us for part two of  our ongoing discussion and 
forum series with Terry on May 22nd. Come hungry!

Terry Byrd Eason will 
be here on May 22nd!
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H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y

Celebrating 30 Years and looking forward to helping build house #52!

Our new building season is rapidly approaching! This year St. Thomas will be helping 
to build two single-story houses at 2032 and 2029 Emerson Ave in North College 

Hill. It will be a more relaxing build with less scaffolding to erect and one story roofs 
instead of  two. Our plan is to pre construct all exterior walls in the Habitat for Humanity 
warehouse sometime in April and begin actual building shortly thereafter. As always, 
much depends on the weather and getting the foundations poured.

This will be the 30th Anniversary of  Cincinnati Habitat, and the East-Side Coalition (to 
which St. Thomas belongs) has been there from the beginning. This year will be the 52nd house that our East-Side 
Coalition has built; more than any other coalition to date. Incredibly, each house still only costs approximately 
$90,000 to build. Most of  the money for the East-Side Coalition homes come from donations from the member 
churches of  which there are 11. Last year St. Thomas contributed $6,000. Good Shepherd Lutheran donated 
$19,783 and Zion Lutheran donated $12,550, and St Barnabas Episcopal donated $8,400. We were next in giving.

We would love for you to join the team this year with one or even all of  our build days. This year our workdays, all 
on Saturdays are as follows: May 21, June 18, July 30, September 3, October 8 (if  needed). As with last year, we 
would like for you to complete a volunteer profile on the Habitat for Humanity website (eastside.habitatcincinnati.
volunteerhub.com/events/index) at least 48 hours prior to the given build day (this helps us schedule the right 
amount of  team members and materials for the given day, as well as expedite the safety check-in process. If  you 
forget, however, you are still welcome to come, just be patient with the check-in process.

I encourage you all to remember these dates and participate when you can. St. Thomas always seem to have the 
most volunteers so let’s try to keep it up. There is a job for everyone (over 16), and every skill-level – men and 
women alike. You don’t have to be good with a hammer or climb scaffolding. You will meet many wonderful people 
and will take home much more than you physically put into it. More information will follow in the weeks ahead, 
but as always please feel free to reach out to our team captain, Dr. Mike Getz at 513-831-1912 or email gike64@
yahoo.com if  you have concerns or questions. May God bless the work we offer this summer in His Name!
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MY NOSE TURNS RED CIRCUS CAMPS
June 13th to 17th & August 8th to 12th, 2016
Let your Child run away and join the circus at these great camps. Stilt walking, rolling globe, 
manipulation, and more! Register at: www.mynoseturnsred.org For more info: rednose@fuse.net 
or 859-581-7100 - My Nose Turns Red is the area’s only non profit dedicated to youth circus, with 
more than 30 years experience in arts education. 

Circus Camp for 4-7 year olds:
9am to 11 am. Camp performance on Friday at 11:30am. Cost $120, Siblings $95, Class size limit 

is 6. Early bird discount by April 15: $110/$90.
Circus Camp for 7-16 year olds:

9am to 3pm. Camp performance on Friday at 2:30pm. Cost: $205, siblings $180. Early bird 
discount by April 15: $190/$170.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~ Ages 4 to 14
June 27th to July 1st, 2016
St. Thomas Vacation Bible School presents Life of  the Party: The Story of  Mary and Martha. We’ll spend 
the week exploring the Biblical story of  Mary and Martha and other stories, as we learn by doing 
with theater activities, art projects, and music. At the end of  the week, grades 1-8 will perform 
selections from the musical Life of  the Party: The Story of  Mary and Martha. Costs: $35 per child, or $70 
per family of  3 or more.

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION ~ Multiple age group offerings
July 11th to 15th & July 18th to 22nd, 2016
Art as a Spiritual ConnectionTM is a new kind of  art camp experience for youth - check out the 
opposing page! You can also visit www.artspiritualconnection.com for more info.

ST. THOMAS SUMMER JAM AND CHOIR CAMP ~ Ages 6 to 13
July 25th to 29th, 2016
The St. Thomas Summer Jam and Choir Camp is a fun-filled week of  music, games, friends, and 
fun! During the week campers will improve their singing, learn music theory, and experience the 
art of  music in a new way! Professional musicians from around the city will join us each day to 
talk about their lives in music.  The Summer Jam and Choir Camp has two sections: Summer Jam 
is for children in grades K-2 (rising) and focuses on music play, improvisation, crafts, early music 
learning. The Choir Camp is for children in grades 3-8 and focuses on vocal technique, choral 
singing, teamwork, and music theory. Cost of  the camp will be $60; $40 for additional children from 
the same family. For more information contact cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

CURTAINS UP THEATRE CAMP ~ Ages 9 to 18
August 1st to 5th, 2016
Join the Friends of  the Groom and experience the fun of  taking a script from page to stage in a week.  
We’ll be casting, rehearsing and staging a one-act play to be performed on the last day of  camp.  
Learn essential acting skills, participate in theater games and exercises, and have hands-on improv 
and ensemble work. Costs is $200 for the week. For info: Call Friends of  the Groom (513) 831.2859

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Summer Camps
Check out www.stthomasepiscopal.org/summer-camps

S T .  T H O M A S

MUSIC
CAMP!
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A RT  C A M P S  AT  ST.  T H O M AS

JOURNEY INTO ABSTRACTION
July 18th to 22nd • 9am to 3pm

Journey into Abstraction is a creative experience for youth 
entering 4th to 8th grades (ages 9 and up). The camp uses 
the elements of art to explore abstraction as a pathway to 

self-expression. All projects are designed to develop intuition and 
the ability to be creative, and resourceful, in the face of change.

BEING GIRL: IN SEARCH OF WHOLENESS
July 11th to 15th • Noon to 5pm

Being Girl is a week long art camp designed for girls ages 12 to 
15 (beginning at 7th grade). The program is a creative space 
to nurture girls who are transitioning into their new developing 

bodies to claim the totality of their beings: body, mind and soul. 

FABRICIA DUELL, ARTIST & FACILITATOR

Fabricia Duell is a contemplative artist, mystic, mother, certified children’s spiritual 
formation teacher, certified spiritual director by the Haden Institute, SoulCollage® 
facilitator, Veriditas trained Labyrinth Facilitator and founder of Art as a Spiritual 

Connection™.  She believes that art as soul expression is for everyone – it is a way in 
which we draw closer to God and promotes self healing.  Her preferred art mediums 
are: acrylic paint, colored pencils, polymer clay, watercolor and collage.  She also 
offers individual spiritual direction sessions at her studio in Amberley Village.

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION
Presenting art camps at St. Thomas this Summer, Art as a Spiritual Connection™ 
is a creative experience that uses the art medium as a pathway to connect with 
the Divine in all of us.  With a variety of art programs for all ages, Art as a 
Spiritual Connection™ offers a nurturing environment, and provides tools for 
art exploration, to foster connections to the Sacred, self and others through the 
creative process.

R E G I ST E R  AT  W W W. A R T S P I R I T U A L C O N N E C T I O N . C O M
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ART 
Voila! Create art 

through individual and 
collaborative group 

projects.

led by
certified art educators

DRAMA 
Encore! Use theater 

techniques and role play 
to express the real you.

led by
certified acting instructors

MUSIC 

Rock on! Gain 
confidence and have 
fun exploring music 

with friends.

led by
board certified music therapists

Summer is a time for fun and friends!
Melodic Connections is happy to provide a unique week-long summer camp at 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church.  Campers will spend their day engaging in custom 
designed art, drama and music-based enrichment.  The music therapists at 

Melodic Connections support campers of all abilities to provide an enjoyable and 
valuable summer camp experience. 

The Art of Being Social 
summer camp

June 6-10th, 2016  
for campers 5-8 yrs of age

Campers may enroll for morning (10am-12pm), afternoon(1pm-3pm) or full day (10am-3pm)
Level 1 and I/O waiver accepted      Half Day: $75/week       Full Day: $236/week

christina@melodicconnections.org  (888)858-3048 ex.102
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Spring is in the air!  The month of March offers a wonderful 
opportunity to share with the children the active signs of 
spring and the changes in our environment as a new season 
arrives. We love having the chance to spend more time 
outdoors and open our classroom windows to let the fresh 
air in!   

The month of March also finds the STNS staff and students 
on “high alert” because we always have naughty 
leprechauns visit the school around St. Patrick’s Day.  We 
find little leprechaun footprints on the classroom tables and 
floors, chairs tipped over, clear water turned green, and our 
snacks eaten!  We try our best to capture these mischievous 
visitors with leprechaun catchers we have made in school, 
but have never been able to trap one maybe this will be the 
year!   

Wednesday, March 2 the students enjoyed a visit from the 
Cincinnati Zoo’s Wings of Wonder program (the penguin is 
always my favorite!).  Wednesday March 23rd is Sports 
Day… our Muscle Room gets transformed into an arena and 
we hold our very own STNS Olympics!   Please send your 
child dressed in their favorite sports attire (and yes, tutus 
and gymnastic outfits are definitely considered sportswear 

A Note from Emily...
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Continued on  Page Two

 

Save the Date

Please join us for our annual 
Open House on Thursday, 
April 14 and see some of the 
fantastic things the children 
have been doing this year!  

Everyone is welcome....it’s so 
wonderful to see the children 
proudly showing their family, 
friends and neighbors their 
various projects, classrooms 
and teachers.  

Volunteers are needed to bring 
in treats for the open house. 
To sign up, please go to http://
vols.pt/BGePGc

Find STNS on 
Facebook  

Keep up-to-date on STNS events, 
fundraisers and general school 
information on Facebook at our 
group page. Find us at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
stthomasnurseryschool/



20

ST. THOMAS NURSERY 
SCHOOL
100 Miami Ave. Terrace Park, Ohio 
45174  
(513) 831-6908  
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org  

Director - Emily Keiser  
Assistant Director- Alicia Stanula  

Parent Council President - Laura 
Organisciak  

STNS Times 
ISSUE No. 05 
VOLUME 04

Newsletter Editor - Danielle Haugh 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR - March/April

here at STNS!). We will visit China, Ireland, Switzerland 
and Mexico during People and Places this month, and 
end the month with our classroom Easter parties.   

Spring Break will begin at the end of the school day on 
Thursday, March 24th (there is no Discovery Friday on 
March 25th which is Good Friday).  I hope everyone has 
the opportunity to rest, relax and enjoy some sunshine 
and family time during this week off! 
     
Blessings, 
Emily   

Note from Emily...Continued from Page One

March 16 - Christian Storyteller Visit  

Week of March 21 - Easter Parties 

March 23 - Sports Day 

March 25 - Good Friday (No Discovery Friday)  

Week of March 28 - Spring Break 

April 4 - School Resumes  

April 7 - Family Chapel 

April 13 - Sunrock Farm visits  

April 14 - Open House 

April 27- Wacky Wednesday  

Volunteers Needed!
STNS Parent Council needs help 
with refreshment and food for 
several upcoming events!  

•Open House - April 14  
Volunteers to supply snacks for the 
open house. Please bring your items 
to the STNS office by the end of the 
school day on April 14. Sign up here 
- http://vols.pt/BGePGc 

•Teacher Luncheon- May 4 
Volunteers to bring in lunch items 
for our Teacher Luncheon. Please 
bring your items to the STNS 
kitchen located on the 4th floor by 
11am on May 4. Sign up here - 
http://vols.pt/3xtAmV 

•Ice Cream Social- May 4 
Volunteers to bring  in toppings for 
the annual ice cream social. Please 
bring your items to the STNS office 
by the end of the school day on May 
5. Sign up here - http://vols.pt/
S9W1qz 

Thank you for all your support!  
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Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays from 10:45 am until Noon

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open 
to all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV 
series, Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried 
on PBS across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

SoulCollage® Workshop
First Sundays of  the Month from 12:30 to 3:30 pm

Sometimes we don’t know what we know. Stories, fears, dreams and longings swim 
around in our unconscious, often shaping our conscious choices, but in ways we 

are not aware of. God knows these things we don’t know we know. Jesus’ invitation 
to discipleship carried with it an invitation to “see” what God sees, and to see “how” 
God sees: with love, gentleness, compassion and kindness. This begins with how we 
see ourselves, and then shapes how we see our neighbors and loved ones. 

Soul Collage is a prayerful process that helps us “see” as we give our unconscious permission to speak to us using 
images and collage. Each month during open studio time Pastor Mary will teach about a different element of  soul 
collage and set aside time to pray with our cards. You are also welcome to just come to a sacred space and make 
cards to add to your prayer deck. 

April 10th – Resurrection: Love Wins 
May 1st – Forgiveness: What/Who do you need to release? 
June 5th – Companions on the Way: Meeting the Guides God Sends Us
July 3rd – Freedom

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Cooking Fellowship this Spring
Fridays once a month from 9 am to 1 pm - drop in as you like!

Many of  our favorite ministries gather around meals. There is something about breaking bread together that 
changes the way we connect with one another. As this happens more and more, we need some help prepping 

for these meals.  Once a month enjoy the fellowship that happens when we cook together. Shopping and menu 
planning will be done. We just need you to come help chop, mix, sauté, etc.  It helps if  you bring your own knife. 
We’ll be cooking on these dates:

Friday, April 29th
Friday, June 3rd

Please contact Bea Filimonov if  you plan to come. (513) 377.8915, filimonovbea@yahoo.com
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Third Thursdays at six o’clock (April 21st, May 19th)

Join our St. Thomas Dinner Club Group and enjoy 
fellowship and lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere 
of  the Terrace Park Country Club.  Dinner Club is the 
third Thursday of  every month.  Social time begins at 
6:00 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:30 p.m.  Two entrée 
choices are offered each month.  Please check the Sunday 
Bulletin to discover the choices.  Cost $23.50.  Please mail 
check, made out to St. Thomas Church, to Lou Scott, 696 
Milford Hills Dr., Milford 45150 to make reservation.

Sacred Stitchers
Monday nights at 7pm

Two Monday nights a month from 7-9 p.m. the Sacred 
Stitchers gather in the Guild Room to create prayer 
shawls, lap robes, baptismal blankets, and sometimes 
sweaters, scarves, mittens and even potholders.  The 
intent of  all the knitters is to provide comforting items for 
those who may need a bit of  TLC. While many prayer 
shawls and lap robes have been given to many women, 
men and children who are ill or injured, many others have 
been given to others who are facing challenging times in 
their lives. The shawls and robes provide a way for St. 
Thomas Church to provide a knitted “hug” to those who 
may be near or far away. Prayer shawls and lap robes 
have gone to California, St. Louis, Iowa, Florida to name 
a few of  their destinations. Anne Cherry, who heads 
the Sacred Stitchers, will be pleased to send a shawl or 
robe to someone in need of  comfort if  you will provide 
her with a name and address.  Anne can be contacted 
at 513.831.2714 or dcherry@cinci.rr.com. If  you would 
prefer to hand deliver a shawl or robe, contact Anne.

Inter Parish Ministry Event
Sunday, May 1st at 5pm

Sip, taste, wine, dine and bid! Inter Parish Ministry 
presents Celebration 2016: Faces of  Hunger and Hope 
on May 1st at the Oasis Conference Center in Loveland 
from 5 p.m to 8 p.m. The event will include by-the-bite 
appetizers and soup sips, a live and silent auction, music, 
wine bar, craft beer bar and awards recognizing service 
contributions to the non-profit agency. This year, Thom 
Brennaman will lead the event as Master of  Ceremonies 
and Dan Varner will provide an acoustical concert. 
Through the celebration, IPM aims to deliver the message 
of  gratefulness to a community that has made it possible to 
deliver basic services to those who need it most. The event 
will honor four individuals who have given hope to those 
in need through their volunteer efforts. Circle of  Hope 
Award recipients include Tom Clore, Beth Bowers Klaine, 
Kathy Kennedy and Debbie Motz. The silent and live 
auctions will include items such as Reds tickets, including 
a booth experience with Thom Brennaman, an acoustical 
concert provided by Dan Varner, dinner on the porch at 
Lobsta Bakes of  Maine and much more. Reservations can 
be made online at www.interparish.org.

ERS Meals on Wheels
Deupree Meals on Wheels needs volunteer drivers for 
several Friday routes. Using your own car, you pick up 
meals at the Deupree House between 10:30-10:45 a.m. 
Routes take only 1-2 hours per week. Help home-bound 
seniors remain independent and safe in their home by 
bringing them a nutritious hot or frozen meal.  If  Friday 
won’t work for you, please call anyway! Contact Sue 
Susskind at 513-561-8150 or 513-545-1250 or e-mail her 
at ssusskind@erhinc.com.

Graduation Milestone Celebration
Sunday, June 12th, 2016

So many of  our amazing young people are graduating this 
Spring and heading out into the world. Join us in worship 
as we send them out with our blessing and pray for their 
families during this huge transition!

Farewell to Jilian McGreen
We’ll be bidding farewell to Jilian McGreen, cantor for 
our 7pm service. She’ll sing her last regular service at St. 
Thomas on Sunday, April 24th, after which she leaves 
to join the “Singing Sergeants” - the official chorus of  the 
United States Air Force. Best wishes, Jilian!

Family Dinner & Dance Party
Saturday, April 9th, from 5:30pm to 8pm

Community Dancing is a multi-generational activity 
enjoyed in many cultures. Jenny Zent-Call will teach 
us group dances from around the world and lead us in 
this energetic, lively, fun evening. Please join us first for 
dinner and dancing! Bring your friends, neighbors and 
grandchildren. This is sponsored by our young families, 
for the whole family! RSVP to Pastor Mary (mlaymon@
stthomasepiscopal.org or text at 215-630-1091)”
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11, c: (513) 448.7999
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, c: (215) 630.1091
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jasongunnell@gmail.com

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Director of Communications, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: 5 pm - Taizé and Bach Vespers (see page 11)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm

Special Events
Family Dinner & Dance Party (see page 22)

Saturday, April 9th at 5:30 pm 
Easter Quiet Day (see page 10)

Saturday, April 16th at 10 am
Bach Vespers (see page 11)
     Sundays, April 10th & May 15th at 5 pm 
The Good Shepherd Cantata (see page 11)

Sunday, April 17th at 10:15 am
Thomaston Putt-Putt Classic/Silent Auction (see page 5)

Sunday, April 24th
Taizé Prayer

Sundays, May 1st & June 5th
Thomaston Golf Classic (see page 5)

Monday, May 16th at Stonelick Hills
Terry Byrd Eason: Liturgical Design Forum (see page 14)

Sunday, May 22nd at 9:15 am
Sabbath Retreat (see page 10)

Friday-Saturday, June 3rd to 4th

Weekly Activities
Sundays
12:30 pm: Soul Collage (1st Sundays - see page 21)
4:00 pm: Youth Soul Food (see page 6)
6:00 pm: Thomaston Woods Dinners (4th Sundays)
Mondays
7:15 am: Men’s Book Group (Mariemont Inn)
10:45 am: Yoga with Lilias (see page 21)
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (bi-weekly)
7:30 pm: Al Anon
Tuesdays
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (monthly)
Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 7)
Thursdays
6:00pm: St. Thomas Dinner Club (3rd Thursdays - see page 22)
6:00 pm: Book Group (see page 9)
6:00 pm: Choristers
7:00 pm: Parish Choir
Fridays
9:00 am: Cooking Fellowship (monthly - see page 21)
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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