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So glad we didn’t wait.
We thought we were too active and independent to move to Deupree House. 
What were we thinking? Now we actually have more opportunities for golf, 

skiing, dancing, socializing and all the other things we love to do. 
And because of the individualized wellness programs here, we do all those things 

even better than before. We are Living well into the future®. And that future is secure 
because even if we should outlive our savings, we will always have a home here. 

Contact Gini Tarr at 513.561.4200 or visit
episcopalretirement.com/deupree-house/austins.

Arnie & Mary Austin,
residents since 2014

We provide the options, you make the choices.

Deupree House in Hyde Park is a community of Episcopal Retirement Services, where all faiths are welcome.

Cover photo: A young resident of  Thomaston Woods gets his face painted at their block party!
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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  A s s i s t i n g  P r i e s t

Responding to the Word in Life, Faith and Action
Adapted from a sermon preached by Fr Daniel H. Grossoehme on April 24, 2016 - Acts 11: 1-18

A
nd the time was after much prayer, that people at St. Thomas had a vision. 
Something like a large sheet came down from heaven, being lowered by 
its four corners, and it came close to them. And as they looked at it closely, 

they saw lots of  small two-legged creatures, full of  energy, and taller two-legged 
creatures who needed a safe place to leave their children while they worked, a place 
for their children to learn, a place full of  people who would teach their children 
love. And they heard a voice saying, “Provide what these parents need. Don’t think 
of  growing your church. Think of  meeting the needs of  the people around you.” 

But some replied, “By no means Lord, for we are a church full of  busy people, and what do we know of  
running a school?” And again they heard the voice saying, “You are indeed the church. Meet the needs of  
those around you.”

This happened a second time, and something like a large sheet came down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners. And it came close to them. And as they looked at it closely, they saw two-legged creatures, both 
medium and large sized, sweating on a mountain, singing and praying, telling and listening to stories. And 
they also heard a voice saying, “The people in the poorest county in one of  the poorest states in your proud 
country do not use the outhouse at night for fear of  snakes. Help build and repair.” But some replied, “No, 
Lord, a 14-year old might cut off fingers using a power saw.” And again they heard a voice saying, “Trust 
those whom the Lord has called for the Spirit and a few grownups will guide them.”

And a third time it happened, and something like a large sheet came down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners. And as people looked at it, they saw two-legged creatures struggling to regain their lost footing, 
struggling with raising children, struggling to find a way out of  poverty. And they heard a voice saying, “Build 
them shelter and help them transform their lives.” And some said, “No, Lord, it is too big a thing, and we are 
a church, and know not how to be landlords.” And again they heard a voice saying, “But I have given you the 
people you need to get the grant money, and to get others involved, that you should do this together.”

And so it came to pass that one parish would found the oldest chartered nursery school in the state; spend 
over 30 years returning to Appalachia to build; and build and manage a transformational housing community 
in the nearest part of  Appalachia. And it would come to pass that this same parish built and opened another 
housing community, making affordable housing available to people on fixed incomes.

Not one to rest on its laurels, it came to pass that again, something like a large sheet is coming down from 
heaven, being lowered by its four corners. Gazing at it as it comes nearer, discerning what the shape might be, 
and listening for the Lord’s words…What is the parish’s next calling? 

The shape of  the thing suggests a new openness in a transformed worship space: open and accessible to 
everyone; transformed in sound. The shape suggests our faith is calling us to more in the future; it may be a 
tuition-free school in Clermont County, it may be a transformational housing project for young women, it 
may be…well, it may be just about anything! God delights in novelty, endlessly offering invitations to change, 
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to co-create a part of  our world along with God, to become more Christ-like, loving the world just as Jesus 
loved us, and gave himself  for us, that we might see just how far love will go to call for change.

Love seems to go as far as…being a servant. On Maundy Thursday, at supper with his friends, before he took 
bread and wine to bless, Jesus took towel and water, and gave them two things. He gave them an example, and 
He gave them a new commandment. The example was that of  service and He gave them a commandment, 
that they love one another, linking service and love as two dimensions of  the same thing. 

Not to rest on our laurels, however. What do you see being lowered from heaven in front of  us? Who are we 
being called to love? And what service does loving them look like? How do we transform lives in this part of  
the earth? St. Thomas has been faithful to the Spirit calling, nudging and moving into new days with bold 
new ways of  sharing God’s love. With the Faith, Family Future Initiative and so much more, the coming years 
will certainly be exciting!

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  A s s i s t i n g  P r i e s t

Summer Church Chats and Living into our Faith, Family & Future!

Over these past several summers, I have found our Church Chats to be 
an essential way of  how we re-create together. Church Chats are an 

occasion in which a whole cross-section of  our parish family can join to 
listen, pray, share – information, ideas, concerns and dreams together. These 
conversations are not only an opportunity to touch-base and share news of  
our progress, but also to engage in the spiritual discipline of  discernment, 
which is prayerful consideration of  what is needed next, and to consider 
what might God’s yearning be for our shared life & ministry. I believe these 
conversations are so important that I now plan them annually. While these 
are but one way in which we can engage important consideration, they bring us together in such a special way 
to continue to listen, pray, and share – shaping not only our planning, but indeed our whole ministry together. 
This summer, we not only want to hear from you as to what is working and what are new opportunities, but 
also have opportunities to really go deeper into what the opportunities are as we begin to plan the renovation 
for greater accessibility, worship flexibility and to accommodate a new instrument in 2019. The work we have 
done up to now with our design consultant now moves into our own prayerful consideration. Already this 
summer, we have begun implementing the smaller aspects of  the FFFI, so we also want to share the exciting 
progress and share ideas back and forth. You have already shown just how important these conversations can 
be, so I hope to see you at one of  our six gatherings already planned. As always, if  you cannot attend one of  
the chats, I would love to still find a way for you to participate by finding a time to sit-down and visit with you 
and your family. Whatever gathering works best for you, please let us know we can expect you by contacting 
me at Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call the church office at (513) 831-2052.

2016 Summer Church Chats:
Sunday, June 26  11:30am - 12:30pm  Hearth Room
Sunday, July 3  6:00pm - 7:00pm  Parlor
Tuesday, July 5  7:30pm - 8:30pm  Parlor
Thursday, July 14  7:00pm - 8:00pm  Hearth Room
Sunday, July 17  11:30am - 12:30pm  Hearth Room
Thursday, July 21  6:00pm - 8:00pm  TP Country Club (St. Thomas Dinner Club)
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S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you or someone you know!
St. Thomas to Commission 18 New Stephen Ministers 

Stephen Ministers attending their Wednesday night training session

Celebrate with us when on Sunday, June 19th at the 10:15 Eucharist we will commission our new Stephen 
Ministers. They are: Barbara Buchholz, Jack Buchholz, Betsy Craig, Jim D’Wolf, Bea Filimonov, Jamie 

Flerlage, Bill Gislason, Jane Hubka, Ann Lindell, Karen Long, Kate Mancera, Patti Normile, Kay Pope, Mike 
Pope, Dennis Purcell, Maggie Tobergte, Tami White. These soon-to-be Stephen Ministers will join with Judy 
Bowers, Darren Elin, and Anne Poleon who were trained as Stephen Leaders last summer.

Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people experiencing a crisis or going through a 
difficult time. Stephen Ministers meet weekly with their care receiver for around an hour to listen, care, encourage, 
pray, and provide emotional and spiritual support for the person. Caring relationships last for as long as the 
person’s need persists. With their individual study as well as work as a group, these men and women will have 
received over 40 hours of  specialized training in Christian caregiving, as well as ongoing training and support.

Please pray for our new Stephen Ministers—ask God to bless their ministry and work through them to bring hope 
and healing to those whom they serve. Pray also for the ongoing ministry of  our current Stephen Ministers.

Our congregation is one of  more than 11,000 worldwide, representing 160 Christian denominations, that use the 
Stephen Series system of  lay caring ministry developed by Stephen Ministries in St. Louis. St. Thomas was part 
of  the Stephen Leadership Training that saw the organization reach a new milestone in 2015 with over 700,000 
leaders trained. God is at work!

If  you know someone who is going through a difficult time, contact one of  our Stephen Leaders, Judy Bowers, Anne 
Poleon or Fr. Darren Elin, about Stephen Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide focused, confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care—to help that person experience the healing power of  Christ’s love.
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F a i t h ,  F a m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

“God So Loved the World That He Did Not Send a Committee” ~ a note from Fr. Bob

T
hat aphorism sometimes brings a smile to the face of  folks who have spent 
many evenings in church committee meetings, perhaps reflecting the “pain in 
the lower back” (figuratively and literally) that some committee experiences 

can generate. Years ago when I served in the Diocese of  Spokane, I can still remember 
the inner groaning I went through as I drove 300 miles roundtrip in order to keep 
faith with the commitments I had made to serve on X, Y, or Z committees at St. 
John’s Cathedral or the Diocesan Office.

However, three years ago this summer I was invited to join with a remarkable group of  parish members and 
staff to serve on the St. Thomas Organ Committee (the group which was tasked with researching the long-
term feasibility of  our current instrument, a suitable replacement). A whole new and exciting experience of  
serving on a committee lay ahead of  me…but I did not know it at the time.

Music Director Dr. Carlton Monroe invited Brian Rau, Mary Malotke, Gerry Michaud, the Rev. 
Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, Parish Organist Jason Gunnell, former Senior Warden Vern Thomas, and 
me, to serve on the committee, along with our rector, Fr. Darren Elin, as an ex-officio member. Vern was 
asked to chair the committee. Although the work of  this committee has become a fundamental aspect of  
the Faith, Family and Future Initiative as we are developing, I would like to share with you what has made this 
beginning work so rewarding and provide a gracious path for the other parts of  the FFFI to find their way.

When we gathered for our first meeting in the summer of  2013, Vern Thomas handed each of  us, An Organ 
Primer, a 150-page notebook written and complied by Vern to help launch us on what turned out to be a truly 
remarkable journey. The Primer was a clear indication that we were beginning a very serious and important 
task. In time the workbook would more than double in size as we moved forward.

Our first task was to study, absorb and discuss the contents of  the Primer and to share our own thoughts and 
experiences in order to have a clear understanding of  how we might efficiently and faithfully proceed with our 
new calling. We were all challenged and engaged the task, yet there was clearly a variety of  views as to how 
we might successfully address our commission. That, I believe is a credit to any well-appointed committee…
diversity and openness. To my surprise, however, I found that I actually looked forward with real anticipation 
to each meeting. That was a true contrast with my experience in serving on countless other committees in my 
50 years of  parish ministry as of  this June 22. God truly blessed us with an exciting, challenging and growing 
experience as we shared this ministry together.

Let me describe the variety of  gifts and experiences the eight committee 
members brought to this challenging undertaking. Brian Rau not only has 
fine experience in choral ministry, but he has more than a passing knowledge 
of  pipe organs. In addition, Brian is an electrical engineer, and we were blessed 
many times over as his professional talents helped us in evaluating the work of  
our current as well as prospective organs. 
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F a i t h ,  F a m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

Mary Malotke, a mechanical engineer, heads her own engineering firm, 
TENCON, which does consulting engineering mainly for corporate clients. Mary 
has served on the St. Thomas Buildings and Ground committee since 1994, and as 
its chair since 2003 where the finely honed skills of  an engineer have been a great 
gift to the parish in many ways. Her engineering skills were of  great assistance to 
the committee as we assessed the work of  organ builders. Mary is also a longtime 
member of  the parish choir.

Gerry Michaud, is the Emeritus Professor of  Design in the School of  Design, 
University of  Cincinnati, where he continues to serve as a full time Adjunct Professor. 
Gerry’s talent as a designer and creator of  fine furniture was of  immeasurable 
help to the committee as we evaluated the casework of  prospective organ builders. 
Gerry is also a tenor in the parish choir and serving his second term on the Vestry. 
He is also the designer and builder of  a number of  beautiful pieces of  furniture 
for our parish. Gerry is both appreciative and inspired by the beauty, tradition and 
intimacy that our worship and church exudes.

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme is an Assisting Priest at St. Thomas and an 
Associate Professor of  Pediatrics, Division of  Pulmonary Medicine, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital. Musically, Daniel brought his many years as a chorister and 
eventually as a member of  the Parish Men and Boy’s Choir to our undertaking. He 
also took organ lessons while a student at Indiana University as well as from Bryan 
Mock in Cincinnati.

Jason Gunnell, who has served nearly five years as our parish organist, brought a 
depth of  experience with pipe organs to the committee’s work. Jason has completed 
his course work for a Doctor of  Music Arts at the University of  Cincinnati College 
Conservatory of  Music and is now finishing the dissertation phase. Jason also has a 
BMA from Brigham Young University, Idaho, and a Master of  Sacred Music, from 
the University of  Kansas.

In addition to holding many key leadership roles in the parish, Vern Thomas also 
brought his experience as a choir member and his years as an organist/choirmaster 
before becoming a member of  the Episcopal Church. The depth of  his knowledge 
and experience became evident to all committee members as he led us through an 
Organ “Primer.” In addition, his faithfulness as chair served us well in keeping the 
committee focused and on track.

Dr. Carlton Monroe, is literally the finest church musician I’ve had the privilege 
to work with. Carlton brought his vast experience as a singer, instructor, professor 
and director of  choral music from elementary school through university level to our 
work together. I encourage you to go to the St. Thomas website and explore the 
depth and breadth of  this fine music director.
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F a i t h ,  F a m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

The Committee eventually selected Dr. Paul 
Thornock to be our professional organ consultant. 
Dr. Thornock was then the Director of  Music and 
Organist at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Columbus, and 
has since been called to be the Director of  Music 
at St. James Cathedral, Seattle. He proved to be an 
outstanding guide and resource as we proceeded with 
an exciting and challenging ministry.

I was appointed to the committee because I had been 
down the organ building trail twice before in my 
ministry, and it was thought I might bring something 
to the corporate effort. I hope I did, because the Organ 
Committee was the finest committee I’ve ever had the 
privilege to serve on. It was so powerful and rewarding 
that when our rector asked if  I would consider serving 
on the committee charged with implementing the 
organ and the other aspects of  the FFFI together, there 
was no hesitation, but an emphatic, “yes!”

In closing, I believe it is important to note that this first 
committee spent hundreds of  hours and eventually 
traveled thousands of  miles by car and plane at 
each person’s own expense. All out of  the love and 
commitment we have for St. Thomas and the mission we 
share. When our work determined that the best course 
of  action was to replace our organ, we auditioned organs 
and interviewed builders in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Utah and Washington State. 
And finally we thoughtfully and prayerfully considered 
each decision before unanimously agreeing to pass on a 
recommendation to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry for 
their approval, leading to the contract with Paul Fritts 
and Company Organ Builders of  Tacoma, Washington. 
We experienced the kind of  decision-making process 
that enriched and empowered our corporate effort, and 
left me, for one, with a grateful heart that I was invited to 
share is this important work. 

If  you have any questions about the committee process, 
either specifically with the organ or now with the overall 
renovation plans, please call me. If  you have questions 
about the cost and development of  the new organ, Vern 
Thomas invites you to call him as well. 

Shalom,
Father Bob

Faith Matters
Summer is the Time to Re-Create!

Welcome to the 
summer! In 
the Episcopal 

Church, summer finds us 
in our longest season of  the 
Church Year: The Season 
After Pentecost. Marked 
by the color green, we like 
to say it reflects more of  the growing season 
rather than what is otherwise simply referred 
to as ordinary time. To re-create is to rest, take 
Sabbath and more – these weeks of  summer 
are when we tend to allow ourselves to also 
dream a bit more, to re-imagine and even 
plan. This is definitely true for St. Thomas – 
while some of  our ministry finds rest, there’s 
so much in which we can reflect on what’s 
growing and even re-imagine and prayerfully 
consider what might be God’s yearning for us 
still. Hardly just fallow time, these are also the 
weeks when a great deal of  repairs and other 
maintenance, even renovation can be done. 
As you read in this summer edition of  Tidings, 
there are plenty of  ways to enjoy and live into 
what summer brings us with the mission we 
share at St. Thomas and beyond. I hope you 
and your family will take time to truly re-create 
– rest, play, re-imagine and even engage in 
new and different activities. What’s even better 
than this time for ourselves is what it can mean 
for our life together. 

As we worship, share in fellowship and serve in 
new and different ways, I hope you will also take 
advantage of  opportunities to re-imagine with 
us, either with Church chats or take advantage 
of  a home visit as we prayerfully consider 
what’s ahead for a bright new program year 
and the next part of  our journey together. 
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Support our ministries by shopping at Kroger!
The focus of  this ministry is to support St. Thomas’ 

expenses by using Kroger’s generous Neighborhood 
Program that gives dollars back to non-profit organizations. 
The amount we “earn” is based on the amount parishioners 
spend at Kroger after they have registered St. Thomas as 
their non-profit preference.

Earnings were down again in 2015. If  every family who shops at Kroger signed up, our income could grow in 
2016. We could actually double or triple it! The challenge is that each user must sign up electronically each year, 
even if  the user participated before. Don’t let that stop you!! Below are the steps to re-enroll:

1. Go to the customer service desk at Kroger OR go to Kroger.com.
2. Click the SIGN IN button near the top right of  the page.
3. Enter your email and password information (or click register if  you don’t yet 

have an account - you’ll need your Kroger card handy).
4. Click the MY ACCOUNT button near the center of  the page.
5. Select ACCOUNT SETTINGS from the list.
6. In the lower right corner of  the account summary window is a box labeled 

COMMUNITY REWARDS. This will tell you if  your enrollment has expired.
7. If  expired, click the edit button within the COMMUNITY REWARDS box.
8. This will guide you to search for your organization. You can search for “St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church” or directly type in our organization number: #80137.

You can call Vivian Krueger at (513) 831-4321 for more information or help.

Kroger Community Rewards
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F a m i l y  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to noon, Tuesdays (monthly) at 6:15 pm

Parenting is hard work. It can be the most meaningful 
and the most shaming work we engage in, sometimes 

in the same hour. Few things make us feel worse than when 
we feel like a bad mother or father. And we all have those 
moments. The best antidote to the voices that say we aren’t 
good enough, is the company of  others who understand our 
struggle. Join Pastor Mary and other parents for gatherings 
where we safely explore the challenges of  parenting. We also 
take time to nurture other parts of  our lives as well - work, 
spirit, partnering, and more.

Summer Morning Schedule
Childcare is provided in our nursery

June 15 at 10am – Listening for the Holy Voice Within 
Divine Guidance is available to all of  us. But what does it 
sound like? How do we recognize it? Pastor Mary will teach 
a few prayer practices and offer you time to practice the 
one that calls to you. If  the weather is nice we will visit the 
Labyrinth at the Jesuit Spirituality Center in Milford. 

July 13 at 10am – Parenting Kindness
with Beth Bronsil
Beth’s experience as a mother, grandmother and director of  
Xavier’s Montessori Education Program make her one of  
the wisest, kindest and most helpful parenting mentors in 
the city. And she shares her wisdom with us every month. 
Beth always brings some nugget to get us started in parenting 
discussions, but it’s her grace to let your questions and 
challenges guide the conversation. 

July 27 at 10am – Soul Collage
Pastor Mary will provide all the tools needed to explore and 
listen to your own inner wisdom using images and creativity. 

August 24 at 10am – So Long Summer:
Navigating School Performance and Expectations
Schools are under a lot of  pressure to prove their worth 
and compete for students and tax dollars. This sometimes 
happens at the expense of  their students. It is very challenging 
when the message we want our children to hear is that they 
are good and beloved no matter how they perform and the 
message they hear in school is perform, perform, perform. 
Join us for a discussion on navigating the school culture and 
helping our children do the same. 

Tuesday Family Dinner Schedule

Once a month we share a larger family meal together so our 
kids can play and we can talk about family issues that help 
make our homes places where we all learn more about loving 
and be loved. 
Dinner from 6:15 to 7pm
Adult Conversation from 7 to 8pm (childcare provided)

June 14th – “Gifts of  Imperfect Parenting”
Laughter, Song & Dance
We complete our series on Brené Brown’s book about 
Wholehearted Parenting with a discussion on the power of  
music and dancing to transform our family time into joyful 
moments. 

June 21st – VBS Prep Dinner

July 5th – “Men, Women & Worthiness”
Introduction 
We begin a new series based on Brené Brown’s shame 
research and how the different cultural expectations for men 
and women created different shame triggers. 

August 23rd – “Men, Women & Worthiness” 
Guilt vs. Shame
We will consider the differences between Humiliation, Guilt, 
Shame and Embarrassment and why we should care. It turns 
out one is a useful force for growth, while the other keeps us 
small.

Thursday, Sept 16th – “Men, Women & Worthiness”
Four Elements of Shame Resilience
No one is immune to shame. And when we are in shame, we 
are never our best selves. This month we begin to explore the 
practices that help us get out of  shame and back to our best 
selves more quickly. Practice 1: Identifying our triggers.
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F a m i l y  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n

Take Flat Jesus on your Summer Travels
Design your own Flat Jesus and send us the pictures!

“Surely,” Jesus says, “I am with you always, to the very end of  the age.” ~Matthew 28:20

It is with these words that Jesus sends his disciples out into 
the world. They disperse and take Jesus with them wherever 

the Spirit leads them.  As we all disperse for the summer, 
Jesus also goes with us wherever we go. Not just spiritually 
or metaphorically, but this year also in paper form! To help 
us hold onto this promise of  Jesus’ presence, we invite you to 
take Flat Jesus with you. Pack Jesus in your suitcase, bring him 
to King’s Island, Mountain T.O.P., to swimming lessons, cook 
outs, visits to grandparents and grandchildren, the beach, the 
Nature Center, camp and Disney World. 

Color your Flat Jesus, and if  you want to bring Him in, we will laminate Him so he does not wear out from your 
many adventures!Most importantly, SEND US PICTURES of  all the places Flat Jesus goes with you! The best 
way to share pictures is to use the St. Thomas Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/stthomasterracepark). We’ll 
share your images with the world so everyone can see where Jesus has gone with you! You can also email the 
pictures to office@stthomasepiscopal.org and we’ll post them for you. Visit www.stthomasepiscopal.org/
flatjesus to download a template!

Come to the Carey Farm 
in Milford for our annual 
“Welcome to Summer” 
picnic. The afternoon offers 
delights for everyone: patio 
conversation and “catch-up” 
for adults, sandbox, swings and 
games for children, good food, 
and an afternoon soaking up 
creation’s goodness.

This year you can stay at the 
farm for our 7pm Eucharist!

Bring a chair or blanket to sit on 
and a side dish to share. 
RSVP to Pastor Mary!

Welcome
to Summer!
Church Picnic

NOW WITH

“Come As You Are” Eucharist

SUNDAY JUNE 19
Picnic: 4pm • Worship: 7pm

4150 Mount Carmel Road
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MY NOSE TURNS RED CIRCUS CAMPS
June 13th to 17th & August 8th to 12th, 2016
Let your Child run away and join the circus at these great camps. Stilt walking, rolling globe, 
manipulation, and more! Register at: www.mynoseturnsred.org For more info: rednose@fuse.net 
or 859-581-7100 - My Nose Turns Red is the area’s only non profit dedicated to youth circus, with 
more than 30 years experience in arts education. 

Circus Camp for 4-7 year olds:
9am to 11 am. Camp performance on Friday at 11:30am. Cost $120, Siblings $95, Class size limit 

is 6. Early bird discount by April 15: $110/$90.
Circus Camp for 7-16 year olds:

9am to 3pm. Camp performance on Friday at 2:30pm. Cost: $205, siblings $180. Early bird 
discount by April 15: $190/$170.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~ Ages 4 to 14
June 27th to June 30th, 2016
St. Thomas Vacation Bible School presents Life of  the Party: The Story of  Mary and Martha. We’ll spend 
the week exploring the Biblical story of  Mary and Martha and other stories, as we learn by doing 
with theater activities, art projects, and music. At the end of  the week, grades 1-8 will perform 
selections from the musical Life of  the Party: The Story of  Mary and Martha. Costs: $45 per child, or $100 
per family of  3 or more.

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION ~ Multiple age group offerings
July 11th to 15th & July 18th to 22nd, 2016
Art as a Spiritual ConnectionTM is a new kind of  art camp experience for youth - check out the 
opposing page! You can also visit www.artspiritualconnection.com for more info.

ST. THOMAS SUMMER JAM AND CHOIR CAMP ~ Ages 6 to 13
July 25th to 29th, 2016
The St. Thomas Summer Jam and Choir Camp is a fun-filled week of  music, games, friends, and 
fun! During the week campers will improve their singing, learn music theory, and experience the 
art of  music in a new way! Professional musicians from around the city will join us each day to 
talk about their lives in music. The Summer Jam and Choir Camp has two sections: Summer Jam 
is for children in grades K-2 (rising) and focuses on music play, improvisation, crafts, early music 
learning. The Choir Camp is for children in grades 3-8 and focuses on vocal technique, choral 
singing, teamwork, and music theory. Cost of  the camp will be $60; $40 for additional children from 
the same family. For more information contact cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

CURTAINS UP THEATRE CAMP ~ Ages 9 to 18
August 1st to 5th, 2016
Join the Friends of  the Groom and experience the fun of  taking a script from page to stage in a week. 
We’ll be casting, rehearsing and staging a one-act play to be performed on the last day of  camp. 
Learn essential acting skills, participate in theater games and exercises, and have hands-on improv 
and ensemble work. Costs is $200 for the week. For info: Call Friends of  the Groom (513) 831.2859

S u m m e r  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Summer Camps
Check out www.stthomasepiscopal.org/summer-camps

S T .  T H O M A S

MUSIC
CAMP!
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A RT  C A M P S  AT  ST.  T H O M AS

JOURNEY INTO ABSTRACTION
July 18th to 22nd • 9am to 3pm

Journey into Abstraction is a creative experience for youth 
entering 4th to 8th grades (ages 9 and up). The camp uses 
the elements of art to explore abstraction as a pathway to 

self-expression. All projects are designed to develop intuition and 
the ability to be creative, and resourceful, in the face of change.

BEING GIRL: IN SEARCH OF WHOLENESS
July 11th to 15th • Noon to 5pm

Being Girl is a week long art camp designed for girls ages 12 to 
15 (beginning at 7th grade). The program is a creative space 
to nurture girls who are transitioning into their new developing 

bodies to claim the totality of their beings: body, mind and soul. 

FABRICIA DUELL, ARTIST & FACILITATOR

Fabricia Duell is a contemplative artist, mystic, mother, certified children’s spiritual 
formation teacher, certified spiritual director by the Haden Institute, SoulCollage® 
facilitator, Veriditas trained Labyrinth Facilitator and founder of Art as a Spiritual 

Connection™. She believes that art as soul expression is for everyone – it is a way in 
which we draw closer to God and promotes self healing. Her preferred art mediums 
are: acrylic paint, colored pencils, polymer clay, watercolor and collage. She also 
offers individual spiritual direction sessions at her studio in Amberley Village.

ART AS A SPIRITUAL CONNECTION
Presenting art camps at St. Thomas this Summer, Art as a Spiritual Connection™ 
is a creative experience that uses the art medium as a pathway to connect 
with the Divine in all of us. With a variety of art programs for all ages, Art as 
a Spiritual Connection™ offers a nurturing environment, and provides tools for 
art exploration, to foster connections to the Sacred, self and others through the 
creative process.

R E G I ST E R  AT  W W W. A R T S P I R I T U A L C O N N E C T I O N . C O M
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H o u s i n g  M i n i s t r i e s

Thomaston Woods Block Party!
Our Block Party was Great Fun! There was so much food! And Fun! Face 
painting! Corn hole! Water balloons! Squirt guns! Sun & Shade! Basketball! 
Sidewalk Chalk! The Sheriff’s office came to allow everyone to take a tour 
of  their vehicles. They brought stickers for the kids and were available to 
answer any questions. It was nice to hear compliments from the Sheriff’s office 
regarding this community! They were interested in knowing why Thomaston 
Woods has less crime than any of  the other rental complexes within the 
Batavia Township district! We are a different kind of  community - shown in so 
many ways! Our other special guest was the Central Joint Fire-EMS District 
(CJFED) who brought a fire truck AND ambulance for everyone to tour and 
ask any questions they might have.

Mountain Top
“I will thank you because I am marvelously made;

your works are wonderful, and I know it well.”

(Psalm 139, verse 13 - BCP p. 795)

The theme for this year’s Mountain T.O.P. ministry program is “MADE” - based 
on Psalm 139, verse 13. We are each made in the image of  God. This summer 
we will explore the different ways that we are made to live as followers of  Christ.

Habitat for Humanity
We are now in the midst of  building two one-story houses this year. The locations are 2029 
and 2032 Emerson Ave. in North College Hill. Our remaining St. Thomas build dates and 
lunch dates are as follows.

June 18 (also providing lunch for the 25-30 workers)
July 30
September 3 (again providing lunch)
October 8 (last for the year unless we are behind schedule)
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H o u s i n g  M i n i s t r i e s

Opportunities for Faith in Action
at Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows

With a great spring behind us, we are excited about what the summer holds for the mission we share with 
our communities of  Thomaston Woods for families and Thomaston Meadows for seniors. A few hours this 

summer can help make a difference as well as bring you closer to the ministry that transforms lives. There are 
opportunities to volunteer in a number of  ways, from hospitality, gardening, transportation and summer program 
help in the mornings to mentoring in the fall. It doesn’t take much, but your help can make a BIG difference. For 
more info, contact Fr. Darren at Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call the church office at (513) 831-2052.

Our next Community Dinners – cookouts for our residents 
are: June 26, July 31 and August 28. These cookouts 
provide not only a family meal to share, but are a great 
way for new neighbors to connect and learn about different 
programs and offerings we have. Community Dinners 
(cookouts in the summer) are generally the last Sunday 
of  the month and just take a couple of  hours; your whole 
family can help be a part of  the event.

Gardening – We have a community garden that we are changing-over for the Early Childhood Program and you 
can be a part of  the fun and literally get your hands dirty for a good cause! For more information, contact Liz 
Frederick at llfrederick55@gmail.com or call her at (513) 289-6777.

Did you know that St. Thomas leads a weekly Bible Study at Thomaston Meadows, as well as a lunch and informal 
Communion Service once a month at Thomaston Meadows? You are welcome and invited – come along, meet 
our seniors and even help. Opportunities to help at Thomaston Meadows can be weekly on Wednesdays or once 
a month with the lunch, or Bingo or one of  our events for the residents. Contact Fr. Darren for more information. 
(We can carpool from church!)

Munich: The writer Benjamin Stern entered his flat to see a man standing there, leafing 
through his research. The man shot him. As Stern lay dying, the gunman murmured a 
few words in Latin, then he gathered the writer’s papers and left.

Venice: The art restorer Gabriel Allon applied a dab of paint carefully to the Bellini, then 
read the message thrust into his hands. Stern was dead; could he leave right away? With 
a sigh, the Mossad agent began to put his brushes away.

The Vatican: The priest paced in the garden, thinking about the things he had discovered, 
the enemies he would make, the journey before him. In the weeks to come, the journeys of 
all three men will come together, following a trail of long-buried secrets and unthinkable 
deeds, leaving each one forever changed. And with them, the lives of millions...

June Book Group: Daniel Silva’s The Confessor
Thursdays, June 9th (intro) and 23rd (book discussion) at 6pm
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M u s i c a l  N e w s

Summer Jam & Choir Camp
July 25th - 29th, 2016

The St. Thomas Summer Jam and Choir Camp is a fun-
filled week of  music, games, friends, and fun! During 

the week campers will improve their singing, learn music 
theory, and experience the art of  music in a new way! 
Professional musicians from around the city will join us each 
day to talk about their lives in music. The Summer Jam and 
Choir Camp has two sections: Summer Jam is for children in 
grades K-2 (rising) and focuses on music play, improvisation, 
crafts, early music learning. The Choir Camp is for children 
in grades 3-8 and focuses on vocal technique, choral singing, 
teamwork, and music theory. Cost of  the camp will be 
$60; $40 for additional children from the same family. For 
more information visit the St. Thomas website or contact 
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Check out our summer programs page in this issue of
Tidings to see what else is going on!

Summer Music Series
June, July & August 2015

Our Sunday mornings this summer will feature special 
musical offerings at the 10:15am service. This roster 

of  musicians is made up of  parish youth, Choral Scholars, 
adult volunteers, and wonderful local professional musicians 
who will enrich our morning Eucharist with their talents. St. 
Thomas is home to a number of  musical ensembles, so we 
can also look forward to the presence of  Family Choir and 
the St. Thomas Brass Ensemble. We hope you enjoy this 
musical extravaganza!

Music Schedule
*Member of  the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra

June 19th
Alexandra Kassouf, soprano 

June 26th
Jason Gunnell, organ

July 3rd
St. Thomas Brass Ensemble

July 10th
St. Thomas Family Choir (see bottom left)

July 17th
Mark Woolsey, baritone

July 24th
Sarah Jackson, mezzo-soprano

July 31st
*Jennifer Monroe, bassoon

August 14th
Spencer Bartley, euphonium

August 21st
Brianna Bragg, mezzo-soprano

August 28th (mass on the grass)
The St. Thomas Brass Ensemble

September 4th
Jonathan Cooper, baritone

Family Choir & Bike Ride
Sunday, July 10th at 10:15 Eucharist (rehearsal at 9:30am)

Have you always wanted to sing in the choir? Well now’s 
your chance! The only catch? You have to bring an extra 
family member with you to sing! The impromptu choir will 
gather at 9:30am for rehearsal - only minimal prior choral 
experience required. After the service, all are invited to 
take part in a bike ride on the Loveland Bike Trail, right 
next to our church! We’ll be stopping at The Schoolhouse 
Restaurant for lunch (Dutch Treat); you can bike with us there, 
or just meet us for a bite to eat after church. Contact Carlton 
Monroe with any questions (cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.
org) and to sign up - you can sign up for any combination of  
singing, biking or eating!

Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas will once again be 
offering a season of  Vespers, concerts and other events at 
St. Thomas. The season begins with a special Bach Vespers 
service, commemorating the 15th anniversary of  9/11. Visit 
the Bach Ensemble website for a full list (bachensemble.org).
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M u s i c a l  N e w s

A Year in the Life of a Chorister!
On top of  singing with the adults in the Parish Choir on a Sunday morning, our Choristers have weekly rehearsals 
and formation classes. Here’s what they have to say about their experiences! 

Ava Limke
My favorite piece of  music was Hark I Hear the Harps Eternal 
because it is such a joyful song. My favorite service was when 
we sang this song. I really enjoyed spending time with my 
friends, we are like a big, happy family. I have enjoyed this year 
with you and definitely plan to next year. Everyone is so kind 
and so many people shared their talents and encouragement 
with me. I have liked you as my Chorister teacher!

Rachel Dronsfield
I loved choristers this year. Being head chorister was quite fun. 
I Loved seeing the junior choristers get their surpluses. My 
favorite service is the Lessons and Carols during the Christmas 
season. I loved singing the opening verse in Once in Royal David’s 
City. I was happy to be singing, Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal, 
because it is absolutely my favorite piece we sing. I liked seeing 
Miss Connie or Mr. Kyle after rehearsal to learn more about 
what we sang. Getting to go to fun places like Scene 75 was 
awesome and we all had a blast singing together every other 
Sunday. It was amazing to have all the other choristers treat me 
like family and it’s fun to have a lot of  church “siblings.” This 
was one of  the best years of  choristers and I am so excited to see 
all my friends after summer break.

Catherine Monroe
The best thing that I experienced was Lessons and Carols. 
I liked how it brought everyone together. Even two of  my 
friends came! I loved all the chorister practices because we 
got to learn different beautiful songs, and afterward we would 
go to formation with Ms. Connie. But, if  Ms. Connie wasn’t 
there, or there wasn’t any formation today, we would either sit 
around and wait for our parents or go and practice (for just 10 
minutes or so) with the parish choir. That was pretty exciting! 

Jack Monroe
Introduction: Choristers has been an awesome experience 
and will still be for years to come for both my generation and 
others. What makes up Choristers? Choristers is made up of  
children, devoted and wanting to sing. What holds us together? 
My dad and teacher as Dr. Carlton Monroe. Being able to hear 
different things sung in different ways I think helps us correct 
our answers. My Favorite’s: My favorite song in choristers (or 
rather, set of  songs) were the songs we sang at the almighty 
Lessons and Carols. My favorite parts of  being in choristers 
were having formation with Ms. Connie and getting to say the 
first lesson in Lessons and Carols. This has been my report of  
choristers.

Soren Ulrich
I’m glad I got to be in Choristers this year. I liked singing with 
everyone at practice and having lessons with Ms. Connie. 
I liked how we got to be with the grown-ups in the choir 
instead of  sitting with our parents at church. My favorite song 
was ‘Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal.’ Thank you so much 
for everything, Dr. Monroe and Ms. Connie. I am looking 
forward to next year.
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S t .  T h o m a s  N u r s e r y  S c h o o l

Looking back on a wonderful year!

Once again, the STNS staff is asking where in the world this school year 
went… the time passed so quickly. It is always hard for us to say good-bye 

to our four-year-olds who leave us for the big world of  kindergarten. While we 
are so proud of  their accomplishments and know they are more than ready for 
their next adventure in learning, we will miss their smiling faces that we have 
come to know and love so well. Quite a few graduates participate in our Alumni 
Guest Reader program (previous students come back for a visit and read to a 
Nursery School class) so hopefully we will have a chance to see many of  them 
again. The last day of  school is definitely a bittersweet one for many of  us 
(parents and teachers alike!).

This year is seemed especially difficult for the STNS staff to select their favorite 
things that we did throughout the year; we liked them all! We enjoyed our special 
theme days (Pirate Day, Wacky Wednesday, STNS Olympics, Pajama Day) and 
special visitors (the Cincinnati Zoo, Sunrock Farm, Terrace Park firemen and 
the Terrace Park policemen). The four-year-olds learned a lot about how life 

was before I phones and computers when they went on a field trip to Valley View and their restored farmhouse. 
We loved being able to celebrate the holidays together, and really enjoyed 
our own Palm Sunday parade this year (the children, however, might select 
the Halloween play the STNS Players perform each year as their favorite 
holiday memory). Thanksgiving Day Feasts, Ornament Workshops and 
Mother’s Day Teas allowed us to show the special adults in our lives how 
important they are to us, and fellowship events like Pumpkin Carving Night, 
Cookies with Santa and the Ice Cream Social were a great chance to meet 
other members of  STNS families and get to know them a little better. We 
learned new songs with Dr. Monroe during Music class and had the chance 
to sing them all together during our monthly Family Chapels. Each month, 
the staff and children alike learned something new from Pastor Mary as she 
shared stories with us… very few of  us knew the actual story of  Valentine! 
Everyone agreed that the parents outdid themselves this year with amazing 
teacher treats, and delicious staff luncheons. We have the BEST families!

Our favorite thing of  all, however, is observing the change in the children from the beginning of  the school 
year to the end. Self-confidence and self-help skills have been acquired, knowledge in literacy, math, science 
and social studies have been gained, the interest in learning has been ignited, and friendships have blossomed. 
Thank you for allowing us to participate in this special time in your child’s life; they truly bring us joy, wonder 
and laughter every day. We all wish you a safe, happy and relaxing summer!

Blessings,

Emily Keiser
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Third Thursdays at six o’clock (June 16, July 21, August 18)

The St. Thomas Dinner Club meets the third Thursday of  
every month. We enjoy a lovely dinner and companionable 
conversation in the quiet atmosphere of  the Terrace Park 
Country Club. A choice from two entrees is offered (watch 
Sunday Bulletin for these) each month. Social time begins 
at 6:00 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Cost $23.50. 
Please make reservations by forwarding check (made out 
to St. Thomas Church) to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills 
Dr., Milford 45150.We invite you to join us!
~Submitted by Lou Scott

Men’s Fellowship
Tuesdays monthly at 8:30pm

Share the company of  a few good men this summer.  The 
Men of  St. Thomas gather one Tuesday night a month 
for fellowship and a way to relax and connect that the 
rest of  our busy week does not allow. We gather from 
8:30pm to 10pm in the Hearth Room and Terrace for a 
good relaxing evening of  conversation, refreshments, and 
even some “holy smoke!”  No committee, no tasks, just a 
chance to relax!  Men’s Fellowship Nights this summer will 
be June 14, July 5 (extend your own ‘holiday’ by meeting 
a week ahead), and August 9. Welcome to Sarah Folsom!

We welcome Sarah Folsom as our new singer at the 7pm 
“Come as you are” service. Sarah, a graduate of  CCM 
and a classically trained vocalist & music teacher, will 
be helping lead worship and song at the 7pm service. 
Accompanied by an acoustic trio of  instrumentalists, the 
music at “Come as you are” is rooted in the incredible 
legacy of  sacred music found throughout North America.

St. Thomas Monday Men’s Group
St. Thomas Men’s Breakfast Group met for the last time for 
this program year on Monday May 23rd. Our gatherings 
will restart on the second Monday in September.
~Submitted by Bob Henry

Library Update!
New library books have arrived, many with a focus on 
religions of  the world, including the following: The History 
of  God: The 4,000-Year Quest of  Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, by Karen Armstrong; Open Heart, Clear Mind: An 
Introduction to the Buddha’s Teachings, by Thubten Chodron; 
The Path: What Chinese Philosophers Can Teach Us about the 
Good Life, by Michael Puett and Christine Gross-Loh; The 
Art of  Happiness in a Troubled World, by The Dalai Lama; 
Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time, by Karen Armstrong; 
and The Gospel of  the Redman, compiled by Ernest 
Thompson Seton. This is a favorite of  mine. Seton was a 
renowned naturalist, artist, and founder of  the Boy Scouts 
of  America. He dedicated much of  his life to helping the 
Native American and teaching us about their spiritual 
traditions which can provide us with insights into man’s 
role in the universe. Other books include Grounded: Finding 
God in the World, Diana Butler Bass; The Long Loneliness: The 
Autobiography of  the Legendary Catholic Social Activist, Dorothy 
Day; Clarence Jordan’s Cotton Patch Gospel (his version of  
the New Testament) and Jordan’s Essential Writings; The 
House That Love Built: The Story of  Millard & Linda Fuller, 
Founders of  Habitat for Humanity. Several new children’s 
colorful Bible storybooks are on the shelves. Love and 
Awakening: Discovering the Sacred Path of  Intimate Relationship, 
by John Welwood, is new to the Health, Work and Family 
shelf.
~Submitted by Helen Hurley

Summer Giving
Even if  the summer finds you away, you can help make 
sure St. Thomas continues to care for all people!  Our 
parish continues to serve in so many ways and two ways 
you can really help, especially in summer is remember 
your offering of  time, talent and treasure.  Our people 
make the difference – especially in summer when we have 
guests visiting families from all over, we can use additional 
volunteers to help greet, share hospitality at Coffee Hour, 
special projects, and of  course our special outreach 
opportunities.  At the very least, remember that your 
contributions matter – we all make a difference!  Even with 
vacations, our church budget and the ministry we offer 
keeps going.  A simple way you can help make a difference 
is to keep St. Thomas on your summer list of  things to be 
remembered!  As you head for the lake, the beach, the 
mountains, or just down the street, bring St. Thomas – 
literally with Flat Jesus (help him visit more places and 
post your pictures on Facebook), and remember your 
contribution.  A simple way to remember your financial 
contribution is to either pre-pay your pledge or sign-up for 
online giving.  Midi Drew in our church finance office will 
be happy to guide you through the process or you can visit 
our website.  Remember the Church needs you all year.  
Help us continue to make a difference!
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IPM: Back to school!

For ten plus years, Inter Parish Ministry’s supporting churches, individuals and businesses have generously 
contributed backpacks and school supplies to our Back to School Program. In 2015, IPM helped 107 low-

income families from Clermont and Eastern Hamilton counties. More than 260 children from over 10 different 
school districts received backpacks filled with supplies necessary to start the school year off right. This year we 
expect 280 children, so your help is needed now more than ever.
According to the National Retail Federation, the average family 
with school-age children will spend close to $100 on school supplies 
this year! With the rising prices of  food, gasoline and other basic 
necessities, many low-income families are not able to come up with the 
extra money for school supplies and that is why IPM’s Back to School 
Program is so important to the families we serve. So, when you’re out 
buying supplies for your own children/grandchildren, please include a 
few extra items for the children of  our low-income, working families.
Here is what to collect:
Scissors (large and small)
Loose-leaf  Notebook Paper (wide and college)
3 Ring Binders/Dividers
Washable Markers
USB Flash Drives 2-8GB
And of  course BACKPACKS! Especially for children in grades 7th -12th! Our Back To School distribution is 
Saturday, August 6th, 2016, so all donated school supplies and backpacks are needed by August 1st. Please help us 
to continue this important program. For more information, please contact Sarah Cadle at 561-3932 or via email 
at sarah@interparish.org. Thank you in advance for your support!

I n t e r  P a r i s h  M i n i s t r y

Summer: The Hungry Time

Summer is here and gardens are beginning to grow: lettuce is up, peas will be along 
soon, and we see signs for sweet corn at the farm market. For most of  us, summer is 

a time of  plenty. Fresh, local vegetables and fruits, lots of  exercise, and sunshine make 
us feel energetic and healthy. Summer is good. But not for everyone. For hundreds of  
children in our area, summer is a time with no school breakfasts and lunches - a time 
of  hunger.
For many, many children, the meals they have through the school-lunch programs at 
their schools are the most nutritious and filling of  their day. In the summer, these go 
away. Providing three meals a day for young, growing bodies puts a huge strain on 
family budgets already stretched to the breaking point.
These are the families served by Inter Parish Ministry. But ironically, when the need 
is greatest, food donations to IPM fall off. In the summer, people are on vacation and 
organizations that collect food cut back or suspend food drives.

But we at St. Thomas can help. We are asking you all to bring weekly donations of  foods for breakfast during 
the month of  June (cereal, bagels, muffin or pancake mix, cans of  hash), for lunch (peanut butter & jelly, cans of  
soup, tuna fish) during July, and for dinner (canned meats, spaghetti dinners, more hearty soups) in August. Please 
fill a yellow bag for the food wagon. The volunteers at IPM and especially the school children of  our area will 
thank you.
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Stomp Out Hunger 5K
Saturday, July 30th from 7:30am to 10am

Plans are underway to help stop summer hunger 
with the Seventh Annual Stomp Out Hunger 
5K race for Saturday, July 30th at Armstrong 
Chapel in Indian Hill. Runners and walkers of  
all ages are welcome to attend the race which 
is being held to raise funds to fill the shelves 
at Inter Parish Ministry’s Food Pantries. It is a 
family friendly race that even welcomes dogs.
The Vertical Impact Student Ministries are once 
again leading the way in prepping and planning 
the race. Michelle Heatherton is the presenting 
sponsor for the event. Other lead sponsors 
include Dawn Management Company, Park 
National Bank and the Dan Varner Band are 
Presenting Sponsors of  the event.
Awards for the event will be presented in 
categories such as overall male and female 
runner and walker. Specific age groups and the 
top dog will also receive awards.
Registration will open at 7:30 a.m. with the 
run/walk starting promptly at 8:30 a.m. The 
cost to pre-register is $30 with athletic t-shirt 
and $15 for race only. Day of  race cost is $35 
with athletic t-shirt and $20 for race only. 
Pre-registration can be made online at www. 
registrationspot.com.

SoulCollage® Workshop
Sundays from 12:30 to 3:30pm (monthly)

Sometimes we don’t know what we know. Stories, fears, dreams and longings 
swim around in our unconscious, often shaping our conscious choices, 

but in ways we are not aware of. God knows these things we don’t know we 
know. Jesus’ invitation to discipleship carried with it an invitation to “see” what 
God sees, and to see “how” God sees: with love, gentleness, compassion and 
kindness. This begins with how we see ourselves, and then shapes how we see 
our neighbors and loved ones. 

Soul Collage is a prayerful process that helps us “see” as we give our unconscious permission to speak to us using 
images and collage. Each month during open studio time Pastor Mary will teach about a different element of  soul 
collage and set aside time to pray with our cards. You are also welcome to just come to a sacred space and make 
cards to add to your prayer deck. 

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

July 3rd – Freedom 
The first thing most of  us think when we hear “freedom” 
is the kind of  freedom we celebrate on the 4th of  July. 
Freedom from an oppressing power, from captivity, from 
slavery; freedom from external forces. But we often struggle 
more with internal forces. Some of  us need to be freed from 
a critical spirit, from anxiety, fear that we aren’t enough, 
shame, an childhood secret, insecurity, even perfectionism. 
Some of  Jesus’ most powerful teaching to a people living 
under Roman occupation explained how to be free despite 
Rome’s terror and control. What kind of  freedom do you 
need? Join us for a time of  reflection and prayer about the 
things that hold us back.

July 31st – The places that heal us
Geography is powerful. Most of  us can name a place in the 
world that feels special to us, where we felt safe, free, relaxed 
and at peace. Maybe it’s a grandparent’s home, a vacation 
cottage, an ocean or mountain retreat. Scripture is full of  
sacred spaces where meaningful experiences happened: 
wilderness, mountaintops, rivers, seas. What is your sacred 
space? How has this space shaped your soul? Join us this 
month as we explore the wisdom in our spiritual places. 

September 11th – Labors of Love
Meaningful work is an essential component of  a holy life. 
We are called to join with God in the ongoing creation and 
repairing of  the world. How we offer our gifts will vary, 
but we all have something to offer. Where is your labor a 
love offering? Parenting? Painting? Accounting? Leading? 
Building? Mentoring? Partnering? Join us as we listen to 
our soul remind us of  the work that blesses us, and blesses 
the world when we do it.
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10th Anniversary and a New Record!
Thank You! What an incredible day and fun event! With over 92 golfers registered to play, 23 volunteers, 7 major 
sponsors and over 30 hole sponsors, and wonderful dinner guests, this year’s Thomaston Golf  Classic was a great 
success – in fact a new record! What a great way to celebrate 10 years of  making a difference! The Mulligan Fairy 
even put in a good word on our behalf  and we were blessed with a spectacular day for golf ! With proceeds from 
a few donors finishing-up, we don’t have our exact facts and figures, but already we know we have exceeded our 
record – more than double! A lot of  fun for a truly great mission!

A special thanks to our Major Sponsors:
Episcopal Retirement Services  Beechmont Toyota  Foggy Creek Farm
Model Group     Messer Construction  Finney Law Firm
Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing 

Our incredible Hole Sponsors:
AR Designs    Bacher Window Cleaning Service  Beechmont Toyota
Bob & Sandy Lowery   Bryant Equipment    In Memory of  Doug Cherry
Cors & Bassett    Drackett Construction   Peggy and Pierson Davis
Jan & Michael Duckwall  Montessori Program at Thom. Woods Eliassen Group
Episcopal Retirement Services Finney Law Firm    Foggy Creek Farm 
Froggy’s Car Wash   Graeter’s     Helen & Tom Hurley 
Mission Partner: Inter Parish Ministry Kevin Shell & Sandy Wittman-Shell  Marty & Don Mileham 
Richard C. Mileham & Associates  Messer Construction    Model Group
Nationwide – Vivian Krueger Agency Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing Park National Bank
Penn Station    Proctor Insurance    Marvin & Terry Quin
ReMax Preferred Group  In memory of  Nick Shundich   Sporty’s 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church  St. Thomas Nursery School   Stephen Ministry of  St. Thomas
Tencon    Terrace Park Auto Service   TGI Fridays
Ace and Helen Tollefsen  Dave & Maggie Tobergte   UC Clermont College

And our Awesome Volunteers:
Beth Bronsil  Ken Bronsil  Barbara Buchholz  Jack Buchholz  
Trevor Cobain  Jonathan Cooper Midi Drew   Saralou Durham
Amy Elberfeld  Kristine Flerlage  Lee Frederick   Liz Frederick
Zoe Gizara  Maureen Gregory Susan Klonne   Rhonda Nordstrom 
Lynne Mileham Chris Pauls  Anne Poleon   Kay Pope 
Lou Scott  Vivian Krueger Mary Laymon

You rock! Net proceeds from the Thomaston Golf  Classic benefit The 
Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fund, which was established over ten 
years ago to help support adult residents of  the Thomaston Woods 
community begin and/or complete their educational goals and create 
lasting change for their lives. To date, the fund has awarded over 34 
scholarships and raised over $75,000. Thank you for all you do to help 
make a difference for our community!

T h o m a s t o n  G o l f  C l a s s i c
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11, c: (513) 448.7999
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, c: (215) 630.1091
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jasongunnell@gmail.com

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Director of Communications, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: 5 pm - Taizé Prayer (June 5th, July 3rd, August 7th)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm

Special Events
Senior Recognition

Sunday, June 12th
Stephen Minister Commissioning (see page 5)

Sunday, June 19th at 10:15am service
Church Picnic & 7pm Eucharist (see page 11)

Sunday, June 19th at 4pm
Meaningful Moments Dinners

Tuesdays, June 14th, July 5th, August 23rd at 6pm
VBS Prep Dinner

Tuesday, June 21st
Church Chats (see page 4 for times)

June 26th, July 3rd, 5th, 14th, 17th & 21st
Vacation Bible School (see page 12)

June 27th to 30th
Soul Collage (see page 21)

July 3rd & 31st, September 11th
Family Choir & Bike Ride (see page 16)

Sunday, July 10th at and after the 10:15 service
St. Thomas Music Camp

July 25th to 29th
Stomp out Hunger 5k (see page 21)

July 30th at 7:30am
Parish Breakfast

August 7th at 9:15am
Mass on the Grass & Pool Party

August 28th at 10:15am

Weekly Activities
Sundays
6:00 pm: Thomaston Woods Dinners (4th Sundays)
Mondays
7:00 pm: Sacred Stitchers (bi-weekly)
7:30 pm: Al Anon
Tuesdays
8:30 pm: Men’s Fellowship (monthly)
Wednesdays
10:00 am: Meaningful Moments (see page 10)
Thursdays
6:00pm: St. Thomas Dinner Club (3rd Thursdays - see page 19)
6:00 pm: Book Group (see page 15)
Fridays
10:30am: Super Singers (bi-weekly)
8:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous
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