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invites you to please join us

SEPTEMBER 23RD 
from 

6 - 10 p.m. 
at the

COOPER CREEK 
EVENT CENTER

4040 Cooper Rd, Blue Ash, OH 45241

HIGHLIGHTS
Cocktails*, hors d’oeuvres & dinner 

Co-Chairs: Margaret Swallow & Chet Cavaliere 

TICKETS
$100 / resident • $150 / person$1,250 / table of 10

RSVP
Visit www.episcopalretirement.com/gala by Sept. 7

or contact Diane Decker at 513.979.2306

Cocktail attire suggested
*2 drink tickets provided followed by a cash bar.

JOIN US
Together on one night we can make a di� erence.

All proceeds bene� t the Good Samaritan Mission, which delivers 
life changing services to over 14,000 older adults.

Since 1951, with the support of the Diocese of Southern Ohio 
and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, Episcopal Retirement Services 
has ful� lled its mission of enriching the lives of older adults in a 

person-centered, innovative and spiritually based way.
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Faith Matters: One hundred & forty years and still growing!

O
ver three years ago we realized we were approaching a wonderful 
milestone. 2016 now marks over 140 years of  ministry as St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church. Over the years, a lot has changed but our commitment 

to the mission that founded St. Thomas has remained. Since 1876, at least five 
generations have heeded the call make God’s love known by who we are, what 
we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name in Terrace Park and 
beyond. This, our vision for our common ministry as a parish, continues to 
direct us for the generations to come. This was the impetus for the conversation 
in 2013 to begin thinking and praying about what God might have us engage 

next. That year we also engaged in a series of  “Church Chats.” We quickly found that the insight gained in 
these conversations is so valuable that we have repeated them each year. From these conversations and the 
subsequent work of  the Vestry, five objectives emerged to help us realize our vision:

• Support all “ministers of  the church” with more effective communication, funding, and building usage. 
• Enhance Pastoral Care, especially long-term care needs of  our elders.
• Build upon the opportunities to care for and serve others beyond our parish.
• Continue strengthening our music program by furthering our musical heritage with a quality organ that 

will serve for generations to come.
• Build on the great gift and legacy of  the buildings & grounds entrusted to us by making necessary 

improvements for the future.

Pursuing these Five Objectives and adhering to our Core Values help ensure that St. Thomas is known for 
its caring community, inspiring worship and compelling music programs. As we continue to live into our 
objectives, the Vestry in 2014 conceived a special project: the Faith, Family Future Initiative. This initiative or 
“push” included a funding component that targets the specific areas of:

• Ministry to Youth and Families
• Music, building a new organ for our nave and sanctuary
• Buildings & Grounds, making Capital Repairs & Refurbishments in critical areas

With this initial fund drive now resulting in pledges of  over $1.5M, work has prayerfully begun. This summer’s 
Church Chats allowed us to share, in a more intimate gathering, some of  the great progress that has been 
made, as well as to explain in further detail how some of  the larger aspects of  renovation and the new organ 
will come together. We shared the series of  drawings created by our liturgical consultant, Terry Byrd Eason, 
(which were initially shared with the parish in the second of  two special Sunday Forums) and the further work 
of  the Renovation Committee - the structural and electrical engineering analysis. In this next month we are 
scheduled to have a Project Time Line and Planning Report that will list details such as cost of  materials and 
how each aspect of  the plan will stay on time and within budget. This is an inspiring way to celebrate our 
milestone: preparing for the work of  tomorrow! If  anything, we may appear extra cautious - maintaining an 
atmosphere of  transparency is critical for all involved. As we shared before, we have the benefit of  time as 
the new organ is not expected until 2019 - this means we can plan the installation period very carefully to be 
as concise as possible. Although we cannot duplicate the presentation here, I wanted to share with you some 
highlights of  our main working diagram, as follows:

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  R e c t o r
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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  R e c t o r

The main goal of  the design is to preserve the beauty and historical aspects of  the chancel and sanctuary by 
adapting and reusing what we already have. Through simplifying the space and opening up the chancel area, 
we will also improve accessibility. This is achieved by removing the existing choir stalls and added partitions 
that were required for the old organ, as well as adjusting the flooring of  the chancel and altar area to negate 
the need for multiple steps. Here are a few key adjustments:

1. Altar & Cross – The fundamental symbols that are front and center are the Altar and Cross which will 
now move forward to be closer to the people, similar to how we have the Gallagher Altar for the 7pm 
service; the Cross would be suspended and highlighted with more focused lighting as well.

2. Communion Rails – Again “adaptive reuse” is essential. The plan calls for us to keep our current 
Communion Rails and kneeler cushions. These too would come all the way forward to the floor, which 
would have a new platform in-line with the first step of  the chancel. This allows for the Communion Rail 
to actually be wider, and to have an intentional area for people to stand to receive Communion alongside 
those who choose to kneel.

3. Baptismal Font – While the Baptismal Font has probably moved the most through the years, its central 
location in this decade continues to be a priority for many people. This too comes forward and will be in 
front of  the Communion Rail.

4. Pulpit & Eagle Lectern – Widening (or rather opening) the front of  the chancel means that not only do 
both the eagle lectern and pulpit remain in their current positions, they will be seen in a more prominent 
way. The lectern will no longer be obscured and the pulpit will be at a better angle for greater visibility.

5. Reredos – This words refers to the wood screen that is now behind the Altar. The plan calls for the reredos 
to be reused, on the north side of  the chancel. There it can be used for midweek and smaller service 
arrangements, as well as to house the Aumbry or tabernacle where the reserved sacrament is stored.

1
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6. Organ – Unlike our current organ (electro-pneumatic), the new Fritts Organ (a "tracker") will actually be one 
single unit. In a tracker, the keys connect to the pipes directly through a physical mechanism rather than 
through electronics which deteriorate over time (as has been happening to our current instrument). The 
weight and height of  a single unit instrument dictate a space that is found at only one place in our church 
– at the center-line on our current Altar platform. This is also the best place acoustically. The organ 
visually will be, like our current organ, a combination of  wood and pipes. It will have a screen made in the 
fashion of  our reredos, and will function similarly to keep the focus on the altar and cross.

7. Flexible Seating – All of  the chancel and sanctuary areas call for flexible “choir style” seating that can be 
easily rearranged depending on the type of  worship we need. Even prayer desks will be movable.

8. Wider Front Area – The area from the steps, communion rail and font to the first pew will be wider. This 
will allow easier access for weddings and funerals, but still allow for flexible seating for and wheelchair use. 
With the modification to the choir loft and organ partitions removed, we can also widen the front, adding 
an additional set of  steps from the side.

9. Prayer Oratory for Healing Prayer – What was originally the entrance to the church nave and then the 
Baptistery, the area in the back (below the bell tower) has often been the preferred area to offer healing 
prayers. The new design calls for flexible seating in that space, along with a screen so people can easily 
pray during worship. At other times the space will be another prayer chapel.

10. Doors & Lighting – Not depicted on the diagram here but essential to note, door assists to ramped 
entrances will be added and a new lighting plan will be utilized for the renovation (it only took 60 years).

Beyond the planning & preparation for the major renovation and installation in 2019, there are other aspects 
of  the Faith, Family, Future Initiative that are already well underway or even completed – some of  which 
we will enjoy this fall – renovated Formation Classrooms and studios among them. Door assists are next and 
then we move onto what is needed for the Parish Hall. Even more than bricks and mortar, people make the 
difference! Our Facilities Team has done an incredible job this summer with so many projects, as has Fab 
Duell who is helping coordinate Family Formation (you can read more in this Tidings, but come and explore 
first-hand on September 11). This summer’s Church Chats also did a “deep-dive” survey with our families as 
to what makes our Family Ministry great and how we can still improve. The conversation continues to provide 
ideas that we can look into this year and beyond, so thank you for your participation and commitment – it 
really makes a difference! As you have probably seen for yourself, St. Thomas is an active parish, even behind 
the scenes and in summer. It’s incredible the amount that we each have shared. All this as we prepare for a 
bright new program year.

Thank you for all that you do and offer in the name of  our mission here at St. Thomas and beyond. Faith, 
tradition, community and service to others continue to join in exciting ways as we realize our Vision into 
Mission together.

We need volunteers
to usher and help with hospitality!

Email office@stthomasepiscopal.org if you are willing to help.
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S u n d a y  A d u l t  Fo r m a t i o n

Sunday 9:15 Formation Series: The Challenge of Jesus
Submitted by Jamie Flerlage

Series for adults kicks-off this Fall with The Challenge of Jesus
With great joy, Patti Normile and I are pleased to facilitate this year’s Sunday 
Morning Series for Adults. For the first-half of this program year, St. Thomas will 
offer a learning experience that will include multimedia, discussions and prayer. 
Please journey with us as we explore a 16-week program featuring John Dominic 
Crossan’s critically acclaimed series, The Challenge of Jesus.

A Depiction of Jesus We’ve Not Seen Before
“In The Challenge of Jesus, renowned historical Jesus scholar John Dominic 
Crossan, presents his life’s work exploring the matrix of Jesus’ unique time and 
place. Drawing on scholarly text, excavation and history, Dr. Crossan introduces 
us to the flesh and blood people who shaped the world into which Jesus was born. 
Dr. Crossan pinpoints the history and circumstances that helped Jesus’ message of 
nonviolent resistance to evil have such a powerful impact against Imperial Rome. 
Moving beyond Jesus as an abstract figure of scripture, Dr. Crossan paints us a 
vivid portrait of Jesus the man.” – Faith & Reason

Sessions begin with prayer, followed by a 15-minute video, discussion starters, and reflective in-depth questions to 
broaden our thinking, deepen our spiritual introspection, and strengthen our relationships with one another and our 
community. “Dr. Crossan’s presentations are produced in a revolutionary new multimedia format that helps viewers 
comprehend the dynamic, multifaceted interactions between the Roman Imperial program of conquest and the 
struggles of occupied Israel in the century in which Jesus acted and taught.” – Faith & Reason

Meaningful, Accessible, and Convenient
In addition to providing meaningful, thought-provoking material, the format 
of this program allows for more interaction and discussion. The multimedia 
quality is exceptional and the material is broken up into easy-to-digest pieces, 
making the program accessible to both teens and adults. The sessions stand 
alone, making it convenient for those who aren’t able to attend adult formation 
regularly.

Patti and I look forward to walking with you as we journey through The 
Challenge of Jesus. The series premieres with the start of Christian Formation 
classes, beginning on Sunday, September 18, at 9:15am.  You can find The 
Challenge of Jesus meeting in the Hearth Room each Sunday at 9:15am.  For 
more information about this series, please contact me at jflerlage@gmail.com. 

“If an audience kept complete silence during a challenge parable from Jesus
and if an audience filed past him afterward saying, ‘Lovely parable, this

morning, Rabbi,’ Jesus would have failed utterly.” 
- John Dominic Crossan, The Power of Parable: How Fiction by Jesus Became Fiction about Jesus
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Faith & Literature Book Group: Now on Wednesdays!
Begins Wednesday, September 14th at 6pm

Back and better than ever thanks to your input!  In 
speaking with people about what they enjoyed the 
most of  our Book Discussion Group, we have planned 
a terrific program year ahead.  As you will read, Pastor 
Mary is kicking-off a new “Wisdom” Series on Tuesday 
nights centered around the works of  Cynthia Bourgeault.  
The Faith & Literature Group will continue to explore a 
number of  books throughout the year.  We’ll gather on the 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7pm each month to discuss what 
we are discovering with each book along the way.  This year’s 
books will include: Grounded by Diana Butler Bass, Where God 
Happens by Rowan Williams, Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright, Living 
a Life that Matters by Harold Kushner and Disarming Scripture by 
Derek Flood.  Join us in the Parlor for wonderful discussion of  
our growing faith through these great books together!

Session 1: 9/14, 9/28, 10/12, 10/26
Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass

Session 2: 11/9, 11/30*, 12/14
Where God Happens: Discovering Christ in One Another by Rowan Williams (former Archbishop of  Canterbury)

Session 3: 1/11, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 3/8, 3/22, 3/29
Simply Jesus: A New Vision of  Who He Was, What He Did and Why He Matters by N.T. Wright

Session 4: 5/10, 5/24, 5/31*, 6/14
Living a Life That Matters by Rabbi Harold Kushner

Session 5: 8/9, 8/23, 8/30*
Disarming Scripture: Why We All Need to Learn to Read the Bible Like Jesus Did by Derek Flood

*Fifth Wednesday of  the Month

F a i t h  &  L i t e r a t u r e  B o o k  G r o u p

Save the date for photographs!
Thursday, October 6th

through
Sunday, October 9th
More information to follow.

NEW CHURCH PICTURE DIRECTORY!
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A  R e f l e c t i o n  b y  F r .  B o b  R e y n o l d s

He Was Sometimes Called Isaiah: A Reflection
Submitted by The Reverend Robert E. Reynolds D.D.

For many years, as I recall, Reader’s Digest had a regular article entitled, “The Most 
Unforgettable Character I’ve known.” I think meeting “unforgettable characters” 
is probably a common experience for most of  us. I have been very privileged to 

know several unforgettable characters, and I wish to share a little about one them.

When I was ordained, it was my great privilege to join a rather exceptional parish staff 
of  four laity and four clergy. St. Paul’s, Salem, Oregon, was a congregation of  several 
thousand members that continually challenged each of  us to be on our toes physically, 
intellectually and spiritually. The parish numbered among its active members Gov. Tom 
McCall, Secretary of  State Clay Myers, Attorney General Bob Thornton and Chief  
Justice Arno Denecke. The Chief  Justice, the Parish Junior Warden and I team-taught the senior high church school 
class. It was a truly remarkable congregation for any newly ordained deacon to begin his ministry, and I was greatly 
blessed that the rector invited me to serve at St. Paul’s.

One of  the clergy was a rather special man I shall never forget. He was tall man with a well built frame crowned with 
a head of  snow white hair. He had a gentle demeanor and was always exceedingly kind and patient towards colleagues 
and parishioners. Not long after arriving at St. Paul’s, I was in a conference with the rector, Fr. Daniel Ferry. He gave 
me a biographical sketch of  each of  the staff, and when he came to the subject of  this writing, Father Dan said: “we 
also quietly refer to Cecil Dickin as ‘Isaiah.’” 

From that moment on I also couldn’t help but think Fr. Cecil Dickin, who 
had the study next to mine, as “Isaiah.” I don’t know whether he was aware 
of  his biblical nickname or not, but every time I’ve thought of  Cecil over the 
years, I have also remembered him as “our Isaiah.” Fr. Dickin is remembered 
by me in many ways, but especially as the priest who introduced me to the 
ministry of  Christian healing.

Over the years, Cecil had several vocations, including playing professional 
hockey, and then God called him to ministry in the Anglican Church of  
Canada. He served several years in the Northwest Territories where his 
“parish” covered 10,000 square miles. He was the vicar of  four congregations, 
one of  which he ministered to on horseback. I failed to ask him how he 
traveled there when the snows came, but I’m confident snow did not detour 
our Isaiah from his ministry. 

From the Northwest Territories, Cecil and his wife Norma accepted a 
call to serve in Jackson, Wyoming, and then on to Salem when the 6,000 
foot altitude of  Jackson began to be too much of  a stress for his heart. In 
the spring of  1967, Cecil and I were officiating at the Sunday 11 o’clock 
Morning Prayer service when he collapsed in the chancel and went to God 

within a few seconds after I reached him. This was so long ago, that very few people knew how to administer CPR. So, 
as we waited for the EMT to arrive, I invited the congregation to join me in reading prayers from the Burial Office as 
we commended our Isaiah, this truly “Unforgettable Man,” on his journey to a place of  everlasting blessedness and to 
be with the saints in light.

Icon of  the Prophet Isaiah, 18th century
(Kizhi monastery, Karelia, Russia).
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As always, I am very excited to begin another preschool 
year! We have many engaging, educational and fun activities 
and events planned for this school year. This fall, in addition to 
getting to know and become comfortable with our new 
teachers, classmates and classroom routines, we will also 
enjoy a visit from the local firemen, Pet Blessing Day, and 
Halloween fun. Our special enrichment programs (Lunch 
Bunch, Learning through Art, Pizza and Picasso, Music and 
Inner Peace for kids!) will begin in October… more 
information about this will be passed out during orientation.) 

Please know that we are here to help in any way we can to 
ensure that you and your child have a positive and enriching 
school experience. You are always welcome to stop in the 
office, call or e-mail us. I am looking forward to getting to 
know our new families and catching up with our returning 
families. It will be wonderful to have the school filled with the 
happy sounds of children once again!  

Blessings, 
Emily Keiser 
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School 

A Note from EmilY...

STNS TIMES
ISSUE NO. 1

St. Thomas Nursery School Newsletter / AUGUST-SEPT. 2016 

 

Find STNS on 
Facebook 
Keep up-to-date on STNS events, 
fundraisers and general school 
information on Facebook at our 
group page. Find us at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
stthomasnurseryschool

MARK YOUR 

calendars!
August 31 
“So Long Summer” camp 

September 1 
“So Long Summer” camp 

September 7 
Three-year-old Visit Day 

September 8 

Four-year-old Visit Day 

September 12 
First Day of School 
  
October 5 
In school enrichment programs 
begin (People and Places, Joyful 
Noise, and Kaleidoscope) 

October 6 

Family Chapel 
(everyone is welcome!) 
       
October 20 
Pumpkin Carving Night  
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
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Family Spiritual Formation: Community, Sacred Story & Creativity
Begins September 11th at 9:30am

Formation is the experience of  growing as people of  
God. While our families serve as our primary formation 
environments, as a spiritual community we offer 
formation opportunities for our children, youth and 
adults that support their spiritual development and add 
to the spiritual practices they participate in with their 
families. 

Formation at St. Thomas uses an experiential learning 
model. Our sacred story tell us: “We are born makers”. 
Research tells us that Creativity plays an essential role 
in learning and formation. Creativity is what embeds 
knowledge so it becomes a life practice. Our formation 
process involves going from the head to the heart through 
our hands.

Each Sunday our children begin their learning experience by connecting with their peers in a community building 
experience. They then hear the sacred story of  the day. They complete the learning process by using the beautiful 
materials in their environment to integrate the sacred story using creative expression.

In an attempt to well establish our formation program, and to promote its growth, a few things are new for this fall:

• We have new rooms on the third floor. The space will be 
divided between nursery (babies and toddlers), atrium 1 (pre-school 
and kindergarten), atrium 2 (1st through 3rd graders) and atrium 3 (4th 
through 6th graders) and the community art studio. With this new 
space configuration, we hope to improve safety, facilitate children 
drop-off, and continue to create a community for parents, children 
and teachers to interact with one another.

• Atrium 2 and 3 will share a larger space as a community, but 
each group will receive individual age-appropriate lessons and 
materials. All children will be together during the beginning of 
our session and share a community art studio to practice self-
expression, self-acceptance and critical thinking. This new 
intentional community format will also be a pathway to nurture 
young leaders (4th through 6th graders), by creating a space 
where they can practice service and leadership in prayer and group 
discussions.

• Fab Duell will be joining our Sunday teaching team as a leading teacher and facilitator. She will continue her work 
with parents and volunteers by offering training and spiritual direction. Her presence this year will be fundamental 
to establish the community of teachers created last year. We still need parents and parishioners to volunteer. Please 
contact Fab at FDuell@stthomasepiscopal.org, if you are interested in participating in this rewarding experience.

• We welcome parishioner Linda Swensson as our atrium 1 leading teacher for the 2016 year. Linda will be the 
consistent party every Sunday facilitating the rotation of our teaching volunteers.

If you have any questions or want to get more involved, contact Fab Duell at FDuell@stthomasepiscopal.org.

F a m i l y  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n
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Youth Soul Food: Service & Struggle
Begins September 11th at 4pm

As our youth begin another school year, I’m concerned about the pressure cooker culture that fiercely focuses them on 
getting into competitive colleges. Learning in an environment so anxious about performance, grades, body image, and 
achievement, comes at a high spiritual and emotional cost. 

And spiritual practices and spiritual community contribute deeply to a meaningful life. Research shows that where 
we go to college is of  almost no importance for future employment. A young man who participated in St. Thomas’s 
summer mission trip for a second week this summer shared how jarring it was to return home to a community that did 
not value or support the spiritual life he nurtured there. He returned to Mt. TOP to reconnect to spiritual community. 

I long to nurture spiritual community for our youth. And I know 
I’m competing with the demands of  AP classes, sports and work 
schedules. But I deeply believe the time our youth spend in 
meaningful spiritual community will have the greatest impact on 
their long term happiness. They need help making it a priority. 
Our children desperately want to please their teachers, live up to 
academic expectations, and live lives that express their family’s 
values. They follow our lead. Please encourage our youth to invest 
in their spiritual life, to consider it a valuable investment in their 
future. 

Youth Soul Food this year will focus on service and struggle.

Service
Our youth have huge hearts and enjoy serving others. This year we hope to offer a service project one Sunday afternoon 
a month.

Struggle
Our Sunday fellowship gatherings that nurture spiritual growth 
and community will explore the topic of  “Rising Strong”. When 
our youth live courageously and creatively they blaze trials, take 
risks and inevitably fall down along the way. Through Bible study 
and reflection on recent academic research we will explore how we 
get up when we fall, learn from our struggles and keep living brave 
in the world. 

Schedule 
• September 11th – Welcome Back: Summer Stories and Sharing
• September 18th – Service Project: Men’s Shelter 
• October 2nd – Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture:
   “Rising Strong” Introduction
• October 9th – Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: 
    The Values that Light our Way
• October 16th – Service Project

For more information, contact Pastor Mary Laymon at mlaymon@
stthomasepiscopal.org.

Check out our new

Formation rooms
We’ll have an open house 
after the 10:15am service

Sunday, September 11th

See the space • Meet Fab • Get a 
feeling of  formation at St. Thomas!
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Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to noon, Thursdays (monthly) at 6:15 pm

Parenting is hard work. It can be the most meaningful and the most shaming work we engage in, sometimes in the same 
hour. Few things make us feel worse than when we feel like a bad mother or father. And we all have those moments. The 

best antidote to the voices that say we aren’t good enough, is the company of  others who understand our struggle. Join Pastor 
Mary and other parents for gatherings where we safely explore the challenges of  parenting. We also take time to nurture 
other parts of  our lives as well - work, spirit, partnering, and more.

Wednesday Morning Schedule
Childcare is provided in our nursery

August 24 at 10am – So Long Summer:
Navigating School Performance and Expectations
Schools are under a lot of  pressure to prove their worth and 
compete for students and tax dollars. This sometimes happens at 
the expense of  their students. It is challenging when the message 
we want our children to hear is that they are good and beloved no 
matter how they perform and the message they hear in school is 
perform, perform, perform. Join us for a discussion on navigating 
the school culture and helping our children do the same.

September 21st at 10am – Welcome Back!
Our regular weekly meetings resume this week
With our children back in school, and our summer adventures 
behind us, we will reconnect, reflect on what’s shifting in our 
families, and look ahead to what will nurture our own hearts in 
the coming year. 

September 28th at 10am – Parenting Kindness
with Beth Bronsil
Beth’s experience as a mother, grandmother and director of  
Xavier’s Montessori Education Program make her one of  the 
wisest, kindest and most helpful parenting mentors in the city. And 
she shares her wisdom with us every month. Beth always brings 
some nugget to get us started in parenting discussions, but it’s her 
grace to let your questions and challenges guide the conversation. 

October 5th at 10am – Soul Collage
Pastor Mary will provide all the tools needed to explore and listen 
to your own inner wisdom using images and creativity. 

October 19th at 10am – Divine Guidance
Listening for the Holy Voice Within 
Divine Guidance is available to all of  us. But what does it sound 
like? How do we recognize it? Pastor Mary will teach a few prayer 
practices and offer you time to practice the one that calls to you. 
If  the weather is nice we will visit the Labyrinth at the Jesuit 
Spirituality Center in Milford. 

Family Dance Party!
Saturday, September 17th from 6 to 9pm

Did you know dancing, music, laughter 
and play were essential ingredients to 
WholeHearted life?  Join your friends and 
neighbors for an evening of  dinner, dancing 
and singing! Send Pastor Mary your song 
dance list!
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Thursday Family Dinner Schedule
Once a month we share a larger family meal together so our kids can play and we can talk about family issues that help make 
our homes places where we all learn more about loving and be loved. NB - new day of the week, starting September.

Dinner from 6:15 to 7pm
Adult Conversation - 7 to 8pm (childcare provided)

*Tues., August 23rd – The Healing Power of  Attachment
A generation ago, researchers discovered children grow up 
confident and capable of  healthy connected relationships 
when they experience healthy attachments with their primary 
caregivers in the early growing years. Recent research reveals 
adult attachment in couples is the strongest indicator of  the health 
or struggle in their relationships. We will explore this research and 
the hope it’s offering couples who want deeper, more connected 
partnerships. *This is the last time we’ll meet on a Tuesday.

September 15th – “Men, Women & Worthiness”
Introduction
We begin a new series based on Brené Brown’s shame research and how the different cultural expectations for men and 
women created different shame triggers.

October 13th – “Men, Women & Worthiness”
Guilt vs. Shame
We will consider the differences between Humiliation, Guilt, Shame and Embarrassment and why we should care. It turns 
out one is a useful force for growth, while the other keeps us small.

November 10th – “Men, Women & Worthiness” 
Four Elements of Shame Resilience
No one is immune to shame. And when we are in shame, we are never our best selves. This month we begin to explore the 
practices that help us get out of  shame and back to our best self  more quickly. Practice 1: identifying our triggers.

Back-Pack Blessings
Sunday, August 28th

God goes to school! For that reason, and as a way to 
remind us that God goes with us to all the places we go, 
there will be a blessing of  all backpacks as part of  our 
Sunday worship. All children are asked to bring their 
backpacks to worship. In addition to being blessed, 
each backpack will be given something to wear to 
remind its owner that God is with them all the time!
A Back Pack Blessing at Home
We know that most children will have started school 
before August 28th. So families may use a blessing at 
home for the night before the first day of  school.  A 
copy of  this can be picked up in the church office - 
email office@stthomasepiscopal.org for a digital copy!

Mass on the grass
Sunday, August 28th at 10:30am

Drackett Field
Off Elm

Bring a 
Side dish!



14

Thomaston Woods Montessori Program
Submitted by Beth Bronsil

“Any child who is self-sufficient, who can tie his shoes, 
dress or undress himself, reflects in his joy and sense of 

achievement the image of human dignity which is derived 
from a sense of independence.” ~Maria Montessori

The Thomaston Woods Montessori School started its second year on 
October 7, 2015 and ended on July 26, 2016. Twenty children were 
registered for the morning class and four of  the children stayed for the 
afternoon class. We had a total of  ten children registered for the afternoon 
class.

The children are encouraged to care for all areas of  the classroom. This 
provides a sense of  knowing that this is their space and they take pride in 
knowing how do things for themselves and for members of  the community.

Residents from Thomaston Woods and members from St. Thomas church 
came to read to the children. This was a wonderful opportunity for children 
to have one-on-one experience with an adult and an interesting book.

We were fortunate to have many enriching experiences for the children. 
On Tuesday morning, April 26 the Constella Festival presented a musical 
performance of  Stone Soup.

Sandra Gross had the children make houses in their community. It was 
part of  a display at the Brazee Glass Studio in Oakley. Thomaston Woods 
was one of  the fifteen schools to participate in this project.

 The children planted seeds and started a garden with tomatoes, peppers, 
and flowers. Residents of  Thomaston Woods will care for the garden 

Above: children scrub the tables & chairs.  

Above: a resident and one of  the children share a story

Above: children enjoy a variety of  enrichment activities 

M o n t e s s o r i  a t  T h o m a s t o n  Wo o d s
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during August and September and can enjoy the fruits of  the garden.

We planted butterfly bushes and released our butterflies to enjoy the 
garden.

If  you visit the classroom you will find that many of  the practical life 
activities involve clothes washing, dish washing, baby washing, rock 
scrubbing, table scrubbing and many other activities that help the child 
develop hand eye coordination. The children enjoy both the large water 
activities that involve a lot of  water as well as the smaller activities that 
have beautiful glass objects that the children handle with care. They use 
real cups and dishes to fix their snack. In two years we have only lost one 
cup and one small teapot. I broke the cup!

The children enjoy many other activities in the classroom. They discover 
many new ways to use material. Many times you will hear a child shout, 
“I made orange!” as they mix the yellow and red paint at the easel. 

Parent Visiting Day is a time when the child becomes the teacher. This 
year grandparents joined the fun of  learning how to use the material in 
the environment.

We enjoy having volunteers to read to the children. If  you are interested 
please send E-mail to Beth Bronsil at bethbronsil@aol.com. Our next 
session begins on October 4. 2016.

“The art of Montessori, which simply means finding the best 
way to help the child himself become what he was meant to 

become from the first moment of conception, is an art that joins 
home and school. That means parent and teacher supporting 

one another in their responsibility to the life of the child.”
~Maria Montessori

Above: music and movement with Sarah Elin

Above: planting butterfly bushes in the garden

Above: children become the teachers on Parent Visit Day

Above & below: children are responsible for using and 
cleaning real cups &  dishes for their snacks

Volunteer
at Thomaston WoodS

Last Sundays of  the Month, St. Thomas volunteers provide a 
community meal for the residents of  Thomaston Woods and 
Meadows, helping families make connections in the community 
and make ends meet. This is a great opportunity for fellowship 
and to help build community. Different ministry groups or families 
from St. Thomas help make a place at the table each month for 
the residents there. Can you help with this meal?

We also need leaders for the Bible Study (11:30am on Wednesdays) 
with the seniors of  Thomaston Meadows. We also need help in 
mentorship for Thomaston Woods’ young people. This might 
take the form of  homework guidance or other practical assistance.

We’d love for you to be a part of  this incredible ministry. Contact 
Amy Elberfeld (aelberfeld109@gmail.com) or Fr. Darren 
(Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org) for more information.
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Brahms Requiem for All Souls’
Sundays, Nov. 13th at 5pm & Nov. 20th at 2pm
The combined choirs of  St. Thomas and Church of  the 
Redeemer (Hyde Park) will present two performances 
of  Johannes Brahm’s Ein Deutsches Requiem in November. 
On November 13th at 5pm, this profound work will 
be sung at St. Thomas as part of  Evensong. One week 
later, on November 20th, the choirs will sing the work 
in a concert offered at Redeemer. Literally meaning “A 
German Requiem,” the piece is often also referred to 
as “the people’s Requiem” - due its focus on comforting 
the bereaved, rather than the souls of  the departed and 
being sung in the vernacular. This work will be presented 
in a special arrangement for chamber orchestra. For 
information on becoming a member of  the Parish Choir 
at St. Thomas and a chance to sing this stunning work, 
please contact Carlton Monroe at (513) 831.2052 or by 
email at cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

The Parish Choir are back!
First rehearsal on September 8th
The Parish Choir begins it’s season of  singing on Thursday, 
September 8, 7pm-9pm. The Choir’s first Sunday back 
will be our Welcome Back Sunday, September 11. We 
can’t wait to be back together again presenting the most 
beautiful and inspiring choral music in our Sunday liturgy. 
This year you can look forward to hearing the choir on 
Sunday mornings, in our Annual Service of  Lessons and 
Carols, and for Holy Week, Easter and all our special 
liturgies. In addition, the choir will join forces with other 
choirs on two occasions: Singing the Brahms Requiem 
in November (twice!) with the choir from Church of  the 
Redeemer, and Choral Evensong in April with the Christ 
Church Cathedral Choir. Follow our calendar or pick up 
a Music brochure for full details and dates.

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Music Lessons with CCM Prep
Register now for lessons!
The College-Conservatory of  Music Preparatory 
Department will be expanding its offerings at our Satellite 
location this fall. We currently offer lessons in piano, 
voice, and cello. We are looking at adding violin, guitar, 
a Beginner Voice Class, and a Beginner Guitar Class. For 
more information contact CCM Prep at ccm.uc.edu/
prep or contact Dr. Monroe at St. Thomas.

Cincinnati Children’s Choir
Satellite Location at St. Thomas!
St. Thomas will once again host a Satellite location for the 
Cincinnati Children’s Choir. This 8 - 10 week program for 
children in grades 3 - 6 is meant to provide an introduction 
to choral music and the philosophies of  the Cincinnati 
Children’s Choir. Tuition for the satellite choir program 
is $160 per session. A uniform shirt, and digital audio 
recording of  the CCC December concert is included in 
your tuition payment.
Registration is NOW OPEN for our Fall Satellite Choir 
session (October-December). No audition necessary! 
To register, visit CincinnatiChoir.org.

St. Thomas Concert Series
Musical performances throughout the year
We are delighted to welcome the following ensembles for 
concerts and festivals this season:

Saturday, November 5th at 7pm
The Lynx Project - www.lynxproject.org
Saturday, December 3rd at 7:30pm
The Catacoustic Consort - www.catacoustic.com
Monday, December 19th at 7:30pm
Sing-Along Messiah with the Bach Ensemble
Sunday, May 21st at 3pm
Cincinnati Choral Society - cincinnatichoralsociety.org
Saturdays, November 19th & April 29th
Queen City Piano Festival
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M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Choristers and Allegro Choir
First rehearsal on September 22nd
Our Choristers (Grades 3 and up) and Allegro Choir (Grades K-2) 
being rehearsals in September. This year we have several new aspects 
of  our program which will enhance to experience for our young 
singers.
First, make a note that we will host a Chorister/Allegro Orientation 
on Thursday, September 15 at 6pm. This will be a chance for everyone 
to meet each other and get a taste of  our music rehearsals. We’ll have 
a separate space for parents to get all of  the information about our 
program.
Second, we are excited to unveil a new Choir Night schedule. This 
schedule will give young singers more time to learn, to develop 
friendships, to collaborate with the Parish Choir, and to improve their 
musicianship.
For the Allegro Choir, we’ll have rehearsal each week throughout 
the year. Don’t worry if  you have to miss weeks, but join us when 
you can. The rehearsal will now be on Thursdays, 5:15-5:45pm, and 
will be followed by an optional snack/formation class time, 5:45-
6:30pm. During formation time we will explore musical crafts, art, 
and spirituality in an age-appropriate way. 
For the Choristers, we’ll have Formation class with Ms. Connie from 5:15-5:45pm, followed by rehearsal from 5:45-
6:30pm. At 6:30pm each week we’ll serve a simple dinner to the kids (Allegro Choir members are welcome to stay for 
dinner as well, if  they wish), and conclude the evening with a 7:00-7:30pm rehearsal with the Parish Choir.
The new schedule has a lot to digest, which is why we highly recommend attending the Chorister Orientation on 
Thursday, September 15, 6pm. In a nutshell the new schedule:
1. Extends the Allegro Choir season without increasing the commitment
2. Gives both children choirs a chance to combine music rehearsals and formation experiences
3. Adds the social element of  a meal each week
4. Increases the time that the Choristers get to rehearse with the Parish Choir, an aspect of  our program that both 

children and adults point to as one of  the most rewarding benefits.

Important times and dates!
Thursday, September 8th, 7-9pm
Parish Choir Rehearsals Begin
Thursday, September 15th, 6pm
Chorister/Allegro Choir Orientation
Thursday, September 22nd
Chorister/Allegro Rehearsals Begin

NEW THURSDAY SCHEDULE
5:15 Allegro Choir Rehearsal
 Chorister Formation
5:45 Allegro Formation (optional)
 Chorister Rehearsal
6:15 Allegro Choir Dismissed
6:30 Dinner
7:00 Parish Choir Rehearsal
 Chorister Rehearsal
7:30 Choristers Dismissed

Childcare/activities available until 9pm
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M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Introducing the Bach Ensemble’s upcoming season!
Bach Vespers, New Pre-Vespers Talks, Messiah Sing-along, and a 20-year Cantata Project

The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas will showcase another incredible season of  beautiful 
Vespers services, a return of  the incredibly popular Messiah Sing-Along, collaborations 
with the Cinncinati Camerata and the May Festival Youth Chorus, and new ways for you 
to go deeper into the music and your faith.

The BEST will embark on a monumental project starting this fall: a 20-year quest to 
perform all of  the 200+ sacred cantatas of  J. S. Bach. Over the past five years the BEST 
have performed 37 cantatas, but we’re starting a new count in September. There are very 
few ensembles in the world capable of  taking on a project such as this, and we are excited 
to be taking the first steps on this incredible musical journey. Join us now for a great ride!

Our Bach Vespers services return on September 11, 5pm, with a special Vespers offered 
in memory of  the 15 Anniversary of  9/11. In this, and in each month to follow, the 
BEST present the cantatas of  Bach in their intended liturgical context. 

This year, go deeper into the music by joining us at 4:30pm before each Bach Vespers 
for a Pre-Vespers Talk led by CCM Graduate Student and Xavier University faculty 
member Douglas Easterling. Douglas will offer a 20-minute talk each month to offer 
historical and religious context to the music for that Vespers. You won’t want to miss this 
opportunity to learn more and experience more. 

Finally, mark December 19 in your calendars for the 2nd Annual Messiah Sing-Along. This event was extraordinarily 
popular last year and we expect another well-attended event. While the Sing-Along will be free of  charge, this year 
we will have reserved tickets in place to make sure we have seats for everyone. Follow announcements closely this 
fall to learn when reservations will start being accepted. 
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COMMEMORATIVE BACH VESPERS*
Sunday, September 11th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Bach Choir
Bach: Wachet! betet! betet! wachet!, BWV 70
Bach: O Jesu, Christ, mein’s Lebens Licht, BWV 118
Bach: “Agnus Dei” from Messe in h-moll, BWV 232

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

MESSIAH SING-ALONG
Sing along with the Bach Ensemble!
Monday, December 19th, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church: Parish Hall
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Handel: Messiah, Part 1 & other excerpts

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION SERVICE
A sung rendition of  the Passion narrative
Good Friday, April 14th, 7pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Choir
Schutz: Johannes-Passion, SWV 481 

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, October 16th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The May Festival Youth Chorus
Bach: Ich will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, November 27th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Choristers
Bach: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 62

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 15th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The Cincinnati Camerata
Bach: Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort, BWV 126

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, February 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Parish Choir & Choristers
Bach: Gleichwie der Regen und Schnee, BWV 18

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, March 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Aus Tiefen rufe ich, Herr, zu dir, BWV 131

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, May 7th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Wo gehest du hin?, BWV 166

BACH VESPERS FOR PENTECOST
Sunday, June 4th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Parish Choir
Bach: Erschallet, ihr Lieder, erklinget, ihr Saiten!, BWV 172

*Dedicated on the 15th anniversary of  the September 11th attacks to the memory of  all those who lost their lives that day.
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Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays from 10:45am until Noon (returns September 12th)

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open 
to all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV 
series, Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried 
on PBS across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Prayers & Prose: “Wisdom” Series
Tuesdays from 6 to 8pm - starts September 13th

“It is most important of all to do everything we 
can to nurture our spiritual intelligence. It is our 
only genuine source of hope, direction, meaning 

and comfort.” (Foreword, The Wisdom Way of  Knowing)

If  your spirit hungers for a sacred 
experience that transcends rule 
keeping, moral teaching of  right 
and wrong, loyalty to a religious 
institution, or dealing with faith 
only within strict limits, join 
Pastor Mary for conversations 
based on the collection of  books 
written by the Episcopal priest, 
Cynthia Bourgeault. We will 
explore the Wisdom tradition and how these ancient 
spiritual teachings can challenge and offer us practical 
tools for living a more conscious, holy life.

Schedule & Topics
The Wisdom Way of  Knowing
September 13th to November 15th
The Wisdom Jesus
January 6th to February 21st
The Meaning of  Mary Magdalene
March 7th to April 11th
The Holy Trinity and the Law of  Three
April 18th to June 6th

Save the date!
“Gifts of  Imperfection” Retreat
February 6th to 10th, 2017 
at Transfiguration Spirituality Center

While Shame is a universal experience, some 
people hold onto themselves more easily 
when shame washes over them. These folks 
live all around healthier lives and experience 
more vibrant relationships. It turns out they 
share 10 characteristics in common. In this 
retreat we will explore these guideposts for 
Wholehearted Living using practical, hands-
on experiences. Registration limited to 20 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a 
spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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SoulCollage® Workshop
Sundays from 12:30 to 3:30pm (monthly - next September 11)

How do we move what to “know” about God and faith, from our 
head, to the deep “knowing of  the Heart” where our lived experience 
changes? Research has discovered that a creative process is an 
essential ingredient in making this shift. 

Soul Collage is a creative process that helps us hear the quiet voice of  
God within us that leads us to healing, insight and wholeness. Join us 
once a month for open Studio Time to create prayer cards and learn 
how to use them to deepen our walk with God and ourselves. 

September 11 – Labors of Love
Meaningful work is an essential component of  a holy life. We are called to join with God in the ongoing creation 
and repairing of  the world. How we offer our gifts will vary, but we all have something to offer. Where is your labor 
a love offering? Parenting? Painting? Accounting? Leading? Building? Mentoring? Partnering? Join us as we listen 
to our soul remind us of  the work that blesses us, and blesses the world when we do it.

October 2 – Getting “unstuck” & moving forward
During this studio time we will use cards we have already 
made to engage in a dialogue with ourselves around an 
issue in our life where we want to live differently. Are 
you considering a job change? A move? A change in 
an important relationship? A new volunteer role? A big 
conversation? A change in the rhythm of  your day/week? 
A shift in the way your lead at work? What are good 
reasons for remaining in your current state? What calls 
you to a new place? An intentional dialogue and prayer 
around these questions often causes hidden fears and 
longings to surface, as well as options that have not yet 
been considered.

Email Pastor Mary at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Save the date!
“Rising Strong” Retreat
February 10th to 12th, 2017

at Transfiguration 
Spirituality Center

If  you participated in the 
Brene Brown series “The 
Gifts of  Imperfection” 
and would like to 
take the next step in 
Wholehearted Living, 
join Pastor Mary for 

a weekend retreat on Brene Brown’s most 
recent book “Rising Strong”.  We will study 
what Brene Brown learned about how the 
wholehearted rise strong after failure. You 
will leave the retreat with practical tools to 
engage those moments in your life when 
living brave leads to struggle. Registration 
limited to 20 participants. Contact Pastor 
Mary to claim a spot at mlaymon@
stthomasepiscopal.org.
 

Acolyte Training
and appreciation lunch

Sunday, September 18th
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Third Thursdays at six o’clock (Aug. 18, Sept. 15, Oct. 20)

The St. Thomas Dinner Club meets the third Thursday of  
every month. We enjoy a lovely dinner and companionable 
conversation in the quiet atmosphere of  the Terrace Park 
Country Club. A choice from two entrees is offered (watch 
Sunday Bulletin for these) each month. Social time begins 
at 6:00 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Cost $23.50. 
Please make reservations by forwarding check (made out 
to St. Thomas Church) to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills 
Dr., Milford 45150.We invite you to join us!
~Submitted by Lou Scott

Men’s Fellowship
Tuesdays monthly at 8:30pm (next September 13th)

Share the company of  a few good men on a Tuesday 
evening! The Men of  St. Thomas gather one Tuesday 
night a month for fellowship and a way to relax and connect 
that the rest of  our busy week does not allow. We gather 
from 8:30pm to 10pm in the Hearth Room and Terrace 
for a good relaxing evening of  conversation, refreshments, 
and even some “holy smoke!” No committee, no tasks, just 
a chance to relax!  Men’s Fellowship Nights this Fall will be 
September 13th, October 11th and November 8th.

Monday Morning Men’s Group
St. Thomas Men’s Monday Breakfast Group will start 
up again on Monday, September 12th. They meet at the 
National Exemplar in Mariemont. Please contact Bob at 
bandshenry@hotmail.com for more information! 
~Submitted by Bob Henry

Library Announcement
We’re glad so many people are enjoying our lovely library! 
However, if  you are finished with your books, please return 
them quickly so that others can enjoy. Thanks!
~Submitted by Helen Hurley

Join the Super Singers!
Fridays at 10:30am

The 30 men and women of  Super Singers invite any 
singer over 55 to join them this Fall, as they prepare 
for performances at the November 16th ANNUAL 
SHOWTIME at St. Thomas, and Christmas music 
programs. We will be singing every other Friday morning 
in the choir room at 10:30am on September 9 & 23, 
October 14 & 28, November 3 & 18, and December 9. 
To join your friends phone Pat at 513.831.2550 or email 
patmatch@juno.com.
~Submitted by Pat Matchette

Mass on the grass
Sunday, August 28th at 10:30am

Our 10:15 service on Sunday, August 28th takes a field 
trip to Drackett Field in Terrace Park for an outdoor 
Eucharist. We’ll start the service a little later at 10:30 to 
allow people to get there from St. Thomas on time! After 
the service we’ll have a day of  fun with our Parish BBQ 
and Swim Party at the Terrace Park swimming club. You 
will need to fill out a waiver to use the swimming pools 
unless you are a member there. You can pick these up 
from the church or download one from our website. Call 
the office if  you have any questions! Bring a side dish, a 
picnic blanket/chair and a towel.

Volunteers needed on Sundays
We are in need of  volunteers who would be interested in 
ushering or helping with hospitality on a Sunday morning. 
Commitment for either role could be as infrequent as 
once every two months. These two roles in particular 
help us welcome visitors to St. Thomas, whether they 
are visiting for the first time or the hundredth! If  you 
are interested, please contact us at the office by email at 
office@stthomasepiscopal.org. 

Photo Directory through lifetouch
Save the date for photographs! St. Thomas will be 
updating our directories and creating a special picture 
directory through Lifetouch. Lifetouch will be at St. 
Thomas to take pictures from Thursday, October 6th to 
Sunday, October 9th. Please plan on being available for 
one of  these days! Stay tuned for registration info.

Habitat for Humanity
The next build dates will be Sept. 3rd and Oct. 8th. 
More info at eastsidecoalition.homestead.com.
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Support our ministries by shopping at Kroger!
The focus of  this ministry is to support St. Thomas’ 

expenses by using Kroger’s generous Neighborhood 
Program that gives dollars back to non-profit organizations. 
The amount we “earn” is based on the amount parishioners 
spend at Kroger after they have registered St. Thomas as 
their non-profit preference.

Earnings were down again in 2015. If  every family who shops at Kroger signed up, our income could grow in 
2016. We could actually double or triple it! The challenge is that each user must sign up electronically each year, 
even if  the user participated before. Don’t let that stop you!! Below are the steps to re-enroll:

1. Go to the customer service desk at Kroger OR go to Kroger.com.
2. Click the SIGN IN button near the top right of  the page.
3. Enter your email and password information (or click register if  you don’t yet 

have an account - you’ll need your Kroger card handy).
4. Click the MY ACCOUNT button near the center of  the page.
5. Select ACCOUNT SETTINGS from the list.
6. In the lower right corner of  the account summary window is a box labeled 

COMMUNITY REWARDS. This will tell you if  your enrollment has expired.
7. If  expired, click the edit button within the COMMUNITY REWARDS box.
8. This will guide you to search for your organization. You can search for “St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church” or directly type in our organization number: #80137.

You can call Vivian Krueger at (513) 831-4321 for more information or help.

Kroger Community Rewards

For the Family Table
A Grace By Bill Holloway

This next month brings back special memories. Among those memories are events of  great inspiration and courage. Each of  us can be 
thankful for those from our own past who inspired us to be more than we thought we could be.

As a restive young father, I took my two small sons with me to run errands during one day of  a short weekend when I had a long list of  
things to do. It was early in a quiet morning and few people were on the street. As I hurried my two little ones along a strange voice from 
across the street called to me saying, “Don’t forget to love them.” Help us to remember and treasure those voices, still speaking to us from 
out of  our past…

Dear Lord, thank you for our days and those who inspire us to try and be more than we think we can alone. Help us 
to remember and treasure that inspiration not only for what is past, but for tomorrow. Bless what we now share and 
what we can offer still. In the name of  the Good Shepherd we pray. Amen.
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S u m m e r  H i g h l i g h t s

Summer camps!
Kids take part in VBS and My Nose Turns Red circus camps at St. Thomas

Church Picnic and Eucharist at Carey Farm
On June 19th we took the 7pm Eucharist on a field trip to the church picnic! 
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S u m m e r  H i g h l i g h t s

Mountain T.O.P.
This summer, we took two trips to Mountain Top, a service project in rural Tennessee.

Summer Family Choir and Bike Ride
On July 10th, family choir provided music at the 10:15 service, followed by a bike ride!

Thomaston Woods Kids’ Club
Summer program at our affordable living community.
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S e r v i c e  S c h e d u l e

Taizé Prayer
Sundays at 6pm (monthly)
Prayerfully unwind after a busy week. Reflective readings and 
prayers invite moments of  meditation as the beautiful songs 
that make Taizé so unique envelope you. As participatory 
as you would like, Taizé offers a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
of  worship quite unlike anything else. Upcoming services are on 
September 4th, October 2nd and November 6th.

Sung Eucharist, Rite I
Sundays at 8am
Our first service of  the day draws on some of  our most 
cherished texts, with beautiful language hearkening back to 
the one of  the earliest versions of  the Book of  Common Prayer 
in 1662. This service includes hymns, prayers and sharing of  
communion.

Bach Vespers
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas for a reflective evening 
of  worship, focused through the lens of  the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Beyond aesthetic beauty, the music of  Bach 
draws on a knowledge of  scripture rivaled by just a handful of  
composers. Bach’s music is so infused with religious fervor that 
it is almost impossible to separate Bach the Christian from 
Bach the composer. Season begins September 11th!

Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sundays at 10:15am
This principal service of  The Episcopal Church also draws 
on this historic tradition, though in Rite II the language is 
modernized. Our 10:15 service also features hymns, prayer 
and communion, but we also sing the portions of  the musical 
mass setting (Gloria, Sanctus & Fraction). On top of  this our 
choir offer one or two sung anthems a week.

‘Come as you are’ Worship
Sundays at 7pm
Our third service of  the day draws on the same Episcopal 
traditions as our morning services. For this service we are 
joined by an acoustic trio of  musicians who lead a style of  
hymnody and song based on the rich variety musical traditions 
of  North America. Sometimes quiet and contemplative, 
sometimes energetic, this candlelit service is an ideal way to 
close (or begin!) your week.
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11, c: (513) 448.7999
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, c: (215) 630.1091
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jasongunnell@gmail.com

Midi Drew
Bookkeeper, Ext 19
mdrew@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Director of Communications, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: Taizé Prayer (6pm) & Bach Vespers (5pm)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm

AUGUST 2016
8/18 - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 22)
8/28 - Back-Pack Blessings (see page 13)
8/28 - Mass on the Grass (see page 13)

SEPTEMBER 2016
9/3 - Habitat Build Day
9/4 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 26)
9/8 - First Parish Choir Rehearsal (see page 16)
9/9 at 10:30am - Super Singers First Fall Rehearsal (see page 22)
9/11 - Kick-off Sunday
9/11 at 9:30am - Family Spiritual Formation Begins (see page 10)
9/11 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 21)
9/11 at 4pm - Youth Soul Food Begins (see page 11)
9/11 at 5pm - Bach Vespers (see page 19)
9/12 - Monday Morning Men’s Group Returns (see page 22)
9/12 - First day of Nursery School (see page 9)
9/12 - Yoga with Lilias Begins (see page 20)
9/13 - Prayers and Prose Begins (see page 20)
9/15 at 6pm - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 22)
9/15 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 13)
9/15 at 6pm - Chorister & Allegro Orientation (see page 17)
9/18 - Acolyte Training and Appreciation Lunch
9/18 at 9:15am - Adult Formation Begins (see page 6)
9/14 at 6pm - Book Group Begins (see page 7)
9/17 at 6pm - Family Dance Party (see page 12)
9/20 at 10am - Tuesday Bible Study Resumes
9/21 at 10am - Meaningful Moments Welcome Back (see page 12)
9/22 - Choristers & Allegro Choir Begin (see page 17)
9/23 at 7pm - ERS Gala (see page 2)

OCTOBER 2016
10/2 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 21)
10/2 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 26)
10/4 - New Thomaston Woods Montessori Session (see page 15)
10/6 to 10/9 - Lifetouch Photography (see page 7)
10/8 - Habitat Build Day
10/13 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 13)
10/16 - Bach Vespers (see page 19)
10/20 - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 22)
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