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Monday, March 13, 2017
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

2017201720172017201720172017
Alzheimer’s & Dementia: Overcoming the Struggles & Living Inspired

Episcopal Retirement Services’ Parish Health Ministry (PHM) and Xavier University (XU) 
present two days devoted to dementia care:

DAY ONE – PHM REFRESH YOUR SOUL CONFERENCE & DAY TWO – XU DEMENTIA CARE SUMMIT

SAVE THE DATE
DAY ONE: PHM REFRESH YOUR SOUL CONFERENCE

Presenting Sponsor

In Partnership with

Presented by

A service of 
Episcopal Retirement Services

Platinum Sponsor:  
Faith in Life Fund

For all the latest details, visit parishhealthministry.com/RYS
Registration opens: November 30th  •  Location: The Cintas Center at Xavier University

NEW FOR 2017 – OPTIONAL DAY TWO: XU DEMENTIA CARE SUMMIT

Tuesday, March 14, 2017
Summit focus: Discussing topics impacting those living with dementia and their caregivers, such as care op-

tions, accessibility to services, and � nancial implications; as well as planning and visioning for the future.

John O’Leary, 
BSBA, CPE
Keynote: ON FIRE  — 
Bestselling author and 
inspirational speaker, 
John’s inspiration will 
renew your soul and 
inspire you to share 
hope, purpose, 
perspective, faith and 
love with everyone you 
meet and serve. 

Loretta Anne 
Woodward Veney, 
MA, CPP
Loretta will share 
“Being My Mom’s 
Mom,” insights gained 
from nine years of 
caring for her Mom 
living with dementia. 
She will also demonstrate 
the healing power of 
humor.

Teepa Snow, MS, 
OTR/L, FAOTA
Teepa is an advocate 
for those living with 
Alzheimer’s and a 
leading educator on 
dementia. She will share 
fresh ideas on how to 
promote person-centered 
activities that lead to true 
engagement for people 
living with dementia.
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Faith matters: it's that time of year...

H
ow would you finish that sentence? Is it that time of  year, when we can 
finally enjoy cooler evenings and begin to smell a neighbor’s fire as we walk 
in the neighborhood? Is it that time of  year when we begin to catch our 

breath after the whirlwind of  another start of  school? Is it that time of  year when 
we can begin to pull out those warmer, comfier clothes? That time of  year when our 
favorite sports come into their own season? That time of  year when the best painters 
are at a loss to capture the beauty of  the foliage? That time of  year when even music 
sounds that much crisper and moves us in an even deeper way? No matter how you 
complete the sentence, it’s so much more than a transition – it’s a gift all its own.

And at St. Thomas, what a time it is! People are talking: “New programs, new faces, new ideas and new energy. 
This fall is that time when we are abuzz with so much going on!” As the principal ministers of  the Church, you 
the People of  St. Thomas make all this possible! And to think it is only the Fall and we’re just beginning! From 
new programs for adults on Sunday mornings, as well as throughout the week, to more opportunities for the 
wider community with CCM-Prep. At St. Thomas and through its ministries - including Stephen Ministry and 
our expanded services with our housing communities of  Thomaston Woods - more people are discovering ways to 
get involved and grow. As families are discovering, the beautifully renovated formation rooms and art studio are 
a wonderful change, and even moreso what’s happening in them each Sunday. It’s that time of  year that we need 
to say, above all else, Thank you! There are so many reasons for us to say this each week at St. Thomas, and yet 
throughout October and November additional occasions for gratitude seem to abound - we have the opportunity 
to offer our thanks for the gifts we each offer.

As we move fully into Fall, we move into a time that reminds us of  those who walked before us and whose gifts and 
witness have formed the parish that now marks over 140 years of  ministry and what we continue to experience 
together. Yes, it’s that time as so many people have begun to explore (or rediscover) how best to live into a 
relationship with God and God’s people in community. This fall there are so many exciting new opportunities in 
Christian Formation, for instance the new 9:15 forum series: The Challenge of  Jesus. We also have many worship 
opportunities – not just on Sunday mornings, but also through our monthly Bach Vespers service, Taizé Evening 
Prayer, the 7pm Come as you are Eucharist and the Tuesday Evening Prayer & Holy Communion service. This year 
there are even more ways to put our faith into practice with more outreach and small groups.

In this time of  year, we need to also say something else - “Welcome!” or even “Come with me.” By this time of  
year the program year is fully underway and there’s always room to welcome that next person…maybe it’s that 
friend you keep nudging to come to our church and to rediscover what a faith community can mean; what a 
vibrant relationship with God can bring. Maybe that person you keep trying to nudge is yourself. It’s your time to 
explore, discover and share just how meaningful this life and ministry we share can be. If  you’ve been too busy to participate 
yet – there’s still time – it’s that time of  year, after all, to explore. As you read on in this edition of  Tidings, consider 
this your invitation to take advantage of  this time of  year and the gift that is St. Thomas!

I’ll see you in church!

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  R e c t o r
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S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  f o r  2 0 1 7

You Make All The Difference!
Submitted by Jim Davis, Junior Warden

As you see and experience throughout the year, St. Thomas continues be an 
extremely active parish fulfilling our mission to make God’s love known by who 
we are, what we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name. Our mission 
is dependent upon what we can offer and share in terms of  time, talent and 
treasure. This core purpose is accomplished in so many ways, from our Christian 
education and formation for all ages, choirs, acolytes, Altar & Flower Guilds, 
Ushers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, various Outreach teams just to 
name a few of  the score of  ministries that St. Thomas supports for the people 
within the parish beyond. In other words, it’s thanks to you and because of  you that St. Thomas is blessed and 
ready to serve in so many ways – now for over 140 years and into the future! Personal engagement provides 
tremendous rewards to each of  us as individuals as well as to our parish as a whole. In addition to time & 
talent, the stewardship of  our resources also includes what we can share of  our treasure for the work of  the 
Kingdom from St. Thomas. Every Fall our Annual Giving Pledge Drive gives us the opportunity to celebrate 
what each of  us has to offer. This year is especially meaningful with all that continues to be moving in so many 
meaningful ways, and we seek your prayerful consideration of  what your participation can be in the coming 
year. Our parish offering celebration is scheduled for November 13th, you will be hearing more about the 
Annual Giving Pledge Drive over the next several weeks.

The sharing of  our resources is truly an act of  thanksgiving – inviting each of  us to consider what God has 
and continues to have us do together as a parish and for our wider community. Giving is a spiritual practice 
that each of  us can do, no matter what the amount is. Your giving helps build our relationship and trust with 
God. . When we give of  our treasure, we should not think of  simply paying the Church’s bills, but as investing 
in the work that help builds our own spiritual growth as well as others. Our stewardship is an opportunity to 
share what has been entrusted to us,so we can give out of  gratitude, knowing that our gifts matter greatly and 
are blessed.

St. Thomas exists and continues to grow as a result of  the generosity of  our 
members – over 80% of  our needed income is from the Annual Giving Pledges 
and it’s what we offer together that continues to make all the difference! Last year 
you and many of  your fellow parishioners heard the message that all our pledges 
matter and we saw one of  the biggest growth years in terms of  new pledges that 
we have seen in recent history. We asked you to prayerfully consider how you 
could share your own gifts and you did! At the same time, it is no surprise that St. 
Thomas, like every organization, continues to see the increase of  our fixed-costs 
eclipse even last year’s growth. I wish I could tell you that we have reached the 
point of  balancing our Operating Budget, but sadly this is not the case. Despite 
fiscal restraint with discretionary spending and prudent financial management, 
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fixed costs continue to be a challenge. In spite of  tight budgets, we have not lost sight of  the need to always 
strive for the improvement in our core ministries, as we continue to make a difference in the caring and of  
service to others. As result, we will continue to face a Operating Budget deficit, and although manageable 
with continued restraint, we are still not at that “tipping-point” when our giving levels deliver the balanced 
Operating Budget we are working so hard to achieve. But you can help.

We need to maintain the growth we experienced this past year, in terms of  the 
sharing of  time & talent, as well as the number of  pledges and the funds raised. 
Your fellow parishioners who help lead the Finance Committee and Stewardship 
efforts ask that you prayerfully consider increasing the giving level you made last 
year. The reality is that if  we each were able to increase our financial pledge by 
10% and increase the number of  pledging families by 10%, we would have no 
Operating Budget deficit. Will you help us reach the next mark for St. Thomas?

With Fall here, we have a great opportunity to offer our thanks to each other for 
what St. Thomas mean in the lives of  so many. In addition to celebrating the 
heroes of  our faith on All Saints’ Sunday, the next Sunday, November 13th will be 
equally powerful, both in the evening as we celebrate those who have gone before us with a special Evensong 
commemorating All Souls’ featuring Brahm’s Requiem, and especially with what precedes this in the morning. 
On Sunday, November 13th, we will gather to celebrate what is new and what we continue to offer each other 
in our common ministry. Far more than simply asking for your pledges, this is when we can offer our praise 
with what God continues to be up to in and around St. Thomas, and beyond. And it’s all thanks to you! You 
continue to make what we share possible and it makes all the difference!

S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  f o r  2 0 1 7

Evensong for All Souls’
featuring the Brahms Requiem

Su n day, nov e m b e r 13t h at 5p m

Submit your loved-ones’ names to be read during the service.
Call 513.831.2052 or email cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org
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S u n d a y  A d u l t  Fo r m a t i o n

Sunday 9:15 Formation Series: The Challenge of Jesus
Submitted by Jamie Flerlage

Journey in your faith this Fall with The Challenge of Jesus
With great joy, Patti Normile and I are pleased to facilitate this year’s Sunday 
Morning Series for Adults. For the first-half of this program year, St. Thomas will 
offer a learning experience that will include multimedia, discussions and prayer. 
Please journey with us as we explore a 16-week program featuring John Dominic 
Crossan’s critically acclaimed series, The Challenge of Jesus.

A Depiction of Jesus We’ve Not Seen Before
“In The Challenge of Jesus, renowned historical Jesus scholar John Dominic 
Crossan, presents his life’s work exploring the matrix of Jesus’ unique time and 
place. Drawing on scholarly text, excavation and history, Dr. Crossan introduces 
us to the flesh and blood people who shaped the world into which Jesus was born. 
Dr. Crossan pinpoints the history and circumstances that helped Jesus’ message of 
nonviolent resistance to evil have such a powerful impact against Imperial Rome. 
Moving beyond Jesus as an abstract figure of scripture, Dr. Crossan paints us a 
vivid portrait of Jesus the man.” – Faith & Reason

Sessions begin with prayer, followed by a 15-minute video, discussion starters, and reflective in-depth questions to 
broaden our thinking, deepen our spiritual introspection, and strengthen our relationships with one another and our 
community. “Dr. Crossan’s presentations are produced in a revolutionary new multimedia format that helps viewers 
comprehend the dynamic, multifaceted interactions between the Roman Imperial program of conquest and the 
struggles of occupied Israel in the century in which Jesus acted and taught.” – Faith & Reason

Meaningful, Accessible, and Convenient
In addition to providing meaningful, thought-provoking material, the format 
of this program allows for more interaction and discussion. The multimedia 
quality is exceptional and the material is broken up into easy-to-digest pieces, 
making the program accessible to both teens and adults. The sessions stand 
alone, making it convenient for those who aren’t able to attend adult formation 
regularly.

Patti and I look forward to walking with you as we journey through The Challenge 
of Jesus. You can find The Challenge of Jesus meeting in the Hearth Room each 
Sunday at 9:15am.

For more information about this series, contact me at jflerlage@gmail.com. 

“If an audience kept complete silence during a challenge parable from Jesus
and if an audience filed past him afterward saying, ‘Lovely parable, this

morning, Rabbi,’ Jesus would have failed utterly.” 
- John Dominic Crossan, The Power of Parable: How Fiction by Jesus Became Fiction about Jesus
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Faith & Literature Book Group
Alternate Wednesdays at 7pm

There are plenty of  opportunities to explore new topics this Fall at 
St. Thomas! Alongside Pastor Mary's “Wisdom” Series on Tuesday 
nights, centered around the works of  Cynthia Bourgeault, the 
Faith & Literature Group will cover a number of  topics and books 
throughout the year. We’ll gather on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 7pm each month to discuss what we are discovering with each 
book along the way. This year’s books will include: Grounded 
by Diana Butler Bass, Where God Happens by Rowan Williams, 
Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright, Living a Life that Matters by Harold 
Kushner and Disarming Scripture by Derek Flood. Join us in the 
Parlor for wonderful discussion of  our growing faith through 
these great books together!

Session 1: 9/14, 9/28, 10/12, 10/26
Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass

Session 2: 11/9, 11/30*, 12/14
Where God Happens: Discovering Christ in One Another by Rowan Williams (former 
Archbishop of  Canterbury)

Session 3: 1/11, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 3/8, 3/22, 3/29
Simply Jesus: A New Vision of  Who He Was, What He Did and Why He Matters by N.T. Wright

Session 4: 5/10, 5/24, 5/31*, 6/14
Living a Life That Matters by Rabbi Harold Kushner

Session 5: 8/9, 8/23, 8/30*
Disarming Scripture: Why We All Need to Learn to Read the Bible Like Jesus Did by Derek Flood

*Fifth Wednesday of  the Month

F a i t h  &  L i t e r a t u r e  B o o k  G r o u p

Don’t worry - you can still sign up!

We added two extra days:
Monday, October 10th

Wednesday, November 9th

Sign up at www.stthomasepiscopal.org

NEW CHURCH PICTURE DIRECTORY
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A  R e f l e c t i o n  b y  F r .  B o b  R e y n o l d s

Measure Twice and Cut Once
Submitted by The Reverend Robert E. Reynolds D.D.

From my youth, when I used to putter around at my grandfather’s workbench, I 
have enjoyed working with wood. That interest eventually led me to design and 
build a workshop in the backyard of  the first home that I, along with the bank, 

could call my own.

That experience taught me a great deal about the high importance of  careful planning 
and a well thought out design before a concrete foundation pad is poured and the first 
board is cut. That was my first venture into designing and building by myself. As my 
grandfather once reminded me: “Measure twice and cut once.” That principle could 
have been applied to that concrete pad as I recall...but that’s another story.

Over the years my interest in architecture, especially traditional design, has grown and encouraged me to subscribe to 
several traditional architecture publications. When I briefly served in a small Church of  England parish in the Diocese 
of  Salisbury founded in the 7th century, Elizabeth and I greatly enjoyed traveling throughout southern England visiting 
churches great and small, as well as a number of  magnificent old estates. So, when we discovered St. Thomas Church 
one sunny Saturday afternoon eleven years ago as we explored the Eastside of  Cincinnati, it reminded us of  some of  
the churches we had seen in many English villages. Although the architecture of  St. Thomas is beautiful and inviting 
to us, it is the people of  the parish that eventually drew us to call this beautiful place our spiritual home ten years ago.

So, little did I know in the autumn of  2005 when we began our “church-shopping,” that I would later be invited to 
join with fellow parishioners and clergy to plan for the building of  a new pipe organ for St. Thomas. And then my 
architectural interests were really generated when Fr. Darren Elin invited me to serve on a committee to plan for the 
organ’s installation and insure that the architectural integrity of  the sanctuary and chancel would be preserved. Well, 
I am very pleased to report to you that in my opinion it will not only be preserved, it will be beautifully enhanced. 
Although I would be delighted to give credit to all of  us who have served on the Organ Committee and the Renovation 
Committee, the credit largely goes to Terry Byrd Eason. Terry Eason is the outstanding internationally known liturgical 
designer the Organ Committee recommended to the Rector and Vestry two years ago to assist us in preparing the 
sanctuary and chancel for the new organ. He continues to work with the organ builder, Paul Fritts & Company, and our 
Renovation Committee, to insure the traditional design of  the choir and sanctuary is maintained, and that the design 
and function will be improved wherever possible.

Vestry member and UC Professor Emeritus of  Design Gerry Michaud and Mary Malotke, Parish Building Committee 
chair, have worked closely with Mr. Eason, and highly praise the collaborative manner in which this world-renowned 
liturgical designer has worked with the Renovation Committee and parish staff. From the first meeting with the Organ

Committee and then succeeding meetings with the Renovation Committee, Terry Eason has clearly been concerned 
about the needs and wishes of  the parish. From my own experience, he has been the enjoyable and productive designer 
or architect I have ever worked with over the 50 years I have been involved in the physical renovation of  parish churches.

In closing, I encourage anyone who would like to see some of  Mr. Eason’s previous commissions to explore his website 
where his work in over 40 Episcopal churches, including the National Cathedral, is beautifully presented. (www.
terrybyrdeasondesign.com). Then, may I suggest you treat yourself  to viewing some of  the works of  Paul Fritts pipe 
organs at www.frittsorgan.com, and you will see how St. Thomas is blessed to have these two incredibly fine designers 
and builders preparing their works of  art for us.

Shalom,
Father Bob
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St. Thomas 101: Discover Faith for the Inquiring Mind
Sunday mornings at 9:15am (during Adult Christian Formation)

Are you new to the Church or Interested in Officially Joining?
Have you wondered why we do the things we do?

Is your faith reaching a milestone?
Do you wish to be Confirmed, Received or Reaffirm your Baptism?

If you answered, ‘Yes,’ to any of these then this is the class for you!

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, have just wanted to learn more about 
our tradition, or simply wish to better understand why we do the things we do 
in the Episcopal Church, then this group is for you! Join us Sunday mornings 
at 9:15am as we explore the beliefs, history, worship and practices of our great 
Church. Our topics we’ll explore include:

• “Is being an Episcopalian the same thing as being a   
 Christian?”
• “How did we get here?” (The Early Church to St.   
 Thomas today – fasten your seat-belts)
• “People of the Book” (The Bible, The Prayer Book  
  and your books)
• “We are what we worship: Praying Our Beliefs”
• “What’s the Rite way for you: Sacraments &   
 Sacramental Rites”
• “Practice makes disciples: Church, Ministry,   
 Spiritual Practices”

Anyone is welcome to take part in this group, whether 
or not you have joined, been received or confirmed or 
desire to do so. Your questions are most welcome and 
encouraged as we explore together what it means to be a 
part of the Church. The class will meet Sundays through 
November 13th in the Parlor - location may change based on 
size of the group. For more information, contact Fr. Darren 
by email at Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call the 
office at 513.831.2052. See you there!

S t .  T h o m a s  1 0 1  -  I n q u i r e r ' s  C l a s s

Healing Retreat
January 20th to 22nd, 2017 
at the Jesuit Spiritual Center

“Your faith has saved 
you!” translated correctly 
really means, “Your faith 
has made you whole!”

Join us as we explore 
the tremendous courage 
required to heal and to 
be made whole. Using 
Bible study, we will invite 
the ones healed by Jesus 
to lead us on our own 
journey to wholeness. Our 
time together will include bible study, prayer 
disciplines, opportunities for healing touch 
and massage, SoulCollage and worship. 

Cost: $200 (two nights), limited to 8 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a 
spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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C r e a t i v e  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Advent Wreath Making
Sunday, November 27th at 9:15am (takes the place of  Christian Formation)

Begin your Advent celebration by making your family Advent 
wreath with us. We will provide all the greens – beautiful, diverse 
and abundant! – as well as the wreath bases. But if  you have your 
own base from past years, bring it with you! We will also send 
you home with devotions to use alongside your Advent wreath. 
There will be adult as well as family materials. 

AND we will feed your family. What’s not to love about this 
Sunday after Thanksgiving tradition? This takes the place of  the 
Sunday morning forum hour.

Tuesday Morning Class: Modern Day Parables
Tuesdays at 10am

Parables were never meant to have just one “right” interpretation, in spite of  the gospel writers 
efforts to the contrary. We’ll be discussing the modern day parables of  the late Rabbi Edwin 
H. Friedman. Just as the stories Jesus told, these short tales are provocative, humorous, even 
outrageous. They will speak to us on many levels as our Tuesday group applies its years of  
collective wisdom to each story. We meet at 10am in the Hearth Room.

Wes Hinton’s new children’s book: Me and My Grampa
Available on Amazon.com!

Former Associate Rector, the Rev. Wes Hinton has written a children’s book, 
with illustrations by his daughter, Kathryn. It’s called Me and My Grampa. It’s 
available through both Amazon and CreateSpace. (Just type the title into 
the site search box.) Spend a fun day with Gus and his Grampa, feeding the 
chickens and fish, hunting for eggs for breakfast, plucking a chicken and 
fixing dinner for his later arriving Mom. And Gus helps with everything! 
This children’s story comes from the memories of  a modern day Grampa 
- memories of  his own Grampa when he was a boy. Colorful illustrations 
come with each turn of  the page. At the end of  his wonderful day, Gus falls 
asleep with a smile on his face - we hope you will too! If  you like the book, 
please consider writing a review. Authors appreciate that!

We need volunteers
to usher and help with hospitality!

Email office@stthomasepiscopal.org if you are willing to help.
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Youth Soul Food: Service & Struggle
Sundays at 9:15am (during Christian Formation) and at 4pm

Our Sunday Youth Fellowship Gatherings will focus on a service 
project once a month on our other Sundays we will explore the topic of  
“Rising Strong.” When our youth live courageously and creatively, they 
blaze trials, take risks and inevitably fall down along the way. Through 
Bible study and reflection on recent academic research we will explore 
how we get up when we fall, learn from our struggles and keep living 
brave in the world.For more information about Youth programs at St. 
Thomas, contact Pastor Mary at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Fall Schedule
October 9th - Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: The Values that Light our Way
October 16th - Service Project
October 23rd - Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: The Power of  Emotion
October 30th - No Gathering
November 6th - Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: Offloading Hurt 
November 13th - Service Project
November 20th - No Gathering
November 27th - Church Breakfast & Advent Wreath Making (No Youth Soul Food Gathering)
December 4th - Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: Managing my Feelings 
December 11th - Service Project
December 18th - Spiritual Fellowship and Nurture: The Power of  Story

Yo u t h  P r o g r a m s :  S e r v i c e  &  S t r u g g l e

Mountain TOP DATES
St. Thomas has reserved space in the following weeks next summer
for Mountain Top’sYouth Summer Ministry Program:

June 17-24 (MTOP week 3) - Service Project and Day Camp - 15 spots

July 15-22 (MTOP week 7) - Service Project and Day Camp - 30 spots

Please contact John Tiffany if you are interested in attending one or 
both of these weeks. Please look out for further communications! We 
will send out individual registration forms in late October.

John Tiffany: jctiffany@gmail.com or 513.646.9655



12

M e a n i n g f u l  M o m e n t s

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to noon, Thursdays (monthly) at 6:15 pm

Parenting is some of  the hardest work we’ll ever do. It’s a labor of  love to give ourselves over to the care and nurture of  
our vulnerable children, to shepherd them through emotional, physical and mental milestones. It calls us to relinquish 

again and again. We give over our bodies, our sleep, our time, our hobbies, our neat house, and often our meaningful work. 

Rediscover yourself ! Once a week, Pastor Mary invites you into a grown-up space! Together we remember the person buried 
under the parenting, nurture the spiritual and creative parts of  ourselves, listen for who we are becoming during this season 
of  relinquishment, and accompany one another during an exhilarating and exhausting season. 

Thursday Family Dinners
Once a month we share a larger family meal together so 
our kids can play and we can talk about family issues that 
help make our homes places where we all learn more 
about loving and be loved.

Note that we meet now on Thursdays!
Dinner from 6:15 to 7pm
Adult Conversation - 7 to 8pm (childcare provided)

October 13th - “Men, Women & Worthiness”
Guilt vs. Shame
We will consider the differences between Humiliation, 
Guilt, Shame and Embarrassment and why we should 
care. It turns out one is a useful force for growth, while 
the other keeps us small.

November 10th - “Men, Women & Worthiness” 
Four Elements of Shame Resilience
No one is immune to shame. And when we are in shame, 
we are never our best selves. This month we begin to 
explore the practices that help us get out of  shame and 
back to our best self  more quickly. Practice 1: identifying 
our triggers.

December 8th - Managing Christmas
Christmas Joy can often slip away in the river of  
unrealistic expectations... grandparent expectations 
about Christmas visits, children’s expectations about 
presents, our own expectations about family celebrations 
and rituals. We can’t do it all and keep everybody happy. 
Join us for a conversation about making faithful choices 
in a busy season so we leave room for Joy.

ADVENT QUIET DAY
Sacred Vulnerability

Saturday, December 17th
10am to 4:30pm

The Jesuit Spiritual Center
Milford, Ohio

Jesus came to show us the way home 
to God. The journey begins and ends 
in vulnerability. The language during 
this season for God’s vulnerability is 
Incarnation.

Join us as we consider this opening 
scene in a fully vulnerable life. God’s 
gift of being known to us, so we could 
know Love.

Cost: $35
Includes lunch and materials
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Wednesday Morning Schedule
Childcare is provided in our nursery, coffee & snacks available

October 12th at 10am - Divine Guidance
Listening for the Holy Voice Within 
Divine Guidance is available to all of  us. But what does it sound like? 
How do we recognize it? Pastor Mary will teach a few prayer practices 
and offer you time to practice the one that calls to you. If  the weather 
is nice we will visit the Labyrinth at the Jesuit Spirituality Center in 
Milford. 

October 19th at 10am - Pumpkin Carving
You know those creative pumpkins you see on every magazine at all the 
checkout counters this month? Who has time for THAT? WE DO! We 
will bring out the knives, pull out the guts and create something playful or 
beautiful to take home. Pumpkin carving like you’d never do with your kids! 
Bring a pumpkin or two and any tools you have. And if  you forget and show 
up empty handed, no worries! I promise you will go home with something fun!

October 26th at 10am - All Hallow’s Eve
A Spiritual “Thin” Place
We will consider the “thin place” that opens up when the veil between this world and the next feels more permeable. Who no 
longer lives in this world with you, but continues to linger close in your heart or inspires you to live a life of  purpose? When 
do you feel closest to their presence? How do we honor and celebrate those lives and receive their gifts? How do we live with 
less fear of  that passage for ourselves and those we love?

November 2nd at 10am - Parenting Kindness
with Beth Bronsil
Beth’s experience as a mother, grandmother and director of  Xavier’s Montessori Education Program make her one of  the 
wisest, kindest and most helpful parenting mentors in the city. And she shares her wisdom with us every month. Beth always 
brings some nugget to get us started in parenting discussions, but it’s her grace to let your questions and challenges guide the 
conversation.

November 9th at 10am - Soul Collage: Thanksgiving
Gratitude gives us perspective. Our brain is wired to hear the problem, rather 
than the blessings. We notice our flaws more than our gifts. This week, we invite 
our soul to remind us of  the best in ourselves. What images convey our wisdom, 
compassion, patience, creativity, leadership, etc? Come & See! 

November 16th at 10am - Family Gratitude Practices
Explore a variety of  gratitude practices your family can do together in preparation 
for a Thanksgiving that means more than the mashed potatoes and turkey. Pastor 
Mary will provide the supplies and you can choose what will bless you all this year. 

Nov 23rd – Thanksgiving – No gathering

November 30th at 10am - Holy, Not Hectic
This month can make your family crazy, but it doesn’t have to. We will begin with 
the end in mind, and consider what family devotions can lead us on a holy path to 
Christmas, rather than a hectic one.

M e a n i n g f u l  M o m e n t s
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Fa i t h ,  Fa m i l y ,  F u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e

Faith, Family, Future Initiative Update - classroom renovations completed!
As we reported this past month, considerable progress has been made with respects to smaller in-house projects. 
In fact, these projects have already been put into use and are being enjoyed by many. These include renovated 
Formation Rooms and a discovery art room, the updates to the Guild Room, enhanced WiFi, and automatic 
door assists for the Miami Avenue archway entrance and Columbarium doors. Behind the scenes, the Building 
& Grounds have developed a preliminary time-line and cost schedule for the rest of  the project, based on our 
overall Budget of  what was pledged. This month we anticipate refining the time-line and cost planning, and 
presenting several proposals to the Vestry for their consideration. Once finalized, we will be able to share with the 
congregation the time-line and cost schedule in writing at the Annual Meeting.

Classroom: Atrium 1 Classroom: Atrium 2

Art Studio: “Soul Studio”Classroom: Atrium 3

Art Studio: “Soul Studio” Chorister Formation in the renovated Guild Room



15

What a wonderful beginning of 
the school year we’ve had! The 
students have settled into their 
classroom routines, new 
friendships have been formed, 
fun is being had every day, and 
our learning is well underway. 
Fall is a busy time at the Nursery School. 
Our first Family Chapel will be held Thursday October 6th. The children 
will end their day in the sanctuary (4th floor of the church) singing songs 
and listening to stories told by Lambey (our favorite lamb puppet!). 
Everyone is welcome to join us at 11:10am or 2:40 pm. Pick up that day 
will be in the church sanctuary at the normal times (11:30/3:00). The 
children have started participating in their weekly “specials” classes. The 
children enjoy learning new songs and singing along with Dr. Monroe in 
Music Class which is held every other Wednesday. Kids in Motion 
alternates with the Music class, and is a structured large muscle time where 
the children participate in activities such as the parachute, obstacle 
courses, ribbon dancing, etc. “People and Places” is held every 
Wednesday, and this program includes activities designed to increase the 
children’s knowledge of social identity, heritage, historical thinking, 
geography, government, and economics. Another day we all look forward 

to is our annual Pet Blessing Day 
when Father Darren comes to tell us the 
story of St. Francis and bless the stuffed 
animals the children bring from home. 
The Pet Blessing will be held on October 
the 11th. The Terrace Park firemen 
always pay us a visit in the fall to tell us 
about fire safety and let us climb around 
in their big trucks! Pumpkin Carving 
Night, Thursday, October 20th, fills the 
Parish Hall with Nursery School families 
creating marvelous pumpkins and 
enjoying a snack while they are visiting 
with other families in the school.

A Note from EmilY...

STNS TIMES
ISSUE NO. 2

St. Thomas Nursery School Newsletter / OCTOBER 2016 

Continued on Page Two

 

Find STNS 
on Facebook 
Keep up-to-date on STNS 
events, fundraisers and 
general school information on 
Facebook at our group 
page. Find us at: 
facebook.com/groups/
stthomasnurseryschool

MARK YOUR 

calendars!
October 4 
Enrichment classes begin 

October 5  
Lunch Bunch begins 

October 6 @ 11:10am/2:40pm 
Family Chapel 

October 11 
Pet Blessing Day 

October 20 
Four-year-olds visit Valley View 

October 20th @ 6:30-7:30 pm 
Pumpkin Carving Night 

October 27 
Halloween Parade and Play 

November 3 @ 11:10am/2:40pm 
Family Chapel 

Week of November 21 
Thanksgiving Day Feasts 
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ST. THOMAS NURSERY SCHOOL
100 Miami Avenue 
Terrace Park, Ohio 45174  
(513) 831-6908  
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org  

Director 
Emily Keiser  

Assistant Director 
Alicia Stanula  

Parent Council President 
Jennifer Guido  

STNS Times 
ISSUE No. 02 
VOLUME 05

Newsletter Editor
Jonathan Cooper 

Meaningful Moments 
Wednesdays from 10am to noon, 
Thursdays (monthly) at 6:15 pm 

Parenting is hard work. It can be the 

most meaningful and the most 

shaming work we engage in, 
sometimes in the same hour. Few 

things make us feel worse than when 

we feel like a bad mother or father. 

And we all have those moments. The 

best antidote to the voices that say we 
aren’t good enough, is the company 

of others who understand our struggle. 

Join Pastor Mary and other parents for 

gatherings where we safely explore 

the challenges of parenting. We also 
take time to nurture other parts of our 

lives as well - work, spirit, partnering, 

and more. 

October Gatherings: 
Thursday, October13th at 6:15pm 

Each Wednesday at 10am 

An offering of St. Thomas Church, led 

by Pastor Mary Laymon. To learn 
more about this program email Mary 

at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

continued from page one… 

The children will “perform” a 
couple of the songs they have 
learned in Music class (this 
performance is always the 
highlight of the evening). The 
celebration of Halloween (always 
a favorite holiday) includes a 
Halloween parade, a performance by the STNS players (the NS 
staff) and Halloween parties. The four-year-old classes go back in time 
when they visit Valley View’s historic farmhouse, and learn what 
the world was like without Kroger, ovens, running water, I pads, etc. 
Thanksgiving is a wonderful opportunity to have a discussion about 
what thankfulness means, and celebrate the holiday by sharing a 
traditional feast with our classmates. 

The first session of our enrichment classes also begins in the fall 
( October 4th). The courses being offered this fall include Learning 
through Art, Pizza and Picasso, and Inner Peace for children! Lunch 
Bunch (which is held on Wednesdays) also begins in October. 
Additional information about the classes is available in the Nursery 
School office or in the forms holder at the end of the hallways. 

As always, please feel to contact me anytime with questions, concerns, 
feedback, etc. Our goal is to create an environment and provide the 
opportunities that will make your child’s pre-school experience as 
enriching, fun, nurturing and educational as possible! 

Blessings, 

Emily Keiser 
Director
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Brahms Requiem for All Souls’
Sundays, Nov. 13th at 5pm & Nov. 20th at 2pm
The combined choirs of  St. Thomas and Church of  the 
Redeemer (Hyde Park) will present two performances 
of  Johannes Brahm’s Ein Deutsches Requiem in November. 
On November 13th at 5pm, this profound work will 
be sung at St. Thomas as part of  Evensong. One week 
later, on November 20th, the choirs will sing the work 
in a concert offered at Redeemer. Literally meaning “A 
German Requiem,” the piece is often also referred to 
as “the people’s Requiem” - due its focus on comforting 
the bereaved, rather than the souls of  the departed and 
being sung in the vernacular. This work will be presented 
in a special arrangement for chamber orchestra. For 
information on becoming a member of  the Parish Choir 
at St. Thomas and a chance to sing this stunning work, 
please contact Carlton Monroe at (513) 831.2052 or by 
email at cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Bach Vespers
Sunday, October 16th at 5pm
The Bach Ensemble will feature baritone Jonathan 
Cooper and the May Festival Youth Chorus as part of  
the Bach Vespers service on Sunday, Oct. 16, at 5pm at 
St. Thomas Church. The featured cantata is Ich will den 
Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56, written for baritone, two 
oboes, english horn, strings and continuo. BEST oboist 
Dwight Parry will be feature on a oboe obligato solo.
Joining the BEST for the first time is the May Festival 
Youth Chorus, James Bagwell, Director. The MFYC will 
sing an extended musical prelude to the service, starting at 
5pm. Prior to the service at 4:30pm, musicologist Douglas 
Easterling will present a Pre-Vespers Talk in the church 
parlor. Please join the BEST for the most unique musical 
and spiritual experience in our region.

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Music Lessons with CCM Prep
Register now for lessons!
The College-Conservatory of  Music Preparatory 
Department will be expanding its offerings at our Satellite 
location this fall. We currently offer lessons in piano, 
voice, and cello. We are looking at adding violin, guitar, 
a Beginner Voice Class, and a Beginner Guitar Class. For 
more information contact CCM Prep at ccm.uc.edu/
prep or contact Dr. Monroe at St. Thomas.

Cincinnati Children’s Choir
Satellite Location at St. Thomas!
St. Thomas will once again host a Satellite location for the 
Cincinnati Children’s Choir. This 8 - 10 week program for 
children in grades 3 - 6 is meant to provide an introduction 
to choral music and the philosophies of  the Cincinnati 
Children’s Choir. Tuition for the satellite choir program 
is $160 per session. A uniform shirt, and digital audio 
recording of  the CCC December concert is included in 
your tuition payment.
Registration is NOW OPEN for our Fall Satellite Choir 
session (October-December). No audition necessary! 
To register, visit CincinnatiChoir.org.

St. Thomas Concert Series
Musical performances throughout the year
We are delighted to welcome the following ensembles for 
concerts and festivals this season:

Saturday, November 5th at 7pm
The Lynx Project - www.lynxproject.org
Saturday, December 3rd at 7:30pm
The Catacoustic Consort - www.catacoustic.com
Monday, December 19th at 7:30pm
Sing-Along Messiah with the Bach Ensemble
Sunday, May 21st at 3pm
Cincinnati Choral Society - cincinnatichoralsociety.org
Saturdays, November 19th & April 29th
Queen City Piano Festival
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Voice For Life
A reflection on our music programs by Dr. Carlton Monroe

“Voice for Life” is the title of  the music curriculum designed by the 
Royal School of  Church Music that the St. Thomas choristers use 
for training. The other day I was reflecting on this, and following a 
conversation with my friend and musician Pat Matchette, I realized 
how much we really do hold to that creed here in our splendid church.

Music abounds at St. Thomas. It is a part of  our weekly lives in 
worship, in the nursery school, in formation, in our outreach. It spans 
time, space, and generations.

I am grateful to visit the nursery school several times a month to lead Joyful Noise classes to our youngest members 
(ages 3-5). Our liturgical choral program has offerings that pick up there: the Allegro Choir (gr. K-2), the Choristers 
(gr. 3-6), and the Parish Choir (gr. 7-adults). And Pat and her crew of  “Super Singers” keep the music going, 
singing jazz, spirituals, and Broadway tunes for our most experienced singers!

I really believe that the part of  the value in music is that when we learn how to be musicians, at any level, we are 
learning something that stays with us for a lifetime. Parish Choir member Tom Seward shared with me a few 
weeks ago at a rehearsal that that night was his 50th anniversary of  singing with a church choir. 50 years ago to 
the day, his father invited him to come sing with the boychoir at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Akron. Tom was 
reluctant, because that night was also the premiere of  a little T.V. show called “Star Trek.” His father said, “Just 
come for one night and see.” The rest is, as they say, history.

Voice for life, indeed!

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Guest Artists, Lynx present “Voices from Beyond the Grave”
Saturday, November 5th at 7pm

Lynx Project is so excited to return to St. Thomas to kick off their second 
season of  performances. Experience classical music in a surprising and 
innovative setting with Lynx’s Project’s Voices from Beyond the Grave on 
Saturday, November 5th at 7pm. Megan Moore, Caitleen Kahn, 
Steven Humes, and Florence Mak will be joining forces to share some 
of  the spookiest repertoire art song has to offer, because Halloween 
shouldn’t last just one day!

This group of  three singers and a pianist met while completing graduate 
degrees at the Eastman School of  Music. They are committed to crafting 
interesting and unique concert programs that bring the genre of  art 
song — texts set to music for voice and piano — to a wider audience.

Suggested contribution for admission is $10, and seats can be reserved online at lynxproject.org. An after-party 
will be held just down the road at 50W Brewery (7668 Wooster Pike, Cincinnati, OH 45227) from 9pm to 
midnight, where audience members can meet and chat with the artists while enjoying food and drink! Join us for 
an unforgettable night of  music and fun!
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COMMEMORATIVE BACH VESPERS*
Sunday, September 11th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Bach Choir
Bach: Wachet! betet! betet! wachet!, BWV 70
Bach: O Jesu, Christ, mein’s Lebens Licht, BWV 118
Bach: “Agnus Dei” from Messe in h-moll, BWV 232

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

MESSIAH SING-ALONG
Sing along with the Bach Ensemble!
Monday, December 19th, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church: Parish Hall
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Handel: Messiah, Part 1 & other excerpts

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION SERVICE
A sung rendition of  the Passion narrative
Good Friday, April 14th, 7pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Choir
Schutz: Johannes-Passion, SWV 481 

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, October 16th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The May Festival Youth Chorus
Bach: Ich will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, November 27th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Choristers
Bach: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 62

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 15th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The Cincinnati Camerata
Bach: Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort, BWV 126

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, February 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Parish Choir & Choristers
Bach: Gleichwie der Regen und Schnee, BWV 18

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, March 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Aus Tiefen rufe ich, Herr, zu dir, BWV 131

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, May 7th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Wo gehest du hin?, BWV 166

BACH VESPERS FOR PENTECOST
Sunday, June 4th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Parish Choir
Bach: Erschallet, ihr Lieder, erklinget, ihr Saiten!, BWV 172

*Dedicated on the 15th anniversary of  the September 11th attacks to the memory of  all those who lost their lives that day.
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Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays from 10:45am until Noon (returns September 12th)

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open 
to all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV 
series, Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried 
on PBS across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Prayers & Prose: “Wisdom” Series
Tuesdays from 6 to 8pm in the Parish Hall

“It is most important of all to do everything we 
can to nurture our spiritual intelligence. It is our 
only genuine source of hope, direction, meaning 

and comfort.” (Foreword, The Wisdom Way of  Knowing)

If  your spirit hungers for a sacred 
experience that transcends rule 
keeping, moral teaching of  right 
and wrong, loyalty to a religious 
institution, or dealing with faith 
only within strict limits, join 
Pastor Mary for conversations 
based on the collection of  books 
written by the Episcopal priest, 
Cynthia Bourgeault. We will 
explore the Wisdom tradition and how these ancient 
spiritual teachings can challenge and offer us practical 
tools for living a more conscious, holy life.

Schedule & Topics
The Wisdom Way of  Knowing
September 13th to November 15th
The Wisdom Jesus
January 6th to February 21st
The Meaning of  Mary Magdalene
March 7th to April 11th
The Holy Trinity and the Law of  Three
April 18th to June 6th

“Gifts of  Imperfection” Retreat
February 6th to 10th, 2017 
at Transfiguration Spirituality Center

While Shame is a universal experience, some 
people hold onto themselves more easily 
when shame washes over them. These folks 
live all around healthier lives and experience 
more vibrant relationships. It turns out they 
share 10 characteristics in common. In this 
retreat we will explore these guideposts for 
Wholehearted Living using practical, hands-
on experiences. Registration limited to 20 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a 
spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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SoulCollage® Workshop
Sundays from 12:30 to 3:30pm (first Sundays of  the month)

Creativity is an essential practice to move what we “know” about God 
from our head, to an experience of  “knowing” God with our heart. 
Soul Collage is a creative process that helps us hear the quiet voice 
of  God within us that leads us to healing, insight and wholeness. Join 
us once a month for open Studio Time to create prayer cards and 
learn how to use them to deepen our walk with God and ourselves. 

November 6th – Gratitude 
Gratitude gives us perspective. Our brain is wired to hear the 
problem, rather than the blessings. We notice our flaws more than our gifts. This month, we invite our soul to 
remind us of  the best in ourselves. What images convey our wisdom, compassion, patience, creativity, leadership, 
etc? We will create cards to convey our gratitude for these luminous, but sometimes overlooked pieces of  our soul. 

December 4th – Connection
We are created for connection…with God, one another, 
ourselves. Connection requires vulnerability… allowing 
ourselves to be seen. Christmas is our celebration 
of  God’s Holy Vulnerability. God’s deep longing for 
connection with us resulted in Jesus birth, Emmanuel, 
God with Us. What in you longs for deeper connection? 
What in you needs to be seen, vulnerable, to experience 
this connection? Your soul knows. Let it speak to you in 
image, and lead you home to Love. 

Email Pastor Mary at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org 
to learn more about this practice.

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Save the date!
“Rising Strong” Retreat
February 10th to 12th, 2017
at Transfiguration Spirituality Center

If  you participated in the 
Brené Brown series “The 
Gifts of  Imperfection” 
and would like to 
take the next step in 
Wholehearted Living, 
join Pastor Mary for 
a weekend retreat on 
Brené Brown’s most 
recent book “Rising 

Strong.” We will study what Brené Brown 
learned about how the wholehearted rise 
strong after failure. You will leave the 
retreat with practical tools to engage those 
moments in your life when living brave 
leads to struggle. Registration limited to 20 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim 
a spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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The
Bach Ensemble

of st. thomas

Timeless music today

October 16  at 5  PM

St .  Thomas  Ep i s copa l  Church
100  Miami  Avenue ,  Te r r a ce  Pa rk ,  Ohio
(513 )  831.2052   •   o f f i c e@st thomasep i s copa l .o rg

w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

Now featuring

PRE-VESPERS 
LECTURE

at 4:30pm

Cantata:
Ich will den Kreuzstab 
gerne tragen, BWV 56

‘Sunlight on a Stormy Sea’ by Bonaventura Peeters,
National Maritime Museum
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Introducing: The Great CHRISTMAS Caper
Saturday, December 10th in the Parish Hall

New name, same great event!
Selling beautifully decorated and delicious cookies is just part of  what the 
Christmas Caper has to offer. We have candies, jams and jellies, canned good, 
coffee and treats for our furry friends, children’s crafts, music and a raffle to 
benefit IPM, so it’s time to change the name to include all we have to offer! 

How can we get involved?
We are looking for bakers to make Christmas cookies to sell. Please sign up 
to make a family recipe that brings back memories or a favorite festive cookie 
that is a crowd favorite!

The IPM raffle will feature beautifully decorated gift card trees and special gift baskets. We are looking for gift 
cards to place on the trees. If  you have gift cards to donate, please put them in an envelope and send them to the 
church main office c/o Christmas Caper.

If  you would like to volunteer or have questions, please call Toni Nevins at 513.429.2479 or email her at 
nevins4760@aol.com. What a great way to get into the Christmas spirit!

T h e  G r e a t  C h r i s t m a s  C a p e r

Annual Showtime Luncheon
Wednesday, November 16th, Parish Hall

12pm - Show    1pm - Boxed Lunch

You are all invited to our Annual Showtime Luncheon.Our SUPERSINGERS are the opening act with some 
new versions of old Broadway favotires. Then the Junior League Choral Group its new revue: One More 
Time. This 35 member chorus will give 25 performances this season, entertaining Seniors at various 
venues. So 65 singers await your arrival at noon for an entertaining afternoon.

Boxed lunch available with $10.00 check made out to “St. Thomas” sent by November 11th to Pat 
Matchette, 10 Hickory View Lane, Milford, Ohio 45150.

The SUPERSINGERS! The Junior League Choral Group
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H o u s i n g  M i n i s t r y  U p d a t e

Habitat for Humanity
Dedication on Saturday, October 22nd

Save the Date!  Saturday, October 22nd will be the dedication and 
“Habitation” for the two houses St. Thomas helped build this summer 
as part of  the East Side Coalition of  Habitat for Humanity of  Greater 
Cincinnati.  With two single story homes this summer, the build was 
actually completed early and we needed to wait for finally grade-work 
and professional finishing work like driveways.  Thank you to Dr. Mike 
Getz and our own Junior Warden, Jim Davis who helped lead this 
summer’s build team from St. Thomas.  With a great team of  builders 
and support volunteers we were make a difference and make the dream of  home ownership a reality for two 
families.  Exact details on the Habitation will be forthcoming in coming announcements as soon as they are 
available.  Congratulations team and well done!

Thomaston Woods & Meadows
Harvest Dinner on October 30th at 6pm

This past month saw even more enhancements for our residents.  Community 
Rooms in both Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows received updated 
furniture, and thanks to generous donations, residents of  Thomaston Meadows 
have additional exercise equipment and the Early Childhood Montessori Center 
have new tables and chairs.  As the Fall gets underway, we also were able to 
strengthen an ecumenical partnership for additional children’s programs as well 
as the after school program resuming with our continued arrangement with 
Clermont Recovery Center.  We are seeing greater participation with Bible Study 
at Thomaston Meadows and the monthly Community Dinner (the last Sunday of  
the month).  In October, we have a special Dinner Resident gathering planned: 
Our Harvest & Halloween Spooktucular!  We could use a few more hands to join 
the fun and help with games and fellowship that evening – perhaps that could be you and your own family joining 
us?  We’d love to have you join us on October 30th at 6pm.  For more information, contact Fr. Darren by email at 
Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call the church office at (513) 831-2052.

Volunteer Opportunities:

• Community Dinner & Fellowship hosts (last Sunday evening of  the month)

• Children’s Program one Saturday morning a month

• After School tutoring (2x per month on Wednesday afternoons)

• Monthly Fellowship & Bingo with our seniors at Thomaston Meadows 

• Join us for our Monthly Lunch for Thomaston Meadows (3rd Wednesday of    
 the month)

• Participate in Weekly Bible Study with seniors at Thomaston Meadows    
 (Wednesdays at 11:30am)
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e L ECT IONS
to be held at St .  Thomas

“Just Politics and not just politics”

This powerful quip was offered by Jim Wallis the founder of  Sojourners. It continues to remind me 
of  the prayer our Prayer Book offers for elections:

“Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people 
of  the United States (or of  this community) in the election of  officials and representatives; that, 
by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of  all may be protected and our nation be 
enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

~Book of  Common Prayer, p. 822

Just a reminder that on Election Day (November 8th) St. Thomas will be a polling place 
for the three precincts of  Columbia Township (The Village of  Terrace Park still votes at the 
Community Center).

New Year’s Retreat
December 30th to 31st, 2016

What are the Celebrations and Challenges of  2016? 
What new thing is God calling you to in 2017? 

Mark your calendars 
for this annual 
spiritual reflection 
on the year. We will 
gather at the Jesuit 
Spiritual Center 
in Milford. There is 
room for 8 people 
to spend the night, 
and no limit on 
commuters. 

Cost: $50 for commuters, $100 to spend the 
night. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a spot at 
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

S T.  T H O M A S
D I N N E R  C L U B

Third Thursdays at six o’clock (Oct. 20 & Nov. 17)

The St. Thomas 
Dinner Club meets 
the third Thursday 
of every month. We 
enjoy a lovely dinner 
and companionable 
conversation in the 
quiet atmosphere of the Terrace Park Country 
Club. A choice from two entrees is offered (watch 
Sunday Bulletin for these) each month. Social 
time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner is served at 
6:30 p.m. Cost $23.50. Please make reservations 
by forwarding check (made out to St. Thomas 
Church) to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills Dr., 
Milford 45150.We invite you to join us!
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S e r v i c e  S c h e d u l e

Taizé Prayer
Sundays at 6pm (monthly)
Prayerfully unwind after a busy week. Reflective readings and 
prayers invite moments of  meditation as the beautiful songs 
that make Taizé so unique envelope you. As participatory 
as you would like, Taizé offers a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
of  worship quite unlike anything else. Upcoming services are on 
September 4th, October 2nd and November 6th.

Sung Eucharist, Rite I
Sundays at 8am
Our first service of  the day draws on some of  our most 
cherished texts, with beautiful language hearkening back to 
the one of  the earliest versions of  the Book of  Common Prayer 
in 1662. This service includes hymns, prayers and sharing of  
communion.

Bach Vespers
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas for a reflective evening 
of  worship, focused through the lens of  the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Beyond aesthetic beauty, the music of  Bach 
draws on a knowledge of  scripture rivaled by just a handful of  
composers. Bach’s music is so infused with religious fervor that 
it is almost impossible to separate Bach the Christian from 
Bach the composer. Season begins September 11th!

Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sundays at 10:15am
This principal service of  The Episcopal Church also draws 
on this historic tradition, though in Rite II the language is 
modernized. Our 10:15 service also features hymns, prayer 
and communion, but we also sing the portions of  the musical 
mass setting (Gloria, Sanctus & Fraction). On top of  this our 
choir offer one or two sung anthems a week.

‘Come as you are’ Worship
Sundays at 7pm
Our third service of  the day draws on the same Episcopal 
traditions as our morning services. For this service we are 
joined by an acoustic trio of  musicians who lead a style of  
hymnody and song based on the rich variety musical traditions 
of  North America. Sometimes quiet and contemplative, 
sometimes energetic, this candlelit service is an ideal way to 
close (or begin!) your week.
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11, c: (513) 448.7999
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, c: (215) 630.1091
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jasongunnell@gmail.com

Claudia Potter
Bookkeeper, Ext. 19
cpotter@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Communications Coordinator, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: Taizé Prayer (6pm) & Bach Vespers (5pm)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm

OCTOBER 2016
10/2 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 21)
10/2 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 26)
10/6 to 10/10 - Lifetouch Photography (see page 7)
10/8 - Habitat Build Day
10/13 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 13)
10/16 - Bach Vespers (see page 19)
10/16 - Youth Service Project
10/20 - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 25)
10/20 - STNS Pumpkin Carving Night (see page 15)
10/22 - Habitat Dedication (see page 24)
10/30 - Thomaston Woods Dinner (see page 24)

NOVEMBER 2016
11/5 at 7pm - Lynx Guest Artist Concert (see page 18)
11/6 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 26)
11/6 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 21)
11/8 - Election Day (see page 25)
11/9 - Book Group begins new session (see page 7)
11/10 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 12)
11/13 - Pledge Sunday (see page 4)
11/13 at 5pm - Brahms Requiem for All Souls (see page 5)
11/13 - Youth Service Project
11/16 at noon - Annual Showtime Luncheon (see page 23)
11/17 at 6pm - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 25)
11/21 - STNS Thanksgiving Feasts (see page 15)
11/27 at 9:15am - Advent Wreath Making (see page 10)
11/27 at 5pm - Bach Vespers (see page 19)

DECEMBER 2016
12/3 at 7:30pm - Catacoustic Consort Concert (see page 17)
12/4 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 21)
12/4 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 26)
12/8 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 13)
12/11 - Youth Service Project
12/10 - The Great Christmas Caper (see page 23)
12/17 - Advent Quiet Day (see page 12)
12/19 at 7:30pm - Messiah Sing-Along
12/30 to 12/31 - New Year’s Retreat (see page 25)



N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

M
IL

FO
R

D
, O

H
IO

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

.1
2

A
dd

re
ss

 S
er

vi
ce

 R
eq

ue
st

ed

St
. T

ho
m

as
 E

pi
sc

op
al

 C
hu

rc
h

10
0 

M
ia

m
i A

ve
nu

e,
Te

rr
ac

e 
Pa

rk
, O

H
 4

51
74

(5
13

) 
83

1.
20

52

Co
me

, w
ors

hi
p wi

th 
us!

A
ffi

x 
m

ai
lin

g
la

be
l h

er
e.


