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Thomaston Woods Montessori Program
Submitted by Beth Bronsil

“Any child who is self-sufficient, who can tie his shoes, 
dress or undress himself, reflects in his joy and sense of 

achievement the image of human dignity which is derived 
from a sense of independence.” ~Maria Montessori

The Thomaston Woods Montessori School started its second year on 
October 7, 2015 and ended on July 26, 2016. Twenty children were 
registered for the morning class and four of  the children stayed for the 
afternoon class. We had a total of  ten children registered for the afternoon 
class.

The children are encouraged to care for all areas of  the classroom. This 
provides a sense of  knowing that this is their space and they take pride in 
knowing how do things for themselves and for members of  the community.

Residents from Thomaston Woods and members from St. Thomas church 
came to read to the children. This was a wonderful opportunity for children 
to have one-on-one experience with an adult and an interesting book.

We were fortunate to have many enriching experiences for the children. 
On Tuesday morning, April 26 the Constella Festival presented a musical 
performance of  Stone Soup.

Sandra Gross had the children make houses in their community. It was 
part of  a display at the Brazee Glass Studio in Oakley. Thomaston Woods 
was one of  the fifteen schools to participate in this project.

 The children planted seeds and started a garden with tomatoes, peppers, 
and flowers. Residents of  Thomaston Woods will care for the garden 

Above: children scrub the tables & chairs.  

Above: a resident and one of  the children share a story

Above: children enjoy a variety of  enrichment activities 
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during August and September and can enjoy the fruits of  the garden.

We planted butterfly bushes and released our butterflies to enjoy the 
garden.

If  you visit the classroom you will find that many of  the practical life 
activities involve clothes washing, dish washing, baby washing, rock 
scrubbing, table scrubbing and many other activities that help the child 
develop hand eye coordination. The children enjoy both the large water 
activities that involve a lot of  water as well as the smaller activities that 
have beautiful glass objects that the children handle with care. They use 
real cups and dishes to fix their snack. In two years we have only lost one 
cup and one small teapot. I broke the cup!

The children enjoy many other activities in the classroom. They discover 
many new ways to use material. Many times you will hear a child shout, 
“I made orange!” as they mix the yellow and red paint at the easel. 

Parent Visiting Day is a time when the child becomes the teacher. This 
year grandparents joined the fun of  learning how to use the material in 
the environment.

We enjoy having volunteers to read to the children. If  you are interested 
please send E-mail to Beth Bronsil at bethbronsil@aol.com. Our next 
session begins on October 4. 2016.

“The art of Montessori, which simply means finding the best 
way to help the child himself become what he was meant to 

become from the first moment of conception, is an art that joins 
home and school. That means parent and teacher supporting 

one another in their responsibility to the life of the child.”
~Maria Montessori

Above: music and movement with Sarah Elin

Above: planting butterfly bushes in the garden

Above: children become the teachers on Parent Visit Day

Above & below: children are responsible for using and 
cleaning real cups &  dishes for their snacks

Volunteer
at Thomaston WoodS

Last Sundays of  the Month, St. Thomas volunteers provide a 
community meal for the residents of  Thomaston Woods and 
Meadows, helping families make connections in the community 
and make ends meet. This is a great opportunity for fellowship 
and to help build community. Different ministry groups or families 
from St. Thomas help make a place at the table each month for 
the residents there. Can you help with this meal?

We also need leaders for the Bible Study (11:30am on Wednesdays) 
with the seniors of  Thomaston Meadows. We also need help in 
mentorship for Thomaston Woods’ young people. This might 
take the form of  homework guidance or other practical assistance.

We’d love for you to be a part of  this incredible ministry. Contact 
Amy Elberfeld (aelberfeld109@gmail.com) or Fr. Darren 
(Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org) for more information.


