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Behold the Beauty and Inspiration of Easter
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Faith Matters

Good News Changing Everything

W

hat we celebrate with Easter is more than a beautiful day, single
event, or even a number of Sundays. Easter is nothing short of
our identity and direction We are Easter People. Easter proclaims
something truly extraordinary. We boldly proclaim Good News — news that
changes everything we are experiencing now and news that sets into motion a
new future. This news is so good because it is about wholeness and fullness of
life — good because it is intended for all. Part of the Good News of Easter is
that this new and right life has begun in all of us. It is beckoning to be released
so that it begins to reset and reorder how we can see ourselves and others, how
we think, what we can prioritize and reorder, and ultimately — how we act.
As Easter people, we are forever looking forward far more than we are looking
The Rev. Darren Elin
backward, not because we don’t honor the past, for we do; we just have something
more than what we have built for ourselves as the basis of our identity and direction. We live our lives in a way
that we prepare and eagerly await what God is about to do next just as much as what we are experiencing now. As
Easter people, we can no longer simply reduce our life to the way in which society says we should define ourselves,
but rather from the basis of who we are as God’s People and what
God is asking us to become still. For me, the Resurrection makes
Easter is nothing short of our identity
it clear that God is not finished and there’s still more to do. This
and direction. We are Easter People.
is part of what makes Easter such a gift for us as individuals as well
as what it means to be St. Thomas into tomorrow.
As you read on in this Eastertide edition of Tidings, you can see opportunities to celebrate where we are as
a community and even more, what God is constituting, beckoning forward with new life. One great example
will be on April 29th when our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Breidenthal, will be with us for our parish visitation. This is a day to celebrate an outward sign of the grace of some of our youth to live into their
Baptism as young adults, discovering new aspects of their spiritual lives as well as leadership in their church
home. It is, at the same time, an opportunity to reflect with our Bishop about how God is moving us into
the future. We have prayerfully listened and considered new directions in such areas as our housing ministries, youth and family ministry, and the Faith, Family and Future Initiative, and it is exciting to consider how
God is still moving in and through us in ever new ways.
As we live into the 50 days of Easter that culminates with Pentecost, I invite you to consider just how this
new life is beckoning for you and the ministry we share here at St. Thomas. Perhaps that tug of the heart, the
nudge of the Holy Spirit, is inviting you to consider exploring a new ministry such as the new class of Stephen
Ministry that will be starting this Eastertide. Perhaps it is to step out and share in the experience of Mountain
T.O.P. or some of our Habitat for Humanity work days. Perhaps it is to come and see, learn and then share in
the joyful ministry we share at Thomaston Woods & Thomaston Meadows. Perhaps it is to step-away and
experience one of the Family Camp weeks this year at Procter, or join the fun here with VBS or one of our
other day camps. Easter calls forth new life and, as you will read, St. Thomas is all but bursting with ways to
share this Good News changing everything.
Wishing you a happy and blessed Eastertide,

513.448.7999 | darren@stthomasepiscopal.org
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God is Always Present

Whatever We Are Doing and Wherever We Are

T

he children of St. Thomas
Church have spent the winter
months growing together in
friendship while learning about the
presence of God in the lives of the
ancient people of God.
God’s presence was felt during the
Exodus when the Pharaoh finally let
God’s people go, and in the crossing
of the Red Sea. God was with Moses
as he struggled to understand the Ten
Commandments. Moses felt God’s
presence as he received the instructions
for building a tabernacle for worship.
God was present at the building of the
great temple, the fall of Jerusalem, the
Exile of the People from their homeland,
and finally, the return from exile.
In our lives today, God’s presence is felt
in the joys and challenges that we face:
in relationships with friends and family
members, in school work, as we deal with
bullies, membership on sports teams and
in clubs, our pets, celebrations, and the
daily activities of our lives. Whatever
we are doing and wherever we are, God
is there! We are loved, nurtured, and

protected by His presence.
With the coming of spring and summer,
I look forward to spending more time
with our children in the Godly Play
classroom. I am so excited about our
future together as we continue to grow
in God’s amazing love.

P.S. I will need volunteers for May
through August in our classroom (Yes,
we will meet in the summer!). Sign
up sheets will be on the Godly Play
bulletin board.
Happy Spring, Everyone!
— Linda Swensson
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Youth and Family Ministry
Confirmation in the Spring

I

t’s that glorious time of year when
we are celebrating the Lenten
season that has just come to an
end with rejuvenation, renewal and
a desire to continue our pursuit of a
deeper relationship with Christ. We
enthusiastically wait for the warm
weather to stay and come out of our
winter slumber, both physically and
emotionally. With new energy in
bloom, I can’t resist looking back at the
Program Year and feel excited for the
changes that are taking shape in the new
growth of Youth and Family Ministry.
It has been a whirlwind of a year, starting
with my new position and realizing I
would be on child care leave soon after
it began, then returning as Y&FM
leader while beginning my personal
transition into parenthood. There have
been hurdles to overcome, but many
blessings and a whole new appreciation
of working with the youth and families
here at St. Thomas. With every passing
day, I feel my footing and dedication
getting stronger as our programming
continues to grow.
As everyone begins to plan summer
schedules and graduation parties, I
encourage you to find time to pray for our
Confirmands who will be making their
sacrament of Confirmation on April
29th. We currently have nine high school
students, who have been active in a variety
of ways, preparing for this meaningful
event. Some have consistently attended
Sunday morning formation classes,
others have continued in their service and
leadership through worship, and all were
able to commit to a full day Confirmation
Retreat in early March.
Confirmation in the spring is the
perfect season to celebrate a new sense

of love and appreciation for the year
that has passed and anticipation for
what is to come. However, what does
Confirmation mean for the following
months and years ahead? Do any of us
think about our Confirmation after the
service? Should we view Confirmation
as a “graduation”? In my view, the
answer is a big NO!
Confirmation is not only a special event,
a sacramental rite, it is our opportunity
to say, “I want to continue to grow and
do better.” I pray for a continued desire
for not just our Confirmands, but for all
of us at St. Thomas to continue to grow
and do better, to live into an ever stronger
commitment and deeper relationship
with Christ. Checking it off the to do list is
a great feeling, but the continuous effort
of having confirmed your faith everyday,
whether it be through involvement,
prayer, or evangelism, is even greater.
I look forward to continuing to grow
together with the whole St. Thomas
family, and I hope that the summer
months will bring a flexibility to
everyone’s schedule where we can build
relationships through more fellowship
with one another! There are yet to be
definite dates, but after some discussions
with the teens, the programming will
not by any means come to an end. Please
keep an eye out for updated calendar
dates with activities and service projects
for all to be a part of!
I am currently looking at the second
Sunday of each month during the
summer to provide a form of fellowship
or service. While I am firming up the
dates, please mark your calendars for
the following days and stay tuned for
MORE TO COME!
— Jessica Knochelmann

Youth & Family Ministry Dates
April 29 Confirmation
May 6
Confirmation party		
May 13
Senior Recognition
June 10
Youth Service or fellowship
June 23-30 Mountain T.O.P
July 16-20 Vacation Bible School
July 21-28 Mountain T.O.P.
Aug. 1-4 Procter Family Camp
(register online!)
Aug. 12
Youth Service or fellowship
Aug. 19
Mass on the Grass
Sept. 9
Program 2018-2019 begins!
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Vespers
Schedule
Every Sunday at 5 p.m.
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Service of Light
Service of Light
Service of Light
Bach Vespers
Service of Light

May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Service of Light
Service of Light
Service of Light
Bach Vespers

Music Lessons
with CCM Prep
Register now for lessons!
St. Thomas, in partnership with
the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music’s
Preparatory Department, offers
private instruction in voice, piano
and now GUITAR! Lessons are
conveniently offered at St. Thomas
under the guidance of outstanding
faculty. Lessons available for all ages
and ability levels. To register, contact
Jason Gunnell at gunneljn@mail.
uc.edu, or register at ccm.uc.edu/
prep.html.

Sunday Evening Vespers
From Bach to Celtic Inspiration

S

t. Thomas offers an evening worship service every Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Once a month, this service
takes the form of Bach Vespers. During
the remaining Sundays we offer our
Vespers Service of Light.

Bach Vespers

Our Bach Vespers service is
once a month and combines
the tradition of evening prayer
with the spiritual treasury that
is the cantatas of Johann Sebastian Bach, as well as music from his musical ancestors and heirs. Our service typically features a single cantata as the focal
point for our prayers. We strive to reflect
not only on the words and their meaning,
but also on the immense beauty of our
God-given world, and the creative spirit
which fuels both this music’s composition
and performance. This is part of the Bach
Ensemble of St. Thomas’s (BEST) 200 in
20 Project with the goal of performing all
of Bach’s sacred cantatas over the course of
20 years. It includes performances by professional musicians, soloists, and our exceptional Parish Choir. The service follows
the outline of Anglican evening prayer and
consists of an invitation, readings, canticles, and chanted prayers. Following this,
we listen to a spoken reflection and the
cantata chosen for the day.
You can go deeper into the music by
joining us at 4:30 p.m. before each
Bach Vespers for a Pre-Vespers Talk led
by Musicologist Douglas Easterling.
Douglas will lead a 20-minute talk to
offer historical and religious context to
the music for that Vespers.
Bach Vespers: Sunday, April 22
J. S. Bach’s Cantata 112, Der Herr its
main getreuer Hirt (“The Lord is my faithful Shepherd”).

Bach Vespers: Sunday, May 27
J. S. Bach’s Cantata 194, Höchsterwünschtes Freudenfest (“Welcome Joyous Festal Day”).

Vespers Service of Light

Our Vespers Service of
Light is our Celtic-inspired
evening service. It is a time
of self-reflection — a space
to sit with God and listen. There are candles lit
for special concerns, extended meditation with silent prayer, chants, and
instrumental music that expresses
the hauntingly beautiful melodies of
the ancient Celtic traditions.
It incorporates ancient rituals that began centuries ago based on Celtic traditions. It is a way to prayerfully greet the
evening and give thanks for the day that
has passed.
With a few exceptions, our Service of
Light Vespers includes Holy Communion
as well as instrumental acoustic music
that features piano, guitar, and other instruments, contemporary arrangements
of timeless hymns and sacred songs, and
an intimate, relaxed atmosphere to connect with the divine.
A reflection is given about our own spirituality and experience of the divine.
Finally, a lengthened postlude of quiet,
music, during which congregants can remain in prayer, or be with a member of
our St. Thomas Prayer Team for prayers
of healing and wholeness.
This service allows us to invite into our
church home those who may be seeking
a different kind of spiritual experience.
We hope you’ll find peace during this
evening worship.
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Our Music Program
Ending a Successful Season

Easter Bach Vespers
The May Festival Youth Chorus
(MFYC), under the leadership of James
Bagwell, will join the Bach Ensemble
of St. Thomas for a Easter Bach Vespers on Sunday, April 22, 5:00 p.m. at
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The MFYC will sing a choral prelude to
the service, and will join with the BEST
in presenting J. S. Bach’s Cantata 112,
Der Herr its main getreuer Hirt (“The Lord
is my faithful Shepherd”). The cantata
was originally performed in Leipzig in
April of 1731, and is a reflection on two
biblical readings of Jesus in the image of
a shepherd. The pastoral nature of the
piece is enhanced with horns and oboes
d’amore.
Prior to the service, there will be a lecture in the church parlor with Xavier
faculty member Douglas Easterling, beginning at 4:30 p.m.
The MFYC, was organized in 1987 to
give high school students the opportunity to rehearse and perform challenging choral music in a highly stimulating
artistic environment. The group, sponsored by the Scripps Howard Foundation, rehearses weekly and performs annually in several area concert series and
the Cincinnati May Festival.
In addition to annual events, the MFYC
performs frequently with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and the Cincinnati Pops. Many students also sing with
adult May Festival Chorus members at
seasonal Riverbend Concerts. In 2007
the Youth Chorus was featured on
“From the Top,” the preeminent showcase for America’s best young musicians
on NPR and PBS.

Allegro Choir — Final Sunday Sing
The final Sunday Sing for the Allegro
Choir will take place on Sunday, April
22. All children in grades K-2 are welcome to join us for this musical opportunity. Rehearsals will be from 5:15–5:45
p.m. on April 12 and April 19.

May Bach Vespers
The last Bach Vespers of our 2018-2019
season will be on Sunday, May 27 at
5:00 p.m., when the Bach Choir & Ensemble sing J. S. Bach’s Cantata 194,
Höchsterwünschtes Freudenfest (“Welcome
Joyous Festal Day”). This monumental
work was written for Trinity Sunday and
is an amazingly demanding work for vocalists and instrumentalists.
This Vespers service will bring to a
close another remarkable season of the
Bach Vespers. Ending its sixth year, the
Bach Ensemble continues in its mission
to present the sacred cantatas on J. S.
Bach in their intended context of worship, for which they were written. The
Bach Vespers continues to be one of

the truly unique religious experiences
in the region.

Summer Choir
In past summers, St. Thomas has featured a “Family Choir” on select Sundays in June, July, and August. This summer we will “up the ante” by having a
Summer Choir, open to anyone ages 8
and up, on every Sunday in the summer.
Families are welcome to sing together,
choristers can invite their parents, Parish
Choir members can invite their friends,
to all come together in song.
The Summer Choir will meet each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the choir room to
learn a simple piece to sing for the offertory. The choir will not robe during
the service, but will sit together in the
choir stalls.
The Summer Choir will begin on Sunday, June 10 and sing through August
26. For more information, contact Carlton Monroe (cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org).
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Spirituality for Adults

Groups and Classes for Everyone

O

ur Monday Morning Men’s
Group meets at 7:15 a.m.
at Panera Bread in Eastgate.
Come for the fellowship, stay for the
conversation!

Parables were never meant to have just
one “right” interpretation. They’re
currently exploring Friedman’s Fables
by Edwin Friedman. These short tales
are provocative, humorous,
occasionally
outrageous,
and they can speak to us
on many different levels.
Come and join this read
and the conversation!
∑
Join us for Fr. Wes Hinton’s Bible Study
Class on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the
Hearth Room as we look at the earliest

Jewish/Christian Hymnal: the Psalms, as
well as other Biblical poetry. We’ll look
at the history behind them, what makes
them poetry, how they have inspired us,
etc. Join us and bring a friend.
∑
Faith & Literature meets on select
Thursdays throughout the year from
7-8 p.m. in the Parlor.
In April we’ll be exploring the New York
Times best seller, The Book of Joy: Lasting
Happiness in a Changing World by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, and Douglas Carlton
Abrams.
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, His Holiness
the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu have survived more than fifty years

The Gospel of John
It’s Not Like the Others

Classes meet on Sundays in April at
9:05 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
Even a casual reading of John’s Gospel reveals that it is just not like the
others. In fact, it’s so different that
some early Christians questioned its
orthodoxy! Yet, it has become the basis for much of Christian theology.
We’ve looked at the First Century in
which Jesus lived, how his Jewish followers perceived who he was, how their
ideas formed, up to the Jewish/Roman Wars. We saw how this upheaval
caused them to be removed from the
synagogues for their lack of orthodoxy.
Then, we learned about the beginning

of the writing of the gospels. After Easter Sunday, (April 8), we continue our
inspirational journey through The Seven Signs, unique to this gospel. Join us
and bring a friend.
For more information, please contact
Fr. Wes Hinton at 513.576.0103
wwwhinton@gmail.com

of exile and the soul-crushing violence of
oppression. Despite their hardships—or, as
they would say, because of them—they are
two of the most joyful people on the planet. They looked back on their long lives
to answer a single burning question: How
do we find joy in the face of life’s inevitable suffering? While collaborating on this
book, they traded intimate stories, teased
each other continually, and shared their
spiritual practices. By the end of a week
filled with laughter and punctuated with
tears, these two global heroes had stared
into the abyss and despair of our time and
revealed how to live a life brimming with
joy. They offer us the reflection of real lives
filled with pain and turmoil in the midst
of which they have been able to discover
a level of peace, of courage, and of joy to
which we can all aspire in our own lives.
• 4/5 and 4/19:
The Book of Joy
by the Dalai Lama and
Desmond Tutu
In May, we’ll conclude our season of Faith
& Literature with Searching for Sunday by
New York Times bestselling author, Rachel
Held Evans.
Noted Old Testament scholar and acclaimed author, Walter Brueggemann
says, “Evans has written a zinger of a
book. Grounded in the deep things
of faith, she writes in a vivid style and
transposes the claims of faith into compelling concrete narrative. Her book is
a forceful invitation to reconsider that
faith has been misunderstood as a package of certitudes rather than a relationship of fidelity.”
• 5/10, 5/17 and 5/24:
Searching for Sunday
by Rachel Held Evans
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Procter Summer Schedule
Family Camp I*
June 8-10 All ages
Session I
June 11-16 Entering 9-12 grade
Session 2
June 19-23 Entering 3-6 grade
Session 3
June 25-30 Entering 6-8 grade
Family Camp II*
July 12-15 All ages
Session 4: Leaders in Training July 12-21 Entering 10-graduated Seniors
Session 5
July 16-21 Entering 3-9 grade
Family Camp III*
August 1-4 All Ages
*Family Camp is an opportunity for the whole family to come and enjoy all the amenities
at Procter while being able to stay in the hotel-style conference center rooms with your family.
Please contact Jessica Knochelmann at jknochelmann@stthomasepiscopal.org,
513.520.9183 for more information.

Stephen Ministry

The Caregiver’s Compass
The Caregiver’s Compass is a common thread throughout the training
and service of Stephen Ministers. The
symbol in the center of the compass
is the Chi-Rho, an ancient symbol for
Christ. This reminds Stephen Ministers
of the Christ-centered nature of their
caring ministry. The four points of the
compass guide Stephen Ministers to be
compassionate, full of faith, skilled and
trustworthy.
The Stephen Minister Program at St.
Thomas is again seeking motivated,
growing Christians who enjoy people,
who want to care for others and share
their spiritual gifts with them, and who
are willing to be trained, to visit care receivers on a regular basis, and to participate in training and supervision sessions.
During April, one-on-one sessions will
be held to explore this ministry, and
training will begin in May. With the
Caregiver’s Compass as a guiding principle, training will cover topics such as
active listening, process vs. results in care
giving, assertiveness, confidentiality,
grief and loss, mental health issues, aging, issues around divorce and other relationship areas, and many other topics.

In addition to serving and ministering
to others, Stephen Ministers themselves
grow in faith and spirituality, develop
close bonds with their fellow Stephen
Ministers, and learn skills applicable to
all areas of life.
If this ministry appeals to you, please
contact Father Darren or one of the Stephen Leaders.
Fr. Darren:
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org
Bea Filimonov:
filimonovbea@yahoo.com
Patti Normile:
normilepatti@yahoo.com

Mission for Youth
and Adults

Save the Date and Register
Mountain T.O.P. is an interdenominational, non-profit Christian partnership dedicated to rural life ministry in the Cumberland Mountains of
Tennessee. It provides a week-long service project that St. Thomas has been
supporting for 38 years and includes
teens and adults from all ages. We
welcome all people to join us on this
spiritual journey as we offer Christ’s
love through the option of home repair or day camps, a life-changing experience as we grow through service.
Please choose from the following:
• June 23—30 FILLED
• July 21—28 (MTOP Week #7)
Service Project and Day Camp options
There are eight spots available for
the Week 7 (July 21-28) trip. Please
submit your registration form and
payment by Monday April 30th.
Unused spots will be forfeited on
May 1st. Friends and guests of the
parish are welcome to participate.
We need both youth and adult participants. Love God, love people – a
week “on the mountain” can change
your life! For more information
and registration, please contact
either Jessica Knochelmann at:
jknochelmann@stthomasepiscopal.org,
513.520.9183, or John Tiffany at
jctiffany@gmail.com, 513.646.9655
if you are interested in attending
or supporting one of these extraordinary week experiences. The registration form is available on the St
Thomas website.
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2018 St. Thomas Vacation Bible School
with Friends of the Groom Theater Company

Monday through Friday • July 16–20, 2018 • 9:00 a.m.–12:00 Noon
(With a final performance at 11:00 a.m. Friday)
Ages 4 (by Sept. 1) through 14
(Note: The 4 yr. old group will be limited to the first 24 who register.)
St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
100 Miami Ave. Terrace Park, Ohio
Come enjoy a week of theater activities, art projects, and music as we explore the stories of Biblical heroes and
heroines—especially the tale of three
brave men in Babylon who faced the
danger of a fiery furnace. On Friday
morning at 11:00 a.m., grades 1-8 will
perform selections from the musical
Fired Up! The Story of Shadrach, PayPal button after the form. (You
Meshach, and Abednego.
do NOT need to have a PayPal account to do this.) If you wish to pay
Cost: $45 per child, or $100 per fam- by check, mail the check to Friends
ily of 3 or more.
of the Groom, Box 5, Terrace Park,
Ohio 45174 or drop it off at the
We’re also looking for another very St. Thomas Church office at
important group: adult and high 100 Miami Ave, Terrace Park, Ohio,
school volunteers. There are two no later than July 9. (Checks should
ways to help:
be payable to St. Thomas Episcopal
1) We need “shepherds” to accom- Church and note “VBS” on the check.)
pany the children during daily activities. You don’t need to have a child Parent Information Schedule:
in the program to volunteer! (Nurs- Monday through Friday, July 16-20;
ery childcare is available to volun- 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Performance
teers.)
on Friday, July 20, at 11 a.m.
2) We need volunteers to help us
decorate before the week begins, and On Monday, July 16, bring your
volunteers to help us clean up on Fri- child(ren) to the registration tables
day after the performance.
in the Parish Hall. (Enter through
the door at the top of the wide steps
To register: Go to the church office, that face Miami Ave.) Come early on
or fill out a registration form online Monday so that you can complete
at friendsofthegroom.org/vbs-2018 your registration. All other days,
and submit it. You can then pay for bring your child(ren) to the first
registration via credit card using the floor gathering area (3 floors down)

by 9:00 a.m.. The children will receive their group assignment and
meet their leaders when they arrive.
Feel free to stay and watch the opening stories and music. We have a lot
of activities planned, so promptness
is appreciated. The daily program
concludes at 12:00 p.m. in the first
floor gathering area.
On Monday through Thursday, children should wear clothing suitable
for arts and crafts activities; and 1st8th graders should wear shoes that
tie or shoes with Velcro (i.e. not
sandals.) On Friday, 1st through 8th
graders should wear black pants or
blue jeans and shoes that tie or shoes
with Velcro.
Each child should bring the following items on Monday:
1. A white t-shirt labeled with their
name—The shirts will be dyed and used
for costumes at the final performance.
2. A laundry basket or box with your
child’s name on it. We will store
smocks, costumes and art projects in
the baskets during the week.
At 11:00 a.m. Friday, July 21st, there
will be a Grand Finale Performance
for families.
For more information, contact the
church office at 513-831-2052 or
Friends of the Groom at 513-8312859 (or check out our website at
www.friendsofthegroom.org.)
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Summer Camps
Updates Available at www.stthomasepiscopal.org/summer

Camp Bravo: CCM Music Theater Camp

Ages 7 to 14
June 25th to 29th, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Prepare yourself for applause, cheers and rave reviews with our musical theater
camp. Acquire the skills to become a triple threat with acting, dance, and voice
classes taught by the professional teaching artists of the CCM Preparatory. Take a
bow at the concluding performance at 3 p.m. on June 29th! Karie-Lee Sutherland,
director. Register at ccm.uc.edu/summer/youth-teen-programs/theatrearts or call
513.556.2595. Tuition: $300.

Curtains Up Theatre Camp

Ages 9 to 18
July 30th – Aug. 3rd,
Join the Friends of the Groom and experience the fun of taking a script from
page to stage in a week. We’ll be casting, rehearsing, and staging a one-act play to
be performed on the last day of camp. Learn essential acting skills, participate in
theater games and exercises, and have hands-on improv and ensemble work.
Call Friends of the Groom for information at 513.831.2859.

Vacation Bible School

Ages 4 to 14
July 16th to 20th, 9am to 12pm
Join the Friends of the Groom as we explore the story of Moses (and other Biblical
heroes and heroines) with a week of theater activities, art projects, and music. On
Friday, July 21st at 11a.m., grades 1-8 will perform selections from the musical Are We
There Yet? — a delightful rendition of the tale of Moses and the Exodus. Registration
forms are available in the church office, or on-line at www.friendsofthegroom.org/
vbs–2018. For more information, contact Friends of the Groom at 513.831.2859
or fog@fuse.net.

My Nose Turns Red Circus Camps

August 6th to 10th, 2018
Let your Child run away and join the circus at these great camps. Stilt walking,
rolling globe, manipulation, and more! Register at: www.mynoseturnsred.org.
For more info: rednose@fuse.net or (859) 581-7100. My Nose Turns Red is the
area’s only non-profit dedicated to youth circus, with more than 30 years experience
in arts education.
Circus Camp for 4-7 year olds:
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Camp performance on Friday at 11am.
Cost $125, Siblings $100. (Early bird discount by May 1st: $115/$90.)
Circus Camp for 7-16 year olds:
9am to 3pm. Camp performance on Friday at 2pm.
Cost: $225, siblings $200. (Early bird discount by May 1st: $210/$190.)
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Spring is Here!
provided by our terrific parents on
Thursday, April 26th. To give the teachers a little more time to relax and enjoy
their special lunch, we will dismiss AM
children that day at 11:15 a.m., and the
PM session will begin at 12:45 p.m.

ow wonderful it is to see and
hear the children out on the
playgrounds again! There is no
music as joyous as the sounds of the
children laughing, running and shrieking with delight as they play with their
friends. It brings a smile to all our faces!
In addition to being able to enjoy our
playgrounds, April will find us busy discovering the changes that occur during
the spring season. Sunrock Farm will
visit us on April 25th with baby animals
including a pig, lamb, goat, rabbit and
chicks. The children will have the opportunity to feed the animals from a bottle,
brush them, and even have a chick on
their head if they wish! Another favorite activity in the spring is observing the
metamorphosis of butterflies. The fouryear-old classes watch firsthand the process larvae goes through to become beautiful butterflies. Once the children have

observed the butterflies in their classrooms for a couple of days, they love releasing them into the trees of St. Thomas
(and many students later see “their” butterflies as they enter and leave school and
church, which is very exciting for them!)
The Nursery School staff is looking forward to the Spring Teacher Luncheon

Important Upcoming Dates
April 3
April 5
April 9
April 11
April 18
April 19
April 25
April 25
April 26

April 30

School resumes
Family Chapel 11:10/2:40
5-year-old Pre-K Conferences
Music – Joyful Noise
People and Places
Open House/Ice Cream
Social 6:30-8:00
Music — Joyful Noise
Sunrock Farm visits
Spring Teacher Luncheon
AM early dismissal 11:15
PM Late Arrival 12:45
5-year old Pre-K Mother’s
Day Lunch

May 1-9

4-year-old Mother’s Day
Teas — watch for your
child’s tea date on their
April and May class calendar
May 2
Kids in Motion
May 2
Beach Day for the 3-year-olds
May 3
Family Chapel 11:10/ 2:40
May 4
Last Day for Discovery
Friday
May 7–11 Year End Parties
May 9
Kids in Motion
May 11 Last Day of School
May 14-18 Summer Fun camp, 9-12

Please join us Thursday, April 19th anytime between 6:30-8 p.m. for our annual
Open House and Ice Cream Social. The
children love this opportunity to show
their families and friends what they have
been working on throughout the school
year. It is also a good time to visit one of
the classrooms of the “grade” your child
will be in next school year if you like. The
perfect end to the night is to enjoy a scoop
of ice cream with your favorite toppings in
the Parish Hall. Everyone is welcome!
I can’t believe the end of the school year
is fast approaching. It is always with joy
that the NS staff reflects on how much
the children have grown since the start of
the school year. The world of preschool
can be challenging—separating from caregivers, making friends, following rules
and routines, mastering new skill sets
and the work of grasping a variety of academic concepts. We are proud of how
well the children have done this year—
you should be too!
Please take note of the dates listed in the
sidebar. It is a very busy time of year, and
we want to make everyone has these important events on your calendar!
Blessings,
Emily Keiser
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School
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Putting Faith Into Action

Make a Difference in Your Neighborhood!

T

here are so many ways you can
put faith into action with volunteer opportunities in our Housing
Ministry. Please consider the following

Habitat for Humanity:

For over 32 years, St. Thomas
has partnered with East Side
Coalition as part of Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Cincinnati to make home
ownership a reality for families and help
transform neighborhoods. In this time,
St. Thomas has helped to build and bless
more than 55 homes! This summer, we
are ready to work with two more families, working in the College Hill neighborhood, the first being 2056 1st Street.

Partner families, who provide over 500
hours of “sweat equity” themselves, have
already been selected and are working
with Habitat to better prepare for homeownership. St. Thomas is one of ten congregations that work together as the East
Side Coalition, contributing time, talent
and treasure. Our parish has a designated
workday one Saturday per month during
our build season and provides lunch to
the teams on four of our workdays, so opportunities to help go beyond hammers
and nails and can include families and
children with food and support for the site
workers. No building experience needed
– really! All levels of skills are needed and
can make a difference.
Want to join us? We would love for you to
consider serving a half day, or a whole day
on one, several or even all of our workdays.

If the Habitat bug bites, we can help you
find even more ways to help! There is a job
for everyone (over 16), and every skill-level — men and women alike. You don’t
have to be good with a hammer or climb
scaffolding. Come meet many wonderful
people and take home much more than
you physically give. More information will
follow in the weeks ahead. May God bless
the work we offer this year in His Name!

Thomaston Woods and
Thomaston Meadows

Spring is the celebration of new life,
and we are excited about what the
spring holds for our communities of
Thomaston Woods for families and
Thomaston Meadows for seniors. Just a
few hours makes a difference as well as
bringing you closer to the ministry that
transforms lives. There are opportunities to volunteer in a number of ways,
from hospitality, gardening, transportation and summer program help in the
mornings, to mentoring. Your help can
make a BIG difference. For more information, contact Fr. Darren at Darren@
stthomasepiscopal.org or Erin Purcell
at epurcell@ERSLife.org or just call the
church office at (513) 831-2052.
Our next Community Dinners are April
29th and May 27. These Sunday evenings
provide not only a family meal to share,
but also a great way for new neighbors
to connect and learn about the programs
we offer. Community Dinners are generally the last Sunday of the month and
just take a couple of hours; your whole
family can help be a part of the event.

Gardening — Do you love to garden? How
about growing vegetables? If so, we’d love
for you to share your passion with the residents of Thomaston Woods & Thomaston Meadows. This Spring, we are getting
three new gardens that need your touch,
both at the community center and at the
Meadows. Be a part of the fun and literally get your hands dirty for a good cause!
For more information, contact Resident
Services Office at (513) 752-1594 or call
the church office at (513) 831-2052 and
let us know you’d like to volunteer your
own green thumb!
Finally, did you know that St. Thomas
leads a weekly Bible Study at Thomaston
Meadows, as well as a lunch and informal
Communion Service once a month at
Thomaston Meadows? Come and meet
our seniors and even help. Opportunities can be weekly on Wednesdays, once
a month with the lunch, Bingo, or one
of our events for the residents. Contact
Fr. Darren for more information. (We
can even carpool from church!)
Volunteer Opportunities:
Monthly:
• Community Dinner & Fellowship
• Children’s Program
• After School program
• Fellowship and Bingo with our
seniors at Thomaston Meadows
• Monthly Lunch for Thomaston
Meadows
Weekly:
• Participate in Bible Study with our
seniors at Thomaston Meadows
For more information, contact either
Erin Purcell at epurcell@ERSLIFE.org
or Fr. Darren by email at Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call the church office at (513) 831-2052.
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Church Family Dinner and Conversation

St. Thomas
Dinner Club
Wednesday, April 11th
Wednesday, May 9th
Join us and enjoy fellowship and
lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere of the Terrace Park Country
Club. Social time begins at 6 p.m.
and dinner is served at 6:30 p.m.
See Sunday’s bulletin for entrée
choices. Cost $23.50. To make a
reservation make out a check to
St. Thomas Church, and mail it to
Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills Dr.,
Milford 45150. (513.831.4353)

Coffee Chat

A Gift to Yourself
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.–11:00
a.m. in the Hearth Room weekly.
One parent calls Coffee Chat her
gift of time and support for a busy
schedule; others find the conversation and shared resources exactly
what they need.
Whatever your reason, please share
this invitation to step out of your
hectic schedule, catch your breath,
and find refreshment for your body
and soul. Join Linda Swenson as
she leads conversations around
life, parenting and the relationships that matter most. For more
information, please contact Linda
at misslinda@fuse.net or call her at
(513) 658-3274.

Thursday, April 12th,
Thursday, May 3rd
Dinner plans in the midst of a busy
week and a chance to connect — we got
you covered! You and your family are
invited to enjoy dinner and fellowship
from 6:15 to 7 p.m., at which time our
children can go to their program while
the adults can enjoy their own conversation and explore where life can meet
our faith, and what our tradition has
to say about it all. It’s always fresh and
dynamic and our basic rule applies: the
more the merrier — new friends are always welcome! For more information
call the office at 513.831.2052.

Upcoming topics for Our Conversation
(7–8 p.m. in the Parlor) include:
• April 12th: “New Life He Brings” Our
life as “Easter People”
• May 3rd: “Catch the Spirit!” (How
Pentecost affects us too)

IPM’s Sunday Supper Celebration
Inter Parish Ministry’s Sunday Supper
Celebration 2018 will take place on
Sunday, May 6th at the Oasis Conference Center in Loveland, OH from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
This year’s event will include farm
to table delights provided by Bauer
Farm Kitchen, Grateful Grahams, Jeff
Thomas Catering and The Littlefield.
Past favorites will be there too. Music,
wine & craft beer bars, bourbon tasting
and more will be on hand. National recording artist and CEA finalist for Best
Country Band, Dan Varner, will lead
the event as Master of Ceremonies.
Silent and live auctions will feature
sports events, theater tickets, weekend
getaways, a bin filled with bourbon, Party-on-the-Porch at Lobsta Bakes and an
acoustical concert/party in your home
by Dan Varner.
Co-chaired by Kris and Steve Mullin
and with presenting sponsor, Fort
Washington Investment Advisors, Inc.,
IPM will be honoring four local volunteers for distinguished service to our
community: Sharon Brummett, Amy

Faught, John Schraut, and Dick Simpson. The Sunday Supper Celebration
2018 tickets are $55 each. Corporate
sponsorships are still available. To make
reservations go to www.interparish.org
or call Gail at 513-561-3932.
All proceeds from the event will help
Inter Parish Ministry fund food and
clothing pantries in eastern Hamilton
and Clermont counties. In addition,
proceeds will support outreach programs including mobile food pantries,
community gardens, back to school,
holiday toys for children and emergency
assistance.

Calendar
Weekly at a Glance
Sundays
8:00 a.m.
		
9:05 a.m.
		
10:00 a.m.
		
10:15 a.m.
		
11:30 a.m.
		
5:00 p.m.
		

Worship: Holy Eucharist –
Rite I
Adult Forum Series
(Parish Hall)
Christian Formation and
Church School: Godly Play
Worship: Choral Eucharist –
Rite II
High School Youth
Gathering
Vespers Service (Worship
for the Close of the Day)

Mondays
7:15 a.m.
		
10:45 a.m.
		
7:00 p.m.
		
		
7:30 p.m.

Men’s Breakfast Group
(Panera Bread in Eastgate)
Yoga with Lilias
(Parish Hall– as scheduled)
2nd & 4th Mondays Sacred Stitchers
(3rd floor Conference Room)
Al Anon (Parlor)

Tuesdays
10:00 a.m. Bible Study Class
6:30 p.m. Worship – Evening Prayer
		
and Holy Communion
Wednesdays
9:30 a.m. Coffee Chat (Hearth Room)
12:30 p.m. Bible Study
		
(Thomaston Meadows)
7:00 p.m. 1st & 3rd Wednesdays –
		
Stephen Ministry Team
		
(3rd floor Guild Room)
Thursdays
5:15 p.m. Allegro Choir
5:15 p.m. Choristers
5:30 p.m. Jr. High Youth Group 		
(3rd floor Guild Room)
6:30 p.m. Choir & Jr. High Dinner
7:00 p.m. Parish Choir
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Discussion
		
Group (see specific schedule)
Fridays
10:30 a.m. 2nd & 4th Fridays:
		
SuperSingers
8:00 p.m. AA (Parlor)
Saturdays
9:00 a.m. Altar Guild
		
(Chancel & Sanctuary)

Tidings

Special Events for April & May
APRIL

MAY

Sunday, April 1 — Easter Day
8:00 a.m. Worship: Early Eucharist
9:15 a.m. Worship: Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:45 a.m. Worship: Choral Eucharist,
		
Rite II
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light

Thursday, May 3
11 a.m./2:30 p.m. STNS Family Chapel
4:30 p.m. Meeting: Altar Guild
6:15 p.m. Church Family Dinner
7:00 p.m. Our Conversation

Monday, April 2
Office Closed — Holiday
Tuesday, April 3
STNS Resumes from Spring Break
Wednesday, April 4
9:30 a.m. Coffee Chat resumes
7:00 p.m. Meeting: Stephen Ministry
Thursday, April 5
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Group
Sunday, April 8 — 2nd Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light
Tuesday, April 10
7:00 p.m. Meeting: Stewardship
8:30 p.m. Men’s Fellowship

Sunday, May 6 — 6th Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. IPM Sunday Supper Celebration
		
Oasis Golf Club, Loveland, OH
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light
Tuesday, May 8
8:30 p.m. Meeting: Finance Committee
8:30 p.m. Men’s Fellowship
Wednesday, May 9
6:00 p.m. St. Thomas Dinner Club
Thursday, May 10
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Group
Friday, May 11
STNS Last Day of School
Sunday, May13 — 7th Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light

Wednesday, April 11
6:00 p.m. St. Thomas Dinner Club

Monday, May14–Friday, May 18
STNS Summer Fun Camp

Thursday, April 12
4:30 p.m. Meeting Altar Guild
6:15 p.m. Church Family Dinner
7:00 p.m. Our Conversation
Sunday, April 15 — 3rd Sunday of Easter
1:45 p.m. Outreach Service–SEM Haven
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light

Tuesday, May 15
7:00 p.m. Meeting: Vestry
7:00 p.m. Meeting: Order of St. Luke

Tuesday, April 17
7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
7:00 p.m. Order of St. Luke
Wednesday, April 18
12:00 p.m. Community Lunch—
		
Thomaston Meadows
1:30 p.m. Thomaston Meadows Communion
Thursday, April 19
STNS Open House
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Group
Sunday, April 22 — 4th Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. Bach Vespers for Eastertide
Wednesday, April 25
STNS Joyful Noise Day
Thursday, April 26
10:30 a.m. STNS Teacher Luncheon
Sunday, April 29 — 5th Sunday of Easter
Bishop’s Visitation
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light
6:00 p.m. Dinner at Thomaston Woods
Monday, April 30
10:00 a.m. STNS — Ms. Geers’ Mother’s
		
Day Lunch

Thursday, May 17
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Group
Saturday, May 19
Vestry Day Retreat
Sunday, May 20 – Day of Pentecost
5:00 p.m. Vespers Service of Light
Tuesday, May 22
STNS Staff Inservice Day
3:30 p.m. Meeting: STNS Exec. Team
Thursday, May 24
7:00 p.m. Faith & Life Book Group
Sunday, May 27 — Trinity Sunday
Final Choir Sunday
5:00 p.m. Bach Vespers
6:00 p.m. Dinner at Thomaston Woods
Monday, May 28
Office Closed — Holiday

15

Bach Vespers Series

The Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas
Timeless Music Today

Bach Vespers for Eastertide
Sunday, April 22nd, 5pm

Bach Vespers for Pentecost
Sunday, May 27th, 5pm

The Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas
The May Festival Youth Chorus
Bach: Der Herr ist mein getreuer Hirt, BWV 112

The Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas
St. Thomas Parish Choir
Bach: Höchsterwünschtes Freudenfest, BWV 194
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