September & October 2018

Thomaston Woods &
Thomaston Meadows
1460 Thomaston Drive
Amelia, OH 45102
513.752.1588
www.thomastonwoods.com
An affordable living community
sponsored by
Episcopal Retirement Services
and St. Thomas Housing Corp.

Important Phone Numbers:
Property Manager: 513.752.1588
Email: lmiller@erslife.org
Maintenance Work Orders:
513.752.1588

For after hours emergencies: hit option 2

Social Services: 513.752.1594
Email: lmiller@erslife.org

Important Reminder!
Rent is due by the end of the
business hours on the 10th of the
month to avoid late fees!

Please Note
Lindsey will be out of the office
from October 17th–October 23rd.

Great Things are Happening This Fall
Just walking around our community,
one can see that new things are
happening as well as welcoming back
favorite programs. Several; years ago,
residents suggested a new basketball
court for our youth and children,
replacing the small playground that
is between buildings 1520 & 1512.
It took several years, but this idea is
becoming a reality!
Just like the community gardens, you
help improve our community with
your ideas and ways of helping. Let’s
continue to make great things happen.
Remember that each month, we have
the opportunity to come together
for an extended “family dinner” in
the Community Center. Please join
us a little early – at 5:30 p.m. for a
community meeting. In September
(Sunday, September 30th), we’d

especially like your help in planning
the games and activities for our Annual
Spooktacular (which will be held on
October 28th). Also by request, we have
arranged with Habitat for Humanity
of Greater Cincinnati to offer our
residents a way to make a difference
with their own household with Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
which will be held each Saturday
starting in October (read more inside
for details). Together, we can make
great things continue to happen that
help make a difference in your life!

Here to Serve You
in the Community
Center Office
Office Hours
Mondays: 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays: 8 a.m.–2 p.m., 4–4:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: 11 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Fridays: 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
• Lindsey Miller Community Manager
(Property Manager)
Lindsey manages and oversees
rental operations, including rental
applications, the rental wait lists,
communicating with potential tenants,
facilitating the move-in process,
key distribution, and tracking the
property’s finances. She communicates
frequently with our maintenance
worker, Vince, so if residents have
maintenance or facility concerns,
please contact Lindsey.
• Vince Helton, Maintenance Tech.
Work orders should be submitted
to the office. After hours, call the
office line for emergencies only at:
(513) 752-1588 Option 2
(Please remember that if you call the
maintenance line for an after hours
emergency, maintenance will call you
back from a number marked “Private or
Unavailable” on your Caller ID.)

Fall & Halloween Spooktacular
Sunday, October 28th • 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Plan to join us at the community Center
on Sunday, October 29th from 5:30
p.m.-7:30 p.m. as we celebrate Fall and
Halloween in one special evening. The
night will feature festive food, games,
raffles, a costume parade, and contest
prizes for best costumes (children &
teens) and best decorated apartment.
The evening begins for our children
at 5:30 p.m. with “Stories with Aunt
DeeDee” and games & puzzles for preteens & youth. Dinner itself is at 6
p.m. followed by our costume parade
& games at 6:45. Fun, Food, Festivities
– come join us on October 28th!

Christ Kid’s Club

Saturdays, September 22, October 27 • 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Christ Kids’ Club is a fun way for our children to enjoy fellowship and grow in
their own faith. Geared for kids age 5-15, with the older kids helping with the
younger ones, Christ Kids’ Club is meant to complement your family’s own church
home and tradition and coming together as friends and neighbors for fellowship.
We will provide games, activities, crafts and a light snack to help make a great time
for all. We have fun and even get a little messy at times, so have your kids come in
their play clothes. Just as in the summer, if any of our parents would like to take
part in the fun and help volunteer their time, we’d love to expand our team. Christ
Kid’s Club is presented as an outreach of Clough Pike Baptist Church and is open
to all our children from ages 5-15. For more information, contact Janice Adams
at jadams7@hotmail.com or (513) 330-6575 or call the Office at (513) 752-1594.

After School Groups at Thomaston Woods
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Each week, Jessica Knochelmann hosts
our After School Club on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays (3:00 p.m.–4:30
p.m. elementary ages 6–11, and 4:30
p.m.–5:30 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High) in the
Community Room. These are great
way to have fun, with after school
activities in a safe place and be able to
utilize the Computer Lab.

Semi-monthly on Wednesdays, Melissa
Kaetzel-Cole and Katlyn Bell join us
to lead Teen Talk (ages 12–17) from
3:00 p.m.–4:30 p.m. and Awesome
Kids (ages 6–11) from 4:30 p.m.–5:30
p.m. on the scheduled Wednesdays:
September 5th, 12th, October 3rd, 10th,
17th, 24th and November 7th and 28th
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Both groups are free for our residents.
We have snacks, games, crafts, activities
and prizes! For more information,
contact Melissa Kaetzel-Cole at
mkaetzel@gcbhs.com or call her at
(513) 735-8125 or talk with Jessica
Knochelmann or Lindsey Miller in the
Office (513) 752-1588.

New Faces Joining Our Community
Jessica Knochelmann
Jessica serves as the Director of Youth & Family Ministry
& Outreach Coordinator for St. Thomas Episcopal
Church in Terrace Park. She joins the team this year
at Thomaston Woods on Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons and Community Dinner Nights. She has a
degree in Organizational Leadership, and a lifetime of
being involved in youth ministry, including four years
previous experience as Youth and Outreach Director at
another local church, Jessica brings a wealth of experience
and talents as we explore ever new directions for programs for our families. Jessica,
her husband and son make their home in Independence, Kentucky. In her freetime, Jessica enjoys the outdoors and fitness-related activities including running,
backpacking/hiking, and playing rugby for over 10 years. While she enjoys “being
on the move,” Jessica also enjoys taking time for coffee, as well as gardening and
simply spending time with family & friends. Welcome Jessica!

Katlyn Bell, LSW
Katlyn joins Ms. Melissa as an Intern for Teen Talk and
Awesome Kids programs that happens each month on
Wednesdays after school. Katlyn is currently studying to
earn her Master’s of Science in Social Work (MSW) from
the University of Louisville and is with us this academic
year as part of her practicum with the Prevention Team
through Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Sciences.
“I have always had a passion working with children, as
well as a passion to help make a difference in their lives
and in their community.” Welcome Katlyn!

Stockings & Bells for Christmas

Look for a PDF form in an email from Lindsey or stop by the office for a a paper copy
With Fall here, it’s a short time before
Form that is available from the office or
we think of Christmas, and so it’s time
contact Lindsey Miller in the Services
to start thinking about registering for
Office either by email at lmiller@erslife.
Stockings & Bells!
org or call 513.752.1588 and we can
confirm the details with you.
The members of St.
Thomas Episcopal Church
would like to help make
Christmas special for
our children here at
Thomaston Woods and
our seniors by providing
a gift of your choice ($25
or less) which we can arrange
for you to pick up before our annual
Christmas party.
To participate, simply submit a Request

Please keep requests under $25
and the more specific the better (if
requesting clothing we will need
to know the size), but please no
video games.
We need the following
information:
• Family Name and Apartment #
• Email & Best Phone # (so we can
arrange a time for you to pick-up the gift
when it arrives)
• Is this a gift request for a child/youth
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Halloween
Decorating Contest
Bring on the spirits, ghouls, and show
your stuff! All residents are invited to
participate in our community-wide
Halloween Decorating Contest. We’ll
judge who’s decorated the front of
their home the best at our Fall & Halloween Spooktacular on October 28th
and announce the winner at the Sunday Dinner in November. Good luck
and show us your best spirit!

Going Back to School?
Did you know that St. Thomas Housing
has a scholarship fund established for
residents of Thomaston Woods for
students attending UC Clermont?
It’s true! In fact, this year we have 7
scholars from our community. Care to
join them? If you are planning to study
at UC Clermont next year (or next
term), make a point to contact Dana
Parker in the development Office and
she can assist you with the process.
You can reach Dawn Hundley in the
Student Finance / One Stop Student
Services Office (100 H). You can email
her at Dawn.hundley@uc.edu or call
her at (513) 558-0087.
or a senior?
• Gender & Age of the person the
request is for
• 1st choice of request
• 2nd choice of request (if the first is not
available)

REMEMBER that we need to hear
back from everyone no later than
Thursday, November 1 so that we can
get the information to the members of
St. Thomas in time.

Community Dinner
& Gatherings

IPM Offers More Ways to Help
Mobile Food Pantry
In addition to the Choice Food Pantries, once every 30 days pre-registered clients
can receive 50 pounds of food from refrigerated trucks that IPM schedules via the
IPM Mobile Food Pantry at various locations in our service area. There will be a
mobile food pantry at Emmanuel United Methodist Church on September 28.
Location:
		
Date: 		

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
4312 Amelia Olive Branch Road, Batavia, Ohio
September 28

For more information and to get registered for the Mobiles, please call 513.561.3932
or email Carol at carol@interparish.org (more information at www.interparish.org)
You will need to bring a Photo ID and a proof of address.

Adopt–a–Family Christmas
September 17–October 5 (or until spots are full), IPM will be booking appointments
for families to sign up for Adopt-a-Family Christmas. You can book an appointment
online by going to IPM’s website www.interparish.org or calling (513) 561-3932
between 10am-2pm (9/17-10/5). The October 15th & 16th sign up’s will take
place at the Amelia Pantry located at 1075 Ohio Pike on K of C Drive (behind
Campbell’s Roofing Company), Cincinnati, 45245. The October 18th and 19th
sign-ups will take place at the Newtown Pantry located at 3509 Debolt Road,
Cincinnati, OH 45244. Please remember that you must bring Picture ID, proof of
current address and some form of ID for each family member in your household
to the appointment you signed up for. Last year, IPM assisted over 350 families and
individuals to receive Christmas presents.

Financial Peace University

September 30 and October 28
(Spooktacular)
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
You and your family are invited to join
your neighbors for a special Community
Sunday Dinner which are hosted each
month at the Community Center
on the final Sunday of the month.
Residents from both communities of
Thomaston woods and Thomaston
Meadows have this extra opportunity
to share a meal and fellowship, as well
as fun and have a chance to win raffle
prizes.
Before Dinner…
Starting in October, we have a special
program for our younger residents
from 5:30 to 6pm with “Stories with
Aunt DeeDee” a fun way to have your
younger children (3 and up) discover
the joy of reading through stories from
a character who is larger than life! Our
older children & youth can have fun
with Jessica with their own time for
activities, games, and more!
At the same time, adults can share news,
ideas and concerns at our Residents’
Conversation & Community Meeting
(5:30 to 6pm) in the Community
Center.

A number of residents have heard about and asked if we could offer Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University (FPU), which is a nine-lesson, money-management
class taught by America’s most trusted financial guru, Dave Ramsey. Dave and his
teaching team will walk you through the basics of budgeting, dumping debt, planning for the future, and much more. In order
to get a “jump-start” for you and our neighbors, we’ve teamed-up with our ministry partner, Habitat for Humanity as they are
starting a new FPU group Saturday, October 6th (and run through December 8th). Classes for this first series will take place
every Saturday, from 9:00 am – 11:00 am at the Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati Main Office at 4910 Para Drive,
Cincinnati, OH 45237. There will be one OFF week, which will take place during Thanksgiving weekend.
The normal cost for participation of in this class is $109 and covers all materials. Residents can register directly online though
either Habitat for Humanity’s website (go to “What we do” and then select “homeowner education”) at www.habitatcincinnati.
org or Dave Ramsey’s website at www.financialpeace.com or you can contact Lindsey in the front office at lmiller@erslife.org
or call 513.752.1588. If you register through Lindsey, the cost is less at $100. Residents who complete the course will have
the cost refunded, plus we’ll match the cost and even throw-in $50 for gas (so $150 for completing the course and getting in
better financial shape – not bad!). Habitat for Humanity is perhaps the most innovative way to become a homeowner yourself
and this combined group can begin that conversation and life-changing journey, and we can help you make that dream come
true. Space is limited, so please register soon!
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