
Novermber & December 2018 ADveNt & christmAs

The Season of Preparation, Anticipation, Light and Hope



Save the Date
Monday, March 18, 2019 • 9 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. 

Registration opens in mid-November! 
Visit parishhealthministry.com/RYS  •  Questions, call 513.979.2246

Conference Location: The Cintas Center at Xavier University in Cincinnati

Presented by Episcopal Retirement Services’ Parish Health Ministry
SPONSORED BY:

Living with Meaning 
and Purpose 
Tracing the life and work of Mother 
Teresa, Kathryn Spink will reveal 
wisdom and knowledge gained 
from the saint as she cared for the 
poor, sick, and dying. 

Food as Medicine 
Leah Sarris RD, LDN will explore 
the growing � eld of Culinary 
Medicine and its amazing e� ect 
on our health.

The Purpose of Life 
is a Life of Purpose 
Rabbi Abie Ingber will 
relate valuable lessons from 
his parents who survived the 
Holocaust and inspired him 
on his pathway to peace. 

Aging with Zest and Vigor 
Kay Frances will share 
e� ective ways to cope with 
stress and leave you laughing 
and enlightened on how to 
age with zest and vigor.

OPTIONAL VIP LUNCHEONS:
Perseverance and the 

Dark Night of the Soul 
by Kathryn Spink

Rewarding Yourself — 
Healing the World 

by Rabbi Abie Ingber

Using Food in the Battle 
Against Cognitive Decline 

by Leah Sarris

Keynote speaker: Kathryn Spink, authorized biographer 
for Mother Teresa, “Saint of Calcutta”

Presenting Sponsor:

Greater Cincinnati Chapter

In Partnership with
Title Sponsor:

The Faith in Life Fund 
of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio

Platinum Sponsor:
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Since becoming an Episcopalian and for over 25 years now, I have treasured 
Advent. This brief season arrives at a time of year when rushing around and 
feeling stressed take on a new meaning. From the day after Thanksgiving (or even 
earlier), it may feel as though the world is shouting, “Go! Get this! Buy that!” In 
quiet contrast, Advent “comes to us” and offers a different message than the ones 
we are barraged by on the street, namely that of hope and renewal. Instead of 
rushing around looking for some elusive “must have item” or “must do action,” 
we need only to “turn around” and recognize that which is seeking us: God!

If — like me — you did not grow-up with Advent, or simply wondered what 
makes this season so different, allow me to share a few insights. The name of 
this season can be broken down into separate words in Latin, ad venire, which 
literally means “to come to.” In the Church, these are joined together as, adven-
tus, Christ’s coming into the world, and Emmanuel, “God with us.” There is something about Advent that 
keeps this season feeling “fresh and new” and the symbols, traditions, and music have a deeper meaning with 
each passing year. In this way, Advent has been a wonderful way for me to find renewal. Just as Lent prepares 

us for a fuller experience of Easter and Christ’s resurrection, 
Advent prepares us for a fuller experience of Christmas and 
Christ’s incarnation. Perhaps it is this word, “experience,” that 
is the key. More than simply a place in the church calendar, Ad-
vent beckons to be experienced. In worship, we celebrate with 
different prayers, liturgical color, and music. For me, the music 

brings to life the message of hope, renewal, and transformation with hymns such as: Lo! He Comes With Clouds 
Descending, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and Handel’s masterpiece, The Messiah.
 
Advent is experienced in so many ways in our life and ministry together as well as individually through our wor-
ship, fellowship, and devotionals. As you grace your home with an Advent Wreath, open an Advent calendar, 
or light candles, it is a quiet reminder of the gift that comes to us.  This year, enhance your own devotions with 
a new Advent Wreath or one of this year’s Advent booklets, The Father’s Love. 

This Advent brings great opportunities for you to explore or rediscover the great treasure and depth that the 
season brings. Even before Advent, there is a gift for us: Our Advent Wreath Making Event and special Parish 
Breakfast in celebration of Fr. Daniel. For your Advent observance this year, whether through fellowship, such 
as the Christmas Caper, special Sunday evening worship with Bach Vespers, Taize, or Lessons & Carols, midweek 
worship on Tuesday evenings, our special outreach projects, or simply renewing your own soul and prayer life 
with a small group such as the Men’s Group, Sisters of the Holy Grail, Bible Study, or Family Thursday nights, 
there are many ways to make this blessed season truly special for you, as well as for your family and friends. As 
you read more about these opportunities in this edition of Tidings, please consider who it is in your own circle of 
family and friends that you could invite to our Advent offerings. After all, Advent is even better when we share!

Wishing you a most blessed holy Advent,

The Rev Darren Elin

Advent & Christmas 
A Season that Comes to Us as a Gift!

More than simply a place in the 
church calendar, Advent beckons to  
be experienced.

513.448.7999 | darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Darren Elin



We are excited about this 
year’s St Thomas Christmas 
Caper! Mark your calendars 

for Saturday, December 8th from 11:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Come for the cookies 
and stay for lunch and entertainment! 
Sandwiches, soup, pierogi and treats —
come hungry!

What is the Christmas Caper? This high-
spirited Christmas event supports Inter 
Parish Ministry [IPM] in the important 
work of feeding and assisting people in 
need in eastern Hamilton and western 
Clermont counties. As in the past, we 
will divide the earnings between IPM 
and the St Thomas Discretionary Fund. 
Both support the needs of the greater 
community.

Our Giant Goal for 2018: If you have 
attended, you may recall we have sold 
out of our cookies-by-the-pound the 
past two years. This is a good problem, 
and highlights the fact that our cookie 
donations have slowly declined over 
the last few years. So, in an effort to 
make sure that wonderful cookies are 
available throughout the event, we have 
set the giant goal of collecting 1000 
dozen cookies for this event!

You make it happen. If every St Thomas 
household baked 5 dozen cookies 
(which is about the size of 2 average 
batches), we can meet this lofty goal! 
Watch Connections for our progress. 

Even if you are not a “baker,” there are 
plenty of opportunities to help make 
the Christmas Caper a success! Place 
a sign in your yard, volunteer for the 
event, and most importantly COME to 
the Caper with friends and family on 
December 8th.

Know what you’d like to do? Want 
do pitch in but not sure where? Call 
Liz Frederick 513-289-6777 or Donna 
Morabito at 513-612-8491 and they 
will get you signed up. There will be 
treats to purchase, a fabulous raffle, 
lunch to enjoy, free crafts for the kids, 
face painting, and the trains. The 
Christmas Caper is a wonderful way to 
have fun in community, as we usher in 
the Christmas Season. Thank you and 
Merry Christmas Caper!

4
tiDiNgs st. thomAs episcopAl church

St. Thomas Christmas Caper
Don’t Miss Our Festival of Cookies and More!

Peanut Brittle Making
 HOST:  Lou Scott
 DATE:   Monday, November 26th
 LOCATION: Lou’s house. RSVP for directions
 TIME:  8:30 a.m.

Dipped Pretzels
 HOST:  Jessica Knochelmann  
   (St. Thomas Youth Group )
 DATE:   Sunday, December 2nd  
 LOCATION:  St Thomas kitchen
 TIME:  11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., 
   (Regular youth group time)

Toffee & Peanut Brittle Packaging
 HOST:  Jen Cavill
 DATE:   Saturday, December 1st
 LOCATION: Jen’s house. RSVP for directions
 TIME:  9 a.m. – Noon

Shortbread Baking & Decorating
 HOST:  Lou Scott, Carla Pyron, Debbie Biron   
 DATE:  Wednesday, December 5th
 LOCATION:  St. Thomas Kitchen/Parish Hall
 TIME:  9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
   (14 and older, please. Patterns will be provided)

Pre-Caper Maker/Baker Events • Volunteers Needed!
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Unless otherwise noted, all events take place 
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church at 5 p.m.  
A Pre-Vespers Lecture begins at 4:30pm. 

Bach Vespers 
Sunday, October 7th, 5 p.m. 
Bach: Jesu, der du meine Seele, BWV 78 

Bach Vespers for all saints 
Sunday, November 4th, 5 p.m. 
O Jesu Christ, mein Lebens Licht, BWV 118 
Selig ist der Mann, BWV 57 

Bach Vespers for adVent 
Sunday, December 2nd, 5 p.m. 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 62 

concert: Messiah sing-along 
Monday, December 17th, 7:30 p.m. 
Christmas Concerto (Corelli) 
Messiah, Part I (Handel) 

 

The B.E.S.T. Mid-Winter Festival

conVersations in concert
Saturday, January 4th, 7:30 p.m.
Selections from the Bach Cello Suites
Erik Anderson, cello 

Bach Vespers for epiphany
Sunday, January 6th, 5 p.m. 
Jesus schläft, was sol lich hoffen, BWV 81

Best young artists recital
Friday, February 1st, 7:30 p.m.

Bach eucharist
Sunday, February 3rd, 10:15 a.m.
Herr Jesu Christ, wahr’ Mensch und Gott, 
BWV 127

Bach Vespers 
Sunday, March 3rd, 5 p.m. 
Bekennen will ich seinen Namen, BWV 200 
World Premiere Cantata (Douglas Pew)

Bach Vespers for palM sunday 
Sunday, April 14th, 5 p.m. 
Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stund, SWV 478 
(Heinrich Schütz) 

Bach Vespers for easter 
Sunday, May 5th, 5 p.m. 
Christus, der ist mein Leben, BWV 95

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 100 MIAMI AVENUE, TERRACE PARK, OHIO

W W W. B A C H E N S E M B L E . O R G

Bach Vespers series
The Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas
2018 – 2019 Season
Timeless Music Today
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Bach Ensemble Young Artists
This year the Bach Ensemble has be-
gun a new training initiative called the 
Young Artist Program. This program 
allows for musicians in pre-professional 
training or degree programs the oppor-
tunity to sing with the Bach Ensemble 
and receive special, intensive training 
in singing Baroque music. We are de-
lighted to introduce our 2018-2019 
Young Artists.

Mexican-American 
soprano, Amanda 
Olea, is currently 
based in Cincinna-
ti, where she will be 
performing the role 
of “Flora” in CCM 
Opera’s production 
of Turn of the Screw. 
Last summer she 
was selected to be an Apprentice Art-
ist at Teatro Nuovo, formerly known as 
Caramoor, in which she prepared the 
role of “Despina” in Cosí fan tutte. In 
2017, Ms. Olea sang the role of “Pami-
na” in Die Zauberflöte with the Manhat-
tan Opera Studio, where she also made 
her Carnegie Hall debut. Other notable 
roles include “Susanna” in Le Nozze di 
Figaro with Utah Lyric Opera, “Adina” 
in L’elisir d’amore, San Diego State Uni-
versity. Equally comfortable on the con-
cert stage, Ms. Olea has performed as 
the soprano soloist in Handel’s Messiah 
with the Lebanon Symphony Orchestra 
and the La Jolla Symphony Orchestra, 
Mozart Requiem, Faure’s Requiem, Paulus’ 
Holocaust oratorio, To Be Certain of the 
Dawn with San Diego State University. 
Ms. Olea has been an award winner in 
several vocal competitions including 
first place in the Virginia Hawk Com-
petition, the La Jolla Symphony Young 
Artists Competition, and the Musical 

Merit Competition. Ms. Olea is current-
ly pursuing a master’s degree in Vocal 
Performance at the University of Cin-
cinnati College-Conservatory of Music, 
under the tutelage of Dr. Gwendolyn 
Detwiler. She received her bachelor’s 
degree in Vocal Performance from San 
Diego State University.

Baritone, Hayden 
Smith, is going into 
the third year of his 
Bachelors of Music 
at the College-Con-
servatory of Mu-
sic as a student of 
Kenneth Shaw. 
At CCM, Hayden 
made his operatic 
debut as “Sid” in Opera d’arte’s produc-
tion of Albert Herring and is singing the 
role of “Sam” in the 2018 Opera d’arte 
production of Trouble in Tahiti as apart 
of the CCM centennial celebration of 
Leonard Bernstein. Hayden was very 
active in the church music scene in his 
hometown of Louisville, Kentucky, and 
is very excited to now be a part of the St. 
Thomas Episcopal family.

Ryan Montgomery 
is a tenor studying 
voice performance 
at the College-Con-
servatory of Music 
at the University of 
Cincinnati. Origi-
nally from Cincin-
nati, Ryan began 
singing with the 
Cincinnati Boy Choir as a child, and 
the May Festival youth chorus while 
in high school. At CCM, he has been 
a featured performer, singing the roles 
of “Mayor” in the undergraduate opera 
(Opera d’Arté) production of Benjamin 

Britten’s, Albert Herring, and the Ger-
man Soldier in Mark Bucci’s, Tale for a 
Deaf Ear. He was also the tenor soloist 
in Rossini’s, Petite Messa Solennelle in 
2017. He also sang solos and art songs by 
Franz Liszt in a performance of his Via 
Crucis. Upcoming performances include 
the role of “Eisenstein” in CCM’s Op-
era d’Arté 2019 production of Johann 
Strauss’, Die Fledermaus. 

Nicholas Kelliher 
is an up-and-coming 
countertenor, origi-
nally from Baldwin, 
New York. He has 
been seen on the 
operatic stage as 
“Sesto” in Mozart’s, 
La Clemenza di Tito 
and “Athamas” in 
Handel’s, Semele. He has been appre-
ciated in concert work such as Bach’s, 
Magnificat and St. John’s Passion, as well 
as Handel’s, Messiah. Upcoming engage-
ments include the role of “Orpheus’ 
Double” in Matthew Aucoin’s, Eurydice 
with Opera Fusion, commissioned by 
The Metropolitan Opera and LA Op-
era, as well as “Endimione” in La Cal-
isto with CCM Opera. Mr. Kelliher will 
be appearing with the St. Thomas Bach 
Vespers as a young artist. Mr. Kelliher 
is currently pursuing a Masters Degree 
at the University of Cincinnati Col-
lege-Conservatory of Music, under the 
tutelage of Karen Lykes. Prior to start-
ing his masters at CCM, he was award-
ed an Encouragement Award from the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions.

Worship Through Music
Upcoming Services of Sacred Choral Music

Amanda Olea

Hayden Smith

Ryan Montgomery

Nicholas Kelliher



Bach Vespers for Advent
Sunday, December 2nd, 5:00 p.m. 
The Bach Ensemble and Choir kick-off 
the holiday season with a performance 
of Bach’s greatest work for Advent, 
BWV 62 Nun kommt der Heiden Heliand 
(“Savior of the Nations, Come”). Just as 
December is a time for folks to prepare 
for the Holidays, the season of Advent 
is a season of preparation. Our canta-
ta, BWV 62, is an energetic piece that 
is literally bursting with anticipation. 
Bach uses an ancient melody, one that 
originates as plainchant and has been 
transformed through the ages, sung in 
many languages, and still holds a place 
in most church hymnals today, “Savior 
of the nations, come”. 

The B.E.S.T. Messiah 
Sing Along 

Monday, December 17th at 7:30pm
Join members of the Bach Ensemble of 
St. Thomas, along with Conductor Carl-
ton Monroe and soloists, for a rousing 
rendition of this timeless holiday classic! 
Enjoy the beauty of Handel’s recitatives 
and arias, and sing along on the chorus-
es. There will be good cheer and friends 
in abundance! Bring your own score, or 
let us provide you with one. Name-Your-
Price Tickets (with a suggested donation 
of $15) are available through the Bach 
Ensemble website: www.bachensemble.
org/messiah. We anticipate a sold-out 
event, so reserve your seats early!

A Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols

The Parish Choir and Choristers 
of St. Thomas

Sunday, December 23rd at 5:00 p.m.
The St. Thomas Parish Choir and Cho-
risters present A Festival of Lessons and 
Carols. An annual offering at St. Thom-
as for decades, this service features 
beautiful music of the season paired 
with timeless readings. Come bask into 
the beauty and holiness of this ancient 
tradition.
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A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
The Choristers and Parish Choir of St. Thomas

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 17th at 5:00 p.m.

On Christmas Eve, St. Thomas 
will present our annual “The Great 
Old-Fashioned Christmas Pageant.” 
Participation in the pageant is open 
to all children ages 2–13. Children 
ages 5 and up can audition for parts in 

the pageant at the first rehearsal; ages 
2–4 only need come the night of the 
pageant. Participation is open to all 
St. Thomas parishioners, Terrace Park 
neighbors, families, and friends! Email 
Dr. Monroe for more details at cmon-
roe@stthomasepiscopal.org. Rehearsals 
for ages 5 and up will be as follows:
1. Sunday, December 9, 11:45 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. (parts assignment)
2. Sunday, December 16th, 11:45 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m.
3. Friday, December 22nd,  

10:00–11:30 a.m.
4. Saturday, December 24th, 3:15 p.m. 

(4:00 p.m. pageant performance) 

St. Thomas Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 24th, 4:00 p.m.
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The beautiful fall season comes 
and goes all too quickly. From 
gathering school and program 

supplies, to homecoming, fall sports, 
and pumpkin-flavored everything, It’s 
hard to believe it’s only the second bus-
iest time of year!

Youth & Family Ministry programming 
has had a great start, with some new 
faces joining in. It is a blessing to get to 
know so many families and children and 

it’s wonderful to 
see St. Thomas 
growing, not just 
in numbers, but 
more importantly, 
in community and 
service. The teens 
and children tak-
ing on more lead-
ership roles in the 
church such as welcoming the opportuni-
ty to join in a Sunday School class, active 
participation in Thursday night program-
ming, and regular involvement as worship 
leaders during our services.

I cannot wait to experience the outpour-
ing of love from our families as the giv-
ing season comes upon us! Whether it’s 
baking for the Christmas Caper, making 
a new Advent Wreath, helping with the 
St. Nicholas Basket Run, or participating 
in the Christmas Pageant, there is no 
doubt that with open, loving hearts, we 
can continue to spread God’s love in and 
outside the walls of St. Thomas.

Youth Ministry News 
Blessings and Opportunities

Jessica Knochelmann

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
The children of St. Thomas are having a 
wonderful fall! We are learning about the 
wisdom of Jesus and how it relates to our 
lives. We continue to grow our friendships 
with each other as we share our experi-
ences each week. I am delighted with the 
enthusiasm that the children have for our 
gatherings! After Thanksgiving we’ll be 
exploring the season of Advent and how 
we can prepare ourselves for Christmas. 
Volunteers are still needed for November 
and December, so please sign up on the 
Godly Play room bulletin board on Sun-
day. We will not have class on the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving (November 25th) nor 
on December 30th. 

God is Great! Contact Linda Swensson at 
lindaswen294@gmail.com for more infor-
mation about our Sunday program.

Teenagers age 16 and older are welcome 
to volunteer on their own. Younger 
teens can volunteer with another adult. 
Thank you!

Mountain Top 
The Mountain Top 2019 date is set! Be 
sure to mark your calendars for June 
22–29, 2019! St. Thomas has had a 
long-standing, affirming relationship 
with this ministry. Over the past year, 
the Mountain Top team, John Tiffany, 
Jim Davis, Jim D’Wolf, Fr. Darren, and 
myself, have been meeting to enhance 
the Mountain Top experience. We 
provided a questionnaire to those who 
participated this past summer and are 
using their feedback to improve this 
service opportunity as well as increase 
its sustainability. This necessitates our 
looking at the fee structure.

Up to this point, St. Thomas has 
charged participants the Mountain 
Top fee only, with the church absorb-
ing the cost for vans, gas, food, and 
an overnight stay prior to beginning 
the program. For Mountain Top 
2019, the fee will increase to have less 
of a deficit in the overall cost of the 
trip. As such, the fee will be increased 
from $395 per person to $500 for ac-
tive/pledging members of St. Thom-
as and $650 for guests and commu-
nity participants. Scholarships will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.

Payment:
A deposit of $50 is needed ASAP. 
• First payment ($150–Parishioner, 
$200–Guest) is due December 1, 2018. 
• Second payment ($150–Parishioner, 
$200–Guest) is due February 1, 2018
• Third payment (($150–Parishioner, 
$200–Guest) is due April 1, 2018

Fundraising/Meeting dates:
11/18:  Info Session  
 (11:30 in the Guild Room)
3/3:  Mountain Top Sunday
 (10:15 service)
3/5:  Fundraiser–Mardi Gras Dinner
 Dinner: 6 p.m.,  
 Help needed: 7:30 p.m.
5/5:  Meet & Greet Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

Children’s Formation
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Stew•ard•ship: the careful and 
responsible management of something 
entrusted to one’s care. (Merriam Webster) 

T hank you! Pledge Sunday got 
us off to a great start for our 
Annual Pledge Appeal and 

we have heard from over 70% of our 
pledging households. 

Pledges continue to come in, reflecting 
the incredible generosity of St. Thomas 
parishioners. If you have not yet had 
the opportunity to send in your Annual 
Pledge for 2019, now is an excellent 
time! Every pledge and gift makes a 
difference and we need to hear from 
you…not somebody else.

St. Thomas exists and continues to 
grow as a result of the generosity of 
you and your fellow members – over 
80% of our needed income is from the 
Annual Giving Pledges and it’s what 
we offer together that continues to 
make all the difference! Stewardship, 
in all its forms, begins with prayer and 
thanksgiving, celebrating how we serve 
Christ with all that we are blessed and 

entrusted with—our gifts, talents, time 
and leadership.

Please send in your Annual Giving 
Pledge by dropping it in the collection 
plate on Sundays, dropping it by the 
parish office, or simply by mailing in 
the provided envelope. 

This year, you can even make an Annual 
Giving Pledge by phone, email or go 
to our secure website portal to make 
a recurring gift. No matter how you 
choose to pledge, thank you! Your 
commitment makes all the difference!

— The Rev. Darren Elin

Thank You
Your Support Matters!

thANksgiviNg 
WeekeND scheDule

November 22nd, Thanksgiving

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

November 25th, Sunday

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m. Parish Breakfast & 
 Advent Wreath  
 Making

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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The months of November and 
December are one of my favor-
ite times at the Nursery School… 

the children have become comfortable in 
their classrooms, and it is such a delight 
to watch them as they enthusiastically em-
brace all the new experiences and learn-
ing opportunities this season brings. The 
classes learn about how fall becomes win-
ter, the traditions and meaning of both 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and why 
they are celebrated each year. It is easy 
to incorporate skill building activities as 
we make countdown chains, do one on 
one counting correspondence with can-
dy canes, “write” Christmas cards to our 
friends and families, etc. Making special 
gifts for our parents help us learn that giv-
ing often gives more joy than receiving. 
With the opening of our new playground, 
we will also be sure to get outside as much 
as possible. Please stop by if you haven’t 
had an opportunity to see it; there is an 
in-ground slide, rope and rock climbing 
wall, a magnificent pathway to run up 
and down the hillside and our own gravel 
pit. Madison Tree and Landscaping truly 
exceeded our expectations by installing 
plants that were beautiful, hardy and 
unique so the children will learn about 
different plant and tree varieties, have ar-
eas of shade and sun…we even have a gar-
den for pollinators and an outdoor class-
room. Many, many thanks to Jay Butcher 
and Ben Necessary and their crew for all 
the time, effort, energy and hard work 
they devoted to make the playground so 
multi-faceted and fantastic.

Our Thanksgiving Feasts are held the 
week of November 19th; it is so cute to 
see our favorite little Pilgrims and Native 

Americans share a special meal together. 
In December, we have Ornament Work-
shops with our 3 and 4 year old students; 
a special guest of each child comes to 
school to make Christmas ornaments 
together and enjoy homemade Christ-
mas cookies. Watch for a special invita-
tion! The five year old class makes their 
own advent calendars with their special 
guests… a keepsake for sure!

Please look for information coming home 
regarding our annual “Cookies with San-
ta” event, which is being held Saturday 
December 1st. This event consists of 
three 1 ½ hour sessions throughout the 
day: 9:30-11; 12:30-2 and 3-4:30. Families 
register for the session they would like to 
attend. (It is first come, first serve, so it’s 
best to turn in your registration form as 
soon as possible.). During the hour and 
half, families make Christmas ornaments, 
decorate cookies, enjoy refreshments and 
sing Christmas carols. The highlight, of 
course, is when Santa arrives. Each child 
and their family have an opportunity to 
visit with Santa and receive a small gift 
from the great man himself. We raffle off 

themed baskets put together by each class; 
the money from the raffle goes towards 
our playground debt. 

May you and your families enjoy a relax-
ing, peaceful and blessed Thanksgiving. 
I (along with the rest of the STNS staff) 
am thankful for our wonderful families 
who make coming to school each day so 
rewarding (and fun!) for us.
Blessings,
Emily Keiser
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School

Enjoying the Holidays With Our Children
Important Upcoming Dates
Nov. 15: Pet Blessing Day  

(student’s favorite stuffed animal 
is blessed by Father Darren) 

Nov. 15: Five year olds  
Thanksgiving Feast

Week of November 19: Two, Three 
and Four-year-old’s Feasts

November 21, 22, 23:  No school, 
Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 28:  Music Class
Nov. 28:  People and Places
Nov. 29:  5-year-olds Advent  

Calendar workshop
Dec. 1: Cookies with Santa
Dec. 5: Kids in Motion
Dec. 6: Family Chapel
Week of Dec. 3:  Ornament Work-

shops (3 and 4 year olds)
Week of Dec. 10th:  Christmas 

Parties
Dec. 11:  Christmas Teacher  

Luncheon (11:15/12:45)
Dec. 12:  People and Places
Dec. 17–Jan. 4:  Christmas Break        
Jan. 7:  School Resumes



11
st. thomAs episcopAl church tiDiNgs

In December, there are several ways 
you and your family can make a 
difference in the lives of the fami-

lies and seniors we serve at Thomaston 
Woods and Thomaston Meadows with 
the Stockings and Bells Gift Program, 
the Giving Tree, as well as the St. Nich-
olas Basket Run for 2018.

Each year, the St. Thomas parish fami-
ly “adopts” the children, youth and se-
niors of housing communities to help 
with the spirit of Christmas in our 
Stockings and Bells Gift Program. This 
is an opportunity to help make Christ-
mas special by providing a gift. 

There is a special “Giving Tree” at the 
top of the stairs by the Parish Hall dec-
orated with paper stockings and bells. 
Each stocking has the name of a child 
or youth from Thomaston Woods and 
a gift item requested; each bell is for a 
senior. Each gift is a maximum of $25. 

This is a great way for your family to 
practice outreach and share in the spir-
it of giving and caring. Simply select a 
stocking and/or a bell from the tree, 
then write your name and contact info 
in the Gift Tree Log next to the corre-
sponding recipient’s name (essential!), 
then have fun shopping and finally re-
turn the gift (already wrapped) with the 
stocking/bell attached to the church (in 
the Parlor) by December 16th.

The St. Nicholas Basket Run is a cus-
tom now in its eighth year in which 
we provide every family and senior at  
Thomaston Woods and Thomaston  

Meadows a tub filled with useful 
housewares — 114 tubs in all! These 
tubs make a big difference, as personal 
care and cleaning items cannot be pur-
chased with food stamps and Decem-
ber can be an especially challenging 
month. 

Participating is simple and the whole 
family can get involved. As you shop 
over these coming weeks, please pick an 
extra (or a few) of the items listed below 
and bring them to be part of our col-
lection on Sundays. If you bring items 
during the week, you can find the wag-
ons out in the hallway leading to the 
Parish Hall. 

On Sunday, December 16th we’ll cre-
ate “Basket Run Workshop” with an 
assembly line in which you and your 
family can fill a tub (or more) so they’re 
ready for delivery the coming week. 

Please bring the following items:

Personal Care Items 
• Toilet Paper (4-packs)
• Facial tissues (single boxes)
• Bar Soap (2-packs)
• Shampoo
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrush

Cleaning Items 
• Paper Towels
• Antibacterial Cleaning Wipes
• Tall Kitchen Garbage Bags
• Glass Cleaner

Volunteer Opportunities:
• Community Dinner and Fellowship 

and Games/puzzles (last Sunday 
evening of the month)

• Children’s program helper for 
 Community Dinner Sundays
• Kid’s Club Tuesday or Wednesday  

afternoons 
• Fellowship and Bingo with our 

seniors at Thomaston Meadows 
• Join us for our Monthly Lunch for 

Thomaston Meadows (3rd Wednes-
day of the month)

• Participate in Bible Study with our  
seniors (Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.)

Bring the Season of Light and Hope
to Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows
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“Happy Thanksgiving,” “Merry Christ-
mas,” “Happy New Year”! These are the 
sometimes-canned, but usually festive, 
sincere greetings that are so familiar in 
the November through January holiday 
cycle.  Decorations appear; feasts are pre-
pared; gifts are given and received; family 
and friends gather for celebrations and 
dinners. 

However, despite these expressions of 
joy, anticipation, and togetherness, 
many find this season one of loneliness, 
sadness, and even depression. Perhaps 
there has been a recent job loss, divorce, 
death, or family rupture. Perhaps there 
is a yearning for the happy celebrations 
of a recent or distant past. Perhaps some 
remember a time when these holidays 
were religious and family occasions, not 
commercial drivers of the fourth quarter 
economy.

All of us can be aware of those in our 
community who may be experiencing 
these feelings and we can reach out to 
them. Invite “singles” to your holiday 
gatherings. Offer a ride to church events. 
Volunteer at a soup kitchen, hospital, or 
nursing home. Instead of holiday cards, 
send care packages to those in the mili-
tary, thanking them for their service. 
Share stories about past celebrations 
with the elders in the community.

Another option to consider is asking for 
a Stephen Minister to walk with you, a 
friend, or a loved one. Stephen Ministers 
are trained lay persons who walk along-

side anyone experiencing grief, loneli-
ness, a troubling relationship situation, 
or any of life’s problems. Stephen Min-
isters are not counselors, psychologists, 
or “fixers.” They are non-judgmental, 
confidential “listeners” who will share 
their time and commitment with those 
experiencing a difficult time.

Look for those in the congregation wear-

ing the blue, Stephen Ministry badges. 
Ask them for information or a confiden-
tial talk. You can also contact Fr. Darren 
Elin, darren@stthomasepiscopal.org; 
Bea Filimonov, filimonovbea@yahoo.
com; or Rosalee Campbell, rrmc4344@
aol.com. Or phone the Church office at 
513-831-2052.

Many blessings of the holiday season!

The Merriest and Yet 
the Loneliest Season

®



I want to take this chance to express 
my thankfulness for my 15 years at 
St. Thomas. Clergy tend to be rath-

er picky about where they go to church. 
Conversation on the drive home usual 
centers on picky matters of how the lit-
urgy was done, what was wrong with the 
sermon, and…you get the idea. 

Henny, Nate and I visited St. Thomas 
because it was the closest, but we visited 
all of the others within a 15-mile radi-
us of Miami Township. We kept com-
ing back to St. Thomas because it felt 
“right” for us. We didn’t disclose our 
identity as priests for several months, 
and I still remember Don Waring+’s 
look of shock when we told him after 
one of the services in the parish hall. 

It’s not every congregation where the 
members can accept having a priest in 
their midst who isn’t acting as a priest. 
It’s not every congregation where the 
members can accept someone to transi-
tion from being in the pew to being “up 
front”—or from being up front to being 
in the pew again. I’ve appreciated how 
graciously you all handled that with us. 

I’ve appreciated allowing our son to 
go his own way, while still showing an 
interest in him. Most of all I’ve appre-
ciated the support and care I’ve experi-
enced here. It means a great deal. I hope 
the youth who are acolytes have gotten 
something out of working with me, and 
that the many of you have gotten some-
thing meaningful from my sermons. 

Episcopal clergy tend to be a rather 
competitive lot, and I want to express 
my appreciation for Darren+’s collegial-
ity. Many incoming rectors might have 
felt threatened when they discover three 
unpaid clergy at the parish. Instead, 
Darren+ has generously shared both al-

tar and pulpit, created a monthly clergy 
meeting that’s at least as much about 
mutual support as it is getting work 
done. His style is an exception, sadly, 
rather than being the rule, and I will 
miss his collegiality and friendship. 

Many of you have asked about wheth-
er Henny+ will join me in Akron. The 
answer is “Probably, but I don’t know 
when.” As with most clergy, her job is 
year to year, and depends on the results 
of that parish’s pledge campaign, the re-
sults of which we won’t know until the 
December vestry meeting. 

Trinity Church, Bloomington feels sim-
ilar in many ways to St. Thomas—strong 
emphases on music and hands-on out-
reach ministries—and also has a young, 
dynamic rector who’s healthy. It’s worth 
the separation for her to be in a good 
situation. At some point she’ll bring 
her time there to a close, and join me in 
northeast Ohio, but we don’t have any 
definite plans yet.

I’m excited about returning to Akron 
Children’s Hospital in a new role, this 
time not as the director of chaplaincy, but 
as Research Scientist in Palliative Care. 
This will allow me to work full time in 
an area I’ve done some work in while at 
Cincinnati Children’s. I won’t have any 
more on-call or night shifts and am look-
ing forward to having a lower-stress life. 

Not that I will sit around idle. I’d like to 
do some writing on the intersection of 
faith and science, find a new viola teach-
er, a new EMS lifesquad to run with, and 
serve as a priest in either as an Assisting 
Priest as I have here, or as supply clergy, 
filling in for those on vacation or ill. And 
yes, that really is lower stress than the last 
two years have been!

Leaving St. Thomas is one of the harder 
parts of my transition. Thank you all for 
being who you are. 

Peace,
Daniel+

13
st. thomAs episcopAl church tiDiNgs

Thank You 
St. Thomas Has Meant So Much

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme

Please Join Us 
for a 

Special Breakfast 
Celebrating Fr. Daniel 

on 
Sunday, November 25th 

at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Hall.

 
Stay for 

Advent Wreath Making!



OThese are the first words that 
introduce our session of The 
Story each week and it is also a 

great way to begin describing what St. 
Thomas is up to. 

We are blessed with a faith community 
that seems to have always shared a com-
mitment to each other as well as the 
Gospel, but this year…there’s definitely 
more happening with our programs, fel-
lowship and ministry that we share. It is 
clear that we are writing a new chapter 
of our own story here at St. Thomas, the 
newest example being our wonderful 
new playground and children’s outdoor 
learning area. This is also a new chapter 
for so many of us who are taking the invi-
tation to come and know The Story, that 
is the Bible and how the Word continues 
to form each of us and our own story. 

This year is also about exploring (or re-
discovering) how best to live into your 
faith — whether through exciting new 

opportunities with Christian Formation 
like The Story, or Universal Jesus with Ja-
mie Flerlage and Fr. Wes, not to mention 
expanded worship opportunities — not 
only for Sunday mornings with Chil-
dren’s Formation/Godly Play, but with 
our youth Sunday afternoons and Thurs-
day evenings as well; and even more ways 
to put our faith into practice with engag-
ing outreach and various groups. 

What’s best about this new chapter is 
that it’s hardly finished, it continues to 
be written; so if you’ve been too busy 
to participate yet, there’s still time and 

there’s more to come. What’s great is 
that there’s a place for you to come in 
and try — live into The Story as it unfolds 
and continues to develop. 

Yes we are off to an incredible start to 
the program year, but we’ve imagined 
and planned to always welcome that 
next person…maybe it’s that friend you 
keep nudging to come back to church 
or rediscover what a faith community 
can mean, what a vibrant relationship 
with God can bring. Maybe that person 
you keep trying to nudge is yourself. 
Whomever it is, please share the good 
news: we can always order more books, 
get another chair, start another table…
there’s always room for more. Why? Be-
cause we believe God intends for each 
of us to be included in His Story and it 
just wouldn’t be the same without you. 
So this is your invitation to join us as we 
write this next great chapter of our story 
to include your story!
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Luke is the Gospel writer who gets spe-
cial credit for a number of things: 1) 
Moving the center of Christianity from 
Jerusalem to Rome at the end of the 
first century. 
2) Appealing to a broader audience in-
cluding women, gentiles, the marginal 
3) Most of the Christmas story we 
know by heart, etc. But, most of all, he 
gave us a more Universal Jesus — a Je-
sus for everyone.
 
We have been looking at Luke’s work 
nearly every Sunday this fall. We’ll con-

tinue with Luke’s Gospel after Christ-
mas for a few more weeks, before we 
pick up with Luke’s second volume: 
The Acts of the Apostles. Luke wrote this 
book to be read in tandem with his 
gospel on the sabbath. It is the story of 
early, Christian “heroes,” following in 
the footsteps of Jesus.
 
Please join us on Sundays in the Art 
Room, if you have not already. It’s nev-
er too late to jump in.
— By Wesley Hinton

The Universal Jesus
Sundays • 9:15 a.m. • 3rd Floor Art Room

The Story 
This is our story, this is your story, 
but most of all, this is God’s story!
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Journey through Advent with 
trusted companion and spiritual 
thinker Henri Nouwen, who has 

  helped inspire millions to grow  
closer to Jesus. 

For Nouwen, a life of faith is a life 
of prayer, and these daily devotions 
during the weeks of Advent help 
form a lasting spiritual practice. This 
is a new set of beautiful reflections 
for each day throughout Advent. 
If you have never had a chance to 
read Henri Nouwen, this is a great 
sampling of one of Fr. Darren’s 
spiritual heroes and guide for the 
common life of faith meant for 
a season which seems never slow 
down — pause and refresh with these 
thoughts and prayers. Copies are 
available in the narthex as you enter 
the church nave.

Advent 
Devotional Book

Pick up a companion for 
your devotional journey

This summer and fall, a hardy group 
of St. Thomas parishioners has been 
working to help build two homes side 
by side in the West College Hill neigh-
borhood of Springfield Township. 
Like all Habitat for Humanity hous-
es, they are being built in partnership 
with the future homebuyers, Danielle 
and Monica. On five Saturdays, vol-
unteers have worked with experienced 
crew leaders from the Eastside Coali-
tion of churches doing just about ev-
erything – roofing, siding, painting, 
insulation, cleaning, and more! We’ve 
also provided lunch for two of the 
build days, feeding 25 or so hungry 
and hot workers.
 
Thanks to our crew this season: Ken 
and Rosalee Campbell, Steve Stueck, 
Winky Skinner, Ken Smith, Zoë Gi-
zara and friend Es, John Tiffany, Lee 
Frederick, Beth Benson, and Fr. Dar-
ren. And to our lunch helpers: Jessica 

Knochelmann, Charlotte and Julie 
Coates, Lou Scott, Jay Benson, and 
Elsa Reiter.
 
Stay tuned for news of the dedication 
of the two homes on a late November/
early December Saturday. We’d love to 
see you there — and at a build site next 
season!
— Beth Benson

Dedication Coming Soon

Candidates for the Vestry/Board of 
Directors may be nominated in an 
at-large process.  According to the by-
laws, candidates for Vestry must be 
communicants in good standing. Any 
Member of the parish may nominate 
a candidate for the Vestry with the 
written consent of the nominee. Such 
nominations must be in the hands of 
the Rector or one of the wardens at 

least two weeks prior to the Annual 
Meeting — in this case, by Sunday, 
January 13th (Article III, Section 4). 
Any questions about the nominees 
or the nominating process should be 
directed to the Rector or the Senior 
Warden. You can reach Fr. Darren by 
email at Darren@stthomasepiscopal.
org or call him through the parish 
office at 513.831.2052.

Annual Meeting & Breakfast
Sunday, January 27, 2018 

9:00 am — Breakfast
9:15 to 10:15am — Meeting (Yes, just one hour!)

Items to Include: Financial Report and Presentation of 2019–2020 Budget
 Election of New Vestry Members • Address by the Rector
 Bi–Law Updates • Appreciating Retiring Vestry Members
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The Rock of Ages 
November 15th, 16th, 17th
Anderson Center Theater 

Take a wild and funny flight to heav-
en with Friends of the Groom Theater 
Company, as they answer never-be-
fore-asked questions about the afterlife: 
What’s the in-flight movie on the celes-
tial airline? What celebrities will you see 
when you arrive? And does the hereafter 
have its own version of Jimmy Fallon? 

Find out at a performance that begins 
with the journey to Eternity, and ends 
with a talk show just inside the pearly 
gates. Treat your family to an unforget-
table holiday experience with Friends of 
the Groom Theater Company, as they 
present a new original play, The Rock of 
Ages Show, on November 15, 16, and 17 
at the Anderson Center Theater, 7850 
Five Mile Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45230. 
Show times are Thursday at 7:30 PM; 
Friday at 7:30 PM; and Saturday at 3:00 
PM and 7:30 PM. Tickets are $18 for 
adults; and $15 for children, students, 
and groups of 10 or more. To reserve 
tickets, call 831-2859 or check online at 
www.friendsofthegroom.org. 

St. Thomas began hosting a commu-
nity 3rd grade Girl Scout troop in 
September. The seven Brownies in 
Troop 45334 are 3rd graders from 
Anderson, Fairfax, Mariemont, Mil-
ford, and Terrace Park. This new 
troop is focused on teaching tradi-
tions and getting girls active outdoors. 
The troop meets two Wednesday’s a 

month, primarily in the Guild Room.  
If you see the girls in the hall, please 
greet them with a “Hey – Hey , Girl 
Scouts”. They’ll greet you back in re-
turn. To get in contact with the troop, 
contact Christy Panzarella or Tiera 
Meyer at GSTroop45334@gmail.
com. Shalom.

Brownie Troop
“Hey, hey Girl Scouts”

The St. Thomas Dinner Club meets 
the second Wednesday of every 
month. Join us and enjoy fellowship 
and lovely dining in the quiet atmo-
sphere of the Terrace Park Country 
Club. Social time begins at 6 p.m. and 
dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Entrée 
choices in November are Traditional 
Thanksgiving Dinner or Baked Salm-
on. The December choices are Prime 

Roast Beef or Salmon. Cost $23.50. 
To make a reservation make out a 
check to St. Thomas Church, and mail 
it to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills Dr.,  
Milford 45150. (513.831.4353)

St. Thomas Dinner Club 
Wednesday, November 14th • Wednesday, December 12th
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Family Dinners  
and “Our Story”

Every first Thursday (and every first 
Thursday after), you and your family are 
invited to join us for a Church Family 
Dinner and “Our Story.” Enjoy dinner 
and fellowship, starting at 6 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall. At 6:30 p.m., children, 
youth, and adults have their own pro-
grams, with adults gathering for Our 
Story, a small group conversation from 
6:30– 7:15 p.m. that is part of The Sto-
ry series we’re exploring this year. The 
choirs come together for combined re-
hearsal time at 7:15 p.m. For more in-
formation, contact Jessica Knochelmann 
at 513-520-9183 or jknochelmann@ 
stthomasepiscopal.org.

Every Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. 
in the Hearth Room

Come and enjoy some fellowship 
and a cup of tea or coffee on Tues-
day mornings! Our Coffee Chat 
group will move back to Wednesdays 
beginning January 9th at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Hearth Room. Our group 
is informal and relaxing...a time to 
talk about life! Child care is free 
and available with Joy and Rhonda. 
Everyone is welcome! For more in-
formation, please contact Linda Sw-
ensson at lindaswen294@gmail.com.

Coffee Chat
Moving to Wednesdays
starting January 9th

Monthly, every 3rd Sunday 
at 5:00 p.m. 

November 18th
December 16th   

You are invited to a find space to 
sit with God and be renewed. Taizé 
Worship is held every third Sunday 
of the month. Rest. Reflect. Pray.

Taizé Evening
Worship

Fill your Heart and your cup with The 
Sisters of the Holy Grail on the fourth 
Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 pm.  

All adult women of St. Thomas are invit-
ed to decompress from the stresses of the 

day by gathering to laugh, love and learn. 
SHOP and SOCIALIZE at this month’s 
meeting to be held in the Parish Hall this 
upcoming Wednesday, November 28th 
at 6:30 p.m.  Merchandise will be avail-
able for purchase from Bead for Life – a 
non-profit organization which supports 
poor women in Uganda and other Afri-
can countries through the sale of jewelry 
created with recycled paper.  A portion of 
the proceeds will also support St. Thomas. 
If convenient, bring a snack for our 
potluck table. Friends are welcome.  
Have fun while getting your Christmas 
shopping done!

No Stress. No Commitment. 
Know the love of Jesus.

Love each other as I have loved you.

The Sisters of the Holy Grail
Wednesday, Nov. 28th • 6:30 p.m.
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Dec. 2 First Sunday in Advent
 Worship, Rite I, 8 a.m.
 Worship, Rite II, 10:15 a.m.
 Bach Vespers, 5 p.m.

  Caroling on the Green, 6 p.m.,  
Dec. 8  Christmas Caper, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Dec. 9 Second Sunday in Advent

 Worship, Rite I, 8 a.m.
 Worship, Rite II, 10:15 a.m. 

Dec. 16 Third Sunday in Advent
 Worship, Rite I, 8 a.m.
 Worship, Rite II, 10:15 a.m.
 Taize Evening Prayer, 5 p.m. 

Dec. 17 Messiah Sing-Along, 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 23 Fourth Sunday in Advent

 Worship, Rite I, 8 a.m.
 Worship, Rite II, 10:15 a.m.
 Lessons and Carols, 5 p.m.

2018 
Advent & ChristmAs sChedule

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Pageant & Communion, 4 p.m.
Holy Eucharist with Carols, 8 p.m.
Carol Prelude, 10:30 p.m.
Festive Choral Eucharist, 11 p.m. 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist with Carols, 10 a.m.

Merry Christmas!



19
st. thomAs episcopAl church tiDiNgs

View our Church Calendar at:  www.stthomasepiscopal.org

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get involved today! 
To donate cookies, please email or call Terri Moorhead at 
tc.moorhead@gmail.com or (513) 884‐1339. 
To volunteer or donate another item, please contact Lou Scott 
(mlscott696@fuse.net) or Liz Frederick (llfrederick55@gmail.com)

 

The  easiest  way  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Christmas 
Caper’s  success  is  to 
attend,  but  it  takes  many 
hands  to  make  the  event 
happen! 

GET IN ON THE FUN! 
BE A VOLUNTEER 

WANTED: 
 

Bakers  
Help us get to 1,000 Dozen Christmas Cookies!  Yes, that’s right.  We have 
the big hairy audacious goal of collecting ‘dough’nations of 1,000 dozen 
cookies so we don’t run out again!  If every St Thomas household baked 
just 5 dozen (double a normal recipe size), we would be there!  Recipes 
are available if you’re stumped with what to make. 

Calling All Christmas Elves! 
Many hands make for light(er) work!  Volunteers of all ages are 
needed for a variety of tasks including packaging, group 
baking/making events, set‐up, working at the event stocking 
plates & selling, and clean‐up afterwards. 
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Saturday, December 8th
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
St.Thomas Episcopal Church

100 MiamiAvenue, Terrace Park, OH

Don’t Miss Our Annual 
Christmas Caper 
A Festival of Cookies and More! 

Homemade Christmas cookies by the pound!
Handmade English Toffee, Buckeyes, Brittle, 

Confections, and Preserves for Giving and Gatherings

Time for Fun for Family & Friends! 
• Enjoy lunch at the Caper Café

• Live music and entertainment 

• Children’s activities with a visit by St. Nick

• Raffle (amazing prizes!)

Call Liz Frederick at 513.289.6777
or llfrederick55@gmail.com
to get involved

All proceeds go to benefit families in need
through Inter Parish Ministries.


