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We, as Christians in the Anglican tradition, have always placed a high degree 
of importance on the message of the Incarnation. There is something in the 
message and mystery of God coming down among humanity that touches the 
essence of how we see ourselves and relate to God, that our liturgy affirms and 
the Word of God proclaims: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

I believe how we live our lives, both individually and collectively, makes the 
Gospel powerful, tangible, incarnational. All that we do, points to this truth. 
The way in which you and your family have participated in and around our 
church in this past month cause this message to come alive. Thank you for 
your participation in outreach, fellowship, our Christian formation offerings, 
stewardship and leadership, and, of course, our music and worship. Your 
dedication and commitment has truly helped to make the message of the 
Incarnation and of the Gospel itself all the more real and accessible for the wider world. 

Our Christmas celebrations and worship services were truly inspirational and beautiful; one need only 
look around St. Thomas to realize that the Spirit is moving in this Church. God is still speaking — making 
the message of hope and love known in ever more ways. As we move into Epiphany, we now hear:

Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”

This is how we herald Epiphany — with the declaration of 
new life. The uncertainty and even fear of the darkness have 
given way to light — a new light that illumines a path; the 
Light of God has now come into a darkened world. More than 
simply night, darkness here refers to life which had become so 
estranged and anxious. This season of Epiphany moves beyond 
announcement, however, and focuses on what God is doing, 
how God is now made known, manifest in our world. It is a 

season of celebration, it is a season of action. It would be easy to marvel at the supernatural aspects of what 
we read about these weeks as we follow the Gospel, but I would call your attention to something else: how 
God is made known — always in the context of what is shared — in relationships. Every year we affirm this 
incredible aspect of God’s revelation by what we do as well, whether through Baptism, celebrated the first 
Sunday after the Epiphany, Communion, our fellowship, outreach, formation, and more locally, with our 
Annual Meeting. We too, like the wise men in the first Epiphany story, declare what we experience as God 
is made manifest by the life and ministry we share. You can read about this within this and every edition 
of Tidings and even more, one experiences it first-hand within the community.

As we enter Epiphany in this year of our Lord 2019, I am excited and look forward to continuing to share 
with you just how much the Holy Spirit is moving in and throughout this parish for our wider community. 
Indeed, the light has come and illumines our path!

The Rev Darren Elin

Faith Matters 
With Epiphany, We Celebrate How God Is Made Known!

The uncertainty and even fear of 
the darkness have given way to 
light — a new light that illumines 
a path; the Light of God has now 
come into a darkened world.

513.448.7999 | darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Darren Elin
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T he top is in reach…with your 
help! We are 90% toward our 
goal of $650,000 which means 

we have only 10% to raise. Have you been 
meaning to make a Pledge for 2019 but 
haven’t been able to send it in yet? Now 
more than ever we need to remember 
that our church is the ministry of all of 
us. We are all that someone else. It is by 
our Annual Giving Pledges that we can 
establish a budget in which the work of 
the Church depends. A pledge is your 
plan to join us in our overall mission. 
It matters that, “We’re all in together.” 
You can pledge online or simply contact 
Claudia Potter in the accounting office 
at cpotter@stthomasepiscopal.org and 
she will be glad to assist you.

During the upcoming Annual Meeting, 
we will review how your pledges and 
other contributions keep our budget 
on track, despite unforeseen expenses 
we encounter throughout the year. 
Thanks to our Finance Committee and 
Vestry, we are able to respond to fiscal 
challenges and prayerfully consider 
how best to realize our mission within 
the resources entrusted to us. While 

this may sound fundamental, this work 
remains no less difficult and complex. 
Our ministry continues to be possible 
because of your continued commitment 
to our mission and vision: To make 
God’s love known by who we are, what 
we practice and how we serve others in 
Christ’s Name. 

St. Thomas exists and continues to 
grow as a result of the generosity of you 
and your fellow members – over 80% of 
our needed income is from the Annual 
Giving Pledges and it’s what we offer 
together that continues to make all the 
difference! Stewardship, in all its forms, 
begins with prayer and thanksgiving, 
celebrating how we serve Christ with all 
that we are blessed and entrusted with—
our gifts, talents, time and leadership.

Haven’t had a chance to send in your 
2019 Annual Giving Pledge yet? It’s not 
too late and you make a real difference as 
every Pledge counts! Send your Annual 
Giving Pledge either in-person during 
worship in the coming weeks, dropping 
it by the parish office or simply by mail. 
Also, you can even make an Annual 

Giving Pledge by phone, email or go 
to our secure website portal to make a 
recurring gift. No matter how you choose 
to pledge, thank you! Your commitment 
makes all the difference!
— The Rev. Darren Elin

We’re Almost There
Will You Be the One to Help Make the Difference?
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Joe Dumont 
What an incredible  
three years! I 
am a native 
Cincinnatian who 
recently celebrated 
my 14th wedding 
anniversary with 
my wife, Allison. 
We have three 
lovely children, Paul (11), Isaac (9) and 
Audrey (7). All three of our children 
have attended St. Thomas Nursery 
School, which is how we found our 
home at St. Thomas and have been 
involved with Family Ministry as well 
as the music program of the parish. 

“Together, we feel a responsibility and are 
grateful to be able to continue to invest in 
a community that has come to mean so 
much to us over these last years.”

Amy Elberfeld 
My husband and I 
entered the doors 
of St. Thomas 
when our oldest 
child was born. 
We attended the 
8 a.m. service, 
and our daughter 
became known as 
the “eight o’clock baby.” Our daughter 
is now 36, and our son is 32 years 
old. You will now find my husband, 
Dave, and I back at the 8 a.m. service 
as empty nesters. I have worn many 
hats over the years — daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, home 
economics teacher, dental hygienist, 
PTO and PTA volunteer, PTO and 
PTA president, Altar Guild member, 
Altar Guild team chair, Altar Guild 
President. I currently serve on Altar 
Guild as a team member and team 
chairperson, and I organize and serve 
monthly dinners at Thomaston Woods. 

“I consider my term on vestry to be 
part of my spiritual journey, another 
way to serve God, and to serve St. 
Thomas. I hope to help enable more 
members of St. Thomas to volunteer 
their time and service.”

Bea Filimonov 
The last several 
years have been 
full of hard work, 
but also filled 
with a sense of 
excitement and 
fulfillment. From 
the Faith, Family, 
Future Initiative, to 
the complete renovation of Thomaston 
Woods, to the reconstitution of Stephen 
Ministry, the dedicated members of the 
vestry have put in long hours of prayerful 
consideration and support of these 
and other vital ministries. The vestry, 
especially the executive committee, has 
also dedicated much time, energy, and 
expertise to developing and implementing 
a deficit-free budget which supports the 
needs of the parish while maintaining 
fiscal respons   ibility. With a wide range 
of personalities, skills, and interests, 
the vestry members have always been 
able to keep the vision of the ministry 
of St. Thomas first and foremost in all 
discussions and decisions. 
“I would be both humbled and proud 
to serve another term.”

Karen Long 
I have been an 
active member of 
St. Thomas since 
1979. Tom and I 
were married here 
in 1980, which is 
also the founding 
year of Friends of 
the Groom Theater 
Company, Tom’s employer and our family 

ministry. Our daughters, Emily and Becca, 
grew up at St. Thomas and participated in 
Sunday School, choir, youth group, and 
Mountain TOP. I grew up in Findlay, 
Ohio, and attended church and school 
(through 8th grade) at St. Michael the 
Archangel Roman Catholic Church. I 
have a B.A. in Social Work and Spanish 
from the University of Findlay (where 
my father was an English professor) 
and a M.A. in School Counseling from 
Xavier University. I have spent over 40 
years working with children of all ages in 
agency, church, and school settings being 
a parent educator, youth leader, Sunday 
School teacher, child abuse prevention 
trainer, and school counselor. I have 
served in numerous leadership roles as an 
agency director, Board President of Inter 
Parish Ministry, vestry member during 
two interim periods, part of the original 
team that developed Thomaston Woods, 
serving on two search committees, VBS 
Coordinator and a variety of committees 
at St. Thomas. I am currently a school 
counselor at Mason Middle School. In 
addition to my role on Vestry, I serve on 
the prayer team and as a Stephen Minister 
Care Giver. 

“Our lives have been blessed and 
enriched by our extended family at 
St. Thomas and we have benefited 
tremendously from all of the support of 
the prayer warriors in this community.”

Candidates for Officers 
(1-Year Renewable Terms)

• Jim Davis (Vestry Sr. Warden, 
additional term)

• Jon Saxton (Vestry Jr. Warden, 
additional term)

• Linda Rockaway (Vestry Clerk/
Secretary, additional term)

• Nate Prather (Vestry Treasurer, 
first term)

Candidates for Election at Annual Meeting



Unless otherwise noted, all events take place 
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church at 5 p.m.  
A Pre-Vespers Lecture begins at 4:30pm. 

Bach Vespers 
Sunday, October 7th, 5 p.m. 
Bach: Jesu, der du meine Seele, BWV 78 

Bach Vespers for all saints 
Sunday, November 4th, 5 p.m. 
O Jesu Christ, mein Lebens Licht, BWV 118 
Selig ist der Mann, BWV 57 

Bach Vespers for adVent 
Sunday, December 2nd, 5 p.m. 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 62 

concert: Messiah sing-along 
Monday, December 17th, 7:30 p.m. 
Christmas Concerto (Corelli) 
Messiah, Part I (Handel) 

 

The B.E.S.T. Mid-Winter Festival

conVersations in concert
Saturday, January 4th, 7:30 p.m.
Selections from the Bach Cello Suites
Erik Anderson, cello 

Bach Vespers for epiphany
Sunday, January 6th, 5 p.m. 
Jesus schläft, was sol lich hoffen, BWV 81

Best young artists recital
Friday, February 1st, 7:30 p.m.

Bach eucharist
Sunday, February 3rd, 10:15 a.m.
Herr Jesu Christ, wahr’ Mensch und Gott, 
BWV 127

Bach Vespers 
Sunday, March 3rd, 5 p.m. 
Bekennen will ich seinen Namen, BWV 200 
World Premiere Cantata (Douglas Pew)

Bach Vespers for palM sunday 
Sunday, April 14th, 5 p.m. 
Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stund, SWV 478 
(Heinrich Schütz) 

Bach Vespers for easter 
Sunday, May 5th, 5 p.m. 
Christus, der ist mein Leben, BWV 95

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 100 MIAMI AVENUE, TERRACE PARK, OHIO

W W W. B A C H E N S E M B L E . O R G

Bach Vespers series
The Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas
2018 – 2019 Season
Timeless Music Today



7
ST. ThomaS epiScopal church TidingS

Looking for some wonderful music to 
warm you up during the cold winter 
months? Then be sure to save the dates 
for four special events over two weekends 
in January and February as the Bach En-
semble presents the 2019 Midwinter Fes-
tival. The festival will include recitals and 
services, featuring incredible musicians 
from our area and beyond.
 
Recital: ordinaryextraordinary 
Friday, January 4, 7:30 p.m.
Cellist Erik Anderson presents a unique 
evening of performance and conversa-
tion. With the music of Bach’s cello 
suites as the starting point, Erik guides 
the audience through a discussion of 
music, with music choices determined by 
the subject and nature of questions. Visit 
bachensemble.org to purchase tickets.
Tickets $15 
 

Bach Vespers For Epiphany
Sunday, January 6, 5:00 p.m.
This Vespers will feature a performance 
of Bach’s Cantata 81, Jesus schläft, was 
solo ice hoffen, with soloists Lauren Mc-
Calister, Andreas Kirtley, and David Rug-
ger. The prelude music will feature CSO 
Principal Flute Randy Bowman. 
 
Recital: Bach Ensemble Young Artists 
In Concert
Friday, February 1, 7:30 p.m.
Hear the Young Artists perform a variety 
of music and they showcase their incred-
ible talent. Visit bachensemble.org for 
tickets.
Tickets $15
 
Bach Eucharist
Sunday, February 3, 10:15 a.m.
The Bach Ensemble moves to the morn-
ing! Bach’s Cantata 127, Herr Jesu 

Christ, war’ Mensch und Gott will be the 
feature music at the 10:15 a.m. Holy Eu-
charist at St. Thomas.

Bach Ensemble’s Midwinter Festival
Four Special Events Over Two Weekends

Candidates for the Vestry/Board 
of Directors may be nominated in 
an at-large process.  According to 
the by-laws, candidates for Vestry 
must be communicants in good 
standing. Any Member of the 
parish may nominate a candidate 
for the Vestry with the written 
consent of the nominee. Such 
nominations must be in the hands 
of the Rector or one of the wardens 
at least two weeks prior to the 

Annual Meeting — in this case, by 
Sunday, January 13th (Article III, 
Section 4). Any questions about 
the nominees or the nominating 
process should be directed to the 
Rector or the Senior Warden. You 
can reach Fr. Darren by email at 
Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or 
call him through the parish office 
at 513.831.2052. Jim Davis can be 
reached at jjdavis@cinci.rr.com or 
513.484.5600.

Annual Meeting & Breakfast
Sunday, January 27, 2019 

9:00 am — Breakfast
9:15 to 10:15am — Meeting (Yes, just one hour!)

Items to Include: Financial Report and Presentation of 2019–2020 Budget
 Election of Continuing Vestry Members • Address by the Rector • Bi–Law Updates 
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Sunday Mornings continue to be 
what starts the week right. For 
adults, come explore The Story 

with your friends and our discussion in 
the Parish Hall (9:15-10am). Each week 
can stand alone with a specific handout 
and video presentation that accompa-
nies our discussion (and we always have 
previous session handouts available 
if you want to brush-up), so don’t be 
afraid to just jump-in! Come join us as 
we continue exploring The Story…God’s 
Story…your story. 

There’s a way for all of us to explore The 
Story. Children (grades 1st–6th grade) 
can journey together at the same time 
as their parents — meeting on Sundays 
at 9:15 in Atrium 2 on the 3rd Floor. 
Here, Jessica Knochelmann and Linda 

Swensson are our children’s guides for 
this great journey through the Bible. 
For our youngest members, the nursery 
is open earlier this year so that parents 
can experience The Story. Our youth 
(grades 6th-12th) follow after the later 
Sunday morning Eucharist, gathering 
in the Guild Room at 11:30.

For those ready to go a bit deeper into 
The Story, our own Fr. Wes Hinton and 
Jamie Flerlage co-lead a special explo-
ration this year into Luke. This group, 
Universal Jesus will now be meeting next 
to The Story in the Hearth Room, begin-
ning January 6th. The Story is but one of 
several examples that make this year so 
powerful and special for you and your 
family and friends. Make a point to join 
us yourself as well as invite that friend 
and tell them, “Come for The Story, stay 
for the message!”

If you miss a particular Sunday session 
of The Story or would like a more inti-
mate setting to explore The Story, join 
the Thursday night group (6 p.m.–7 
p.m.) in the Parlor on the 4th Floor.

Beginning in January, The Universal  
Jesus will make a few adjustments:
1: We’re going to try out meeting in 
The Hearth Room, rather than down-
stairs. We’ll have tables and chairs for 
the note takers. (And, a fireplace!) 
With the doors closed, we should be 
able to live in peace with our neighbors 
attending The Story in the main hall.
2: We took on a lot with just The Gos-
pel of Luke alone, and we don’t want 
to shortchange this wonderful gospel. 
We’re aiming to complete Luke in 
time for Easter. As for Luke’s second 

volume, The Acts of the Apostles, it will 
be our topic when we begin again in 
the fall.

The story of Luke’s congregation, and 
how they dealt with themselves and 
others, is a very human story. In spite 
of the conflicts they faced, both in-
ternal and external, the way in which 
they arrived at their evolving under-
standing of a Jesus for all peoples, in 
all times and places — is a story for our 
time as well.
— By Fr. Wesley Hinton

The Universal Jesus
Sundays • 9:15 a.m. • Hearth Room

Adult Spiritual Formation 
in the New Year 

Great things are happening throughout the week!
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As we move from Advent and Christmas 
into the Epiphany, we invite children 
and teens, grades 5th-12th, to join in 
our 2nd annual Youth Liturgy Project!! 

The Youth Liturgy Project continues for 
seven weeks, from January 13th through 
March 3rd. Our first meeting will be an 
explanation of why being part of the 
worship service is such a wonderful 
blessing to ourselves, our parish family, 
and the church. 

We will be offering descriptions of lay 

positions avail-
able and why each 
is so special to the 
weekly Sunday 
celebration. The 
Project gives chil-
dren and teens 
the opportunity 
to try a new way 
of serving God 
for a short period of time and to reflect 
on whether or not it is something they 
may want to continue for the remainder 
of the year.

Youth & Family 
Our Annual Youth Liturgy Project

Jessica Knochelmann

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Happy New Year! The children of St. 
Thomas will be continuing their study of 
Jesus through our Godly Play curriculum 
during 2019. We hope to get to know 
Him better as we hear the stories of His 
life and how those lessons apply to us to-
day. As always, volunteers are needed to 
assist me on Sunday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. (Teenagers age 16 and older are wel-
come to volunteer on their own. Younger 
teens can volunteer with another adult.) 

Please sign up on the Godly Play room 
bulletin board or email me at lindasw-
en294@gmail.com. Thank you for your 
wonderful children!

Mountain Top 
Summer planning isn’t far away for 
most of us! If you are interested in at-
tending Mountain Top, the week of 
June 22-29, be sure to get your regis-
tration form in ASAP -- the spots have 
been filling up quickly! There is a lot of 
excitement and anticipation from both 
teens and adults for the upcoming trip 
— don’t miss out!

The registration form can be found 
on the St. Thomas website under the 
Service Tab, “Mt. Top.” Or grab one 
in the Narthex on Sunday morning in 
the coming weeks!

Children’s Formation

Upcoming
Youth & Family

Events
All youth and families are invited to 
take part in St. Thomas family min-
istry outings for fun and fellowship! 
To sign up, please contact: Jessica 
Knochelmann at jknochelmann@
stthomasepiscopal.org.
 
• Final day of Christmas Break, 
Ice Skating and Lunch at Fountain 
Square: Wednesday, January 2nd, 
11:00 a.m.
• Snow Tubing at Perfect North 
Slopes: Sunday, February 10th. Car-
pool departs St. Thomas 12:00 p.m.

Procter Summer Schedule 2019
CAMP OPEN HOUSE: MAY 4TH

Leaders-in-Training June 7-9
Family Camp 1 June 14-16 All ages
Youth Camp 1 June 17-22 Entering 3-9 grade
Youth Camp 2 June 24-29 Senior High
Family Camp 2 July 5-7 Sagrada Familia
Family Camp 3 July 11-14 All ages
Camp RISE Grief Camp July 15-20 Campers grieving  a relative’s death 
  due to drug use, (by application)
Youth Camp 3 July 22-27 Entering 3-9 grade
Family Camp 4 July 31-Aug. 3 All Ages

Register by April 1st for an Early Bird Discount!
Please contact Jessica Knochelmann at jknochelmann@stthomasepiscopal.org, 
513.520.9183 for more information.



10
TidingS ST. ThomaS epiScopal church

As much as we all enjoy the festivi-
ties and celebrations of Christmas 
and the New Year, it is nice to get 

back into the routine of school again and 
see all our happy kiddos. The cold weath-
er in January inspires us to have “Pajama 
Day” where Nursery school staff and chil-
dren alike come dressed in their warmest, 
coziest pajamas. We enjoy snuggling with 
blankets, reading books, and having ce-
real and milk for a snack. Pajama Day is 
Wednesday, January 16th (parents are also 
welcome to drop off and pick up in their 
jammies…why get dressed if you don’t 
have to?) Love is in the air in February as 
we celebrate Valentine’s Day, including 
learning the story of how Valentine’s Day 
came to be. This holiday is such a good 
opportunity to talk about how we show 
love to our friends and families, as well 
as practice small motor skills as we design 
and make our own valentines.

We will be holding parent-teacher con-
ferences the end of January. In prepara-
tion, the teachers will spend one on one 
time with each child conducting a basic 
evaluation of their knowledge base and 
skill sets. (This very informal time is pre-
sented to the children as playing games 
with their teacher). This is in addition 
to what the teacher has been observing 
all school year. You will be receiving a 
questionnaire from the school that we 
ask you to fill out and return BEFORE 
your child’s conference. This allows the 
teacher to be aware of specific questions 
or concerns you may have and can be 
prepared to address them completely. 
Check your child’s calendar to see what 
day your teacher is holding conferences. 
We hold the conferences during regular 
class time, and sign-up sheets will be post-
ed outside each classroom. Conferences 
by phone are also an option if you prefer. 
Please let your teacher know if you would 
like to have your conference by phone 
and she can arrange a mutually conve-

nient day. Note for DK parents: The 
DK classes will have their conferences 
in March. Since the families in this class 
know their children are entering kinder-
garten the next school year, we find in 
more beneficial to share feedback closer 
to when the school year is ending.
 
January ends with the priority registration 
deadline for the 2019–2020 school year. 
Registration forms will be coming home 
in backpacks when we return to school 
the beginning of January. They will also 
be available on the website and in the 
Nursery School office. To participate in 
the priority registration, completed reg-
istration forms and the registration fee 
must be in the Nursery School office 
by Thursday, January 31st at 3:00 p.m.  
We will let families know their placement 
the week of February 11th.

A reminder about our school closing pol-
icy: If Mariemont City Schools are on a 
delay, STNS morning classes are canceled, 
but PM classes will be held. There is NO 
extended Day if there is no AM classes. 
If Mariemont City Schools close for the 
day, STNS is closed. Because many of our 
families and staff come from other com-
munities, we sometimes will have a delay 
or close even if Mariemont City Schools 
remain open. You will receive a remind 
text regarding the school status from your 
child’s teacher, the status will be posted 
on our Facebook page, and our school sta-
tus will be on posted on WCPO’s website. 

Blessings,
Emily Keiser 
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School

Snuggling, Blankets, and Reading Books

Important Upcoming Dates
Jan. 7 School resumes
Jan. 10 Family Chapel
Jan. 16  Pajama Day
Jan. 21 No School  
Jan. 28-30 Conferences (check your  
 child’s calendar for his/ 
 her class date)
Jan. 31 Deadline for priority  
 registration for 2019– 
 2020 school year 

Feb. 7 Family Chapel
Week of February 11  
 Valentine’s Day
Feb.18–19 No School
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The following scenario was written by a former 
Stephen Ministry Care Receiver at St. Thomas 
who has since made the decision to become a 
Stephen Minister in a future training class.

Setting: A chance encounter…

Fr. Darren: Have you thought about 
having a Stephen Minister?
Me: Um, not really. I mean it sounds 
like a good idea and I know they do 
wonders at St. Thomas, but I’m not sure 
I need one.
Fr. Darren: So, you’ll think about it! (a 
statement, not a question)
Me: Sure. (exit stage left as quickly as pos-
sible)

I was going through a rough time. I had my 
family, my friends, my work, my kids, and my 
faith. God and I talked regularly — mainly 
with me steering the conversation down the 
same paths over and over again. Why? Why 
did it happen? Why me? Why now? What 
comes next? The answers were not coming. 
Or, if they were, I was not getting them.

Instinct took over as it always does during 
times when I am suffering. Head up, shoul-
ders back, keep calm and carry on. But slow-
ly I was falling apart as I worked so hard to 
keep it together.

A few weeks later…

Fr. Darren: So, have you thought about 
getting a Stephen Minister? 
Me: Um, maybe.
Fr. Darren: It’s easy. Just call Judy.
Me: (in my head, if I say yes, he will go 
away) Yes.

The walk with my Stephen Minister 
began…

It was easy -just like Fr. Darren said. There 
was a call. There was an invitation for tea. 
And there on a winter’s night, I came apart. 
Piece by piece, bit by bit, coming apart so I 
could be rebuilt - not alone, but with a part-
ner on the journey I didn’t want to be on.

As usual, God did answer my questions 
- in his way, rather than mine. In his 
time, rather than mine. Through tea 
and walks and talks and lunches and 
breakfasts, my Stephen Minister gave 
me the gift of togetherness, the gift of 
support, the gift of not going it alone. 
And for that, I am forever grateful. 

One year later… 

Fr. Darren: Hey, we’re recruiting for 
another class of Stephen Ministers. You 
interested?
Me: Yes, very interested.
Fr. Darren: No hesitation, no diver-
sions to change the topic or escape?
Me: No. I have received and now it is 
my turn to give.

If you are experiencing some of the 
above feelings or others related to any 
of life’s problems, contact Fr. Darren 
Elin, Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org; 
Rosalee Campbell, rrmc4344@aol.com; 
or Bea Filimonov, filimonovbea@ya-
hoo.com.

Stephen Ministry at St. Thomas
This is How It Began

®

Fill your Heart and your cup with 
The Sisters of the Holy Grail on the 
fourth Wednesdays of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

All adult women of St. Thomas 
are invited to decompress from the 
stresses of the day by gathering to 
laugh, love and learn. We will break 
bread together — Pot luck grazing 
dishes (enough for 4) are encour-
aged but not required. We will feed 
our spirits with a variety of activities 
— some contemplative, some purely 
recreational.

Hanging with the Sisters is not 
about “one more thing I have to 
get done” or “feeling pushed out-
side of my comfort zone.” Time to-
gether is about filling that internal 
emptiness by connecting with God 
through our connection with one 
another.

No Stress. No Commitment. 

Know the love of Jesus.

Love each other as 

I have loved you.

The Sisters of 
the Holy Grail

Wednesday, Jan. 23rd
Wednesday, Feb. 13th
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• Tuesday, March 5th, 6:00 p.m., 
 Mardi Gras Dinner — Classic 

Gumbo, Vegetarian Gumbo, 
Jambalaya, Louisiana Music and 
Flavor for all!

• Wednesday, March 6th   
Lenten Services at 12:00 noon 
and 7:00 p.m.

Looking Ahead 
to March

Family Dinners 
and “Our Story”

Every first Thursday, you and your family 
are invited to join us for a Church Fam-
ily Dinner and “Our Story.” Enjoy din-
ner and fellowship, starting at 6 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall. At 6:30 p.m., children, 
youth, and adults have their own pro-
grams, with adults gathering for Our Sto-
ry, a small group conversation from 6:30– 
7:15 p.m. that is part of The Story series 
we’re exploring this year. The choirs 
come together for combined rehearsal 
time at 7:15 p.m. 

Dinner Specials: 
January — Chili & Cornbread; 
February — Potluck; 
March—SAVE THE DATE for Tuesday, 
March 5th, Mardi Gras, Gumbo, Jamba-
laya, Louisiana Music and Flavor for all!  
Vegetarian Gumbo too! For more infor-
mation, contact Jessica Knochelmann 
at 513-520-9183 or jknochelmann@ 
stthomasepiscopal.org.

Thanks to everyone who helped with our Basket Run!

Sunday, February 3rd may be the 
biggest football game of the year, but 
it is also a great outreach opportunity!  
The Souper Bowl of Caring is a national 
fundraiser and awareness event that uses 
the football game to remind us about the 
hungry people in our community. Please 
bring cans of soup and/or an extra dollar 
to church that day to donate.  As part of 
the national observance of The Souper 
Bowl of Caring, we will join people in 
churches all across the country to collect 
soup and money for those who are 

hungry and 
hurting.  The 
Souper Bowl 
of Caring 
co l le c t ion 
will benefit 
Inter Parish Ministry’s Food Pantry. 
What a fun way to make a difference!  
Go team! For more information, please 
feel free to contact the parish office by 
email at office@stthomasepiscopal.org 
or call (513) 831-2052.

Acknowledging 
the Boy Scouts

Sunday, February 3rd 
at 10:15 a.m.   

St. Thomas, along 
with churches 
nationwide, will 
recognize the 
contributions of 
young people and 
adults to the Boy 
Scouts of America.

St. Thomas’s Cub Scout Pack 97 and 
Boy Scout Troop 286 will be present in 
their uniforms and will participate in 
the procession into the sanctuary.

Celebrating 
Our Struggles

Please consider registering for a 
Women Writing for (a) Change 
session co-facilitated by our own Kelly 
Richey, and Karen Novak, intended 
to strengthen your spiritual core while 
exploring the power of changing your 
life through narrative and being heard 
for what you truly have to say. This six-
week class (Jan 19th – Feb 23rd) invites 
you on a journey to a greater sense of 
purpose and worth through telling 
you story to others. A Free Sampler 
specifically designed to introduce you 
to this class will be held on Sat., Jan 
5th , 10:30 am to Noon. Please call 
513.272.1171 for information.

  The Souper Bowl of Caring
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On Saturday, December 15th, we 
dedicated the two homes we built this 
year. Each home is completely fin-
ished and waiting for occupancy cer-
tificates so the families can move in. 

The Sacred Stitchers of St. Thomas 
presented each partner family with a 
prayer shawl blessed by Father Darren 
and all of the families are grateful for 

their new homes. 

Thanks to everyone who helped this 
year including workers, lunch preparers, 
and St Thomas for its generous dona-
tion to this wonderful outreach pro-
gram. God bless you all!
— Beth Benson

The Homes are Complete!

The St. Thomas Dinner Club meets 
the second Wednesday of every 
month. Join us and enjoy fellowship 
and lovely dining in the quiet atmo-
sphere of the Terrace Park Country 
Club. Social time begins at 6 p.m. and 
dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Watch 
Connections for entrée selections 
for upcoming months. Cost $23.50.  

To make a reservation, make check 
out to St. Thomas Church, and mail 
it to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills Dr.,  
Milford 45150. (513.831.4353)

St. Thomas Dinner Club 
Wednesday, January 9th • Wednesday, February 13th

Monthly, every 3rd Sunday 
at 5:00 p.m. 

January 20th
February 17th   

You are invited to a find space to 
sit with God and be renewed. Taizé 
Worship is held every third Sunday 
of the month. Rest. Reflect. Pray.

Taizé Evening
Worship

Pictured above: The cast and crew of 
the Friends of the Groom Theater 
Company’s latest production, 
The Rock of Ages show, performed 
at the Anderson Community 
Center Theater. The play explored 
concepts concerning the afterlife in 
a humorous way, culminating in a 
talk show in heaven hosted by Simon 

Peter. This year the group traveled 
over 22,000 miles and reached an 
audience of more than 16,000 in 
seven states and 
two countries.  

The Rock of Ages 

Every Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. 
in the Hearth Room

Come and enjoy some fellow-
ship and a cup of tea or coffee on 
Wednesday mornings! Our group 
is informal and relaxing...a time to 
talk about life! Child care is free 
and available with Joy and Rhonda. 
Everyone is welcome! For more in-
formation, please contact Linda Sw-
ensson at lindaswen294@gmail.com.

Coffee Chat
Moving to Wednesdays
starting January 9th
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        Christmas Caper 2018
                Thanks to All Involved!

Thank you to everyone who helped make 
the 2018 St Thomas Christmas Caper 
a HUGE success! With net proceeds 
topping a whopping $9,300 (a new 
record!), the ripple effects of this event 
will keep on giving for months to come 
through the work of Inter Parish Ministry 
and the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.  
 
In addition to our beloved Super 
Singers, the Caper was graced with the 
gift of song by the generous appearance 
of Rosa Mejia and Sam Krausz. Rosa 
Mejia is an Amerifest National Pageant 
participant, and donated her time and 
talent for the entire afternoon. Sam 
Kraus, our resident CCM tenor and 
sometimes choir rehearsal leader, is an 
amazing musician and vocalist of whom 
we are so very proud and honored to 
count among our own.  We cannot say 
thank you enough.  
 
Lou Scott and her kitchen angels made 
over 91 dozen shortbread cookies on 
Wednesday December 5th. That’s 
over 1,078 cookies! Add that to the 
over 500 DOZEN COOKIES received 
from the parish and we did not run 
out this year! After second-day sales on 
Sunday, December 9th, very little was 
remaining. The kitchen refrigerator is 

now fully stocked for other December 
events and hospitality. The remaining 
pantry leftovers will be highlighted 
in a pantry party to be held early next 
year. The seniors at Thomaston woods 
will get spaghetti sauce in their basket, 
and all other leftover goodies have been 
gifted to staff of St Thomas Nursery 
School. Thank you to all who baked 
and provided the stuff from which the 
magic was made! From the generosity of 
St. Thomas and the greater community, 
the ripple effects of this event will keep 
on giving for months to come through 
the work of Inter Parish Ministry.

The winners for the Raffle: 
• Ellie Block – Ming Side Table, 

beautifully hand-crafted by Gerry 
Michaud

• Noel Julnes-Dehner – Pantry Basket 
donated by Christmas Caper Elves

• Anne Cherry – Pottery Platter, 
beautifully hand-crafted by Bonnie 
Mitchell

• Maggie Tobergte – Creche Set, 
donated by Mary Malotke

• Patti Normile – Woodford Reserve 
Box, donated by Tim & Dianna Davis

• Susan Frank – Dried Everlasting 
Arrangement, beautifully hand-
crafted by Sheri Swinehart

• Polly Bassett – Gingerbread House, 
donated by Liz & Lee Frederick

• Bonnie Mitchell – Aglamesis Tower 
of Candy, donated by Diane Lytle

• Maggie Tobergte – Ornament Chest, 
donated by Liz & Lee Frederick

Congratulations to the winners and 
thank you to those who purchased raffle 
tickets to support IPM and the Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund!

Planning for next year’s Christmas 
Caper will begin in January with a 
dinner gathering on January 16th at 
6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Join us to 
tell us your stories and provide input to 
make next year’s Christmas Caper even 
better. If you cannot join us and have 
something to share, or perhaps a nudge 
in your heart (no matter how small) 
to participate in the planning and 
execution for 2019, please reach out to 
Terri Moorhead at tc.moorhead@gmail.
com or 513-884-1339.
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Sunday, January 27th 
in the Parish Hall

9:00 a.m. — Breakfast
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. — Meeting

Items to Include: 
Financial Report and Presentation of 

2019–2020 Budget

 Election of Continuing Vestry Members 

Address by the Rector

 Bi–Law Updates 

Annual Meeting 
& Breakfast


