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Message from the Rector
Faith Matters:  Lent as a 

Shared Gift for the Journey
In the weeks leading to Holy Week and Easter, we are invited to experience life dif-
ferently, both for the church community and for each of us individually. In Lent, a 
number of changes in our worship life occur, such as the use of the color purple, the 
omission of ‘Alleluia,’ replacing our “Hymn of Praise,” the Gloria in Excelsis (Glory 
to God) with the Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy), the use of the Agnus Dei (Lamb of 
God) in Communion and a different Eucharistic Prayer.  The changes are clearly 
seen and felt by the character and mood of these ‘forty days.’  

Over the centuries, the season of Lent has moved from feeling rather “punitive” to 
prayerful and reflective, while maintaining a somber tone and a sense of prepara-
tion with special prayerful disciplines, principally for those who would be baptized 
at Easter.  This was seen as preparing candidates to receive new life themselves, 
the promise of Easter that the whole community reaffirms and celebrates.  We as 
Anglicans, have a tradition of stressing the idea of taking on a spiritual discipline 
rather than simply ‘giving up’ something such as chocolate or coffee. Whatever your 
spiritual practice or spiritual discipline is that makes this season unique for you, 
Lent is simply an occasion to learn and reflect on a deeper level the Good News of 
what God continues to do in our life by making “all things new.”  One dimension 
of that new life was a new share in the ministry of Christ together.

I believe one can never run out of new things to discover about the readings for 
Lent that help make the Lenten story be ‘our story’; but I believe there is something more.  Through Lent, as we enter the 
story through imagery, music, prayers and text, we can figuratively share the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus, the disciples and 
the crowds as Jesus comes down from the Mountain and lives into the fullness of his mission, which is his Passion.  I wonder 
what you will discover – throughout these forty-some days and beyond.  We ponder the mighty work accomplished in Jesus 
Christ and begin to rediscover the implications for our life here and now as we experience Jesus stressing our identity, purpose, 
actions, as well as our role and relationship as disciples.

Jesus shows us that the way to truly live into the full meaning of this new life is through what we share in community, by grow-
ing in our relationship with God and each other, as well as what we share in terms of care and service.  Lent is a perfect time 
to discover what this can mean for your life and the life we share in ministry together.  Whether your discoveries include the 
Lenten readings for the first time, perhaps a new or different devotional for these forty days, a special class or group, outreach 
opportunities, or simply special worship and fellowship, our Lenten journey always calls us deeper into community and what 
we share together. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6th (noon & 7:00 p.m.) and will culminate 40 days later with The Great Vigil of Easter on 
Saturday, April 20th at 7:00 p.m..  As the Spirit moves, we are also blessed to have some incredible resources for this our Lenten 
Observance of 2019:  The Story on Sunday Mornings (or Thursdays 6p-7p in the Parlor), Universal Jesus and the exploration 
of Luke Sunday mornings in March, Lenten devotional booklets for adults as well as materials for youth, Lenten Quiet Day, 
and other resources for the whole family.  There are many offerings and special occasions to mark the weeks of Lent with each 
Sunday, including special worship services for you and your family, such as Bach Vespers, Taizé, and especially Palm Sunday 
and Holy Week, culminating in The Great Vigil of Easter and Easter Day (April 21st).

We hope that you will take advantage of these offerings and invite friends and join us for these services and offerings during 
Holy Week.  No matter how your family chooses to observe this special season, I wonder what you might discover about how 
God is moving in your life and what we share together.  May you have a truly blessed and Holy Lent!
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Our New Associate Rector
The Rev. Heather Buchanan Wiseman

Let me introduce myself.

What a joy to be at St. Thomas!  Your warm hospitality has 
made me feel very welcome.  I look forward to fully participating 
in the life of the parish: preaching and celebrating the liturgy, 
leading small groups, pastoral care and teaching.

I am a native Cincinnatian & cradle Episcopalian.  I was 
baptized at St. Matthew’s in Bond Hill and confirmed by 
Bishop Hobson.  I went to Walnut Hills High School where 
I sang in the choir and participated in school productions.  
I received my BA from Lindenwood College in St. Charles, 
Missouri and M.Div. from Bexley Hall Episcopal/Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary in 2003.  

The first ten years of my ministry were as a deacon.  My 
husband, Marshall, and I began the process for the diaconate 
in 1990.  At the conclusion of my studies, I was encouraged by 
my mentors to become a priest.  Bishop Thompson supported 
my call but after praying about it, I felt it was the wrong time 
in my life to do so.  I was ordained deacon in 1993.

While serving at St. Andrew’s, Evanston, I received a more 
forceful push to the priesthood from other clergy, lay people 
and parishioners. God has a way of getting our attention.  
After much prayer, I again asked Bishop Thompson for his 
blessing.  Both he and I felt this was the right time for me to 
go to seminary.  

I retired from Procter & Gamble after 28 years in June 2000 
to begin studies at Bexley Hall in Bexley, Ohio.  I was elected student body president of Bexley/Trinity my senior year, serving 
on the Disciplinary Board and working with the Dean of the Chapel as vocal coach for Lutheran seminarians. I was ordained 
priest 21 June 2003 at Christ Church Cathedral.  

I was assistant priest at St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township for 11 years, then interim priest and co-pastor at Indian Hill 
Episcopal Presbyterian Church for one and one half years.

I have served in many capacities in the Diocese.  As deacon: Diocesan Convener of Deacons, co-author Forward Movement 
pamphlet, The Diaconate, Commission on Ministry, Liturgy & Music Commission, Agenda & Dispatch, Secretary of Diocesan 
Convention and Litanist for the consecration of The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Bishop of Michigan and former rector of St. 
Andrew’s, Cincinnati.

As priest, I served as secretary for Commission on Ministry, Chair of Liturgy & Music Committee, Deputy to General 
Convention (2006-2012), Secretary of Diocesan Convention, retreat leader and Board member of Community of the 
Transfiguration for the development of St. Mary’s Retreat Center.

I have been married to The Rev. Marshall Wiseman for 43 years.  I have 3 children, The Rev. Grant B. Wiseman, Gregory Scott 
(deceased) and Anne E. Wiseman and two stepdaughters Cameron Holtz and Courtney Rice.  We have 10 grandchildren, 2 
foster grandchildren and a great grandson.

I look forward to getting to know all of you as we share years together.
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Formation at St. Thomas

Throughout this year we have taken the opportunity to figura-
tively journey through the Bible as story…God’s Story.  By our 
exploration and conversations, we have experienced and/or 
rediscovered how the Bible is your story as well.  As extraordi-
nary as this is for adults to do, we have, at the same time been 
doing this with our youth and children as well.  It has already 
been an incredible journey!  Personally, I have read the Bible, 
studied and preached the Bible for years, but it is altogether 
different and renewing to ‘journey’ all the way through, with 
the Bible as a narrative to the story of God and we as His 
children whom God loves so very much.  This year, we are 
making the Bible accessible; we are making God’s story our 
story in conversation.  Later in March, we 
begin a new phase of the journey that may 
feel more familiar, as we explore the New 
Covenant – The Story of the New Testa-
ment.  If you have wanted to explore the 
Bible with us or had gotten too busy for a 
while, this is a great time to join or recon-
nect.  There is even more, however, that 
is happening and deserves its own invita-
tion: Holy Week.

Holy Week is when The Story truly is there for us to figuratively 
enter into and journey through what is the most profound 
part of our faith.  As each week of The Story begins, “This is my 
story, this is your story, but most of all, this is the greatest story, 
this is God’s story.”  As all of us who have already explored the 
Old Testament this year can tell you, it’s far more than words 
or reading alone.  Come and see…experience and share!  Holy 
Week is all about an invitation to experience new life in this 
greatest story.  

As we journey through Holy Week, we have the opportunity 
to renew this commitment of our faith as well as invite friends 
and those seeking a church home to come and see…come and 

experience the wonder and the mystery of those saving acts 
of Jesus Christ that we recall and affirm with the special wor-
ship services of Holy Week.  Throughout the week, we gather 
as a community to then explore in greater detail the differ-
ent aspects of Christ’s Passion and reflect on what they mean 
for our own lives today.  On that Thursday, known as Holy 
Thursday or Maundy Thursday, we recall and celebrate how Je-
sus instituted the meal that continues to shape our common 
life and ministry as “the Lord’s Supper,” while we dramatical-
ly remove the familiar and beautiful objects, similar to Jesus 
being taken away.  We return the next day, Good Friday, to 
commemorate the savings act that was done for us.  On Easter 

Eve, we return to welcome in the power 
and mystery of the Resurrection as the 
whole story comes together in one incred-
ible celebration: The Great Vigil of Easter 
(the first of our four Easter celebrations).  
With Easter Day, we bask in the revelry of 
new life and welcome friends and neigh-
bors from the wider community.  

Through it all, we have the opportunity 
to invite our church friends and hopeful-

ly co-workers, neighbors and family to join us as we come and 
see, experience and indeed grow from the richness of our An-
glican tradition.  Who will invite this year?  Who do you know 
that would love an opportunity to come, see and experience 
the love of God we share in our community of St. Thomas 
and share beyond?  Who do you know who has never had a 
chance to celebrate this sacred and wondrous story that is our 
story? Invite them, better yet, bring them with you, and let us 
once more come see, experience and share Holy Week and 
God’s Story, the message of love for the life we share!

Fr. Darren

Holy Week and The Story:
Turning The Story into Our Story

Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Parish Breakfast | 9:15 a.m.
Liturgy of the Palms & Procession| 10:15 a.m.
Bach Vespers | 5:00 p.m.

We invite you to begin Holy Week observing 
the triumphant entrance of the Savior by 
entering the church carrying palms and 
proclaiming All Glory, Laud, and Honor!
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Luke’s Gospel occu-
pies a unique place in 
the forming Church 

at the end of the first cen-
tury. It marks a transition 
from a predominantly Jew-
ish movement within the synagogues to a separate religion, 
made up of Jews, Samaritans, Gentiles, men and women, 
etc. It moves the center of Christianity from Jerusalem to 
Rome. Reading between the lines, one can find both the 
growing pains and the glory of this expanding movement.

We’ve had a wonderful time putting together our classes for 
you. We expect to be finishing up around the time of Easter 
this spring. Please join us on Sundays in the Hearth Room.

Jamie Flerlage and Wesley Hinton

The Universal Jesus
Sundays | 9:15 a.m. | Hearth Room

The children of St. 
Thomas will be 
continuing their 

study of Jesus through our 
Godly Play curriculum 
during 2019. We hope to 
get to know Him better as 
we hear the stories of His life and how those lessons apply 
to us today. As always, volunteers are needed to assist me on 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. (Teenagers age 16 and older 
are welcome to volunteer on their own. Younger teens can 
volunteer with another adult.) Please sign up on the Godly 
Play room bulletin board or email me at lindaswen294@
gmail.com. Thank you for your wonderful children!

Linda Swennson

Children’s Formation
Sundays | 10:00 a.m. | 3rd Floor Rooms

Baptism & Membership

The Church celebrates four major days for Baptism: The First Sunday af-
ter the Epiphany (the day we remember the baptism of our Lord), Easter 
(celebrating the Resurrection), Pentecost (celebrating the gift of the Holy 

Spirit) and All Saints’ (celebrating the body of the faithful to which we are called 
to help grow as a faith community).

The first Sunday after Easter this year will be Sunday, April 28th. If you or a 
loved one are interested in celebrating Baptism, please contact Fr. Darren by 
email at darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or calling the church office.

If you or your family are ready to celebrate becoming members at St. Thomas, 
Easter is our next opportunity to welcome you formally as new members. For 
more information contact Fr. Darren. 

Easter Flowers & Music

Donations to the St. Thomas Flower 
and Music Fund provide for the 

Easter flowers and musicians. Please 
consider making a contribution. A form 
is included herein and in the church office 
if you would like to contribute and make 
a dedication for your contribution. To 
include your dedication in the bulletin, 
forms are due Monday, April 15.
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Ash Wednesday 2019
Services

Wednesday, March 6, 2019

12:00 p.m. | 7:00 p.m.

Special Mardi Gras Dinner

Tuesday, March 5, 2016

6:00 p.m.
S t .  t h o m a S  E p i S c o p a l  c h u r c h  |  t E r r a c E  p a r k ,  o h i o

Music at St. Thomas

Mardi Gras Party
 Tuesday, March 5, 6 p.m.

Celebrate Shrove Tuesday with a MARDI GRAS PARTY 
at St. Thomas! The event will include a traditional Loui-
siana-style dinner with Jambalaya and Gumbo starting at 
6:00pm. We’ll have Mardi Gras music, beads, great food 
and fun. This is a family-friendly event.

Basilica Concert
Sunday, March 24, 2019 | 3:00 p.m.

The Parish Choir and Choristers of St. Thomas 
will join with the Bach Ensemble in presenting a 
concert at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 

in Covington, Kentucky on March 24 at 3:00 p.m. The 
concert is part of the Cathedral’s Concert Series and will 
be part of a special recognition of J. S. Bach’s birthdate. 
This is the second time that the Bach Ensemble has been 
invited to perform for this celebrated occasion.

The program will include Fantasia and Fugue in G Minor, 
BWV 542 for Organ performed by our organist, Jason 
M. Gunnell, two cantatas, Herr Jesu Christ, wahr' Mensch 
und Gott, BWV 127 and Am Abend aber desselbigen Sabbats, 
BWV 42, as well as a Triple Concerto for flute, oboe, and 
violin by G. P. Telemann.

Soloists include soprano Laura LeVoir, tenor Ryan 
Montgomery, baritone Hayden Smith, flutist Randy 
Bowman, oboist Dwight Parry, and violinist Gerry Itzkoff. 

Music for Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Hosanna to the Son of David, Bartolomäus Gesius
Lamb of God, Most Holy, Robert Lehman
What Cost, What Price, What Debt We Owe, Douglas Pew

Palm Sunday Bach Vespers
Sehet, wir gehn hinauf gen Jerusalem, BWV 159
Johann Sebastian Bach

Maundy Thursday
The Mandatum, Robert Lehman
Ubi Caritas, Maurice Duruflé

Good Friday
The Passion According to St. John, Tomas Luis Victoria
Good Friday Anthems, Russell Schulz-Widmar

Easter Vigil
Exodus Canticle, Richard Proulx
Sicut cervus, G. P. Palestrina
Ave verum corpus, William Byrd

Easter Day
Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem, C. V. Stanford
I Know That My Redeemer Liveth, Douglas Pew
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The
Bach Ensemble

of st. thomas

Timeless music today

St .  Thomas  Ep i s copa l  Church
100  Miami  Avenue ,  Te r r a ce  Pa rk ,  Ohio
(513 )  831.2052   •   o f f i c e@st thomasep i s copa l .o rg

w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

Bach Vespers 
for Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 14, 2019
5:00 p.m.

Sehet, wir gehn hinauf gen Jerusalem | BWV 159
Come ye, our way is up to Jerusalem
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Youth & Family Ministry
Lent is a time to reflect on where your journey has tak-

en you and your family this year and where you have 
yet to go.  Many of your thoughts may seem contra-

dictory – overwhelming, yet exciting; compelling, yet unex-
plainable in so many ways. Amidst the tumult, I recall why 
the Lenten season has always been my absolute favorite. 
There are opportunities within our common worship for 
introspection, humility, sorrow, and eventually joy, as we 
celebrate our honored traditions.  

I pray that this Lenten and Easter season brings joy wherev-
er you go.  Strive to find the time to enjoy family and your 
friends each day and contemplate on the blessings they are 
to you.  Be a blessing to those you encounter every day.

Jessica Knochelmann

Y&FM Upcoming Dates
March 3 Mountain Top Sunday Celebration
March 5 Mardi Gras Dinner
March 6 Ash Wednesday
March 31 Spring Break Youth Service Project

April 14 Palm Sunday Breakfast Fundraiser for 
 Mountain Top 2019

May 4 Procter Camps Open House
May 5 Mountain Top Orientation
May 12 Senior Recognition
May 24-26 Youth Group Camping Trip

June 14 Youth Group Service with IPM
June 22-29 Mountain Top

July 7 Canoe/Kayak Picnic Outing
July 22-26 VBS

August 4 Volunteering at the Animal Shelter

About Procter Camp
Procter Camp, a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of South-
ern Ohio, is a place for children, youth, and families to grow 
in faith, sing, learn, play and pray together.

Our program includes youth camps for children entering 
3rd-12th grade, family camps, a bilingual Spanish/English 
family camp and Camp RISE, a grief camp for children ages 
8-18.

Christian Formation is an integral part of camp; we learn, 
share, pray and sing together every day. Campers and staff 
members of all (or no) faith backgrounds are welcome.

We also canoe, fish, have campfires, sleep outside, create 
art, do chalk murals, play sports and wacky games, and ex-
plore the natural world around us. Check out photos from 
last season on our Facebook page for some insight into the 
camp program.
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Mountain Top Spotlight
My name is Mollie Sullivan, currently a second semester 

freshman at Wake Forest University, majoring in 
Elementary Education. I have attended St. Thomas since I 
was five and was confirmed there when I was sixteen. I have 
been involved at St. Thomas as an acolyte, Atrium assistant, 
and member of the youth group. For the past four years, I 
have spent a week at Mountain T.O.P. as a participant.  I’ve 
always admired the staff and I aspired to one day join them.  
I am proud and excited to announce that this Summer I will 
be a Day Camp Ministry Coordinator! 

If you are learning about Mountain T.O.P. for the first 
time, it is a service ministry operating in the Appalachian 
Mountains. Our goal is to eliminate substandard housing 
by addressing the physical, spiritual, social, and emotional 
needs of the people of the Cumberland Plateau. To achieve 
this goal, we offer a variety of mission-based programs for 
youth and adults.

As a summer staffer, I will serve as part of a team executing 
mission programs for Youth Summer Ministry. I will lead 
communities of volunteers from all over the country in 
their mission work and spiritual practices such as worships 
and devotionals. As a staffer I have already been able to 
fundraise my living expenses and half of my salary. I would 
appreciate prayer partners for my summer journey.

I’m especially excited to be working in Day Camp. Over the 
past three years, I have developed relationships with many 
of the kids and their families. I look forward to continuing 
these special relationships, this year in a leadership position. 
Day Camp is made up of children ages 6-11 years-old 
who come to be loved and challenged in a safe, positive 
community. Youth and adults spend a week with Grundy 
County children participating in activities that will allow 
them to explore a Bible story and character trait each day. 
Participants will have the opportunity to help children 
learn about the environment, community service, health, 
and local entrepreneurship. 

Mollie Sullivan
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I have been a Stephen Minister at St. Thomas Church for 
a little over three years now.  What began as an answer to 
my prayer when I asked God to help me understand how 

I could better serve Him became an enormous Gift that I 
would like to share with each of you.

I came to this ministry not even fully understanding what 
a Stephen Minister was.  My abbreviated knowledge of the 
ministry was simply that we helped others who needed it 
– and that was enough.  We Stephen Ministers, as I came 
to learn through my extensive training, walk with 
others during a time of need.  We don’t “heal.”  
We don’t “fix.”  We simply listen, pray with, pray 
for, and remind others that God is with them 
always.  We reflect God’s love by being present with 
our Care Receivers, and we do so confidentially 
without judgment, absent solutions – yet somehow 
our presence makes a difference.  Little did I know 
what a difference this ministry would make in my 
life.

 I have had the privilege of “walking” with two Care 
Receivers.  Both of them were military Veterans like me.  
Both of them were/are dealing with issues associated with 
aging.  Both of them, as I write this to you, made/make me 
realize my own mortality and provided/provide me with a 
better understanding of what life holds in store for me.  I will 
grow old.  I will have regrets.  I will make more mistakes.  My 
mind may out- perform my body or, possibly, my body may 
outperform my mind.  Regardless of which goes first, like all 
of us here on earth, one day we will depart this life.  

 Stephen Ministry exposed me to my future.  My work with 
my Care Receivers has been like “training” for my future.  It 
has taught me compassion, caring, listening skills (something 
I was lacking for most of my life - those of you who have 
known me for any time at all can attest to this fact), and it 

taught me humility.  This ministry has been a virtual window 
into my future and provided me with an uncanny ability to 
fast forward my life to experience - through others’ lives - what 
I (and all of us) will eventually face someday.  That changes 
you.  That motivates you.  More importantly, that brings you 
closer to God and everything He represents.  

 Stephen Ministry focused me outward towards others’ 
needs.  When you experience what others are facing in their 
lives, it immediately compels you to reflect upon your own 

life and recognize how trivial your cares compare.  
My experience through this ministry provided me 
insight into how truly blessed I am and permanently 
changed my prayer requests to prayers of gratitude 
for all of the Gifts I have been given.   Stephen 
Ministry brought me into a group of passionate, 
compassionate, caring, God-centric rock stars 
that want to comfort, care for and support fellow 
parishioners – or total strangers.  I quickly learned 
that it matters not the crisis, affliction, loss, grief 

or pain a Care Receiver is enduring; through this ministry – 
anything and everything is possible.

 As I reflect back on this experience and focus on those of 
you reading this who today may be where I was over three 
years ago – wondering how I could better serve God – I 
offer this.  Stephen Ministry does make a difference in other 
people’s lives.  When you are part of this organization, with 
God’s help, the difference you will make on other’s lives is 
immeasurable.  But be careful.  Through this ministry - I can 
share from personal experience - the biggest difference you 
will experience… will be in you.

If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or if you or 
someone you know would benefit from having a Stephen Minister, 
please contact darren@stthomasepiscopal.org, Rrmc4344@aol.
com, or filimonovbea@yahoo.com. 

What I gained as a Stephen Minister
Bill Gislason

Help • Hope • Heal
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Sisters of the Holy Grail

Sisters of the Holy Grail is a women’s formation group 
that gathers on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish 

Hall for fellowship, education and good 
fun. Attendance on any given 
Wednesday averages about twenty 
adult women of all ages. We 
break bread together- we 
start with a light potluck 
meal of a p p e t i z e r s 
and desserts and “fill our 
cups” both literally and 
figuratively. We feed our spirits through our relationships 
with one another and by participating in a variety of 
activities - some contemplative, some purely recreational.

We kicked off 2019 with an enlightening presentation 
from Mary Malotke on the history and symbolism behind 
the beautiful stained glass windows found throughout St. 
Thomas.

Join us on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall. If convenient, bring a small dish to share. 
Our time together is about connecting with God through 
our connection with one another. 

No Stress - No Commitment 
Know the love of Jesus

Love each other as I have loved you.

St. Thomas Vacation 
Bible School with 

Friends of the Groom 
Theater Company

July 22-July 26, 2019 – 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
(with a final performance at 11:00 AM Friday)

Did you hear about the potluck dinner where 4999 
people forgot to bring a dish? It’s the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes, where Jesus stretched one child’s 

lunch to feed an entire crowd. Friends of the Groom will 
lead a week of theater activities, 
art projects, mu- sic, team building 
exercises, and cliff-hanging ex-
citement as they explore this story 
and others from the Bible—and 
discover how one small person 
can make a big difference. At the end of the week, grades 1-8 
will perform selections from the musical Table for Five…Thou-
sand!  by Tom Long and Allen Pote. Cost: $45 per child, or 
$100 per family of 3 or more. (Scholarships are available.)

We’re also looking for another very important group: adult 
and high school volunteers. There are two ways to help: 1) 
We need “shepherds” to accompany the children during dai-
ly activities. You don’t need to have a child in the program 
to volunteer!  (Nursery childcare is available to volunteers.) 
2) We need volunteers to help us decorate before the week 
begins, and volunteers to help us clean up on Friday after 
the performance. Just complete the volunteer form below.

Registration is available for those ages 4 (by Sept. 1) through 
14. (Note: The 4 yr. old group will be limited to the first 
24 who register.) online at www.friendsofthegroom.org/vbs-
2019 or pick up a registration form from the church office. 
Registration deadline is July 15, 2019.

For more information, contact  the church office at 
(513) 831-2052 or Friends of the Groom at (513) 831-2859.

(or check out our website at www.friendsofthegroom.org/vbs-2019) 

Table for 
Five...

Thousand!

IPM Critical Needs

Inter Parish Ministry (IPM) has an urgent need for jelly 
and canned pasta. Parishioers may drop off items in the 
gray plastic bins across from the kitchen. IPM volunteers 

pick items up on a weekly basis. Thank you for your help!
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ST  THOMAS
nursery school

How wonderful it is to see and hear the children out 
on the playgrounds again!  The benefits of the new 
playground have far surpassed our expectations.  Not 

only do the children enjoy it and utilize all the different activi-
ties that develop both their large and fine motor skills, but we 
have seen a lot of collaboration and imaginative play as well. 

In addition to being able to enjoy our playgrounds, March and 
April are busy months for us. We spend a lot of time discover-
ing the changes that occur during the spring season. Sunrock 
Farm will visit us on April 17 with baby animals born in the 
spring, including a pig, lamb, goat, rabbit and chicks.  The 
children will have the opportunity to feed the animals from a 
bottle, brush them, and even have a chick on their head if they 
wish!  The Cincinnati Zoo is coming March 6th to show us a 
variety of birds, and the four-year-old classes observe the meta-
morphous of butterflies.  Once the children have observed 
the butterflies in their classrooms for a couple of days, they 
love releasing them into the trees of St. Thomas (and many 
students later see “their” butterflies as they enter and leave 
school and church, which is very exciting for them!) 

We also love to celebrate the Reds’ Opening Day, and will 
have our own version of Opening Day on Wednesday, March 
20th.  On March 14th, we will make leprechaun traps to see if 
we can catch any of our little green friends who always create 
mischief in our classroom.  We have never caught one yet; 
maybe this will be the year!  We will celebrate Easter during 
Family Chapel and Aunt DeeDee will visit the school to share 
the story of the palm leaves on April 11th.  Easter classroom 
parties will be the week of April 14th. 

Thursday, April 11th is our annual Open House from 6:00-
7:30 where everyone is invited to come and see all the wonder-
ful things the children have been working on during the year.  
Please watch for additional details as we plan to celebrate our 
60th anniversary and the new playground. 

Please take note of the dates listed below.  It is a very busy time 
of year, and we want to make everyone has these important 
events on your calendar
 

As always, the year is passing too quickly.  It gives all of us such 
joy to see how much the children have grown and learned 
throughout the year. I am sure you are as proud of them as 
we are!

God Bless,
Emily Keiser
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School

STNS Important Upcoming Dates
March 6 Cincinnati Zoo Visits
March 7 Family Chapel (11:10 a.m., 2:40 p.m.)
March 14 Leprechaun Hunt
March 20 Root for the Reds Day
March 25 Spring Break Begins—No School

April 1 School Returns from Spring Break
April 4 Family Chapel (11:10 a.m., 2:40 p.m.)
April 11 Aunt DeeDee visits with the story of 
 Palm Sunday
April 11 STNS Open House (6:00—7:30 p.m.)
April 17 Sunrock Farm Visits
April 19 Good Friday—No School
April 22 Easter Monday—No School
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Traditional Ukranian Pysanki Egg Workshop
Saturday, April 13, 2019 | 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

The Beauty and Symbolism of Pysanki

For many, the Ukranian (or Polish or Czech) pysanki eggs 
are just pretty Easter eggs decorated using a wax-writing/
dip method similar to batik, but it’s much more than a 

beautiful egg. The Ukrainian pysanka (from the word pysaty 
(verb) /to write/) was believed to possess special power not 
only in the egg itself, which harbored the beginning of life, 
but also in the symbolic designs and colors which were written 
upon the egg. The intricately colored eggs were used in every 
part of life – various social and religious occasions such as a 
wedding or birth of a child – and were considered protective 
talismans, harbingers of good, or even a love letter. 

On Saturday, April 13, 2019, Elizabeth Erb and Zoe Gizara 
are hosting the 2019 St Thomas Pysanki Egg Workshop.  The 
workshop is provided for adults and children 10 and up, and 
any skill level. From beginners who have little or no experience 
in writing pysanki, to experienced artists who are interested in 
learning this unique symbolic language and technique.  While 
this is a joyful gathering, the process can be an opportunity 

for quiet reflection, imbuing your creation with intentions 
and prayer.  Join us for this opportunity to learn the history, 
meaning, and technique behind this ancient language of 
colors and symbols. All materials and specially prepared eggs 
will be provided.

Pysanki Workshop, Parish Hall
Saturday, April 13
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
$10.00 per person
Lunch provided, along with tools and supplies to make 2 
pysanka.

RSVP to the church office (office@stthomasepiscopal.org) or 
elerb@aol.com before April 1.

Camp Bravo at St. Thomas
July 10-14, 2019 | 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Prepare yourself for applause, cheers and rave reviews with our musical theater camp. Begin your journey to becoming 
a triple threat with acting, dance and voice classes taught by the professional teaching artists of the CCM Preparatory 
faculty. Take a bow at the concluding performance! Please note: this camp is designed for students ages 7-13 with little 

experience or are new to musical theater. For more information or to register, please visit https://ccm.uc.edu/prep.html



St. thomaS EpiScopal church14

Coffee Chat
Wednesdays | 10:30 a.m.

Hearth Room

Come and enjoy some fellowship 
and a cup of tea or coffee on 

Wednesday mornings! Our group is 
informal and relaxing...a time to talk 
about life! Child care is free and avail-
able with Joy and Rhonda. Everyone 
is welcome! For more information, 
please contact Linda Swensson at lin-
daswen294@gmail.com.

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Wednesday, April 10, 2019

The St. Thomas Dinner Club 
Group meets Wednesday, March 

13.  Join us and enjoy fellowship and 
lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere 
of the Terrace Park Country Club.  So-
cial time begins at 6 p.m. and dinner 
is served at 6:30 p.m.  Entrée choic-
es are Corn Beef or Baked Salmon.  
Cost $23.50.  To make a reservation 
please call Lou Scott (831-4353).   Your check, made out to St. Thomas Church, 
will be accepted the evening of the dinner by Lou.

Lenten Quiet Day: The Way of the Cross Through Body, Mind, and Spirit
Saturday, March 16, 2019 | 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

The way of the cross through body, mind, and spirit will 
be a quiet day offered at St. Thomas to enrich the ex-
perience of Lent in preparation for the celebration of 

Easter. All are invited to bring bodies, minds and spirits to the 
Parish Hall at St. Thomas Church to slow down, give thanks 
and explore what Lent means to them in 2019. 

The day will begin with a continental breakfast followed by 
gentle chair yoga led by Lilias. “Food” for thought will offer 
ideas to focus reflection on where our minds might lead in 
this Lenten season.  Time for rest, time for prayer, perhaps 
reading and journaling will be followed by a light lunch. An 
afternoon presentation will provide suggestions for spiritual 
ways to grow in faith by considering who God has created us 
to be. 

No charge. Bring friends—women and men, mature youth. 
Simply call the church office to register so organizers can pro-
vide for all.

Martha Guild
ALERT: We are in desperate need of volunteers to help keep our kitchen 

clean. With all the use that our kitchen gets, we need to clean on a regular 
monthly schedule. It is not hard and only requires 2-3 hours 2 times a year. You 
and a friend work together.  Please help.  For more information contact the 
church office or Joan Smith at 732-6775.
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Yoga with Lilias!
Spring Six-Week series, Mondays, 

March 4th– April 8th. Time: Please 
arrive at 10:15 to register Class begins 
10:45 (promptly) until noon in the 
Parish Hall. Cost: $16 drop-in: $84 for 
six-week series. Cash, credit card or 
checks made out to St. Thomas. Class 
Description: Teacher: Lilias Folan, 
E-RYT 500  (Swami Kavitananda) 
Assisted by Desirae Griffith 200 CYT. 
We will explore key Yoga postures, 
breathing practices, guided relaxation 
and meditation. Enjoyably paced class 
for women and men mid-life and beyond.

Resources for a 
Personal Observance 
of the Lenten Season

Bishop Ken Untener was the RC 
Bishop of the Diocese of Saginaw. 

He died in office 
shortly before I 
arrived in Saginaw, 
but his witness 
and ministry 
has been like a 
mentor to me with 
everything from 
preaching to leadership, and most 
of all, ecumenism. Ken believed in a 
Unified Church, and he practiced that 
belief in his relations. Bishop Ken’s 
writings and example have left such 
an imprint. Ken’s witness, his prayers 
and his other writings first touched 
me as it reminds us of what it means 
to be called into sharing Christ’s 
ministry It’s about who we are, that to 
which we cling and are formed by even 
more than the accomplishments and 
even disappointments we experience 
alone. We are the messengers and 
heralds of news, Good News that 
is not our own, but what God is 
bringing about. This and many 
other materials are available for this  
Lenten season.

Fr. Darren

Arnie&Ma 
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There's something special 
going on here. 

When we moved to Deupree House, residents here were anxious to meet us and the staff was 

incredibly helpful. This community reminds me of our old neighborhood where neighbors had 

fun together. They looked out for each other and their doors were always open. On top of that, 

we know we'll have a home here even if we outlive our savings. We made the right choice. 

Contact Gini Tarr at 513.561.4200 or visit deupreehouse.com. 

◊ Deupree House
We provide the options, you make the choices. 

deupreehouse.com 

@ 6 Deupree House in Hyde Park is a community of Episcopal Retirement Services, where all faiths are welcome. 0 0 
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Lent, Holy Week & Easter Day
2019 Schedule

Mardi Gras Dinner
Tuesday, March 5, 2019

6:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 6, 2019

12:00 p.m. | 7:00 p.m.

First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 10, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II | 10:15 a.m.

Lenten Quiet Day
Saturday, March 16, 2019

9:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m.

Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 17, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II | 10:15 a.m.

Taizé Evening Prayer | 5:00 p.m.

Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 24, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II | 10:15 a.m.

Bach Ensemble in Concert
Cathedral Basilica | Covington

Sunday, March 24, 2019|3:00 p.m.

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 31, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II | 10:15 a.m.

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, April 7, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II | 10:15 a.m.

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 14, 2019

Holy Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Parish Breakfast | 9:15 a.m.

Liturgy of the Palms | 10:00 a.m.
Bach Vespers | 5:00 p.m.

Noonday Eucharist
Each day, Monday, April 15, 2019 
through Thursday, April 18, 2019

12:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 18, 2019

7:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Friday, April 19, 2019
12:00 p.m. | 7:00 p.m.

Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, April 20, 2019

7:00 p.m.

Easter Day
Sunday, April 21, 2019

Easter Eucharist, Rite I | 8:00 a.m.
Easter Eucharist, Rite II | 9:15 a.m.

Festive Choral Eucharist | 10:45 a.m.


