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Message from the Rector

The Rev. Darren R. S. Elin
Rector, St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Terrace Park, Ohio
(513) 831-2052 ext. 60

darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

Faith Matters: Summer is the Time to Re-Create!

W elcome to Summer!  

In the Church, Summer finds us in our longest season of the Church Year -- the 
Season After Pentecost.  Although it is referred to as “ordinary time”, it is rather 
extraordinary as this season is all about what it means to live into Pentecost 
and live into the gift of the Holy Spirit given to each of us in Baptism.  From 
our youngest members in Godly Play and the children of St. Thomas Nursery 
School Chapel comes the expression of this time as the growing season, which 
is affirmed by use of the color green in our liturgy.

This year, we embark upon our growing season with celebration!  We gratefully 
recognize our continued growth in our housing ministry, our new nursery 
school playground, our 24 new families who have joined us over the past year, 
and our realization of the full vision for the Faith, Family, Future Initiative.  
Read on in this edition of TIDINGS for more details on each of these areas.  
Most of all, thank you for your faithful commitment and support of all these 
initiatives signifying growth of St. Thomas and our outreach. This is evidence 
of how we each live into the gift of the Holy Spirit and is affirmed in our gospel 
readings throughout this growing season, the Season after Pentecost.

This growing season, especially in these weeks of summer, is when we tend to 
allow ourselves to dream a bit more, to re-imagine, and then prayerfully plan 
how best to live into the Spirit come the Fall and a new program year.  This is 
definitely true for St. Thomas – while some of our ministry finds rest, there’s 
so much in which we can reflect, re-imagine, and prayerfully consider what 
might be God’s yearning for us still.  Hardly just fallow time, these are also the 
weeks when a great deal of repairs, maintenance, and renovation can be done.  
As you read on in this summer edition of TIDINGS, there are plenty of ways 
to enjoy and live into what summer brings us with the mission we share at St. 
Thomas and beyond.  I hope you and your family will take time to truly re-
create – rest, play, re-imagine and even engage in new and different activities.    
What’s even better than this time for ourselves is what it can mean for our life 
and journey together.  
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Meet our New Deacon!
Welcome: The Reverend Deacon Gary Givler

Gary was ordained to the diaconate by Bishop Herbert Thompson on December 
3, 1993.  He is retired after 45 years in Claims with The Hartford Insurance 
Group and the Cincinnati Insurance Company.  Since his ordination, Gary 

has served five different parishes as deacon, a non-stipendiary chaplain to a special 
needs school and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, and founder and 
board member of the Crisis Assistance Ministry in Northside (CAIN).  Among his 
many interests is a fascination with word and story.  Gary is longtime attendee of the 
National Storytelling Festival that meets in Jonesboro, Tennessee, each October. 

Gary has a Bachelor’s degree in Social Science, and a Master’s in Pastoral Counseling. 
His counseling internship was served at Catholic Social Services in Montgomery, 
Ohio.  Most of his ministry has been spent working with the individuals that God 
sends his way every day, telling tales to church and school groups, and working with 
organizations that serve the poor. 

Gary and his wife, Susan, have two sons, two grandsons, three granddaughters and 
a one-year old great granddaughter.  Gary shared, “I am pleased to be with you all 
at St. Thomas.”  We are thrilled to welcome Gary to the Clergy Team of St. Thomas.

2019 Annual

Parish BBQ

Sunday, August 18, 2019
11:30 a.m.
Parish Hall
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Faith, Family, & Future Initiative
Pentecost marks a New Milestone for the Faith, Family, & Future Initiative!

Our Parish Breakfast & Town Hall Meeting was the occasion to celebrate an incredible milestone for the 
Faith, Family, & Future Initiative!  The Faith, Family, & Future Initiative which kicked-off in 2014 was our 
mission “push” or special project to focus on three critical areas:  Youth & Family Ministry, a new organ 

for our church, and Capital improvements to our buildings & grounds, including greater accessibility for all.  This 
has continued to be a multi-faceted project in many ways, from “Church chats” to Town Hall Forums, discernment 
groups, fundraising and various action teams.  Each step along the way has brought an opportunity to come together 
to prayerfully consider not only what we’re doing but how and even when.  This past Fall, we shared that along the 
way, several more significant repairs or modifications had been identified as critical, which had created a gap between 
the funds raised and the expenses ahead.  We deliberately slowed the process down to reassess as well as work on how 
best to meet this new challenge.  

Thanks to your continued commitment, the work of our Buildings & Grounds Team and the support of a number of 
individuals and families, we are thrilled to report that we are now on track and the projects are projected to be fully 
funded!  

How did we do this?  Work of the Buildings Grounds Team, led by Mary Malotke, Gerry Michaud and Vern Thomas 
identified ways for us to realize the project goals with cost savings of over $100k!  Added to that additional pledges 
made of over $400k and the gap is met!  This means that we remain on track with not only the renovations, but even 
more critically with our organ builder, Paul Fritts for the new organ to arrive and all work complete in 2022!  While 
that may sound still far away, we continue to prepare for the work still to come and will have great deal more to 
communicate with you in the months ahead.  In the meantime – THANK YOU and Well done!
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Income and Expense Summary

Jan - May 2019 Jan - May 2018 Over/(Under)

Total Income 764,719            476,240            288,479                  
Total Expense 475,288            466,849            8,439                      

Net Income/(loss) 289,431            9,391               280,040                  

Income Analysis

Jan - May 2019 Jan - May 2018 Over/(Under)

1 Unrestricted 283,327            280,887            2,440                      
5 Investment Inc. 148,230            21,830              126,400                  
6 Restricted 286,784            124,432            162,352                  
4 Assets Released 44,028              45,511              (1,483)                     
2 Facilities Usage 2,060               2,050               10                          
3 Other 290                  1,530               (1,240)                     

Total Income 764,719            476,240            288,479                  

Expense Analysis

Jan - May 2019 Jan - May 2018 Over/(Under)

7 Staff 244,919            189,361            55,558                    
16 Restricted Expenses 107,435            104,379            3,056                      
13 Building & Grounds 47,117              54,098              (6,981)                     
15 Outreach 34,000              55,887              (21,887)                   
8 Admin & Comm 19,687              35,084              (15,397)                   
9 Music 12,610              15,547              (2,937)                     

12 Christian Formation 5,542               5,001               541                        
10 Vestry 750                  2,095               (1,345)                     
14 Church Wid Hospitality 2,495               2,975               (480)                       
11 Worship 733                  2,422               (1,689)                     

Total Expense 475,288            466,849            8,439                      
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By the Numbers…

The end of the Program Year represents the half-way mark of our fiscal year which ends on December 31.  2019 year-
to-date indicates that we on “on-track” and even ahead in several key areas.  Overall 2019 YTD net income is higher 
than the prior year by $280k.  Highlights include:
• Investment income is above prior year by over $126k.
• Unrestricted Pledges and Donations are slightly ahead of the prior year by $2k.
• Restricted-Use Donations are significantly higher YTD than the prior year by over $160k.
• On the Expense side, Staffing expenses YTD are higher than the prior year (as anticipated).
• All Other Expenses Categories YTD are below that of the prior year by over $47k (combined).

Overall, we continue to make strides as we steward the resources entrusted to us – thank to your commitment and 
continued support!  As we move into Summer, we come to the time in which every dollar counts –even when you 
may be away!  Even in the summer when school is out, our parish continues to serve in so many ways and two ways 
you can really help, especially in summer is remember your offering of time, talent and treasure.  Our people make the 
difference – especially in summer when we have guests visiting families from all over, we can use additional volunteers 
to help greet, share hospitality at Coffee Hour, special projects, and of course our special outreach opportunities.  At 
the very least, remember that your contributions matter – we all make a difference!  Even with vacations, our church 
budget and the ministry we offer keeps going.  A simple way you can help make a difference is to keep St. Thomas on 
your summer list of things to be remembered!  Simply either pre-pay your pledge or sign-up for online giving.  Claudia 
Potter or Susan Maruca in our church finance office will be happy to guide you through the process or can you visit 
our website.  Remember the Church needs you all year.  Help us continue our progress!
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cHOriSTer Summer club
The fun continues all summer!  All choristers and friends 
ages 7 & up are invited to attend these wonderful 
events in June and July Please RSVP to cmonroe@
stthomasepiscopal.org to reserve your space for each event. 

Band Night
Thursday, June 20, 5-7 p.m.
Bring your instrument or your piano skills to church! 
Each chorister will have a chance to perform for their 
peers; we’ll have a special performance by members of the 
St. Thomas Brass Ensemble; and we try to put together 
an amazing performance of “Ode to Joy” at the end. We’ll 
have hamburgers, veggies, chips, cookies and drinks for 
dinner.

Movie Night
Friday, July 12, 6-8:00 p.m.
Bring your popcorn and bean bag chair! We’ll have pizza 
and watch a movie on the big screen in the hearth room. 

Music Olympics
Thursday, August 1, 6-8 p.m.
We’ll have music-related games setup throughout the 
Parish Hall, a scavenger hunt throughout the church 
building, plus hot dogs for dinner.

cHOir Save-THe-DaTeS FOr Fall
Parish Choir Retreat
Sunday, August 25, 12-4 p.m.

Parish Choir - First Thursday Rehearsal
Thursday, September 5, 7-9 p.m.

Parish Choir - First Sunday Service
Sunday, September 8, 10:15 a.m.

Chorister Retreat
Sunday, September 15, 12-4 p.m.

Choristers - First Thursday Rehearsal
Thursday, September 19, 5-7:30 p.m.

St. Thomas Summer Choir
Sunday, June 23, 2019 through

Sunday, August 11, 2019

The St. Thomas Summer Choir will sing at the 
10:15 a.m. Eucharist through the summer 
beginning on Sunday, June 23 and will run 

through Sunday, August 11. The choir will meet each 
Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the church to rehearse a simple 
anthem to sing at the service. The choir won’t robe and 
won’t process so you can come as you are and contribute 

something beautiful to the service. This summer, we will 
hand out all the music at the beginning and even share 
recordings you can listen to at home. 

The Summer Choir has been very popular for several 
years, and I hope you can be a part of it again this year. 
Any singers from ages 8 and up are welcome to participate. 

Chorister Band Night, June 2019
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2019-2020 Season

The
Bach Ensemble

of st. thomas

Timeless music today

St .  Thomas  Ep i s copa l  Church
100  Miami  Avenue ,  Te r r a ce  Pa rk ,  Ohio
(513 )  831.2052   •   o f f i c e@st thomasep i s copa l .o rg

w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

Pre-VesPers Lecture

Precedes each Bach Vespers at 4:30 p.m.

Bach Vespers
Sunday, September 22, 2019 | 5:00 p.m.
Herr, gehe nicht ins Gericht mit deinem Knecht, BWV 105
Orchestral Suite No. 1 in C Major, BWV 1066

Bach Vespers
Sunday, October 20, 2019 | 5:00 p.m.
Ich geh und suche mit Verlangen, BWV 49
Sinfonia und Aria from Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen, BWV 12

Bach Vespers
Sunday, November 24, 2019 | 5:00 p.m.
O Ewigkeit, du Donnerwort, BWV 60
Ach wie flüchtig, ach wie nichtig, BWV 26
Guest Choir: May Festival Youth Chorus

Bach Vespers
Sunday, December 8, 2019 | 5:00 p.m.
Schwingt freudig euch empor, BWV 36
Sinfonia and Aria from Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248

Messiah Sing-Along
Monday, December 16, 2019 | 7:30 p.m.
Messiah, Part I

Bach Vespers
Sunday, January 12, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.

Mein liebster Jesus ist verloren, BWV 154
Concerto for Bassoon, Johann Friedrich Fasch

Bach Vespers
Sunday, February 9, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.

Meine Seufzer, meine Tränen, BWV 13
Concerto for flute, oboe d’amore, & viola d’amore

 Georg Philipp Telemann

Bach Vespers
Sunday, March 15, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.

Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir, BWV 38
Sonata for Violin & Harpsichord in B minor, BWV 1014

Bach Vespers
Sunday, April 19, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.

Christ lag in Todes Banden, BWV 4
Music for Organ

Bach Vespers
Sunday, May 10, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.

O ewiges Feuer, o Ursprung der Liebe, BWV 34
Sinfonia and Adagio from Easter Oratorio, BWV 249
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The children of St. Thomas will be able to attend their Sunday morning 
class every week this summer! Miss Linda will be present each week to 
visit with the children, talk about God in their lives, and lead them 

in their free choice activities. We have some new art material for the summer! 
Volunteers are needed to assist Linda each Sunday. Please consider helping one 
Sunday morning....you can call Linda Swensson at 658-3274, send her an email 
at lindaswen294@gmail.com, or just show up on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Happy summer and I hope 
to see my young friends soon.

Linda Swennson

Godly Play—Summer Style!
Sundays | 10:00 a.m. | 3rd Floor Rooms

Summer Formation 
at St. Thomas

Three Religions—One God
Sundays, June 23, June 30, & July 7 | 9:15 a.m. | Hearth Room

Three of the world’s major religions – the monotheistic traditions of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam –were all born in the Middle East and are all inextricably 
linked to one another.  Christianity was born from within the Jewish tradition, 

and Islam developed from both Christianity and Judaism. 

This will be a brief introduction to the three faiths.  We will consider our prejudices and 
fears as well as our similarities and commonalities.

Youth Ministry • Youth Group “Summer Edition” as well as a number of great fun 
activities for youth and their friends are planned for July & August.  A complete 

listing can be found on p. 18. 

Vacation Bible School • July 22—July 26 • Great Fun for ages 4 & up!  
Join Friends of the Groom Theater Company for a week of fun, music and the 

“Table for Five Thousand.”  More detailed information including how to register can be 
found on p. 21.
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Habitat for Humanity

Did you think that Habitat for Humanity gives 
away homes? Many people do, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. The purpose of 

Habitat is to build strength, stability, and self-reliance for 
low-income, working families. Families help build and buy 
their own homes, moving from substandard housing to 
decent, affordable homes that help families, and especially 
children, be more successful.
 

Habitat for Humanity’s Eastside Coalition is finishing up 
our first project this year, a home in Bond Hill for Alexis 
McKinney, a hardworking mom who will buy the home 
with an affordable mortgage when it is complete. Alexis 
also completed required homeownership classes and 250 
hours of “sweat equity.”
 

We will continue to work on other Habitat homes this 
season, so we still need you! We have four more Saturdays 
this build season that you can sign up to work (6/29, 
7/27, 8/24, and 9/21), and two more lunches to provide 
(7/27 and 9/21). You must register online and complete a 
volunteer waiver. If you would like to get involved, please 
contact beth.benson@habitatcincinnati.org and she will 
send you the link and instructions to register.

Beth Benson

Habitat Workdays
June 29, July 27, August 24, 
September 21

Lunch dates
July 27, September 21

A Hand Up, Not a Handout
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Honoring our Seniors
Kayleigh Bush

Milford High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Acolyte, clean up team at church when mom said so, 
Marching & Concert Band, Gay Straight Alliance, 
Sunday School, Flute solo at church, Christmas Pageant 
actor and assistant director, as well as child wrangler, 
HOPE Squad National Honor Society.

Plans after High School:
To go to Xavier University, majoring in Environmental 
Science, with the eventual hope of helping the climate 
and endangered species.

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
Being there to help prepare for the hectic events, such as 
the cookie caper, and being able to stay after to see that 
everyone’s hard work had paid off.

Camden Cavill
Milford High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Soccer, Track, Mountain Top, Tikkun Farm Camp, 
Thomaston Woods Kids Club, Mentoring with Selpcif, 
jobs 

Plans after High School:
Attend California Polytechnic State University, with a 
major in Kinesiology

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
Participating in Mountain Top and volunteering with the 
after school Kids Club at Thomaston Woods.
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Elizabeth Elin
Mt. Notre Dame High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
• Latin Club (President) and OTCL conventions, 

NHS, MU Alpha Theta, Latin Honors Society, and 
RHO Kappa member

• Acolyte, helping at Thomaston Woods dinners, 
Reader

• Dancer at De La Dance Center

Plans after High School:
I will attend St. Vincent College in Latrobe, PA as a 
Benedictine Leadership Studies Fellow, biology major, 
and on the pre-med track with a full tuition scholarship.

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
• Chocolate possession
• Acolyting
• Helping with the Thomaston Woods dinners

Lewis Gatch
Mariemont High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Mariemont Varsity Lacrosse, Golf, Diving, Cross 
Country, National Honor Society, Tri-M Music Society 
and MHS Orchestra, DECA, Lionhearts Cycling Team, 
CHL Scholar Athlete, MHS Student Council, Mountain 
TOP, Acolyte

Plans after High School:
Pre-Med Biology major at The Ohio State University

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
Lighting the candles while acolyting, being a lamb in 
the Christmas Pageant, and Pilate in Summer Vaction 
Bible School, St. Thomas Nursery School, the candles on 
Christmas Eve.

Honoring our Seniors
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James Lytle
Madeira High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Basketball, Key Club, Spanish Club, Costa Rica Mission 
Trip, National Honors Society, Acolyte, Confirmation

Plans after High School:
Attending the University of Kentucky to study finance.

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
When our Sunday school went on a canoe trip on the 
little Miami.

Mary Kate Keller
Mariemont High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Cheerleading, band, softball, National Honors Society, 
Mariemont Girls United, Spirit Club, Pride +, Environ-
mental club

Plans after High School:
Study Psychology at the University of Wyoming

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
Washing my hair with hand soap in the bathroom at 
preschool during snack time!

Honoring our Seniors
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Ashton Young
Turpin High School

Activities within school and the church community: 
Mt. Top, 6 years of hospitality, Key Club, Founder and 
Leader of Fellowship of Christian Spartans at Turpin, 
3-year member of Marching Band and Winter Guard

Plans after High School:
Attend Arizona State University to study Marketing and 
Fashion

Favorite memory at St. Thomas:
Volunteering with the youth group

Abbey Falknor
Mariemont High School

Colin Miller
Madeira High School

Jacob Dougherty
Mariemont High School

Grant Graeter
Madeira High School

Honoring our Seniors
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Faith in Action: Our Housing Ministry at Work!

At the end of this current Program Year (2018-2019), we have been able to celebrate 
several incredible milestones for our ongoing outreach with our Housing Ministry at 
Thomaston Woods (for families) and Thomaston Woods (for seniors).

Congratulations Financial Peace University 
Graduates!

This spring marked the completion of Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University in which four of our families 

successfully completed all the requirements and are now 
committed to a new path toward financial security and how 
to break-free from debt!  Upon graduating, each of these 
families had an instant ‘return’ on their investment by receiving 
$250 from our Program Fund from St. Thomas Housing 
Corporation.  Even better, some of our residents have embarked 
upon the path to home ownership!  Congratulations to the 
Furtwengler, Kersey, Taylor and Walls families – we’re proud 
of your accomplishment and even more, excited about your 
future!  Our congratulations also to our other residents who 
have recently become homeowners, including the Mote and 
Turner families; and two more families this summer already!  
How we can establish an even more accessible path to home-
ownership is what we are already thinking about and look 
forward to involving more input!
Helping our Residents Experience Transformation through 

Education

As many people are already aware of, St. Thomas Housing 
Corporation established a Scholarship Fund over ten years 

ago to assist our residents in greater access to further education 
and the path towards a new career.  In the past several years, we 
found the greatest success by working more directly with UC 
Clermont and form a great partnership.  This has been a project 
which required us to fund annually out of our regular program 
budget and fund raising, such as the Thomaston Golf Classic 
in the past.  At our Pentecost Breakfast & Town Hall Meeting, 
we presented a check to UC Clermont’s Dean, Jeff Bauer and 
Development Director Dana Parker for $89,000.  This amount 
is the final installment necessary to now establish a permanent 
scholarship fund, creating several endowed scholarships that are 
now in perpetuity.  Established through the UC Foundation, 
these scholarships will help our residents with a more generous 
grant that can now be used at any UC campus, so as they 
continue their studies, our support goes with them!  The next 
step now is to find ever more ways on a one-to-one basis of 
encouraging even more residents to take their next step.

Child Focus and Head-Start Returns to Thomaston 
Woods!

After an absence of over six years, we are thrilled to be 
welcoming Child Focus back to Thomaston Woods.  

More than simply another site for Head-Start, Child Focus was 
instrumental in the design of the Community Room addition 
over fifteen years ago and also ran a regional office for their 
services from Thomaston Woods.  With a new grant, Child 
Focus will be offering two extended-day/extended week early 
childhood programs, along with a “Pre-Head-Start” program to 
work with parents throughout the year.  This summer will bring 
some additional enhancements for our spaces and playground 
to prepare for these new services and programs.

Furtwrengler Kersey

TaylorThe Graduates!
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Children & Youth and Community Programs

Meeting weekly throughout the year, programs for children 
& youth was coordinated by Jessica Knochelmann with 

help & support from Linda Swensson and Camden Cavill and 
other volunteers from the Thomaston Woods community. Our 
continued partnership with Clermont Recovery Services and 
their programs helped make the year special.  With Jessica’s 
direct involvement, we were able to better organize and evaluate 
current programs and further learn how to involve more 
parents and families.  The addition of Tammie Armstrong, the 
new Service Coordinator & Administrative Support person 
for Thomaston Woods has already become a great blessing to 
this effort. This summer, we have some improvements to make 
for the building as we prepare for Child Focus to return to 
Thomaston Woods with several new early childhood programs 
in the Fall.  Building upon this work, Judy Gardner will be 
developing a new team ministry for the midweek programs 
come the Fall, and there will be several ways in which you can 
easily help change lives! Volunteering is easier than you might 
think – just two hours can make a BIG difference.  

As great as these each are they speak more to what we are preparing to be about in the coming years ahead.  In 
the meantime, Tammie Armstrong has planned some great family activities to the Community that will be 
fun for all.  All this in addition to our regular programing including the Community Dinner that we host on 

the last Sunday of the month for both Thomaston Woods and Thomaston Meadows.  How might you like to learn 
more about and be involved with these or other aspects of the ministry we share?  Please contact Fr. Darren at darren@
stthomasepiscopal.org or call him directly at (513) 774-3160.

Featuring principals from Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, 

with program curated by Michael Chertock,  principal

keyboardist for the CSO and chair of piano at CCM!

S T .  B A R N A B A S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  P R E S E N T S

HARMONY  FOR  

HABITAT  CONCERT

All donations go

directly to

Sunday,  July  7,  2019  |  3  p.m.

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church

10345 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati

www.st-barnabas.org | (513) 984-8401

FREE  ADMISSION

Benefit Concert 
for Habitat for Humanity

Sunday, July 7, 2019 | 3:00 p.m.
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church

Montgomery, Ohio

Every year, friends of Michael Chertock gather 
together to perform a concert for the benefit 
of Habitat for Humanity. The concert features 

every type of musical performance from jazz, to classical, to Broadway, to 
foreign language folk song, and everything in between. There is no admission 
fee, and all proceeds collected go to Habitat for Humanity. Please join us for 
this special event.
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ST  THOMAS
nursery school

Summer has come, and the STNS staff will be 
anxious to catch up with our returning students and 
get to know our new students and families.  Some 

important dates to be aware of as we get close to the 
beginning of a new school year are:

• STNS offers a “So Long Summer” camp August 27 and 
August 28 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m..  This is not connected 
with the start of school; just a fun opportunity for the 
children to say goodbye to summer and hello to fall 
with fun activities, games, songs, etc.)  Registration 
forms will be sent home the end of July.

• Families will receive mid-August a letter from their 
child’s teacher, introducing themselves and providing 
information about our orientation process and the 
start of school. Your scheduled time for your Visit Day 
will be included in that letter.  If that time presents a 
conflict for you, please call or e-mail the STNS office, 
and we will be happy to reschedule for you.

• Visit Days are:
• Tuesday, September 3 for the Transitional 

Kindergarten class
• Wednesday, September 4th for the Four-

Year-Old Classes
• Thursday, September 5th for the Three-

Year-Old Classes
• The Two-Year-Olds have their orientation 

the first day of their class

• First Day of School is Monday, September 9

A sneak peek at the new addition to our curriculum…
Something new we have added to our curriculum this 
upcoming school year is character education. While 
our curriculum has always had an inherent character 
development component, research has repeatedly 
shown that the period between ages 3-7 is a critical 
developmental window when the brain is developing 
connections and pathways. Without a warm, nurturing 

environment, children are less to properly develop these 
necessary connections in a constructive way. When 
children understand that they are valued, respected and 
appreciated for who they are by both teachers and fellow 
students, their levels of motivation and achievement grow. 
The staff at STNS understands that the primary learning 
of character and value traits happens at home. But, as 
educators, we see many opportunities throughout the 
school day to demonstrate a core value through actions 
as well as words.  The staff has picked a core value each 
month that the entire school will focus on through pledges, 
music, books, Family Chapel, modeling, etc.  We will also 
provide support materials for families to use at home if 
they wish.  More information on program specifics will be 
discussed at orientation.

 I am very excited to include an intentional, specific 
character development piece to our current curriculum.  
Our classrooms are a mix of students who all have 
ongoing needs for recognition, self-worth, empathy and 
belonging.  When this need is met, children have an easier 
time focusing on academics and are on the pathway to 
becoming adults who are happy and successful with a 
strong moral compass to guide them through life. 

Emily Keiser
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School
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Youth & Family Ministry

Y&FM Upcoming Dates—Bring Your Friends!
June 22-29  Mountain Top

Sunday, July 7	 12:00	p.m.-3:00	p.m.	 Canoe/Kayak	Picnic	Outing
Friday, July 12 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. IPM Pantry Tour, Service, & Picnic
Sunday, July 21	 11:30	a.m.	 Youth	Group	Summer	Edition
July 22-26  VBS

Saturday, August 3	 9:00	a.m.-12:00	p.m.	 Volunteering	at	the	Humane	Society
Sunday, August 11	 11:30	a.m.	 Youth	Group	Summer	Edition

Acolytes and Growing into Leadership

Have you ever asked yourself what is the purpose of 
an acolyte?  Or why is it offered as a lay ministry 
within the church?  Or what kind of service 

allows for fulfillment and joy that can begin as a pre-teen 
and continue into adulthood?

From my personal experience growing up, I could not 
wait to be old enough to be an acolyte.  I watched my 
siblings get to light the candles, bring the fancy dishes to 
and from the priest, and pour water over his hands, all 
while getting to wear a robe that allowed them to not have 
to dress up for church.  By the time I was old enough 
and received acolyte training at my little Catholic parish 
in Bethel, Ohio, I found greater appreciation for what 
was happening.  I learned the purpose was more than just 
lighting the candles before the service, it was the symbolic 
gesture of what light means to the Christian faith -- Christ 
is our light and it is our honor and duty to be His light 
to the world.  I learned I was not just carrying fancy 
dishes to the altar, I was being given the gift of setting 
the chalice in its place, not because the priest couldn’t 
do it, but because I was an important part of celebrating 
the Eucharist.  I recognized the holiness of assisting with 
preparation of the consecrated body and blood of Christ.  
When I was the acolyte that cleansed the priest’s hands, I 
found this to be a very prayerful time.  I was incredibly 
humbled by providing the water as the priest uttered his 
prayer for cleansing to prepare himself for the sacrament 
of communion. 

Being an acolyte afforded me the opportunity to grow as 
leader within the church.  I developed strong friendships 
with my fellow acolytes and grew my list of mentors 
by participating in services with my priest, lectors, and 

Eucharistic ministers.  I felt privileged to be part of 
the team that enabled the celebration of the service go 
smoothly and as our tradition deemed fitting.

I recently experienced a reminder of these gifts at one of 
the Easter services here at St. Thomas. Although it had 
been quite a few years since I had been an acolyte, I was 
offered the opportunity to assist in the Easter celebration, 
and thanks to the leadership of one of our recent graduates 
(James Lytle), I was able to regain that appreciation of 
serving.  As a result, I have made the commitment to be 
involved in training and serving with the acolytes at St. 
Thomas. 

Beginning this month and every month thereafter, I will 
offer an acolyte training and refresher for current and those 
interested in becoming acolytes.   We ask that acolytes 
be at least in the 5th grade.  The first official training/
refresher will be held Sunday, June 30th at 11:30 a.m., 
immediately following the 10:15 a.m. service, in the first 
pew of the nave.

Jessica Knochelmann
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Mountain Top

St. Thomas and the greater community will be 
traveling to Cumberland Pines, Tennessee the 
week of June 22nd, to participate in the Mountain 

TOP service project with a team of 13.  Some of 
our team members will be working with the service 
project program which will offer them new skills and 
opportunities to help create a safer home for individuals 
and families who otherwise may not be able to afford 
necessary repairs for their home.  Other team members 
will be taking part in the day camp program, spending 
time with children from the Appalachian area, offering 
prayers and activities to contribute to the children’s 
overall development as well as an opportunity for team 
members to grow in mentorship with one another.

On Sunday, June 9th, we had a prayer partner sign-up 
sheet for those interested in praying for individual team 
members.  If you happened to miss the sign up, it’s never 
too late to offer your prayers for those participating from 
St. Thomas. The team includes Jessica Knochelmann 
and John Tiffany as adult leaders, and Luke Laite, Cassy 
Prather, R.J. Howe, and Samantha Flerlage, as well as 
others from the local community.

Prayers for our Graduating Seniors

On Sunday, June 2nd, we recognized 11 graduating seniors from St. Thomas.  Complete with a delicious 
cake and special gifts, we offered well-deserved congratulations to these teens who are about to take a big 
step into a new chapter of their lives as some venture to other states and others remain locally to pursue 

what’s next.  We ask you to join us in prayer for them to receive and accept God’s overarching love, protection, and 
guidance as they go forth.  Please pray for Kayleigh Bush, Camden Cavill, Jacob Dougherty, Elizabeth Elin, Abbey 
Falknor, Lewis Gatch, Grant Graeter, Mary Kate Keller, James Lytle, Colin Miller, and Ashton Young.  Godspeed!
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Help • Hope • Heal

 If you would like to speak to someone about Stephen Ministry at St. Thomas, contact  Fr. Darren at darren@stthomasepiscopal.
org, Rosalee Campbell at (513) 368-6164 or rrmc4344@aol.com, or Bea Filimonov at filimonovbea@yahoo.com.

He was faced with multiple events that, in and 
of themselves, would be considered traumatic.  
When faced with them concurrently, he 

described them as “overwhelming.” 
 

“He” is a Stephen Ministry CareReceiver whom you 
will not know by his proper name. That’s the promise 
and policy of Stephen Ministry—total confidentiality. 
He shares his story here so others may understand the 
potential that Stephen Ministry offers to help us on our 
life journeys and to heal life’s hurts.
 

Perhaps aspects of CareReceiver’s life may echo in your 
own life. A disintegrating marriage, one parent in need of 
significant medical care, the untimely passing of the other, 
the surfacing of what was discovered to be “cumulative 
trauma” resulting from an upbringing plagued with 
multi-generational addiction, and being faced with a 
life changing professional decision. The cumulative 
effect of these challenges became overwhelming and the 
CareReceiver found himself to be in crisis.  He wisely 
sought counsel from Father Darren who linked him 
with a Stephen Minister, one skilled in non-judgmental, 
compassionate listening.
 

Four years later CareReceiver states that he comes out of 
this chapter of his life as a better version of himself and 
questions how he could have gotten through the tumult 
of his life without the spiritual and personal support of 
his St. Thomas Church family and his Stephen Minister. 
Both were part of a safe space where he could learn and 
heal and grow into the person he is today. Good people 
led CareReceiver on a path that he could not have seen 
in the beginning. This CareReceiver also benefitted from 
professional help though not all choose to do that. He 
realizes that difficult things happen for a reason.  He has 

come to peace with the reality that those who caused pain 
in his life may have been doing the best they could.
 

With burdens lifted by the telling and sharing of his 
story, CareReceiver began his journey to a renewed life. 
He quips, “How do you make God laugh?...Tell him your 
plan.” With the help of his Stephen Minister, CareReceiver 
began the hard work of discovering who he truly is. He 
acknowledges that asking for help is not easy—especially 
for a guy. It can be perceived as a sign of weakness 
though it’s actually a sign of courage. Fear of repercussion 
discourages some from bringing up the difficulties they 
face even with close friends or family. Meanwhile the pain 
grows within the person as he attempts to muscle through 
the tough times as he was taught to do in early years. “Put 
your head down and barge through the pain!” is not a 
healthy way to address problems that evolve through the 
various seasons of life.
 

And, it doesn’t work.  The CareReceiver’s pain that is 
stored in the heart creates a strange form of “heart disease” 
which prevents wholeness and happiness. There is help: 
Stephen Ministers provide safe space. There is no cost 
except willingness to invest in meaningful conversation 
with your Stephen Minister.
 

If this CareReceiver’s story awakens any issues you may be 
facing, consider talking with Stephen Leaders: Fr. Darren, 
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org; Rosalee Campbell, (513) 
368-6164 or rrmc4344@aol.com; or Bea Filimonov, 
filimonovbea@yahoo.com; about the possibility of 
connecting with a Stephen Minister….or perhaps training 
to become a Stephen Minister yourself!”

Patti Normile

What Stephen Ministry Means in 
Everyday Life
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Sisters of the 
Holy Grail

Sisters of the Holy Grail is a women’s formation group 
that gathers on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall for fellowship, education 

and good fun.  We break bread together- we start with a light 
potluck meal of appetizers and desserts and “fill our cups” 
both literally and figuratively.  We feed our spirits through 
our relationships with one another and by participating in 
a variety of activities - some contemplative, some purely 
recreational.

We had movie night in March contemplating Lent while 
watching Chocolat. In April, we planted succulents to 
help remind us of the importance of regularly nourishing 
our hearts with the word of God.  In May, we celebrated 
Pentecost by selecting Fruits of the Spirit to help guide us 
through the next twelve months.  

Stay tuned for more fun and fellowship on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  
If convenient, bring a small dish to share. Our time together 
is about connecting with God through our connection with 
one another.   

No Stress - No Commitment 
Know the love of Jesus

Love each other as I have loved you.

St. Thomas Vacation 
Bible School with 

Friends of the Groom 
Theater Company

July 22-July 26, 2019 – 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
(with a final performance at 11:00 AM Friday)

Did you hear about the potluck dinner where 4999 
people forgot to bring a dish? It’s the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes, where Jesus stretched one child’s 

lunch to feed an entire crowd. Friends of the Groom will 
lead a week of theater activities, 
art projects, mu- sic, team building 
exercises, and cliff-hanging ex-
citement as they explore this story 
and others from the Bible—and 
discover how one small person can 
make a big difference. At the end of the week, grades 1-8 will 
perform selections from the musical Table for Five…Thou-
sand!  by Tom Long and Allen Pote. Cost: $45 per child, or 
$100 per family of 3 or more. (Scholarships are available.)

We’re also looking for another very important group: adult 
and high school volunteers. There are two ways to help: 1) 
We need “shepherds” to accompany the children during daily 
activities. You don’t need to have a child in the program to 
volunteer!  (Nursery childcare is available to volunteers.) 2) 
We need volunteers to help us decorate before the week be-
gins, and volunteers to help us clean up on Friday after the 
performance. Just complete the volunteer form below.

Registration is available for those ages 4 (by Sept. 1) through 
14. (Note: The 4 yr. old group will be limited to the first 
24 who register.) online at www.friendsofthegroom.org/vbs-
2019 or pick up a registration form from the church office. 
Registration deadline is July 15, 2019.

For more information, contact  the church office at 
(513) 831-2052 or Friends of the Groom at (513) 831-2859.

(or check out our website at www.friendsofthegroom.org/vbs-2019) 

Table for 
Five...

Thousand!
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St. Thomas Dinner Club
Wednesday, July 10, 2019

Wednesday, August 14, 2019

The St. Thomas Dinner Club Group meets the 
second Wednesday of each month.  All are 
invited to join us and enjoy 

fellowship and lovely dining in the 
quiet atmosphere of the Terrace Park 
Country Club.  Social time begins 
at 6 p.m. and dinner is served at 
6:30 p.m.  Two entrée choices are offered each month.  
Check the Church Bulletin to find the choices each 
month.  Cost $23.50.  To make a reservation please call 
Lou Scott (831-4353) or simply mail your check, made 
out to St. Thomas Church, to her home address: 696 
Milford Hills Dr., Milford, 45150.

IPM Summer Food Drive

For many families, summer does not offer a break 
from want or need, as school breakfasts and 
lunches go away. Fortunately, IPM is here to serve 

these families. However, this season of greatest need is also 
when donations fall off. We at St. Thomas can help. We 
are asking you all to bring weekly donations of foods for 
breakfast during the month of June, for lunch during 
July, and for dinner in August. Please fill a shopping bag 
for the food wagon. The volunteers at IPM and especial-
ly the families of our area we help serve will thank you.

Parish 
Fellowship 
Breakfast

Sunday, July 14, 2019
9:00 a.m.

Parish Hall

Come join us as we join in 
fellowship for a Parish Breakfast.

Please join us!
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Calendar At-A-Glance
Summer 2019

Chorister Summer Club—Band Night
Thursday, June 20, 2019

5:00 p.m.

Newcomer Dinner
Friday, June 21, 2019

6:00 p.m.

Independence Day
Thursday, July 4, 2019

Church Offices Closed July 4 & 5

Y&FM Canoe/Kayak Picnic Outing
Sunday, July 7, 2019

12:00 p.m.

Y&FM IPM Pantry Tour, Service, & Picnic
Friday, July 12, 2019

10:00 a.m.

Chorister Summer Club—Movie Night
Friday, July 12, 2019

6:00 p.m.

Parish Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday, July 14, 2019

9:00 a.m.

Vacation Bible School
July 22-26, 2019

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. • Performance: Friday @ 11:00 a.m.

Habitat for Humanity—Workday & Lunch
Saturday, July 27, 2019

9:00 a.m.

Chorister Summer Club—Summer Olympics
Thursday, August 1, 2019

6:00 p.m.

Y&FM Volunteering at the Humane Society
Saturday, August 3, 2019

9:00 a.m.

Parish BBQ
Sunday, August 18, 2019

11:30 a.m.

Parish Choir Retreat
Sunday, August 25, 2019

11:30 a.m.

Kick-off Sunday
Sunday, September 8, 2019


