
	
 

 

A Pastoral Update from Darren+ Thursday, April 23, 2020 
Regarding St. Thomas and the COVID-19 Health Crisis 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Community is more than a place, it is who we are and how we support and care for each other.  In these weeks 
of the health crisis with regard to COVID-19 (coronavirus), we have all learned and practiced what it means 
to care support one another and how we can stay connected, even when apart.  We are all part of an 
incredible community of faith, both here at St. Thomas and our greater community of Cincinnati, Ohio and 
beyond. We celebrate that we are all doing what we can to keep each other safe and healthy, even when this 
means sharing an inconvenience and even some sacrifice.  Community is worth this continued effort. 
 
Hopefully by now, you are aware that Ohio intends to complement the efforts of “reopening up America 
Again” in what appears to be a three-phased action.  Ohio aims to engage this process beginning May 1.   
In order to conform to the most recent health directive regarding this plan by Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, 
all normal onsite operations of the parish and preschool remain suspended until further notice. We all 
acknowledge this is not permanent, but impacts St. Thomas nonetheless.  
 
We regret that all upcoming events at St. Thomas, including public worship services, our music 
series and special events are cancelled, postponed or moved online due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
While we are all anxious to return to our regular parish life, we recognize that we must do so carefully and  
in coordination with local authorities and our diocese.  This is part of what it means to care and support one 
another, especially our most vulnerable individuals.  How and when we can resume more aspects of public 
and parish life will be communicated in the coming weeks. 
 
At this time, our community continues to connect online through our website and our dedicated YouTube 
Channel where you can find our services presented for you to pray and worship in your homes.  We also have 
a dedicated page within our website where you can find the latest updates and resources regarding St. Thomas 
and our response to COVID-19.  Any information that we mail out to homes will also be posted there.   
If you haven’t been receiving regular emails from the parish and would like to, you can contact us through the 
website or call the parish office and leave a message so we can get back to you as quickly as possible. 
 
Please note that the Church remains open for individual prayer (9am-1pm Monday – Friday); and our parish 
office continues to have limited staff on-hand to coordinate essential ministry services only.  
 
We apologize for the inevitable disruption and inconvenience that these measures cause, and we anxiously 
await being able to have you join us in-person and resume our regular parish schedule just as soon as possible.   
 
Until then, please be well, stay connected and may God’s PEACE and blessings be with you and your whole 
family, this Eastertide and beyond. 
 
Lord Jesus, you tell us to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and 
visit the imprisoned.  Bless all who provide comfort to those in need.  Keep our own eyes open to the opportunities in which we can 
minister to others, whether together or apart as individual members of one Body.  For in the eyes others, we shall see you.  Amen. 

Cf.	“The	Welfare	of	the	World,”	in	Call	On	Me:	A	Prayer	Book	for	Young	People,	by	Jenifer	C.	Gamber	&	Sharon	Ely	Pearson	
 
 
 


