
 
 

Weekly News and Notes for week of 
July 1—7, 2020 

 

• Next Part of the Re-Opening Plan (after July 6) & Pastoral Update Available 
• A Prayer for Independence Day 
• Financial Dollars & Sense 
• Prayers and Reading for The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost – catch it on YouTube this Sunday! 

 
 

Next Part of the Re-Opening Plan (after July 6) & Pastoral Update Available 
As we look ahead to July, we hope and anticipate moving into the next part of our own recovery.   
This would begin July 6 and take us through the rest of the summer months of July and August.   
It is safe to say that all of our planning and preparation is based on the presumption that we continue to make 
progress in the overall health and recovery of our greater community.  If we experience a setback, we will need to 
respond appropriately and return to greater precautions and protective measures.  We are monitoring the situation 
and remain in close contact with the diocese.  Remaining in a time of planning & preparation, we are preparing the building 
physically, but now more importantly, beginning to prepare our people - whether with new practices, supplies, protocols or even 
programs as they roll-out.  This is time we must keep asking, “Are we prepared?”  This includes: 
 • How best to return to a more public presence in the community, beginning with public worship 
 • Intensifying our Cleaning & Maintenance protocols even further 
 • Establishing protocols and new standards for capacity 
 • How best to emphasize individual practices for health & safety we can each adopt, including:  
  + Hand washing – yes, but even more… 
  + The use of face masks 
  + Arrangement of seating with physical distance measures 
 • Training of new procedures and ongoing communications needed 
 

Anticipating the week of July 6, the next part of our own reopening plan would build from what we have established, adding 
more basic elements of our ministry into place, such as modified public worship on Sundays and Tuesday evening.  Again, we are 
monitoring the situation and conditions weekly. As we are allowed, we will continue our process – all of which with a high amount 
of protective measures and restrictions, as set forth by the Diocese and following other regulatory guidelines and best practices.   
 

Anticipating beginning July 7, Tuesday Evening Prayer would be at 6:15 p.m.   
Anticipating beginning the following Sunday, July 12, St. Thomas would resume public worship with two Sunday 
Services of the Word – 8 a.m. (Rite I) and at 10:15 a.m. (Rite II).   
 

More details can be found in the Pastoral Update available on our website at http://www.stthomasepiscopal.org/ and video available on 
our YouTube channel.  Moving into the next phase requires planning coordination with our Vestry, as well as the Diocese, state  
and federal guidelines.  As we continue the process, please keep in mind that much of what we’re allowed to offer continues to be 
different than what we experienced up until March, including no Holy Communion at this time.  We will be living with precautions 
and protective actions designed to serve all of us, especially our most vulnerable. 
 

Now and even as we re-open more, our community will continue to be able to connect online through our website, YouTube channel and 
small groups via Zoom; these will be a matter of “both/and” not “either/or.”  Now, more than ever, we need to stay connected.  If you 
haven’t been receiving regular emails from the parish and would like to, you can contact us through the website or call the parish office 
and leave a message so we can get back to you as quickly as possible. The Church remains open for individual prayer (9am-1pm Monday – 
Friday); and our parish office continues to have limited staff on-hand to coordinate essential ministry services through the summer months. 

 
 
 

A Prayer for Independence Day 
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom 
for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Financial Dollars & Sense 
Your own commitment to support our outreach and ministry with your pledges continue to make a real difference!  Whether through 
your continued help with food or personal items, to the new toilet paper challenge for our affordable living communities and of 
course our ongoing ministry, you continue to make this all possible. Thank you!  In an effort to be better stewards, we are planning 
to move to electronic statements within the next several months.  Part of the email statement features a link to make a pledge 
contribution or other contribution online – as one more convenient way to help support St. Thomas.  This feature is always available 
on our website at http://www.stthomasepiscopal.org/  As always, thank you for what you do to help keep us connected and 
supporting the ministry we share! 

 
 
 
 

Prayers and Readings for The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 5, 2020 • Proper 9A Happy Birthday, America! 
 

The Collect of the Day 
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be 
devoted to you with our whole heart and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Zechariah 9:9—12 (NRSV) 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the 
house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have 
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to 
this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient 
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies 
peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
 

Matthew 11:16—19, 25—30 (NRSV) 
Jesus said, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
 

St. Thomas Parish Prayer List 
Alisha, Andrea, Betsy & Bill, Binny, Bob, Carol, Constance, Courtney & Steve, Gary,  Hunter, Kendra, Kim, Maddy, Mark, Nancy, Sara, 
Shelley, the Ayers family, and our shut-in parishioners and their care-givers; those serving our community and nation, including Will, Steven, 
Harrison, Matt, Becky, Jeff, Jennifer, Steve, Phillip and Perrin, as well as all those affected by natural disasters and human tragedies, everyone 
affected by the Coronavirus, the first responders and the aid and relief efforts that continue around the world. 
 

A Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us, unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

All lessons can be found at:  
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html 

 

Our YouTube Channel can be found through our website or simply on YouTube directly: 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Terrace Park, Ohio 

 

Seeking to keep you up-to-date on the latest news from St. Thomas 
Need to contact us? Email or call (513) 831-2052, and we’ll get in touch! 

 


