
 
The mission of St. Thomas Church is to make God’s love known by who we are, what we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name. 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, Thursday, September 30, 2021 
 

I hope all is well and healthy with you and your extended families.  We are so excited to welcome everyone 

back to a new program year as we also continue to recover and rebuild so much of our ministry step-by-step. 

On behalf of the Vestry, I thank all of you for your continued support on behalf of St. Thomas.   

It is a sheer testament to our collective strength that throughout the pandemic, in which almost all our ministry 

had to pivot, or be greatly modified , we showed financial strength and growth through your generosity.   

This meant that our ministry was able to adapt and not simply be “put on hold.”  We continue to hear  

from our Diocese, that not all parishes were able to do this.  It is never lost on me nor the members of the 

Vestry, how blessed and honored we are to serve on behalf of a gracious and loving congregation. 

I also thank the Finance Committee who continue to work hard to manage our budget to ensure we continue 

to maintain a strong financial position, even with the pandemic.  These past two years has seen our share  

of unexpected financial challenges.  By maintaining financial discipline  with our resources, and with your 

continued gracious support, we have met these challenges.  

As we now embark upon the 2021-2022 program year, the Vestry is asking for your prayerful consideration to 

how you can continue to support our ministry with your pledge of time, talent, and treasure.  By continuing 

your financial support, along with the management to control expenses, we can continue to plan for a balanced 

budget.  We are always focused on our fundamental mission:  To make God’s love known by who we are, what we 

practice and how we serve others in Christ’s name.  A balanced budget allows us to continue to meet our goal of 

financial sustainability which ensures our ability to strive to meet our physical and spiritual goals.   

Your generosity makes all this possible. 

The importance of Annual Giving Pledges and online giving has never been seen to this extent as during  

the pandemic.  Losing the ability to worship “live” for so long has also meant losing the opportunity for people 

to support our ministry by “plate” or loose offerings.  Our “loose plate” income represents $80,000 of revenue 

(almost 10% of our Budget).  In 2020 and 2021, this loss was offset by the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

loans.  There are no plans by the Federal Government to continue this program, and we believe that attendance 

in 2022 will not yet return to normal, and neither will our loose plate income.  We are facing this financial stress 

as we begin our budgeting process for 2022.   

If you currently do not pledge, we ask you to prayerfully consider doing so.  Every dollar is honored, valued, 

and is carefully spent.  Having everyone participate by making a pledge means we can more accurately budget 

our resources and continue to share the work of ministry that much more gracefully.  St. Thomas continues  

to recover and to grow in vibrancy because of the generosity and commitment of our congregation.   

I am always available to answer any questions you may have regarding the budget or financial status of  

St. Thomas.  I encourage you to contact me directly at (513) 484-5600 or email:  jimjennydavis@gmail.com.  

Don’t forget to be with us on Pledge Celebration Sunday, October 24.  Fr. Darren and I will be hosting a Church 

Town Hall Meeting between services so that we may personally answer questions or address concerns.   

Please join us for this important opportunity to celebrate and share in fellowship with a special coffee hour. 

With a grateful heart.  God Bless! 
 

 

 

Jim Davis, Sr. Warden 
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